
RESOLUTION NO. R-2920 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KIRKLAND SUPPORTING THE 
PROTECTION OF THE CEDAR RIVER WATERSHED AND OPPOSING THE ISSUANCE OF OIL AND 
GAS EXPLORATION LEASESIN THE WATERSHED. 

WHEREAS, t h e  C i t y  o f  S e a t t l e  Water Department serves as t h e  r e g i o n a l  
d r i n k i n g  water s u p p l i e r  f o r  over one m i l l i o n  people,  i n c l u d i n g  t h i r t y  c i t i e s ,  
towns, and water d i s t r i c t s ;  and 

WHEREAS, S e a t t l e ' s  Cedar R i v e r  Watershed, which p rov i des  d r i n k i n g  water  t o  
over  600,000 people, i s  p r o t e c t e d  a t  t h e  source, p e r m i t t i n g  a  low-cost water  
supp ly  which does n o t  r e q u i r e  any f i l t r a t i o n  o r  o t h e r  t rea tment  beyond r o u t i n e  
c h l o r i n a t i o n ;  and 

WHEREAS, no p u b l i c  access i s  a l lowed i n  t h e  Cedar R i v e r  Watershed; and 

WHEREAS, twenty  percen t  o f  t h e  t o t a l  l and  i n  t h e  watershed i s  Federa l  land; 
and 

WHEREAS, t h i s  Federa l  l and  has l ong  been recogn ized  b y  t h e  Federa l  
government as an area r e q u i r i n g  s p e c i a l  l and  management p o l i c i e s ,  which a re  
con ta ined  i n  an Agreement w i t h  t h e  City o f  S e a t t l e  dated 1962; and 

WHEREAS, t h e  Department o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r  Bureau o f  Land Management awarded 
o i l  and gas e x p l o r a t i o n  leases on Federa l  l and  i n  t h e  Cedar R i v e r  Watershed on 
March 17, 1982; and 

WHEREAS, o i l  and gas e x p l o r a t i o n  a re  i ncompa t i b l e  w i t h  watershed 
p r o t e c t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  where no f i l t r a t i o n  o r  t reatment .  beyond c h l o r i n a t i o n  i s  
prov ided;  and 

WHEREAS, t h e  award o f  o i l  and gas e x p l o r a t i o n  leases i n  t h e  Cedar R i v e r  
Watershed s e r i o u s l y  t h rea tens  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  low-cost d r i n k i n g  water  p rov i ded  
t o  t h e  people  i n  S e a t t l e  and suburban communities; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE I T  RESOLVED t h a t  t h e  City Counci l  o f  t h e  City o f  
K i r k l a n d  opposes t h e  issuance o f  o i l  and gas e x p l o r a t i o n  leases i n  t h e  Cedar 
R i ve r  Watershed, and reques ts  t h a t  t h e  Sec re ta r y  o f  t h e  Department o f  t h e  
I n t e r i o r  immediate ly  and permanent ly  revoke those leases a l r eady  awarded and 
deny any pending leases i n  t h e  Cedar R i v e r  Watershed. 

BE I T  FURTHER RESOLVED t h a t  t h e  City Counci l  o f  t h e  City o f  K i r k l a n d  hereby 
suppor ts  t h e  permanent p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  Cedar R i v e r  Watershed, Green R i v e r  
Watershed, T o l t  R i ve r  Watershed and a l l  o t he r  watersheds l oca ted  on f e d e r a l  
lands f o r  t h e  h e a l t h  and we l l - be i ng  o f  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  K i n g  County. 

Passed by  m a j o r i t y  vo te  o f  t h e  K i r k l a n d  City Counci l  i n  r e g u l a r  meet ing on 
t h e  3 r d  day o f  May, 1982. 

(ex o f f i c i d ~ i t ~  C l e r k )  




