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RESOLUTION R-5708 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KIRKLAND AUTHORIZING 
THE CITY MANAGER TO EXTEND THE ELECTRIC LEAF BLOWER INITIATIVE FOR 
THREE YEARS, EXPAND AND RENAME THE PROGRAM AS THE ELECTRIC 
EQUIPMENT INITIATIVE AND EXPLORE LEGISLATION TO PROHIBIT USE OF 
GAS-POWERED LEAF BLOWERS IN THE CITY OF KIRKLAND BY DECEMBER 31, 
2028. 

2 WHEREAS, the Kirkland City Council has prioritized environmental sustainability 
3 through its Sustainable Environment goal to "[p]rotect our natural environment through 
4 sustainable goals and practices to meet the needs of community members for a healthy 
5 environment and clean energy without compromising the needs of future generations"; and 
6 WHEREAS, the Council has previously adopted a number of plans and initiatives to 
7 further the City's environmental sustainability goals and respond to community member 
8 concerns, including through Resolution R-5457 approving Kirkland's Sustainability Master 
9 Plan and Resolution R-5585, launching the City's Electric Leaf Blower Initiative in April 2023; 

10 and 
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WHEREAS, the Electric Leaf Blower Initiative began as a three-year phased 
approach to sunset the use of gas-powered hand-held and backpack leaf blowers in Kirkland 
by December 31, 2025, and it was guided by five goals: (1) sunset gas-powered hand-held 
and backpack leaf blowers by the end of 2025, (2) reduce negative health impacts caused by 
gas emissions, (3) ensure a responsive and equitable transition to electric alternatives, (4) 
anticipate and align with potential state-level legislation, and (5) improve enforcement of 
existing City noise regulations; and 
' WHEREAS, the City continues to monitor regional and state-level developments with 
similar goals, including municipal and county phased bans and goals aimed at reducing 
emissions, and potentially noise pollution, in their communities by sunsetting gas-powered 
equipment, and seeks to remain aligned with potential future legislation; and 

WHEREAS, the Washington State Legislature has considered legislation in the past 
to incentivize purchase of electric equipment through financial incentives and although the 
bills presented did not pass out of the legislature, Kirkland's legislative delegation has 
expressed that future action is likely; and 

WHEREAS, in 2024, City hosted a roundtable with state and local legislators to share 
information about potential bills and resolutions being developed regarding electric leaf 
blowers; and 

WHEREAS, the Electric Leaf Blower Initiative positions Kirkland to be proactive and 
effective in anticipation of potential future State decisions to sunset gas-powered equipment, 
in addition to reducing emissions in Kirkland and protecting health of users; and 

WHEREAS, since 2023, the City has made steady progress through equipment 
demonstrations, community engagement, gas powered equipment trade-in events, leaf rake 
giveaways and pledge, and expanded use and evaluation of electric tools by City staff, 
including leaf blowers, hedge trimmers, line trimmers, and chainsaws; and 
• WHEREAS, the City's Parks and Community Services and Public Works 
Departments have already purchased and use a combined total of 18 electric leaf blowers 
and actively consider electric options when the nearly 70 gas-powered leaf blowers in the 
fleet reach the end of their useful life; and 

WHEREAS, City staff have identified key operational limitations with current electric 
leaf blower technology, including reduced power and efficiency, ergonomic concerns, battery 
limitations, and the need for reliable equipment during storm response and high-demand 
maintenance periods; and 






