
RESOLUTION NO. 2 2 0 5  

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY C O U N C I L  OF THE CITY OF KIRKLAND 
SUPPORTING THE MUNICIPALITY OF METROPOLITAN SEATTLE'S POSITION 
TO ACHIEVE THE "BEST PRACTICABLE TREATMENT" FOR DISCHARGES 
FROM METROPOLITAN SEWAGE TREATMENT FACILITIES. 

BE IT RESOLVED by t h e  C i t y  Council  of t h e  C i t y  of 
Kirkland as fo l lows:  

WHEREAS t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  and enhancement of environmental  
q u a l i t y  i s  a v i t a l  concern of  t h e  C i t y  of  Kirkland;  and 

WHEREAS t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  of  water q u a l i t y  i s  a major 
environmental  g o a l  which must be cons idered  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  a i r  
q u a l i t y ,  l a n d  use  and energy conse rva t ion ;  and 

WHEREAS it i s  t h e  purpose and g o a l  of  t h e  Munic ipa l i ty  
of  Met ropol i t an  S e a t t l e  t o  s ecu re  and main ta in  h igh  s t anda rds  
of water q u a l i t y  f o r  a l l  r e c e i v i n g  wate rs  w i t h i n  i t s  j u r i s d i c t i o n ;  
and 

WHEREAS Pub l i c  Law 9 2 - 5 0 0  of  t h e  92nd Congress r e q u i r e s  
t h a t  a l l  publicly-owned t rea tment  works ach ieve  "secondary 
t rea tment"  by J u l y  1, 1977, p r i o r  t o  t h e  achievement of "bes t  
p r a c t i c a b l e  t rea tment"  by J u l y  1, 1983; and 

WHEREAS secondary t r ea tmen t  o f  municipal  d i s cha rges  
f o r  removal of biochemical  oxygen demand (BOD)  i s  a p roces s  
proven t o  be unnecessary t o  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  of  water  q u a l i t y  i n  
Puget Sound; and 

WHEREAS c o n s t r u c t i o n  and o p e r a t i o n  of secondary treat- 
ment f a c i l i t i e s  would impinge on v a l u a b l e  open space ,  and consume 
s c a r c e  energy r e s o u r c e s ;  and 

WHEREAS major water  q u a l i t y  improvements o t h e r  t h a n  
secondary t r e a t m e n t ,  such as t o x i c i t y  and f l o a t a b l e s  removal and 
sewer s e p a r a t i o n ,  are considered t o  be e s s e n t i a l  t o  r e c e i v i n g  
water q u a l i t y ;  and 

WHEREAS:-construction and o p e r a t i o n  of secondary t r e a t -  
ment f a c i l i t i e s  a t  Metro 's  f o u r  Puget Sound p l a n t s ,  i nc lud ing  
West P o i n t ,  would double ope ra t ing  c o s t s  and r e q u i r e  a $ 5 5  m i l l i o n  
c a p i t a l  expendi ture  which might o the rwi se  be used f o r  h ighe r  
p r i o r i t y  water p o l l u t i o n  c o n t r o l  p r o j e c t s  by o t h e r  l o c a l  agenc ie s  
i n  t h e  S e a t t l e  a r e a ;  and 

WHEREAS t h e  r a t e s  charged ou r  customers would r e f l e c t  
t h e  expendi ture  t o  meet t h e  secondary t r ea tmen t  requi rements ;  and 



WHEREAS t h i s  agency has  h ighe r  p r i o r i t y  water p o l l u t i o n  
c o n t r o l  p r o j e c t s  on which funds  need t o  be s p e n t ;  and 

WHEREAS l i m i t e d  a l l o c a t i o n s  o f  f e d e r a l  funds  w i l l  prevent  
t h e  Munic ipa l i ty  from completing t o p  p r i o r i t y  water q u a l i t y  
p r o j e c t s  whi le  ach iev ing  both "secondary t rea tment"  by J u l y  1, 1977, 
and "bes t  p r a c t i c a b l e  t rea tment"  by J u l y  1, 1983; and 

WHEREAS a municipal  system (Metro) must ,  a t  a l l  times, 
be i n  compliance wi th  t h e  requi rements  of t h e  Fede ra l  A c t  o r  
mod i f i ca t ions  t h e r e o f ,  o r  no l o c a l  sewage p r o j e c t  w i l l  be e l i g i b l e  
f o r  Fede ra l  funds;  and 

WHEREAS t h e r e  i s ,  i n  f a c t ,  i n s u f f i c i e n t  t ime  f o r  t h e  
Munic ipa l i ty  t o  meet t h e  J u l y  1, 1977, d e a d l i n e  f o r  "secondary 
t rea tment" ;  and 

WHEREAS, t o  main ta in  and ensu re  h igh  s t anda rds  of water 
q u a l i t y  f o r  t h e  me t ropo l i t an  a r e a  a t  t h e  e a r l i e s t  t ime and i n  
t h e  most c o s t - e f f e c t i v e  manner, it i s  necessary  t h a t  t h e  
Munic ipa l i ty  proceed immediately w i th  a program t o  provide "bes t  
p r a c t i c a b l e  t r ea tmen tn  by J u l y  1, 1 9 8 3 ;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT t h e  C i t y  of Kirkland 

M 
urges  t h e  Congress t o  amend t h e  1972 Water Qua l i t y  Act t o  permit  
t h e  Adminis t ra tor  of EPA t o  modify t h e  requirement  of secondary 
t r ea tmen t  f o r  any publicly-owned t r ea tmen t  works d i scha rg ing  
through deep water  o u t f a l l s  i n t o  t h e  P a c i f i c  Ocean and t h e  
cont iguous t e r r i t o r i a l  s e a s  upon a p p l i c a t i o n  and proof sat is-  
f a c t o r y  t o  t h e  Adminis t ra tor  t h a t  a l t e r n a t i v e  t r ea tmen t  p rocesses  
would produce an equa l  o r  b e t t e r  environmental  e f f e c t  on t h e  
r e c e i v i n g  wate rs  f o r  a l e s s e r  expendi ture  of p u b l i c  r e s o u r c e s .  

APPROVED by m a j o r i t  v o t e  o f  t h e  Kirkland C i t y  Council  
i n  r e g u l a r  meeting on t h e  4tK day of  September - , 1973. 

Mayor 

99P 

(ex o f f  i c i o / ~ i t y  c l e r k )  
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