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RESOLUTION R 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CIYT COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KIRKLAND 
RELATING TO TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT AND SETTING FORTH CERTAIN 
GENERALIZED POLICIES INTENDED TO GUIDE THE CITIES GENERAL 
APPROACH TO TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT. 

Whereas, t h e  C i t y  o f  K i r k l a n d ' s  bas i c  s t r e e t  system 
was l a i d  out  many years  ago, based upon t h e  needs of t h e  
t ime;  and 

Whereas, i t i s  recognized t h a t  K i  rk ' l  and ' s  l o c a l  
s t r e e t  system i s  not  an adequate s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  t o d a y ' s  
r e g i o n a l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  system needs; and 

Whereas ,' t o  at tempt t o  conver t  e x i  s t  i ng K i  r k l  and 
s t r e e t s  i n t o  major and/or r eg iona l  a r t e r i a l s ,  would have 
s i g n i f i c a n t  d i s t r u p t i v e  e f f e c t s  on ad jacen t  r e s i d e n t i a l  
neighborhoods and business areas, r e s u l t i n g  i n  degrada t ion  
o f  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e  throughout  t h e  community; and 

. Whereas, growing u rban i  zat  i o n  and p o p u l a t i o n  east o f  
Lake Washington con t inues  t o  r e s u l t  i n  ever  i n c r e a s i n g  
t r a f f i c  loads on t h e  C i t y  o f  K i r k l a n d ' s  s t r e e t  system, 
i n c l u d i n g  commuter t r i p s  hav ing b o t h  o r i g i n s  and 
d e s t i n a t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  Eas ts ide ,  as w e l l  as t o  and f rom 
S e a t t l e ;  and 

Whereas, t h i  s  heavy commuter t r a f f i c  l oad  on K i  r k l  and 
s t r e e t s  i s  o f  p r imary  concern t o  t h e  C i t y  o f  K i  r k land ,  
now, t h e r e f o r e ,  

Be it reso'lved by t h e  City Counci'l o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  
K i  r k l  and as f 01 1  ows : 

Sec t i on  1. The City Counci 1  o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  K i  r k l a n d  
hereby adopts t h e  t r a f f i c  management p o l i c i e s  set  f o r t h  i n  
E x h i b i t  A, a t tached t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  o f  t h i s  Reso lu t i on  and 
by t h i s  r e fe rence  i nco rpo ra ted  here in .  Said p o l i c i e s  a r e  
in tended  t o  gu ide t h e  C i t y ' s  genera l  approach t o  t r a f f i c  
management and i n c l  ude: (1) p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  C i t y  
ne i  gborhoods and bus iness d i s t r i c t s ,  ( 2 )  pedes t r i an  
sa fe t y ,  ( 3 )  r eg i ona l  e f f o r t s  t o  improve r e g i o n a l  commuter 
and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  problems, ( 4 )  pub1 i c  t r a n s p o r t a t  i o n ,  
and ( 5 )  i n t e r s e c t  i o n  improvements. 

Passed by m a j o r i t y  vo te  o f  t h e  K i  r k l a n d  C i t y  
Counc i l  . i n  . r e g u l a r ,  open meet ing t h i s  17th '  day of 

~uqust , 19870 



Signed i n  au then t i ca t i on  the reo f  t h i s  17th '  day o f  
~ u q u s t  . 1987. 
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MAYOR 
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E x h i b i t  A, Reso lu t i on  R-3405 

CITY OF KIRKLAND TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT POLICY 

INTRODUCTION 

The  g r o w i n g  u r b a n i z a t i o n  a n d  p o p u l a t i o n  e a s t  o f  L a k e  W a s h i n g t o n  
c o n t i n u e s  t o  r e s u l t  i n  e v e r - i n c r e a s i n g  t r a f f i c  l o a d s  on t h e  
C i t y  o f  K i r k l a n d ' s  s t r e e t  s y s t e m .  o f - p r i m a r y  c o n c e r n  i s  t h e  
h e a v y  c o m m u t e r  t r a f f i c  l o a d  on  K i r k l a n d  s t r e e t s .  T h e s e  com- 
m u t e r  t r i p s  i n c l u d e  b o t h  o r i g i n s ,  a n d  d e s t i n a t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  
E a s t s i d e ,  a s  w e l l  as  t o  and  f r o m  S e a t t l e .  

T h e  C i t y  o f  K i r k l a n d ' s  b a s i c  s t r e e t  s y s t e m  was l a i d  o u t  many  
y e a r s  a g o ,  b a s e d  u p o n  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  t i m e .  I t  i s  r e c o g n i z e d  
t h a t  K i r k l a n d ' s  l o c a l  s t r e e t  s y s t e m  i s  n o t  an a d e q u a t e  s u b -  
s t i t u t e  f o r  t o d a y ' s  r e g i o n a l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s y s t e m  n e e d s .  
F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t o  a t t e m p t  t o  c o n v e r t  e x i s t i n g  K i r k l  and  s t r e e t s  
i n t o  m a j o r  ( a n d  r e g i o n a l )  a r t e r i a l s ,  w o u l d  h a v e  s i g n i f i c a n t  
d i s r u p t i v e  e f f e c t s  on a d j a c e n t  r e s i d e n t i  a1 n e i g h b o r . h o o d s  a n d  
b u s i n e s s  a r e a s ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  d e g r a d a t i o n  o f  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .  

G i v e n  t h e s e  c o n c e r n s  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  K i r k l a n d  C i t y  C o u n c i l ,  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p o l i c i e s  a r e  i d e n t i f i e d  as  g e n e r a l  t r a f f i c  
managemen t  p o l i c i e s  i n t e n d e d  t o  g u i d e  t h e  C i t y ' s  g e n e r a l  
a p p r o a c h  t o  t r a f f i c  managemen t :  

1 .  P r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  C i t v  N e i a n b o r h o o d s  a n d  B u s i n e s s  D i s t r i c t s  

The  C i t y  o f  K i r k l a n d  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  s u p p o r t  m a i n t a i n i n g  
t h e  e x i s t i n g  c h a r a c t e r  o f  r e s i . d e n t i a 1  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  a n d  
b u s i n e s s  a r e a s  b y  p r o v i d i n g ,  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  p o s s i b l e ,  f r e e  
and  u n i m p e d e d  i n t e r n a l  c i r c u l a t i o n ,  w h i l e  d i s c o u r a g i n g  
u n r e g u l a t e d  t h r o u g h - c o m m u t e r - t y p e  t r a f f i c .  Such a  p o l i c y  
i s  n e c e s s a r y  i n  o r d e r  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e ,  
c o h e s i v e n e s s ,  and v i t a l i t y  o f  K i r k l  and ' s  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  and  
b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t s .  

2. P e d e s t r i a n  S a f e t y  

The  C i t y  o f  K i r k l a n d  r e c o g n i z e s  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  a n d  n e e d s  o f  
p e d e s t r i a n s .  The  C i t y  w i l l  u n d e r t a k e  t h o s e  p r o j e c t s  w h i c h  
w i l  1  e n h a n c e  p e d e s t r i a n  s a f e t y  a n d  c i r c u l a t i o n .  P e d e s t r i a n  
c i r c u l a t i o n  r o u t e s  w i l l  b e  d e f i n e d  and i m p r o v e m e n t s  i n -  
s t a l l e d  w h e r e  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  e n h a n c e  s a f e t y  a n d  c o n v e n i e n c e .  

3. R e g i o n a l  E f f o r t s  

The  C i t y  o f  K i r k l a n d  w i l l  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  and  e n c o u r a g e  e- 

r e g i o n a l  s o l u t i o n s  t o  r e g i o n a l  c o m m u t e r  and  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  . .  
p r o b l e m s .  The  C i t y  o f  K i r k l a n d  w i l l  s u p p o r t  f e d e r a l ,  
s t a t e ,  and  c o u n t y  i m p r o v e m e n t s  t o  a r t e r i a l  s t r e e t  s y s t e m s  
and  h i g h w a y s  d e s i g n a t e d  as p r i m a r y  c o m m u t e r  a n d  t h r o u g h  
t r a f f i c  r o u t e s .  S i m i l a r l y ,  K i r k l  and w i l l  s u p p o r t  o t h e r  
a r e a  c i t i e s  i n  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t o  d e v e l o p  a n d  f u n d  m a j o r  
a r t e r i a l  i m p r o v e m e n t s  w i t h i n  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  j u r i s d i c t i o n s  
f o r  t h r o u g h  t r a f f i c  m o v e m e n t s .  





E x h i b i t  A, Reso lu t i on  R-3405 

T r a f f i c  Managemen t  P o l  i c y  

The  C i t y  r e c o g n i z e s  t h a t  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  i m p r o v e  u p o n  
t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  l o w  u s a g e  o f  p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and h i g h  
o c c u p a n c y  v e h i c l e  l a n e s .  T h r o u g h  t h e  u s e  o f  i n c e n t i v e s ,  
d e v e l o p m e n t  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  a n d  l a n d  u s e  p o l i c i e s ,  t h e  C i t y  
w i l l  s u p p o r t  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  u s e  o f  t r a n s i t ,  v a n  p o o l s ,  c a r  
p o o l s ,  a n d  o t h e r  f o r m s  o f  r i d e  s h a r i n g  as  a  means o f  
r e d u c i n g  t h e  number  o f  v e h i c l e  t r i p s  w i t h i n  t h e  C i t y  o f  
K i r k l a n d  and  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  r e g i o n .  

5 .  I n t e r s e c t i o n  I m p r o v e m e n t s  

C o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  a v a i l  a b l e  r e s o u r c e s ,  t h e  C i t y  w i l l  p r o m o t e  
t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  t r a f f i c  s i g n a l s  and  o t h e r  i n t e r s e c t i o n  
i m p r o v e m e n t s  ( e . g .  t u r n i n g  l a n e s )  t o  e n a b l e  i n t e r s e c t i o n s  
t o  o p e r a t e  m o r e  e f f i c i e n t l y .  B e n e f i t s  o f  i n t e r s e c t i o n  
i m p r o v e m e n t s  i n c l u d e  t h e  " p l a t o o n i n g "  o f  t r a f f i c  t o  a l l o w  
c r o s s - t r a f f i c  t o  e n t e r  o r  c r o s s  t h e  s t r e a m  o f  t r a f f i c  f l o w ,  
a n d  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  p e d e s t r i a n  c i r c u l a t i o n  p l a n  a n d  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n  o f  s a f e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  p e d e s t r i a n s  t o  c r o s s  
t h e  f l o w  o f  t r a f f i c .  
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