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ORDINANCE 0-4918 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF KIRKLAND RELATING TO ZONING AND 
LAND USE TO UPDATE KIRKLAND'S CRITICAL AREAS ORDINANCE 
THROUGH AMENDMENTS TO CHAPTERS 5, 85, 90, AND 95 OF THE 
KIRKLAND ZONING CODE, AND ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE DATE; FILE 
NO. CAM25-00248. • 

WHEREAS, the Growth Management Act (GMA), specifically RCW 36. 70A.130, 
mandates that the City of Kirkland take legislative action to review, and if needed, revise its 
Comprehensive Plan and development regulations to ensure continued compliance with the 
GMA (also known as "periodic review"); and 

WHEREAS, on December 10, 2024, the City Council adopted Ordinance 0-4896 
amending the Comprehensive Plan in compliance with the GMA; and 

9 WHEREAS, the GMA also requires that critical areas be designated, that all functions 
10 and values of those critical areas be protected, and that the City must conduct a periodic review 
11 and update of its critical areas regulations no later than 12 months after its Comprehensive Plan 
12 update; and 
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WHEREAS, the City Council has received a recommendation from the Planning 
Commission to amend Chapters 5, 85, 90, and 95 of the Kirkland Zoning Code (KZC) as set forth 
in the staff report dated October 21, 2025, bearing Kirkland Planning and Building Department 
File No. CAM25-00248, so as to bring the City's Critical Area Ordinance into compliance with the 
GMA; and 

WHEREAS, prior to making the recommendation to amend the KZC, and following the 
noticing requirements of KZC 160.40, the Planning Commission held a public hearing on October 
23, 2025, on the amendment proposals and considered the comments received at the public 
hearing; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA), there has been a l 
SEPA Addendum to the City of Kirkland 2015 Comprehensive Plan Update Draft and Totem : 
Lake Planned Action Ordinance Final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), the NE 85th Street 
Station Area Planned Action Final Supplemental EIS, and the 2044 Comprehensive Plan Update 
Final Supplemental EIS, that was issued by the responsible official pursuance to WAC 197-11-
625 on October 22, 2025; and • 

WHEREAS, in a regular public meeting on December 9, 2025, the City Council 
considered the SEPA determination made by the City's SEPA Responsible Official, together with 
the report and recommendation of the Planning Commission; and 

i 

WHEREAS, the City Council recognizes that adoption of this ordinance is necessary to : 
comply with the periodic review and update requirements under the GMA, RCW 36. 70A.130. • 

NOW, THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of Kirkland do ordain as follows: 








































































































































































