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ORDINANCE 0-4943

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF KIRKLAND RELATING TO CODE
ENFORCEMENT; AMENDING CHAPTER 1.12 OF THE KIRKLAND
MUNICIPAL CODE; AND PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY AND AN
EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the City's code enforcement procedures are codified in chapter 1.12 of the
Kirkland Municipal Code (KMC); and

WHEREAS, the City has experienced continued growth and increasingly complex code

- enforcement matters involving building, land use, development, and environmental

' regulations; and
|
| WHEREAS, the City Council finds that clear, consistent, and transparent enforcement
. procedures support fair, efficient, and effective resolution of code violations; and

|
| WHEREAS, these amendments to chapter 1.12 KMC are intended to improve
l procedural clarity and transparency, and enhance the City’s ability to fairly and consistently
| administer code enforcement activities; and

i NOW, THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of Kirkland does ordain as follows:

‘ Section 1. Section 1.12.010 of the Kirkland Municipal Cocde (KMC) and the
'corresponding portions “portions of Ordinance No. 4280 § 1 (part) (2011) are amended to read as
follows, with the new text shown in underline, deletions shown in strikethrough, and the
lintentional omission of unchanged sections or parts of tables indicated with three asterisks
(***); all other provisions of these sections remain unchanged and in full force, and these
.provisions for identifying changes apply throughout this ordinance:

)
1.12.010 Purpose and Intent.

\The purpose of thls chapter is to estabhslwa—eﬁﬁaeat—system%enhree%&regulaﬂens—ef—the

: ystem that ensures comgllance wnth the cntys buﬂdmg, land development, land use, and
related codes. These rules are designed to resolve violations fairly, establish appropriate
penalties, provide hearings and appeals when needed. and allow the city to recover costs
associated with enforcement. They also give the city authority to act quickly when abatement
is necessary to protect the community.
|
This chapter also helps guide code compliance in a way that is consistent, proportional, and
responsive to the seriousness of each situation. Complaints or evidence of violations are
addressed according to the level of risk they pose. High risk situations involve imminent or
actual harm to public health, safety. property, or the environment, and therefore require urgent
action. Moderate risk situations present real concerns but are less severe and often repairable,
so they call for prompt but not immediate response. Low risk or de minimis situations, which
do not pose immediate threats, may be handled as time permits.

To_achieve compliance, the city follows an incremental approach in most situations. This
begins with contacting the responsible party, explaining the violation, and requesting voluntary
correction. If necessary, the city may escalate to more formal enforcement actions. In some

cases, the city may determine that no violation exists or that a minor issue does not warrant
further action.

|

|

1 1
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Section 2. Section 1.12.020 of the Kirkland Municipal Code and the corresponding
portions of Ordinance No. 4756 § 1 (2021) are amended to read as follows:

1.12.020 Definitions.
As used in this chapter, unless a different meaning is plainly required:

(a) “Abate” means to repair, rehabilitate, replace, remove, demolish, destroy, or otherwise

ar- Are nt tha _cqaana o & a¥e - ~ W a - -

| return a property to te ondition in which it exisied before a civil violation occurred or to assure
- that the property complies with applicable code requirements.

»
. (b) “Act’ means doing or performing something.

‘l (c) “Applicable department director” means the director of the department or his-erher their
" designee.

|

- (d)_“Appeal hearing” means a hearing requested in response to a notice and order, stop work

L order, cease and desist order, or other official written notice issued by the city.

@ (e) “Cease and desist order” is a formal directive requiring a person or responsible party to

| immediately stop an_activity or condition that violates any city regulation, permit condition, or

- written rule.

.

| (&) “Civil violation™ is an act or omission that violates any city regulation, permit condition, or

} written rule, including a condition resulting from such act or omission. It also includes any act
or omission that violates the conditions of a notice and order, stop work order, cease and desist

1‘ order, or any other official ggrmission or ordey issged l?y the city. means-a-viclationforwhich

.
.
- aWa - OO
- o 3 < =,

jp_ursued under this chapter. Something is de minimis if it has minimal or no impact on the

"icommunity or the environment.

(e-h) “Development” means the erection, alteration, enlargement, demolition, maintenance or
use of any structure or the alteration or use of any land above, at or below ground or water
level, and all acts governed by a city regulation.

\

(i) “Director” means the director of the planning and building department. or their desianee,

unless indicated otherwise.

k#D “Emergency” means a situation which in the opinion of the i
city requires immediate action to prevent or eliminate an immediate threat to the health or
’safety of persons or property.

k) “Found in violation” means that either a notice and order, stop work order, cease and desist

order, or other official written notice was issued by the City and no timely appeal was filed; or
the hearing examiner has determined a violation occurred and the hearing examiner decision
has not been stayed or reversed on appeal.
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(gD “Hearing examiner’ means the Kirkland hearing examiner and the office thereof
established pursuant to Schapter 3.34 of the Kirkland Municipal Code.

(m) “Notice and order of civil violation” is a written document that informs a responsible party
of a violation and directs them to correct the violation by a specified time or face potential fines
or additional legal action.

(h-n) “Omission” means a failure to act.

(o) “Permit” means any form of certificate, approval, registration, license, or any other written

‘ permission issued by the city of Kirkland.

. (Fp) “Person” means any individual, firm, association, partnership, corporation or any entity,
| public or private. For purposes of this chapter only, “person” does not mean the city of Kirkland.

I
t

- (g) “Related parties” encompasses, but is not limited to, the following relationships:

“ (1) Individuals who are members of the same family;

(2) An individual and a corporation or other legal entity where the individual holds, either
directly or indirectly, a controlling interest exceeding 50 percent;

(3) Two_or more corporations or other legal entities that are part of the same controlling
droup;

' (4) The grantor and the fiduciary of any trust arrangement; and

|
] (5) A _corporation and a partnership where the same individuals possess more than 50
| percent of the corporation’s value and more than 50 percent of the partnership’s capital or
\ profits interest.

‘The federal Internal Revenue Code, IRC Section 267, provides additional definitions that may
\be used to determine “related parties” status.

i
lG'D Person-respeonsible-for-the-vielation~ “Responsible party” or “responsible parties” means

any person who is required by the applicable regulation to comply therewith; or who commits
‘any act or omission which that is a civil violation or causes or permits a civil violation to occur
or remain upon property in the city, and includes but is not limited to owner(s), lessor(s),
tenant(s), vendor(s), contractor(s), occupier(s). manager(s), agent(s). or other person(s)
entitled to control, use, and/or occupy property where a civil violation occurs. Responsible party
includes related parties (see definition of “related parties” herein). For violations of the city sign
‘g'egulations, this definition includes, but is not limited to, sign installers/posters, sign owners,
and any other persons who caused or participated in the placement of a sign in a manner that
constitutes a civil violation. For violations of city tree regulations, this definition includes any
person who caused or participated in the removal of a tree in a manner that constitutes a civil
violation.

|
(k-s) “Regulation” means and includes the following, as they now exist or are hereafter
amended:

|

(1) Title 23 (Kirkland Zoning Code);

(2) Title 21, Buildings and Construction (including codes adopted by reference);
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(3) Chapter 15.52 (Surface Water Management);

(4) Title 29 (Land Surface Modification);

(5) Chapter 19.04 (Obstructing Streets or Sidewalks);
(6) Chapter 11.76 (Junk Vehicles);

(7) Chapter 11.24 (Nuisances);

(8) Chapter 11.64 (Littering);

(9) The terms and conditions of any permit or approval issued by the city, or any
concomitant agreement with the city;

(10) Chapter 7.74 (Fair Housing Regulations);

(11) Repealed by Ord. 4769;
! (12) Chapter 16.08 (Garbage Disposal); and

) (13) Chapter 7.02 (Business Licenses and Regulations); and

| (14) Any other city ordinance or code provision where no alternative enforcement
mechanism is provided in the applicable ordinance or code.

() “Repeat violation” means a violation of the same_city regulation, permit condition, or written
rule or requirement in any location in the city by the same person or responsible party for which

| compllance previously has been sought-er-a-netice-of civil-violation-has-been-issued.

\ (m-u) “Required plan” means a city-required plan that addresses storm water or surface water
‘management including, but not limited to, a temporary sediment and erosion control (TESC)
plan storm water pollution prevention plan (SWPPP), permit conditions and/or notes.

l(v) “Stop work order” means a written order prohibiting any work or other activity at a particular

'(w) “Voluntary correction agreement” or “VCA” means a written contract between the

responsible party and the city, under which the responsible party agrees to abate nsible party agrees to abate the violation
yvnthln a specified time and according to specified conditions.

| Section 3. A new section entitled “Service of written notice,” to be codified as KMC
1.12.027, is hereby created and shall read as follows:

|

1.12.027 Service of written notice.

(a) Service of a notice and order of civil violation, stop work order, cease and desist order, or
other official written notice of violation will be made by one or more of the following methods:

|
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(1) By personal service to the responsible party or by leaving a copy of the written notice
at such person’s place of residence with a person of suitable age and discretion who
resides there.

(2) By posting the written notice in a conspicuous place on the property where the violation
occurred and concurrently mailing notice as provided for in this subsection.

(3) By mailing two copies of the written notice, postage prepaid, one by ordinary first-class
mail and the other by certified mail, to the responsible party at their last known address, at
the address of the civil violation, or at the address of the place of business of the
responsible party. The taxpayer's address as shown on the county tax records will be
| deemed to be the proper address for the purpose of mailing such notice to the landowner
‘ of the property where the civil violation occurred.

- (b) The failure of the city to serve written notice on all responsible parties will not invalidate any
| proceedings as to any other person duly served.

| (c) Proof of service should be made by a written declaration under penalty of perjury executed
. by the person effecting the service, declaring the time and date of service, and the manner by
. which the service was made.

[ Section 4. Section 1.12.030 of the Kirkland Municipal Code and the corresponding
- portions of Ordinance No. 4280 § 1 (part) (2011) are amended to read as follows:
|

'1 1.12.030 Voluntary correction agreement.

(a) Applicability. This section applies whenever the appheable—depaﬁment—dweeter city
deterrnlnes that a_civil violation-ef-aregulation has occurred or is occurring.

(b) General. The city will applicable-department-direstor-shall-make a reasonable attempt to
secure voluntary correction by contacting the persen-responsible party ferthe-velation-where

\pessnble explaining the violation, and requesting correction_via a_voluntary correction
‘agreement (VCA). At the city’s dlscretlon a VCA may be entered into at any time before an

&administrative appeal is decided.

(c) fssuanee—of—Entry info a Voluntary Correction Agreement. A veluntary—cerrestion
lag;ee-ment—VCA may be entered into between the persen-responsible party fer-the-vielatien

and the city, acting through the applicable-departiment-director or their designee.
;(d) The VCA will, at minimum, include the following:
. (1) The name and address of the responsible party who is entering.into the VCA;

‘ (2) The street address or other description sufficient for identification of the building,
1 structures, premises, or land upon which the civil violation has occurred or is occurring;

| (3) A _description of the civil violation and a reference to the city regulation, permit
' condition, or written rule or requirement that has been violated:
|

(4) The necessary corrective action to be taken:;
. (6) The date by which the corrective action must be completed;
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(6) Agreement by the responsible party that the city may inspect the premises to
determine compliance with the VCA: including explicit written permission from the

responsible party and/or the property owner for the city to enter land or premises or
structures to make such determination;

(7) The amount of the civil fine and/or the formula for calculating the civil fine that will be

imposed pursuant to this chapter if the responsible party does not meet their obligations
under the VCA;

(8) A statement that the responsible party waives their right to an administrative or judicial
hearing for appeal purposes; and

(9) Agreement by the responsible party that if the city determines that such party does not
meet their obligations specified in the VCA, the city may impose any remedy authorized by
law, including, but not limited to:

(A) Assessment of civil fines as established by this chapter, and/or as identified in the
VCA, and/or as allowed by law;

(B) Summary abatement of the civil violation by the city:
(C) Assessment of all costs and expenses incurred by the city to pursue code

enforcement and to abate the civil violation, including legal and incidental expenses;
and

(D) Suspension, revocation, or limitation of a permit.
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(3-e) Extension—Modification. An extension of the time limit for correction or a modification of

the required corrective action may be granted by the-applicable-department-direstor city at the

city’s discretion, such as if the persen-responsible party fer-the—vielation-has shown due

diligence and/or substantial progress in correcting the violation but unforeseen circumstances
| render correction under the original conditions unattainable.

(5-D Collection of Costs. If the terms of the-veluntary-cerrection-agreement VCA are not met,

the peren-responsuble Qarty feethe—wela&ea—sha# quI be assessed a menetaw—penalt-y—cnvul
 fine eermm i fter; in accordance with Section

1 12, 045040 plus all costs and expenses of abatement as set forth in Section 1.12.060.

} Section 5. Section 1.12.040 of the Kirkland Municipal Code and the corresponding
. portions of Ordinance No. 4556 § 1 (2017) are amended to read as follows:

‘ 1.12.040 Notice and order of civil violation.
, (a) Issuance.

" (1) When the appheable—depamnent—éfeeter—c_w determines that a civil violation has

. occurred or is occurring and is unable to secure voluntary correction’ pursuant to

. Section 1.12.030, the-applicable-department-director-the city may issue a notice and order
of civil violation to the-persen-responsible party forthe-violation.

. (2) The applicable-department-directorcity, in its discretion, may issue a notice and order
of civil violation without first having attempted to secure voluntary correction as prowded in

f Section 1.12.030,underthe-following-circumstances:
|

(b) Content. The notice and order of civil violation-sha will include the following:
(1) The name and address of the perser-responsible party forthat-vielatien; and

(2) The street address or description sufficient for identification of the building, structure,
premises, or land upon or within which the violation has occurred or is occurring; and

. (3) A description of the violation and a reference to the provision(s) of the city regulation,
. permit condition, or written rule or requirement whieh-that has been violated; and
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(4) The requured correct:ve actlon and a date and time by whlch the correctlon must be
completed;< unla 2666 h

(5) The date-time-and-ocation-of-a-right to request an appeal hearing before the hearing
examiner_as set forth in Section 1.12.047;-which-willbe-atleast-ten-days-from-the-date-the
notice-of-civilviolation-has-been-served; and

(#6) A statement that the costs and expenses of abatement mcurred by the cuty pursuant

to Section 1.12.060 and-2 : :
may be assessed agalnst the person to whom

spesrﬁed—m—subseeﬂea—(e)—ef-—this-seehen
the notice and order of civil violation is directed-as-spesified-and-ordered-by-the-hearing

examiner.

(c) Service of Notlce and Order of Cwul Vlolatlon The appheable—elepaftment—diseeter—shaﬂ _|ty

|

(d) Continued Duty to Correct. Payment of a menetary—penalty civil fine pursuant to this
chapter does not relieve the person to whom the notice and order of civil violation was issued
of the duty to correct the violation.
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(g-e) Collection of Menetary-Renalty Civil Fine.

(1) The monetary-penalty civil fine constitutes a personal obligation of the person(s) to
whom the notice and order of civil violation is directed. Any menetary—penalty civil fine
assessed must be paid to the city as stated in the notice and order from the city that

penalties fines are due-as-established-in-the-hearing-examiners-desision.

(2) The city-atterney-or-histher-designee-is authorized to take appropriate action to collect
! the menetary-penalty civil fine. The city may contract with a collection agency for this

. purpose.

| Section 6. A new section entitled “Civil fines,” to be codified as KMC 1.12.045, is hereby
' created and shall read as follows:

1.12.045 Civil fines.
‘; (a) The city is authorized to assess monetary fines for any civil violation as identified in this
. chapter. When more than one responsible party is identified for fines and/or costs under this
chapter, the city may determine whether the responsible parties will be jointly and severally
| liable for all fines and/or costs assessed.
 (b) Fines assessed by the city pursuant to this chapter for civil violations included in a Notice
- and Order may be based on the number of days of noncompliance, dating back to the date of
l\ the initial violation.
(c) Fines assessed by the city pursuant to this chapter for failure to comply with the terms of a
'VCA may be based on the number of days of noncompliance for the initial violation, dating
| back to the date of the initial violation.
|
\(d) Fines assessed by the city pursuant to this chapter for violation of a posted stop work or
.cease and desist order will be assessed for each day the city determines that work or activity
'was done in violation of the stop work or cease and desist order.

J(e) Payment of a fine does not relieve the responsible party of the duty to correct the civil
'violation.

|

(f) The civil fines in this chapter are in addition to, and not in lieu of, any other penalties,
sanctions, restitution, or fines provided for in any other provisions of law.

|

(9) Civil fine amounts shall be assessed based on Table 1.12.045:

Table 1.12.045 - Civil Fines

r Unauthorized removal of posted stop work or cease and $1,000
| desist order

| Noncompliance with City requirement:
: Days 1-15 | $100 per day
| Days 16-30 | $250 per day
| Days 31+ | $500 per day

(h) In addition to the other fines provided for in this chapter, including daily fines, any party
responsible for a civil violation of the city’s critical area ordinance may be jointly and severally
IPabIe for site restoration for the redress of ecological, recreation, and economic values lost or

9
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damaged. Additionally, the responsible party may be assessed a civil fine up to $25,000 plus
restoration, based upon the severity of the violation as documented by the city.

For the purposes of this subsection, a civil violation of the critical areas ordinance means: the
violation of any provision of chapter 85 KZC (Critical Areas: Geologically Hazardous Areas)
and chapter 90 KZC (Critical Areas: Wetlands, Streams, Minor Lakes, Fish and Wildlife Habitat
Conservation Areas, Priority Habitat, and Frequently Flooded Areas); and/or the failure to
obtain a permit required for work in a critical area; and/or the failure to comply with the terms
and/or conditions of any permit, approval, critical area tract, setback area, easement, or other
covenant, plat restriction, binding assurance, mitigation plan, contract, or other agreement
related to a critical area.

(i) Except as provided otherwise in this chapter, the total civil fine for each civil violation shall
not exceed $50,000 per violation.
| Section 7. A new section entitled “Appeals,” to be codified as KMC 1.12.047, is hereby
created and shall read as follows:

f
|
- 1.12.047 Appeals.

. (a) Department staff should:

| (1) Be available within a reasonable time to a person wishing to file an appeal
\‘ pursuant to this chapter, and to respond to queries concerning the facts and
! processes of the city decision; and

; (2) Make available to a person wishing to file an appeal, within a reasonable time,
a copy of the key documents detailing the factual bases of the violation(s) listed
| in the city decision they wish to appeal.

| (b) Any person identified as a responsible party to a violation pursuant to any notice and order,
'stop work order, cease and desist order, or other official written notice issued by the city under
'this chapter may file an appeal within 21 calendar days after being served with a written copy
-of such city decision. When the last day of the period so computed is a federal or city holiday,
‘the period will run until 4:30 p.m. on the next business day. The appeal must be in writing
fclearly explaining the basis for the appeal.

(¢) Filing. Except as otherwise provided herein, appeals to the hearing examiner will be filed
with the planning and building department in person, or via U.S. Mail. If the appeal is filed by
iU'S' Mail, then the envelope must be post-marked by the applicable appeal deadline.

(d) The appeal must identify the city decision being appealed and the alleged errors in that
decision. Further, the appeal must state specific reasons why the city decision should be
reversed or modified, the harm suffered or anticipated by the appellant, and the relief sought.
The scope of an appeal will be based on matters or issues raised in the appeal.

Ke) Failure to timely file an appeal deprives the hearing examiner of jurisdiction to consider the
appeal.

(f) Upon receipt of the appeal, department staff will provide the hearing examiner with a copy
of an appeal and the city will schedule an appeal hearing before the hearing examiner. The
hearing will be conducted in accordance with the procedures set forth in KMC 1.12.050 and
the hearing examiner's Rules of Procedure for Appeals.

|

|

| 10
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Section 8. Section 1.12.050 of the Kirkland Municipal Code and the corresponding
portions of Ordinance No. 4451 § 3 (2014) are amended to read as follows:

1.12.050 Heanng before the hearmg exammer

- (e-a) Procedure. The hearing examiner-sha#t will conduct a hearing on the appeal of the civil

| violation pursuant to the Hearlng Exammer s Rules of Procedure for Code Enforcement Cases
. The city applicable-department-direstor-and the
\ persen responsible party to whom the notlce and order of civil violation, stop work order, cease
" and desist order. or other official written notice issued t by the city was directed may participate
' as parties in the hearing and each party may call witnesses. The city shall will have the burden
‘ of proof to demonstrate by a preponderance of the evidence that a violation has occurred,_and
that the amount of civil fine, if applicable, is reasonable, and whether the required corrective
\ action, if applicable, is reasonable. The determination of the city-applicable-department-director
asto whether a civil violation has occurred and the amount of any civil fine is reasonable and/or
; the need for required corrective action is reasonable-shall will be accorded substantial weight
by the hearing examiner in determining the reasonableness of the required-cerrestive-action

 city’s decision.

l (e¢-b) Decision of the Hearing Examiner.

preponderance of the evidence that a civil violation has occurred, and that the amount of

civil fine, if applicable, is reasonable, and that the required correctlon, if applicable, is

. reasonable, and-shall The hearing examiner will affirm, vacate, or modify the city’s decision

' regarding the alleged violation and the amount of civil fine and/or required corrective action,
with or without written conditions.

| (1) The hearing examiner—shall will determine whether the city has established by a
|

| (2) If the responsible party is found to have committed the alleged civil violation.—Fhe the
hearing examiner-shal_will issue ar a written order to the-persen responsible party for-the

j violation-which _that contains the following swing information:

\ (A) The decision regarding the alleged civil violation including findings of fact and
conclusions_of law-based-thereen-in support of the decision;

(B) The required corrective action;

(C) The date and time by which the-eetrestion corrective action must be completed;

| (D) The monetary-penatties civil fines assessed and the date and time by which
i those fines must be pai -based—en—the—entenan—subseetma—(d}@)—ef—th&s—seeﬁen

and

i (E) The date and time after which the city may proceed with abatement of the
unlawful condition if the required correction is not completed.

| 11



572
573
574
575
576
577
578
579
580
581
582
583
584
585
586

587 |

588
589
590
591
592

593 1|

594
595
596

597 |

598
599
600
601
602

6031

604
605
606

607 |

608
609
610
611
612
613
614
615
616
617
618
619
620
621
622
623
624
625

0-4943

(3) Assessment of Menetar—Renalty Civil Fine. The hearing examiner shall-have-the

i i i i ies: has authority to assess additional civil
fines that will be due if compliance with the hearing examiner's decision is not achieved
within the specified timeframe.

| te-deuble—the—meneta#y—pena#ty—sehedule— doubl ' AFy-E - ‘ leteminng h menetaFy-penalty-cwll n

the hearing examiner-shal_will consider the following factors:

(A) Whether the person responded to staff attempts to contact the person and
* cooperated with efforts to correct the civil violation;

| o
| By Whethertheperson-appeared-at-the-hearing;
| (&-B) Whether the civil violation was a repeat violation;

| (B-C) Whether the person showed due diligence and/or substantial progress in
correcting the violation;

(E-D) Whether a genuine code interpretation issue exists; and
(F-E) Any other relevant factors.

\

~ (5) Notice of Decision. The hearing examiner-shal will email a copy of the decision to the
. person responsible for the civil violation and to the city-applicable-department-director
- within ten_(10) working days of the hearing; provided the responsible party has provided
. the city and the hearing examiner with an email address. If no email address has been
' provided, a copy of the decision will be mailed by the hearing examiner to the responsible
- party via first class mail.

(ec) Failure to Appear. If the person te-wheom-the-netice-ef-civil-viclation-was-issued-who filed
ithe appeal fails to appear at the scheduled hearing, without good cause, the examiner will

ienter an default order finding that the civil violation occurred and assess the appropriate

| monetary-penalty civil fine in addition to other remedies as allowed under this chapter. The city
‘will carry out the hearing examiner’s order and recover all related expenses plus the cost of

'the hearing and any menetary-penalty civil fine from that-persen the responsible party.

i(g) Effect of Decision. The decision of the hearing examiner will constitute the final decision of
the city unless appealed to superior court as set forth below. The city may pursue collection
.and abatement as provided in this chapter and as allowed by law.

{(f_e;) Appeal to Superior Court. An appeal of the decision of the hearing examiner must may be

filed with superior court; any such appeal related to a land use decision must be appealed
pursuant to the Land Use Petition Act ("L UPA"), codified in chapter 36.70C RCW. If an appeal

|
!
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is sought, it must be filed within twenty-one (_2_1) calendar days from the date the heanng
examiner's decision was jssued-me .
directed-or-is-thereafterbarred.

Section 9. Section 1.12.0585 of the Kirkland Municipal Code and the corresponding
portions of Ordinance No. 4451 § 4 (2014) are amended to read as follows:

1.12.055 Reduction of monetary-penalties—civil fines.
(a) The city-applicable-department-direstor may reduce menetaw—penalt&es civil fines assessed
in-Sestion—1-12:050 under this chapter if the civil violation is corrected and the city verifies in

- writing that the correction has been made and is acceptable-correstion—is—verified-by-the
department.

| (b) For reduction of menetary-penalties civil fines, the persen-responsible party forthe-violation
shall_will have the burden of proof that the civil violation has been corrected. The-persen
x esgonsuble party must inform the city-department of the date of correction and request

 verification by the city-department.
; (c) The city-applicable-departmentdirester may base the decision to reduce a

' civil fine on an evaluation of individual circumstances, including but not limited to the severity
~ of the violation, the impact to neighbors, the duration of the violation, the cost to the city, the
| public interest belng protected, and the cooperation of the persen responsible party fer-the
[welatlen The person responsible party for-the—vielation must submit a written request for
l reduction of fenetary-pendlties civil fines that includes an explanation of the circumstances
surrounding the commission of the violation and acts taken to correct the violation.

E(d) Nothing in this section-shall obligates the_city-direster to reduce any menetary-penalties
 civil fines.
|-——_

@ Section 10. Section 1.12.057 of the Kirkland Municipal Code and the corresponding
‘pOl"tIOﬂS of Ordinance No. 4451 § 5 (2014) are amended to read as follows:

‘1 12.057 Certificate-of noncompliance Notice on title.
(a) #-When a property-remains-is determined by the city to be out of compliance under this
‘chapter-after-a—-hearing-examiner-decision-verifying-the-vielatien, the applicable department

idlrector may record a eertificate-of-noncompliance-notice on title.

(b) The ecertificate-of-noncompliance-notice on title is a notice recorded on the title of real
property The purpose of the ceHifieate notice on title is to give notice to interested parties of
outstanding code investigations and violations.

|

(c) The notice on title-certificate-of-noncompliance-must should include a statement ef-hew
that it can be removed from the title of the property when the civil violation(s) have been
corrected.

% Section 11. Section 1.12.060 of the Kirkland Municipal Code and the corresponding
portions of Ordinance No. 4280 § 1 (part) (2011) are amended to read as follows:

1 12.060 Abatement by the city.

(a) The city may abate a condition which was caused by or continues to be a civil violation
when:

|

(1) The terms of a voluntary correction agreement pursuant to Section 1.12.030 have not

i
been met; or

13
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(2) A notice and order of civil violation has been issued pursuant to Section 1.12.040, the
responsible party did not timely request a hearing, and the responsible party has failed to
correct their violation by the date required by the City: or

(23) A notice and order of civil violation has been issued pursuant to Section 1.12.040 and
a hearing has been held pursuant to Section 1.12.050 and the required correction has not
been completed by the date specified in the hearing examiner’s order; or

(4) A timely appeal was filed pursuant to Section 1.12.047, and the appellant failed to
appear at the scheduled hearing, and the hearing examiner has found in favor of the city
by default; or

(3-5) The condition is subject to summary abatement as provided for in subsection
(b) of this section_or any other grovision of city or state law.

(b) Summary Abatement. Whenever any civil violation ef-aregulation causes a condition the
| continued existence of which constitutes an immediate and emergent threat to the public

health, safety or welfare or to the environment, the city may summarily and without prior notice

abate the condition. Notice of such abatement, including the reason for it,-shall will be given to
| the—persen responsible_party for the violation as soon as reasonably possuble after the
\ abatement.

\ (c) Authorized Action by the City. Using any lawful means, the city may enter upon the subject
, property and may remove or correct the condition which is subject to abatement. The city may
| seek such judicial process as it deems necessary to effect the removal or correction of such
- condition.

(d) Recovery of Costs and Expenses. The costs, including incidental expenses, of correcting
the civil violation-shall will be billed to the persen-responsible_party for the violation and/or the
| owner, lessor, tenant or other person entitled to control, use and/or occupy the property and
shall will become due and payable to the city at City HaII the-permit-center within ten business

ealenda; days Such costs may mclude, but are_not limited to, the followmg—:Fhe—temq

(1) “Legal expenses,” which include, but are not limited to:

| (A) Personal costs, both direct and indirect, including attorney’s fees and all costs
incurred by the city Attorney's Office or its designee;

! (B) Actual and incidental expenses and costs incurred by the city in preparing notices,
‘ contracts, court pleadings, and all other necessary documents; and

\ (C) All costs associated with the retention and use of expert witnesses or consultants.
| (2) “Abatement expenses,” which include, but are not limited to:

\ (A) Costs incurred by the city for preparation of notices. contracts, and related
‘ documents;
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(B) All costs associated with inspection of the abated property and monitoring of said
property consistent with orders of compliance issued by the hearing examiner or a court
of competent jurisdiction;

(C) All costs incurred by the city, including but not limited to, costs for hauling, storage,
disposal, or removal of vegetation, trash, debris. dangerous structures or structures
unfit for occupancy, potential vermin habitat or fire hazards, junk vehicles, obstructions
to public rights-of-way, and setback obstructions;

(D) All costs incurred by law enforcement or related enforcement agencies;

(E) All costs incurred by the city during abatement of nuisance and code violations,
which may include interest in an amount as prescribed by law; and

(F) The city will have a lien for the actual costs of any abatement proceedings under
this chapter, and all other related costs including attorney and expert witness fees,
against the real property on which the work of abatement was performed. The lien will
be subordinate to all previously existing special assessment liens imposed on the same
property and will be superior to all other liens, except for state and county taxes, with
which it will be on parity.

(e) Interference No person—shall wrll obstruct lmpede or lnterfere with the cnty or its agents,

in performing any

tasks necessary to correct or abate the crvrl vnolatlon

Section 12. Section 1.12.070 of the Kirkland Municipal Code and the corresponding
portlons of Ordinance No. 4451 § 6 (2014) are amended to read as follows:

11.12.070 Stop work erders and erders-te cease and desist orders.
\ (a) Issuance of Order. The city may issue a stop work or cease and desist order, detailing the
IVI| vuolatlon and Qrohlbltlng any further work or actuvrty at the snte |f the followmg actions occur:

cire ata a¥- 2d-0 -

Ihana

(1) Work is underway without a required permit;

- (2) Work is being done in violation of a permit's terms:
‘i (3) The activity contradicts any provision of the Kirkland Zoning Code or Municipal Code;
. (4) The activity poses a threat to public health or safety; or

|

| (5) The activity significantly impairs the city's ability to enforce the Zoning or Municipal

Code.

The order will be served on the responsible party as set forth in Section 1.12.027. The order
\rvill also be posted on the property in a conspicuous manner.

r
| 15
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(b) Effect. Upon issuance of a stop work or cease and desist order, the cited work or activity
must immediately cease. Work or activity may not resume unless specifically authorized in
advance by the city in writing. In addition to being subject to the fines in Section 1.12.045, any
violation of a stop work or cease and desist order is hereby declared to be a public nuisance
and the city is authorized to enjoin or abate such nuisance by any legal or equitable means

available.

(bc) Fees and Penalties. The applicable department director is authorized to assess a special
investigation fee for the issuance of a stop work erder or-erderte cease and desist order based
on the costs to the city of investigation and enforcement of the order. Any person who shall
continues any work or activity on the property after having been served with a stop work erder
or erderte cease and desist order (except such work as that person is directed to perform to
remove a violation or unsafe con condition)-skall_will be subject to fines established in Section

1.12.045 and penalties as-previded-under-this-chapter-and-as otherwise prescribed by law.

" (d) Any person identified as a responsible party, and/or any person with an ownership interest

in property subject to a stop work or cease and desist order may file an appeal as set forth in
KMC 1.12.047.

Section 13. Section 1.12.080 of the Kirkland Municipal Code and the corresponding

- portions of Ordinance No. 4280 § 1 (part) (2011) are amended to read as follows:
810 i

1.12.080 Entry to buildings and premises—Warrants.
‘ Whenever necessary to make an mspectlon to determine whether a civil violation has occurred
or is occurring, or to enforce any provision of the Kirkland Zoning Code or Kirkland Municipal
Code, or regulation issued thereunder, violation of which is a civil violation under this chapter,
i the applicable department director or his their designee may enter any building or premises at
any reasonable time, provided if such building or premises is occupled he-shall they will first
‘ present credentials and demand entry, and if such building or premises is not occupied, ke
shall they will first make a reasonable effort to locate the owner or other person having charge
' of the building or premises and demand entry. If such entry is refused, or the owner or other
 person having charge of the building or premises cannot be located, the applicable department
\ director or-his their designee shall will have recourse to every remedy provided by law to secure
entry, mcludmg recourse to the district or superior court for issuance of a warrant authorizing
r such entry and inspection.

| Section 14. Section 1.12.100 of the Kirkland Municipal Code and the corresponding
‘lportions of Ordinance No. 4877 § 1 (2024) are amended to read as follows:

11.12.100 Special provisions relating to enforcement of tree regulations in Chapter
95 KZC.

‘(a) General Requirements. This section applies to all trees in the city, including pnvate property

trees, public property trees and street trees. Enforcement shall will be conducted in accordance

|wnth procedures set forth in this chapter Special enforcement provisions related to tree

rretentlon and restoration are set forth in this section.

(b) Authority. It shall_will be the duty of the applicable department director or designee to
}administer the provisions of this section.

(c) Civil Penalty Fines for Tree Removal.

| (1) It is unlawful to remove or damage trees |n vrolatuon of the tree regulatlons in Gchapter
95 KZC. > d 3 g : d




1

(2) In addition to the definitions established in Section 1.12.020, any person who aids or
abets inthe a violation of the city's tree regulations shall_will be considered to have
committed a violation for purposes of fines.

(3) Types of Violations. Violations of this code include, but are not limited to, the following:

(A) Removal or damage to tree(s), prior to final tree retention plan approval or issuance
of a city tree removal permit;

(B) Removal or damage to tree(s) that are shown, or would be shown, to be retained
on an approved tree retention plan or any other violation of an approved tree retention
plan;

(C) Removal or damage to tree(s) without applying for or obtaining a required city tree
removal permit; of

(D) Removal or damage to tree(s) in violation of any of the terms and conditions of an
issued city permit, which will require compliance with the most current version of the
American National Standards Institute (ANSI) A300 Tree Care Standards pruning
standards-;

(E) Removal or relocation of tree and soil protection fencing without approval by the
city: or

(F) Damage to tree and soil protection fencing.

(4) Civil penalty fines shall will be assessed in accordance with Table 1.12.100, based on
the diameter at breast height (DBH) of the unlawfully removed or damaged tree trunk. If
the DBH of an unlawfully removed or damaged tree cannot be established, the diameter of
the remaining stump, tep-shall measured at two feet or less above natural grade, minus 10
percent, will be used in lieu of DBH. In cases where the stump has been removed, the city
will approximate the size of removed tree(s) based on available evidence, and if there is
inadequate evidence of the size of the tree the city shallwill assess a minimum ten
thousand-dellar-civil penalty-fine perequivalent to the fine for a landmark tree over 30
inches diameter per Table 1.12.100 for each unlawfully removed tree_and stump. Fines
may will be assessed against the responsible party in addition to the cost(s) of restoration.

a aiont Aotlo

N

.
a¥a )

h city v. i ts sole disretio,e or wive y ﬁes n e-bycase ais ff
the responsible party seeks a reduction or waiver, then they must submit a written request
for such to the city, which must include at a minimum a detailed statement of the

circumstances surrounding the violation and all of the reasons that support a reduction or
waiver of fines.
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Table 1.12.100. Civil Renalty-Fines

Fines per Tree when
Unlawfully Removed or
Damaged T(ee DBH or Fines per Tree El’ar:;::et'e: 1.;':;2:'39;
Stump Diameter Similar Document’
Trees less than 6 inches | none $1,000
Larger than 6 and up to
10 inches $1,000 $1,500
Larger than 10 and up to
14 inches $2,000 $3,000
Larger than 14 and up to
18 inches $4,000 $6,000
Larger than 18 and up to
22 inches $6,000 $9,000
Larger than 22 and up to
26 inches $8,000 $12,000
Larger than 26 and up to
30 inches $16,000 $24,000
Larger than 30 inches $20,000 $30,000
Tree stump has been 2 2
eliminated $46,600-20,000 $45;000-30,000

Footnotes:

1. Tree(s) protected through easements, tracts or similar mechanism (such as,_but not limited
to, grove easements, Native Growth Protection Easements, Native Growth Retention Area, or
Protected Natural-Areas).

2. Minimum fine amount; fine will be based on an assessment of actual size of tree when
evidence allows.

(5) Civil fines for tree protection fencing violations and tree damage not resuiting in

immediate removal.

(A) For unauthorized relocation or removal of tree protection, such as tree
protection fencing, violators are subject to a $5.000 fine per location on the property in

addition to any fines that may be assessed for damage caused to a tree resulting from
such removal.

B If a tree has been damaged and it has been determined by an ISA-certified
arborist (as defined by chapter 95 KZC) that the tree is not a hazard tree and does not
have to be immediately removed, then the fine will be equivalent to half the fine amount
in _Table 1.12.100 for Unlawfully Removed or Damaged Trees. Additionally, the
responsible party will repair all damages according to the recommendations of an ISA-
certified arborist, using best available science.

(C) If a tree is damaged to the extent that it is considered a hazard tree, fines will
be issued for the full amount set forth in Table 1.12.100 for Unlawfully Removed or
Damaged Trees. Additionally, the responsible party will be required to provide site
restoration as set forth in KMC 1.12.100(d).

(5-6) The fine per tree-penalty for repeat violations-shall_will be determined by multiplying
the fine per tree amount in Table 1.12.100 by the number of violations. For example, the
fine per tree amount for second-time violations is multiplied by two, and the fine per tree
amount for third-time violations is multiplied by three, and so on.

18
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(6-7) Treble Damages. Where violation(s) result in the unlawful removal of or damage to
public trees, in addition to the civil peralty fines in Table 1.12.100, the city may assess
treble damages per RCW 64.12.030.

(d) Tree and Site Restoration.

(1) Restoration Plan. Violators of Chapter KZC 95 KZGC or of a permit issued thereunder
shall.will be responsible for restoring unlawfully damaged areas. The goal of the restoration
plan shall_will be a site condition that, to the greatest extent practical, equals the site
condition that would have existed in the absence of the violation.

(A) The restoration plan-sha#t_will depict repairs of any environmental and property
damage and restoration of the site.

(B) Tree violations that occur in critical areas and their buffers, on properties within
shoreline jurisdiction and within the Holmes Point Overlay zone are also subject to any
restoration plan requirements in chapters 90, 85, 83 and 70 KZC, respectively.

(C) Restoration plans on private property-shall will be approved by the planning official.
If the violation occurred to public trees or street trees, the applicable department
director or their designee may require a violator to pay fees in lieu of restoration per
subsection (d)(3) of this section.

(2) Restoration Plan Standards. The restoration plan-sha#l_will be in accordance to the
following standards:

(A) The number of trees required to be planted-shall will be equal to the number of tree
credits of illegally removed trees according to Table 1.12.101.

Table 1.12.101;: Tree Credits for lllegally Removed Trees

(Credits per-minimum maximum diameter — DHB)

DBH Tree DBH Tree DBH Tree
Credits Credits Credits

3—56" 0.5 24" 8 38’ 15
6~—10" 1 26" 9 40" 16

12" 2 28° 10 42" 17

14" 3 30" 11 44" 18

16" 4 32" 12 46" 19

18" 5 34" 13 48" 20

20" 6 36" 14 50" 21

22" 7

(B) The minimum size for a tree planted for restoration shal will be a six-foot-tall conifer
and/or two-inch caliper deciduous or broadleaf evergreen tree. The city may approve

19
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smaller restoration tree sizes at a higher restoration ratio, depending on the size, quality
and species of the removed tree.

(C) The restoration plan shall-will include a maintenance plan and an agreement or
security to ensure survival and maintenance of restoration trees for a minimum five-
year period.

(3) In the event the violators cannot restore the unlawfully removed or damaged trees, the
violators shall-will pay a fee in lieu of restoration to the city forestry account.

(A) Fees in lieu of restoratlon ehall-wull be as set forth in KZC 95 34 feur—huﬂdfed—ﬁﬂ-y

(B) If the diameter at breast height of a removed or damaged tree trunk is unknown,
determinations of tree value shall will be made per subsection (c)(4) of this section.

(4) Owner Liability for Restoration. Where a violation of chapter 95 KZC has occurred, and
when more than one responsible party is identified for fines, the city may determine that
the responsible parties will be jointly and severally liable for all fines and/or costs assessed
against each responsible party, including the cost and performance of restoration.

(e) Hearing-en-Vielation; Failure to Restere-orFailure-te Pay Fines and/or Provide Restoration.
) The city shall_will enforce this code via issuance of a notice_and order of civil violation te-the
 vielater{s)-according to the procedures set forth in this chapter. Vielater(s) The responsible
\ party may administratively appeal the notice_and order of civil violation,_and/or the amount of
- the fine, and/or any restoration due, in which case a hearing ea—the—neﬂee—ef—eml-welaﬂea—shau
L will be held in accordance with Section 1.12.050 and the hearing examiner shall will determine
- whether violation(s) occurred and, if so, the hearing examiner may impose any appropriate
\ fine(s) for such violation(s), as well as require restoration or fee(s) in lieu of restoration. Nothing

‘ in this provision affects the City's right to order required restoration, pursuant to this chapter
; nd chapters 90 and 95 KZC.

i Section 15. Section 1.12.110 of the Kirkland Munlmpal Code, entitled “Special
- provisions relating to enforcement of nuisance regulations,” and the corresponding portions of
;Ordlnance No. 4491 § 3 (part) (2015), are hereby repealed.

\ Section 16. Section 1.12.200 of the Kirkland Municipal Code and the corresponding
'portions of Ordinance No. 4756 § 2 (2021) are amended to read as follows:

‘ 1.12.200 Special provision relating to enforcement of Chapter 15.52 (Surface Water
Management).

(a) General Requirements. This section applies to violations of Chapter 15.52, including illicit

ldlscharges and connections that discharge into the municipal storm drain system and/or

surface and ground waters. Enforcement—shali_will be conducted in accordance with

\procedures set forth in this chapter.

}Spemal enforcement provisions related to illicit discharges and connections are set forth in this
\sectlon

(b) Authority. lt-shall_ will be the duty of the public works director or designee to administer the
\prowsmns of this section.

\gc) Determining Fines for lllicit Discharges and Connections and Other Violations of Chapter
5.52.
|
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(1) Each action or omission taken in violation of Chapter 15.52-shall_will constitute a
separate violation.

(2) Any person who aids or abets the violation-shal_will be considered to have committed
a violation for purpose of assessment of fines.

(3) Fines for a violation-shal will be determined using the surface water enforcement matrix
(Table 1) and administered per violation.

| Table 1. Surface Water Enforcement Matrix

x Enforcement Evaluation Criteria | Zero (0) One (1) Two (2)

; points point points
\
% 1) Public Health Risk?
! 2) Environmental Damage?

3) Discharge into Municipal

Storm Drain System?

4) Unresponsive in
; Correcting Action?
; 5) Was the violation a Result
| of a Responsible Party(s)

Failure to Properly

| Operate, Maintain, or

| Implement a Required
Plan?

i
- The surface water enforcement matrix (Table 1) is comprised of a set of criteria formulated as
\ questions for the director to evaluate and answer. The director uses the guidelines below to
 determine the total points to be assessed according to the violation. The surface water fine(s)

Qare determined by the total score of the matrix.

1. Did the violation result in a public health risk?

| a. Assess zero points if there is no evidence to support a claim of public health

| risk or adverse health effects.

| b. Assess one point if evidence supports a claim of public health risk and there is

| a plausible connection between this violation and health effect.

|

}‘ c. Assess two points if there is evidence directly linking public health risk or
adverse effects with the violation.

“2. Did the violation result in environmental (e.g., physical, chemical, or biological)

damage?

[ a. Assess zero points if there is no evidence to support a claim of environmental

l damage.

| b. Assess one point if environmental damage can be reasonably inferred from

| evidence or knowledge of the effects of the violation.

|
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c. Assess two points if there is evidence directly linking environmental damage
with the violation.

3. Did the violation discharge into the municipal storm drain system?

a. Assess zero points if there is no evidence to support a claim of impact to
municipal storm drain system.

b. Assess one point if impact to municipal storm drain system can be reasonably
| inferred from evidence or knowledge of the effects of the violation.

| c. Assess two points if there is evidence directly linking municipal storm drain
system impacts to the violation.

Was the responsible party unresponsive in correcting the violation?

a. Assess zero points if the violation was corrected as soon as the responsible
} party learned of it.

! b. Assess one point if the violation was corrected, or measures were attempted to
be implemented, in a less timely and cooperative fashion.

c. Assess two points if the responsible party made no attempt to correct the
violation or no measures were attempted to be implemented to prevent further violation.
| 5. Was the violation a result of a responsible party(s) failure to properly operate, maintain,
| or implement a required plan?

\ a. Assess zero points if the violation was not the result of improper or inadequate
actions or inactions described above.

b. Assess one point if proper operation or actions described above were
% completed but a violation still occurred.

| c. Assess two points if the violation was a result of improper or inadequate actions
i or inactions described above.

iOnce the total amount of penalty points is determined, a rating and a corresponding surface
‘water fine amount are established (Table 2).

Table 2. Penalty Points Rating and Corresponding Surface Water Fine Amount

1-2
$500

34
$1,500

5-6
$2,500

8
$6,000

9
$8,000

10

Rating
| $10,000

| Fine

7
$4,000

‘(d) Self-Reported Violations. The director or designee may reduce or waive the surface water
\ﬂne for persons who immediately self-report violations to the city at 425-587-3900.

‘(e) Assessment of Fines.

(1) Fines. The_city-directer-or-desighee-shall will assess the surface water fine against any
" responsible party in a written notice that sets forth the nature of the violation and the

determination of the amount of the fine. The director or designee may elect not to seek

\
|
|
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surface water fines if he or she finds that rare and unique circumstances do not warrant
imposition of fines.

(2) Repeat Violations. Where the city finds a repeat violation of Chapter 15.52 has occurred
pursuant to Section 1.12.020(l), the fine for the repeat violation-shal will be determined by
multiplying the surface water fine amount in Table 2 by the number of violations. For
example, the fine for second time violators is multiplied by two, and the fine for third time
violators is multiplied by three, and so on.

(f) Corrective Action and Summary Abatement. In addition to surface water fines, the city may
require the responsible party to take corrective action to cease violating Chapter 15.52,
including, but not limited to, requiring the responsible party to fully remove pollutants from
private storm system(s) which enter into the municipal storm system. In the event the
responsible party fails to take necessary corrective action in a timely fashion, the city may take
summary abatement action in accordance with Section 1.12.060(b).

\
- (g) Cost Recovery. The_city-director—er—desighee—shall_will assess costs associated with

|

cleaning or restoring the municipal storm drain system against any responsible party in a
written notice that sets forth the nature of the violation and the determination of the amount.
The director or designee may elect not to seek costs if_they—he-er-she finds that unique
circumstances do not warrant such collection.

\ (h) Real Property Owner Liability. Where a violation of Chapter 15.52 has occurred at least in
- part on private property, and when more than one person is responsible for fines and/or costs

; under subsection (d), (e) and/or (f) of this section, the_city-direstor-er-desigree may determine
- that the owner of the real property where the wolatlon occurred-shalt will be jointly and severally
| liable for all of the fines and/or costs assessed against each person.

- (i) Notice_and Order of Civil Violation-and-Hearing-en-ielatien. The city may issue a notice
| and order of civil violation to any responsible party who violates Chapter 15.52 and who fails
to pay surface water fines and/or costs of recovery, and/or costs of abatement, and/or fails to

take other necessary corrective action.Fhe-hearing-on-the-netice-ef-civil-violation-shall-be-held
in-accordance-with-Section-1-12:060-

(i) Appeal. The responsible party may request an appeal to the city's hearing examiner as
provided in KMC 1.12.047.

Section 17. If any provision of this ordinance or its application to any person or
circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of the ordinance or the application of the provision
to other persons or circumstances is not affected.

Section 18. This ordinance shall be in force and effect five days from and after its
}passage by the City Council and publication pursuant to Section 1.08.017, Kirkland Municipal
Code in the summary form attached to the original of this ordinance and by this reference
‘approved by the City Council.

|
‘ Passed by majority vote of the Kirkland City Council in open meeting this 7th day of
July, 2026.

i Signed in authentication thereof this 7th day of July, 2026.
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\

/il
&Hl’ qurty. Mayor
Attest: /

Approved as to Forr@L
Anf)

Dé’ccéy'Eilé'rﬁ, ity Attorney
Publication Date: July 13, 2026
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PUBLICATION SUMMARY
OF ORDINANCE NO. 0-4943

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF KIRKLAND RELATING TO CODE
ENFORCEMENT; AMENDING CHAPTER 1.12 OF THE KIRKLAND
MUNICIPAL CODE; AND PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY AND AN
EFFECTIVE DATE.

; SECTION 1. Amends Kirkland Municipal Code (KMC) 1.12.010, expanding and
| clarifying purpose and intent of code enforcement.

1 SECTION 2. Amends KMC 1.12.020, providing definitions of key terms in chapter
1.12 KMC.

SECTION 3. Adds a new section to chapter 1.12 KMC, KMC 1.12.027, providing
5 standard service methods for enforcement notices.

SECTION4. Amends KMC 1.12.030, updating voluntary correction agreement
. ‘process.

[ SECTION 5. Amends KMC 1.12.040, expanding staff authority to issue notice and
. order of civil violation.

[ SECTION 6. Adds a new section to chapter 1.12 KMC, KMC 1.12.045, establishing
i predicable, graduated fines to encourage code compliance.

| SECTION 7. Adds a new section to chapter 1.12 KMC, KMC 1.12.047, updating
| appeal rights and filing deadlines.

; SECTION 8. Amends KMC 1.12.050, regarding proceedings before the hearing
gexaminer.

| SECTION 9. Amends KMC 1.12.055, providing criteria for discretionary civil fine
“reductions.

|
c SECTION 10. Amends KMC 1.12.057, renaming the section authorizing city to record
‘a notice on title when property remains out of code compliance.

| SECTION 11. Amends KMC 1.12.060, providing authority for City abatement of code
violations and cost recovery.

1
| SECTION 12. Amends KMC 1.12.070, strengthening authority to issue stop-work and
cease-and-desust orders and establishing formal appeals process.

SECTION 13. Amends KMC 1.12.080, modernizing language.

SECTION 14. Amends KMC 1.12.100, adding violations for removing or relocating tree
protection fencing and updating fine calculation methods.

SECTION 15. Repeals KMC 1.12.110 to eliminate duplication with chapter 11.24 KMC.

SECTION 16. Amends KMC 1.12.200, modernizing language.

| SECTION 17. Provides a severability clause for the ordinance.
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SECTION 18. Authorizes publication of the ordinance by summary pursuant to KMC
1.08.017 and establishes the effective date as July 1, 2026, which will be more than five days

from and after its passage by the City Council and publication of summary.

| The full text of this Ordinance will be mailed without charge to any person upon request
. made to the City Clerk for the City of Kirkland. The Ordinance was passed by the Kirkland City

Council at its meeting on the 7th day of July, 2026.

| certify that the foregoing is a summary of Ordinance 0-4943 approved by the Kirkland

City Council for summary publication.

juAOn-, Deputy C{fj Clecic



