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RESOLUTION R 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CIYT COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KIRKLAND 
RELATING TO TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT AND SETTING FORTH CERTAIN 
GENERALIZED POLICIES INTENDED TO GUIDE THE CITIES GENERAL 
APPROACH TO TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT. 

Whereas, t h e C i t y o f K i r k l a n d ’ s basic s t r e e t system 
was l a i d out many y e a r s ago, based upon t h e needs of t h e 
time; and 

Whereas, i t i s recognized t h a t K i rk’l and ’ s l o c a l 
s t r e e t system i s not an adequate s u b s t i t u t e f o r t o d a y ’ s 
regional t r a n s p o r t a t i o n system needs; and 

Whereas ’, t o attempt t o c o n v e r t e x i s t i ng K i r k l and 
s t r e e t s i n t o major and/or regional a r t e r i a l s , would have 
s i g n i f i c a n t d i s t r u p t i v e e f f e c t s on adjacent r e s i d e n t i a l 
neighborhoods and business areas, r e s u l t i n g i n degradation 
o f t h e q u a l i t y o f l i f e throughout t h e community; and 

. Whereas, growing u r b a n i zat i o n and p o p u l a t i o n east o f 
Lake Washington continues t o r e s u l t i n ever increasing 
t r a f f i c loads on t h e C i t y o f K i r k l a n d ’ s s t r e e t system, 
i n c l u d i n g commuter t r i p s having b o t h o r i g i n s and 
d e s t i n a t i o n s w i t h i n t h e Eastside, as w e l l as t o and from 
S e a t t l e ; and 

Whereas, t h i s heavy commuter t r a f f i c l o a d on K i r k l and 
streets i s of primary concern t o t h e City of Ki rkland, 
now, t h e r e f o r e , 

Be it reso’lved by t h e City Counci’l o f t h e C i t y o f 
K i r k l and as f 01 1ows : 

S e c t i o n 1. The City Counci 1 o f t h e C i t y o f K i r k l a n d 
hereby adopts t h e t r a f f i c management p o l i c i e s set f o r t h i n 
E x h i b i t A, attached t o t h e o r i g i n a l o f t h i s R e s o l u t i o n and 
by t h i s reference incorporated herein. Said p o l i c i e s are 
intended t o guide the C ity’s general approach t o t r a f f i c 
management and i n c l ude: (1) p r e s e r v a t i o n o f C i t y 
nei gborhoods and business d i s t r i c t s , ( 2 ) p e d e s t r i a n 
safety, ( 3 ) regional e f f o r t s t o improve r e g i o n a l commuter 
and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n problems, ( 4 ) pub1 i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , 
and ( 5 ) i n t e r s e c t i o n improvements. 

Passed by m a j o r i t y vote o f t h e Ki rkland C i t y 
C o u n c i . l i n . r e g u l a r , open m e e t i n g t h i s 1 7 t h ’ day of 
~uqust , 19870
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E x h i b i t A, Resolution R-3405 

CITY OF KIRKLAND TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT POLICY 

INTRODUCTION 

The growing u r b a n i z a t i o n and p o p u l a t i o n e a s t o f Lake Washington 
c o n t i n u e s t o r e s u l t i n e v e r - i n c r e a s i n g t r a f f i c l o a d s on t h e 
City o f Kirkland’s street system. of-primary concern i s the 
heavy commuter t r a f f i c l o a d on K i r k l a n d s t r e e t s . These com- 
muter t r i p s include both origins, and destinations w i t h i n t h e 
Eastside, as w e l l as t o and from S e a t t l e . 

The C i t y o f K i r k l a n d ’ s b a s i c s t r e e t s y s t e m was l a i d o u t many 
years ago, based upon t h e needs o f t h e time. I t i s recognized 
t h a t K i r k l a n d ’ s l o c a l s t r e e t s y s t e m i s n o t an adequate sub- 
s t i t u t e f o r today’s regional t r a n s p o r t a t i o n system needs. 
Furthermore, t o attempt t o convert e x i s t i n g K i r k l and s t r e e t s 
i n t o major (and regional) a r t e r i a l s , would have s i g n i f i c a n t 
d i s r u p t i v e e f f e c t s on a d j a c e n t r e s i d e n t i a1 neighbor.hoods and 
business areas, resulting i n degradation o f the q u a l i t y o f l i f e 
throughout t h e community. 

Given these concerns on t h e p a r t o f t h e K i r k l a n d C i t y Council, 
t h e f o l l o w i n g p o l i c i e s are i d e n t i f i e d as general t r a f f i c 
management p o l i c i e s intended t o guide t h e C i t y ’ s general 
approach t o t r a f f i c management: 

1. Preservation o f C i t v Neianborhoods and Business D i s t r i c t s 

The City o f K i r k l a n d w i l l c o n t i n u e t o support m a i n t a i n i n g 
t h e e x i s t i n g character o f resi.dentia1 neighborhoods and 
business areas by providing, to the extent possible, free 
and unimpeded i n t e r n a l c i r c u l a t i o n , w h i l e discouraging 
u n r e g u l a t e d through-commuter-type t r a f f i c . Such a p o l i c y 
i s necessary i n order to maintain the quality o f l i f e , 
cohesiveness, and v i t a l i t y o f K i r k l and ’ s neighborhoods and 
business districts. 

2. P e d e s t r i a n S a f e t y 

The City o f K i r k l a n d recognizes t h e importance and needs o f 
pedestrians. The City w i l l undertake those p r o j e c t s which 
w i l 1 enhance pedestrian s a f e t y and c i r c u l a t i o n . Pedestrian 
c i r c u l a t i o n r o u t e s w i l l be d e f i n e d and improvements i n - 
s t a l l e d where appropriate t o enhance safety and convenience. 

3. R e g i o n a l E f f o r t s 

The C i t y o f K i r k l a n d w i l l p a r t i c i p a t e i n and encourage 
r e g i o n a l s o l u t i o n s t o r e g i o n a l commuter and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
problems. The City of K i r k l a n d w i l l support federal, 
s t a t e , and county improvements t o a r t e r i a l s t r e e t systems 
and h i g h w a y s d e s i g n a t e d as p r i m a r y commuter and t h r o u g h 
t r a f f i c r o u t e s . S i m i l a r l y , K i r k l and w i l l support o t h e r 
area c i t i e s i n t h e i r e f f o r t s t o develop and fund major 
a r t e r i a l improvements within t h e i r respective j u r i s d i c t i o n s 
f o r through t r a f f i c movements. 

e- 

..





T r a f f i c Management Pol i c y 

E x h i b i t A, R e s o l u t i o n R-3405 

The City recognizes t h a t i t i s i m p o r t a n t t o improve upon 
t h e r e l a t i v e l y low usage o f p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n and h i g h 
occupancy vehicle lanes. Through t h e use o f incentives, 
development requirements, and land use p o l i c i e s , t h e C i t y 
w i l l support t h e increased use of t r a n s i t , van pools, c a r 
pools, and o t h e r forms o f r i d e s h a r i n g as a means o f 
r e d u c i n g t h e number o f v e h i c l e t r i p s w i t h i n t h e City o f 
K i r k l a n d and t h e surrounding r e g i o n . 

5. I n t e r s e c t i o n Improvements 

Consistent with avail able resources, the City w i l l promote 
t h e i n s t a l l a t i o n o f t r a f f i c s i g n a l s and o t h e r i n t e r s e c t i o n 
improvements (e.g. t u r n i n g lanes) t o enable i n t e r s e c t i o n s 
t o operate more e f f i c i e n t l y . B e n e f i t s o f i n t e r s e c t i o n 
improvements include the "platooning" o f t r a f f i c t o allow 
cross-traffic to enter or cross the stream o f t r a f f i c flow, 
and support f o r the pedestrian c i r c u l a t i o n plan and t h e 
provision o f safe opportunities f o r pedestrians t o cross 
the flow o f traffic. 
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