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ORDINANCE 0-4899 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF KIRKLAND RELATING TO THE 
INTERNATIONAL FIRE CODE AND FIRE-EXTINGUISHING SYSTEMS AND 
AMENDING CHAPTER 21.20 AND CHAPTER 21.33 OF THE KIRKLAND 
MUNICIPAL CODE. 

WHEREAS, on January 7, 2025, the City Council adopted Ordinance 0-4889, which 
adopted the 2021 International Fire Code with amendments and made other changes to 
chapter 21.20 and chapter 21.33 of the Kirkland Municipal Code; and 

WHEREAS, in reviewing the code reviser's updates, staff discovered that the adopted 
Ordinance 0-4889 inadvertently omitted several provisions that were intended to be included, 
and staff also found minor changes that should be updated, including formatting, verbiage, 
grammatical errors, changes to subtitles, and changes to code references; and 

1 0 WHEREAS, the City Council finds that these further amendments to chapter 21.20 and 
11 .chapter 21.33 of the Kirkland Municipal Code are necessary to protect the public health, safety, 
12 • and welfare of the community. • 
13 I 
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NOW, THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of Kirkland does ordain as follows: 

Section 1. Section 21.20.030 of the Kirkland Municipal Code (KMC) is amended to 
read as follows, with additions in underline and deletions in strikethrough: 

19 21.20.030 
20 

Amendments to the International Fire Code - Chapter 1, Scope and 
Administration. 
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The following local amendments to Chapter 1 of the International Fire Code, entitled "Scope 
and Administration,'' including all amendments enacted by the state of Washington, are hereby 
adopted and incorporated into the International Fire Code as follows: 

A. Scope and General Requirements - Title. Section 101 of the International Fire Code 
, entitled "Scope and General Requirements" is amended by substituting subsection 101.1 with 
the following: 

101.1 Title. These regulations shall be known as the Fire Code of the City of Kirkland, 
hereinafter referred to as "this code.'' 

33 B. Applicability- Referenced codes and standards. Section 102 of the International Fire Code 
34 entitled "Applicability" is amended by substituting subsection 102. 7 with the following: 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 

102. 7 Referenced codes and standards. The codes and standards referenced in 
this code shall be those that are listed in Chapter 80. Such codes and standards 
shall be considered part of the requirements of this code to the prescribed extent 
of each such reference as determined or modified by the fire code official. Where 
differences occur between the provisions of this code and the referenced 
standards, the provisions of this code shall apply. When allowed by the Fire Code 
Official, newer editions of standards not herein referenced may be used provided 
the entire standard is utilized. 
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44 
45 C. Code Compliance Agency - Section 103 of the International Fire Code entitled "Code 
46 Compliance Agency" is amended by substituting subsection 103.1 with the following: 
47 
48 103.1 Designation of agency. The Kirkland Fire Prevention Bureau is identified 
49 as the City's code compliance agency and the official in charge thereof shall be 
50 known as the fire code official. The function of the agency shall be the 
51 implementation, administration.a. and enforcement of the provisions of this code. 
52 
53 D. GoRoFBl a1:1#1ority aRd respoRsib#itios 1-ndigeRt J=lf.>1:JBiRg Gl:JidoliRes Duties and Powers of 
54 the Fire Code Official. Section 104 of the International Fire Code entitled "General Al:lthority 
55 and Responsibilities" "Duties and Powers of the Fire Code Official" is amended by adding the 
56 following new Subsection 104. 1.2: 
57 
58 104.1.2 Indigent housing guidelines. The fire code official is hereby authorized 
59 to develop a policy regarding application and exemption of construction codes 
60 for temporary homeless shelters in accordance with WAC 51-16-030 Exemptions 
61 for indigent housing guidelines, now or as hereafter amended. 
62 
63 E. GoReFBI al:J#Jority aRd respORsiblliUes Duties and Powers of the Fire Code Official -
64 Assistance from other agencies. Section 104 of the International Fire Code entitled "General 
65 Al:lthority and Responsibilities" 11Duties and Powers of the Fire Code Official'' is amended by 
66 substituting subsection 104.11.1 with the following: 
67 
68 104.11.1 Assistance from other agencies. Police and other enforcement agencies 
69 shall have authority to render necessary assistance in the investigation of fires or 
70 the enforcement of this code as requested by the fire code official. 
71 
72 F. GoReFa! a1:1#hority aRd respoRslbilitios Duties and Powers of the Fire Code Official -
73 Obstructing operations. Section 104 of the International Fire Code entitled "General al:lthority 
7 4 and Fesponsibilities" "Duties and Powers of the Fire Code Official" is amended by substituting 
75 subsection 104.12.2 with the following: 
76 
77 104.12.2 Obstructing operations. No person Persons shall not obstruct the 
78 operations of the fire department in connection with extinguishment, control, or 
79 investigation of any fire, or actions relative to other emergencies, or disobey any 
80 lawful command of the fire department or officer of the fire department in charge 
81 of the emergency, or any part thereof, or any lawful order of a police officer 
82 assisting the fire department. 
83 
84 G. Permits - Compressed Gases. Section 105 of the International Fire Code entitled "Permits" 
85 is amended by substituting subsection 105.5.9 with the following: 
86 
87 105.5.9 Compressed gases. An operational permit is required for the storage, use or 
88 handling at normal temperature and pressure (NTP) of compressed gases in excess of 
89 the amounts listed in Table 105.5.9. 
90 
91 Exception: Vehicles equipped for and using compressed gas as a fuel for propelling the 
92 vehicle. 
93 
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TABLE 105.5.9 
PERMIT AMOUNTS FOR COMPRESSED GASES 

TYPE OF GAS AMOUNT (cubic 
feet at NTP) 

Carbon dioxide used in carbon 875 (100 lbs.) 
dioxide enrichment svstems 
Carbon dioxide or nitrogen used in 875 (100 lbs.) 
insulated liquid carbon dioxide or 
nitrogen beverage dispensing, food 
or beverage applications 
Corrosive 200 

Flammable ( except cryogenic fluids 200 
and liQuefied petroleum gases) 
Highly toxic Any Amount 
Inert and simple asphyxiant 6,000 
Oxidizing (including oxygen) 504 
Pyrophoric Any Amount 
Toxic Any Amount 

For SI: 1 cubic foot-0.02832 m3. 

94 H. Permits - Mobile food preparation vehicles. Section 105 of the International Fire Code 
95 entitled "Permits" is amended by substituting subsection 105.5.32 with the following: 
96 
97 105.5.32 Mobile food preparation vehicles. A permit is required for mobile food 
98 preparation vehicles equipped with appliances that produce smoke or grease-
99 laden vapors or utilize LP-gas systems or CNG systems. 

100 
101 A passed, conforming inspection completed by an agency participating agonoy in 
102 the Washington State Association of Fire Marshals Mobile Food Preparation 
103 Vehicle Inspection Program, performed within the last 12 months, shall will be 
104 accepted if the passed inspection was completed within the last 12 months. valia 
105 operational permits issl:led by any King Col:lnty Fire />.genoy are a partioipating fire 
106 agenoy may be_Feoognized pFovidod that tho vehiole and applianoes aFo 
107 maintained in aoooFdanoe 'Nith oonditions of the peFmit. 
108 
109 I. Permits - Positive alarm sequence. Section 105 of the International Fire Code entitled 
11 O "Permits" is amended by adding the following new subsection 105.5.53: 
111 
112 105.5.53 Positive alarm sequence. An operational permit is required to operate a 
113 PAS (Positive Alarm Sequence) Account as prescribed in NFPA (National Fire 
114 Protection Association) 72. 
115 
116 J . • P.emlils .OFivate f-ire h~'flrants. Seotion 105 of the International Fire Code entitled "PeFFRits" 
117 is amended by adding the follo'Ning new sl:lbsootion 105.5.54: 
118 
119 105.5.54 PFi'.«ate firo hydFants. l\n opeFational peFmit is reql:lired to opeFate and 
120 maintain a private firo hydFant. 

3 
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121 K J. Permits - Gates and Barricades Across Fire Apparatus Access Roads. Section 105 of 
122 the International Fire Code entitled "Permits" is amended by adding the following new 
123 subsection 105.5.55: 
124 
125 105.5.55 Gates and barricades across fire apparatus access roads. An 
126 operational permit is required to operate and maintain a gate or barricade across 
127 a primary fire apparatus access road. 
128 
129 b K. Permits - Flammable and combustible liquids. Section 105 of the International Fire Code 
130 entitled 11Permits" is amended by substituting subsection 105.6.8 with the following: 
131 
132 105.6.8 Flammable and combustible liquids. A construction permit is required: 
133 
134 1. To install, repair or modify a pipeline for the transportation of flammable or 
135 combustible liquids. 
136 2. To install, construct or alter tank vehicles, equipment, tanks, plants, 
137 terminals, wells, fuel-dispensing stations, refineries, distilleries and similar 
138 facilities where flammable and combustible liquids are produced, 
139 processed, transported, stored, dispensed or used. 
140 3. To install, alter, remove, abandon or otherwise dispose of a flammable or 
1_41 combustible liquid tank. 
142 
143 Exception: A permit is not required for the abandonment or removal of 
144 underground storage tanks previously used to store fuel oil for residential heating. 
145 It is the property owner's responsibility to make the decision on how to proceed 
146 with abatement. 
147 
148 M 1=. Permits - Refrigeration Equipment. Section 105 of the International Fire Code entitled 
149 11Permits" is amended by adding the following new subsection 106.7.27 105.6.26: 
150 
151 106.7.27 105.6.26 Refrigeration Equipment. A construction permit is required to 
152 install a mechanical refrigeration unit or system regulated by Chapter 6 of the 
153 International Fire Code. 
154 
155 NM. Fees - Schedule of permit fees. Section 107 of the International Fire Code entitled 
156 "Fees" is amended by substituting subsection 107 .2 with the following: 
157 
158 107 .2 Schedule of permit fees. Where a permit is required. +!he fee for each 
159 permit shall be as set forth in Chapter 21.74, as now or hereafter amended. A 
160 permit shall not be valid until the fees have been paid, nor shall an amendment to 
161 a permit be released until the additional fee, if any, has been paid. 
162 
163 Q N. Fees - Work commencing before permit issuance. Section 107 of the International Fire 
164 Code entitled "Fees" is amended by substituting sub~ection 107.4 with the following: 
165 
166 107.4 Work commencing before permit issuance. A person who commences any 
167 work, activity or operation regulated by this code before obtaining the necessary 
168 permits shall be subject to an additional .§ fee established in Chapter 21. 7 4 KMC, 
169 which shall be in addition to the required permit fees. 
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170 P. O. Fees - Refunds. Section 107 of the International Fire Code entitled "Fees" is amended 
171 by substituting subsection 107 .6 with the following: 
172 
173 107.6 Refunds. Refunds shall be according to policies and procedures 
174 established in Chapter 21.74 KMC. 
175 
176 Q ,E. Fees - Re-inspection fee. Section 107 of the International Fire Code entitled "Fees" is 
177 amended by adding the following new subsection 107.7: 
178 
179 107. 7 Re-inspection fee. A re-inspection fee may be assessed when all of the 
180 following criteria have been met: 
181 
182 a. Code violations have been identified by the fire code official; 
183 
1. 84 b. A written notice has been issued to the responsible party, identifying the code 
185 violations and a time period to make corrections; and 
186 
187 c. The code violations have not been corrected within the specified period. 
188 
189 R Q. Fees - Event fee. Section 107 of the International Fire Code entitled "Fees" is amended 
190 by adding the following new subsection 107.8: 
191 
192 107.8 Event Fee. When the fire chief determines it is necessary to preserve the 
193 public health, safety and welfare, event sponsors may be required to compensate 
194 the department for staffing and equipment in an amount calculated according to 
195 the Washington State Fire Chiefs Association's fee schedule together with Fire 
196 Prevention hourly staffing rate as set forth in Chapter 21. 7 4 KMC or as now or 
197 hereafter amended. 
198 
199 S R. Maintenance - Recordkeeping. Section 109 of the International Fire Code entitled 
200 "Maintenance" is amended by substituting subsection 109.3 with the following: 
201 
202 109.3 Recordkeeping. A record of periodic inspections, test, servicing.a. and other 
203 operations and maintenance shall be maintained on the premises or other 
204 approved location for not less than 3 years, or a different period of time where 
205 specified in this code or referenced standards. Records shall be made available 
206 for inspection by the fire code official, and a copy of the records shall be provided 
207 to the fire code official upon request. 
208 
209 The fire code official is authorized to prescribe the form and format of such 
210 recordkeeping. The fire code official is authorized to require that certain required 
211 records be filed with the fire code official. 
212 
213 E#eoti,,e Febr1:Jary 11 2020 aAII confidence test reports must be filed with the 
214 Compliance Engine at www.thecomplianceengine.com. 
215 
216 + .§. Maintenance - Timeliness of report filing. Section 109 of the International Fire Code 
217 entitled "Maintenance" is amended by adding the following new subsection 109.3.1: 
218 
219 109.3.1 Timeliness of report filing. Fire/life safety system confidence test reports 
220 must be submitted within five business days of the inspection or maintenance 
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221 completion. Systems with impairments or red-tagged systems must also be 
222 reported immediately using the current mandatory impaired systems reporting 
223 process. 
224 
225 Reports that are not submitted in a timely manner are subject to an additional $-1-Q 
226 fee for each late report, which will be established administratively by the fire code 
227 official in consultation with the City's third-party vendor managing the report filing 
228 system. 
229 
230 .fJ I. Maintenance - Supervision. Section 109 of the International Fire Code entitled 
231 "Maintenance" is amended by adding the following new subsection 109.4.1: 
232 
233 109.4.1 Reported deficiencies extending past 0030 days shall be subject to 
234 additional fees until deficiencies have been corrected. 
235 
236 V U. Maintenance - Overcrowding. Section 109 of the International Fire Code entitled 
237 "Maintenance" is amended by substituting subsection 109.6 with the following: 
238 
239 109.6 Overcrowding. Overcrowding or admittance of any person beyond the 
240 approved capacity of a building or a portion thereof shall not be allowed. The fire 
241 code official, upon finding any overcrowding conditions or obstructions in aisles, 
242 passageways or other means of egress, or upon finding any condition which 
243 constitutes a life safety hazard, shall be authorized to direct actions be taken to 
244 reduce the overcrowding or to cause the event to be stopped until such condition 
245 or obstruction is corrected. 
246 
247 WY._. Appeals. Section 111 of the International Fire Code entitled "Appeals" is amended by 
248 substituting Section 111 with the following: 
249 
250 111.1 Appeals to hearing examiner. Appeals of orders, decisions and 
251 determinations of the fire code official that do not constitute enforcement actions 
252 shall be heard and decided by the city of Kirkland hearing examiner. Enforcement 
253 actions shall be brought pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 1.12. To the extent 
254 the codes adopted by reference in this title refer to a "board of appeals" those 
255 references shall be deemed to refer to the city of Kirkland hearing examiner. 
256 
257 111.2 Limitations on authority. An application for appeal shall be based on a claim 
258 that the true intent of this chapter code, Chapter 21.33 KMC, or the rules legally 
259 adopted !hereunder have been incorrectly interpreted, Q[ the provisions of this 
260 code do not fully apply~ or an equi,,alent methoa of protection or safety is 
261 proposes. The hearing examiner shall not have authority to waive requirements 
262 of this code or interpret the administration of this code. 
263 
264 111.3 When to appeal and appeal fee. An appellant shall file a written appeal of 
265 the order, decision or determination of the fire code official with the F'.ire Marshal 
266 ef..tRe Kirkland fire department within thirty days of the date of the decision of the 
267 fire code official. There shall not be an appeal fee for appeals of stop work orders 
268 or code enforcement orders. For all other matters, the appeal fee shall be one 
269 hundred twenty-five dollars and shall accompany the written appeal. Failure to 
270 timely file the appeal or pay the appeal fee shall result in dismissal of the appeal. 
271 
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111.4 Contents of notice of appeal. The appeal shall contain a clear reference to 
the matter being appealed and a statement of the specific elements of the fire 
code official's order, decision or determination disputed by the appellant. 

111.5 Notice of the appeal hearing. 

(a) The fire code official shall prepare a notice of the appeal hearing 
containing the following: 

(1) The file number and a brief description of the matter being 
appealed; 

(2) A statement of the scope of the appeal including a summary 
of the elements of the fire code official's order, decision or 
determination that are contested in the appeal; 

(3) The time and place of the hearing on appeal before the 
hearing examiner; and 

(4) A statement of who may participate in the appeal. 

(b) At least fourteen days before the hearing on the appeal, the fire code 
official shall send a copy of the notice of appeal hearing to each person 
who has appealed the fire code official's order, decision or determination. 

111.6 Participation in the appeal. Only those parties who have appealed the fire 
code official's order, decision or determination may participate in the appeal. 
Appellants may participate in either or both of the following ways: 

(1) By submitting written comments or testimony to the hearing examiner 
prior to the commencement of the hearing; and/or 

(2) By appearing in person, or through a representative, at the hearing. 
The hearing examiner may reasonably limit the extent of oral testimony or 
oral argument to facilitate the orderly and timely conduct of the hearing. 

111. 7 Scope of appeal. The appeal will be an open record appeal hearing. The 
scope of the appeal is limited to the specific elements of the fire code official's 
order, decision or determination disputed by the appellant and the hearing 
examiner shall only consider comments, testimony and arguments on these 
specific elements. 

111.8 Record of appeal hearing. The city shall make an electronic sound 
recording of the hearing. 

111.9 Decision on the appeal. The hearing examiner shall consider all information 
and material within the scope of the appeal submitted by persons entitled to 
participate in the appeal. Based on the hearing examiner's findings and 
conclusions, the hearing examiner may affirm, reverse or modify the order, 
decision or determination being appealed. The hearing examiner shall issue his 
or her decision within fifteen days of the appeal hearing by emailing it to the city. 

7 
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Within four business days after it is issued, the hearing examiner's decision shall 
be mailed or emailed by the City to the applicant and to each person who has 
requested notice of the decision. The decision by the hearing examiner is the final 
decision of the city. 

111.10 Judicial review. Any judicial appeal of the hearing examiner's decision 
shall be reviewed in King County superior court pursuant to Chapter 36. 70C 
RCW, the Land Use Petition Act ("LUPA"). The land use petition must be filed 
within twenty-one calendar days of the issuance of the hearing examiner's 
decision. 

X W. Violations - Violation penalties. Section 112 of the International Fire Code entitled 
"Violation" is amended by substituting subsection 112.4 with the following: 

Section 112.4. Violation penalties. Persons who shall violate a provision of this 
code or shall fail to comply with any of the requirements thereof or who shall erect, 
install, alter, repair or do work in violation of the approved construction documents 
or directive of the fire code official, or of a permit or certificate used under provisions 
of this code, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, or civil offense, as deemed 
applicable by the fire code official punishable by a fine of not more than $1,000 
dollars or by imprisonment not exceeding 90 days, or both such fine and 
imprisonment. Each day that a violation continues after due notice has been served 
shall be deemed a separate offense. 

Section 112.4.1 Violations and enforcement. In addition to the remedies provided 
for in this Title and remedies that may otherwise be available at law, any violation 
of this Title, including codes adopted by reference, may be enforced pursuant to 
the provisions of Chapter 1.12 KMC. 

Section 112.4.2 Abatement of violation. In addition to the imposition of the penalties 
herein described, the fire code official is authorized to institute appropriate action to 
pre >Jent prevent unlawful construction or to restrain, correct or abate a violation; or 
to prevent illegal occupancy of a structure or premises; or to stop an illegal act, 
conduct of business or occupancy of a structure on or about any premises. 

Section 2. KMC 21.20.050 is amended to read as follows: 

21.20.050 Amendments to the International Fire Code - Chapter 3, General 
Requirements. 

The following local amendments to Chapter 3 of the International Fire Code, entitled "General 
Requirements," including all amendments enacted by the state of Washington, are hereby 
adopted and incorporated into the International Fire Code as follows: 

A. General Requirements - Open Burning, Recreational Fires and Portable Outdoor 
Fireplaces. Section 307 of the International Fire Code is amended by substituting section 307 
with the following: 
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3_07 .1 General. A person shall not kindle or maintain or authorize to be kindled or 
maintained any open burning unless conducted and approved in accordance with 
Sections 307.2 through 307.5. 

Exceptions: 
1. Bonfires 
2. Recreational Fires 
3. Portable outdoor fireplaces 

307.2 Permit required·- Bonfire. A permit shall be obtained from the fire code 
official in accordance with Section 4GM 105.5 prior to kindling a bonfire. 
Applic~tion for such approval shall only be presented by and permit issued to the 
owner of the land upon which the fire is to be kindled. 

Exception: A permit is not required for a recreational fire or portable 
outdoor fireplace. 

307 .2.1 Bans on fires due to air quality or fire danger. If the Puget Sound Clean 
Air Agency issues a bum ban due to air quality, or if a fire safety bum ban is 
issued by the Kirkland Fire Department all fires are prohibited. It is the 
responsibility of the property owner where the fire is to be conducted to ensure 
no such ban exists prior to starting any fire. 

307 .3 Extinguishment authority. Where any fire creates or adds to a hazardous 
situation, or a required permit has not been obtained, the fire code official is 
authorized to order the extinguishment of the fire. 

307.4 Location. The location for open burning shall be not less than 50 feet (15 
240 mm) from any structure, and provisions shall be made to prevent the fire from 
spreading to within 50 feet (15 240 mm) of any structure. 

Exceptions: 
The minimum required distance from a structure shall be 25 feet (7620 
mm) where the pile size is 3 feet (914 mm) or less in diameter and 2 feet 
(610 mm) or less in height. 

307.4.1 Bonfires. A bonfire shall not be conducted within 50 feet (15 240 mm) of 
a structure or combustible material unless the fire is contained in a barbecue pit. 
Conditions which could cause a fire to spread within 50 feet (15 240 mm) of a 
structure shall be eliminated prior to ignition. 

307.4.2 Recreational fires. Recreational fires shall not be conducted within 25 
feet (7620 mm) of a structure or combustible material. Conditions which could 
cause a fire to spread within 25 feet (7620 mm) of a structure shall be eliminated 
prior to ignition. See also Chapter 173-425 WAC. 

307 .4.3 Portable outdoor fireplaces. Portable outdoor fireplaces shall be used in 
accordance with the manufacturer's instructions and shall not be operated within 
15 feet (3048 mm) of a structure or combustible material. 

9 
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307 .5 Attendance. Bonfires, recreational fires and use of portable outdoor 
fireplaces shall be constantly attended until the fire is extinguished. A minimum 
of one portable fire extinguisher complying with Section 906 with a minimum 4-A 
rating or other approved on-site fire-extinguishing equipment, such as dirt, sand, 
water barrel, garden hose or water truck, shall be available for immediate 
utilization. 

B. General storage-Storage under stairways. Section 315 of the International Fire Code, 
entitled "General Storage" is amended by adding the following new subsection 315.3.2.1: 

315.3.2.1 Storage under stairways. Storage is prohibited under exit stairways. 

Exception: Enclosures under stairways in accordance with Sections 
1011.7.3 or 1011.7.4 as applicable. 

C. General Requirements - Road Tunnels, Bridges and Other Limited Access Highways. 
Chapter 3 of the International Fire Code is amended by adding the following new section ~ 
322: 

Section 324 322. Road tunnels, bridges and other limited access highways. 

440 •·w ~ 322.1 Road tunnels, bridges and other limited access highways. Road 
tunnels, bridges, and other limited access highways shall be in accordance with 
NFPA502. 
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Section 3. KMC 21.20.070 is amended to read as follows: 

44 7 21.20.070 
448 

Amendments to the International Fire Code - Chapter 5, Fire Services 
Features. 
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The following local amendments to Chapter 5 of the International Fire Code, entitled "Fire 
Service Features," including all amendments enacted by the state of Washington are hereby 
adopted, and incorporated into the International Fire Code as follows: 

A. Fire Apparatus Access Roads- Where Required. Section 503 is amended by substituting 
subsection 503.1 with the following: 

503.1 Where required. Fire apparatus access roads shall be provided and 
maintained in accordance with locally adopted street, road, and access 
standards. The city of Kirkland has established criteria for fire apparatus access 
roads in Operating Policy #6.1. which is available on the city of Kirkland website 
and at City Hall. 

B. Access to Building Openings and Roofs - Building with enclosed interior courtyards. Section 
504 of the International Fire Code is amended by adding the following new subsection 504.4: 

504.4 Buildings with enclosed interior courtyards. New buildings with enclosed 
interior courtyards shall have a straight/direct access corridor and/or stairway 
from the exterior to the courtyard at a location acceptable to the fire code official. 
If a stairway is used it shall comply with International Fire Code Section 1011 and 
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470 a corridor shall comply with International Fire Code Section 1020. The access 
471 shall have a minimum width of 4 feet (or as directed by the fire code official) and 
472 shall be large enough to carry a 35-foot-long sectional ladder (minimum folded 
473 length 20 feet) directly from the exterior to the courtyard without obstructions. The 
474 access door shall be marked at the street as "Direct access to courtyard". 
475 
476 C. Fire Protection Water Supplies - Fire Hydrant Systems, Where Required. Section 507 of 
477 the International Fire Code entitled "Fire Protection Water Supplies" is amended by substituting 
478 • subsection 507.5.1 with the following: 
479 
480 507 .5.1 Where required. Where a portion of the facility or building hereafter 
481 constructed or moved into or within the jurisdiction is more than 150 feet from a 
482 hydrant on a fire apparatus access road, as measured by an approved route 
483 around-the exterior of the facility or building, on-site fire hydrants and mains shall 
484 be provided where required by the fire code official. 
485 
486 Exceptions: 
487 1. For Group R-3 and Group U occupancies, the distance requirement 
488 shall be 300 feet (91.5 m). 
489 2. For Group R-3 and Group U occupancies equipped throughout with 
490 an approved automatic sprinkler system installed in accordance with 
491 Section 903.3.1.1, 903.3.1.2, the distance requirements shall be 600 
492 feet (183 m) 
493 
494 D. Fire Command Center-Separations and Penetrations. Section 508 of the International Fire 
495 Code entitled "Fire Command Center" is amended by substituting subsection 508.1.2 with the 
496 following: 
497 
498 508.1.2 Separation and penetrations. Fire command center shall be separated 
499 from the remainder of the building by not less than a 2-hr. fire barrier constructed 
500 in accordance with section 707 of the International Building Code (IBC) or 
501 horizontal assembly constructed in accordance with section 711 if the IBC, or 
502 both. 
503 
504 Penetrations into and openings through a fire command center are prohibited 
505 except for required exit doors, equipment, and ductwork necessary for heating, 
506 cooling or ventilation, sprinkler branch line piping, electrical raceway for fire 
507 department communication and control and electrical raceway serving the fire 
508 command center or being controlled from the fire command center. Such 
509 penetrations shall be protected in accordance with International Building Code 
510 Section 714. 
511 
512 Exception: Metallic piping, with no joints or openings within the fire 
513 command center, is allowed if penetrations are protected in accordance 
514 with Section 714. 
515 
516 E. Emergency Responder Radio Coverage. Section 51 O of the International Fire Code entitled 
517 "Emergency Responder Radio Coverage" is amended by substituting Section 510 with the 
518 following: 
519 
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520 510.1 Emergency responder radio coverage in new buildings. Approved radio 
521 coverage for emergency responders shall be provided within buildings that meet 
522 any one of the following conditions: 
523 1. High rise buildings; 
524 2. The total building area is 50,000 square feet or more; 
525 3. The total basement area is 10,000 square feet or more; 
526 4. There are floors used for human occupancy more than 30 feet below the 
527 finished floor of the lowest level of exit discharge; or 
528 5. Buildings or structures where the Fire or Police Chief determines that in-
529 building radio coverage is critical because of its unique design, location, 
530 use or occupancy. 
531 
532 The radio coverage system shall be installed in accordance with Sections 510.4 
533 through 510.5.5 of this code and with provisions of NFPA 1221 (2019). This 
534 section shall not require improvement of the existing public safety communication 
535 systems. 
536 
537 Exceptions: 
538 1. Buildings and areas of buildings that have minimum radio coverage signal 
539 strength levels of the King County Regional 800 MHz Radio System within 
540 the building in accordance with Section 510.4.1 without the use of a radio 
541- coverage system 
542 
543 Point of Information 
544 When determining if the minimum signal strength referenced 
545 at Section 510.4.1.1 exists at a subject building, the signal 
546 strength shall be measured at any point on the exterior of the 
54 7 building up to the highest point on the roof. 
548 
549 2. In facilities where emergency responder radio coverage is required and 
550 such systems, components or equipment required could have a negative 
551 impact on the normal operations of that facility, the fire code official shall 
552 have the authority to accept an automatically activated emergency 
553 responder radio coverage system. 
554 
555 3. One- and two-family dwellings and townhouses. 
556 
557 4. Subject to the approval of the fire code official, buildings other than high-
558 rise buildings, colleges, universities, and buildings primarily occupied by 
559 Group E or I occupancies that have completed a Mobile Emergency 
560 Responder Radio Coverage application and submitted payment as 
561 outlined in the application. 
562 
563 510.1.1 Occupancy. It shall be unlawful to occupy any portion of a building or 
564 structure until Emergency Responder Radio Coverage have been tested and approved 
565 in accordance with the provisions of Section 510. 
566 
567 51 Q.2 Emergency responder radio co,1erage in e*isting buildings. E*isting 
568 buildings shall have 8f3fJFOVOd radio co,1erage for emergency responders as required in 
569 Chapter 11. 
570 

12 

~ 

I 

~ 
I I I : 
! 



571 
572 
573 
574 

5 75 
5 76 
5 77 
5 78 
5 79 
5 80 
5 81 
5 82 
5 83 
5 84 

5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
0 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

58 
58 
58 
58 
58 
59 
59 
59 
59 
59 
59 
59 
597 
598 
599 
600 
601 
602 
603 
604 
605 
606 
607 

510.3 PeFmit reE1Yired " oenstFY t" • 0-4899 
to emoFgenoy FOspondeF Fadi~· ~O"OFa er10.n p0Fm1t for tAe installation of er modification 
speo!fied in Seotian 105.7.6. Mainiena ge s11st;ms an~ related eE11:1ipment is reE11:1ired as 
oons1d0Fed a modifioation and does no~oe P~◄Fmod m aooordanoo ·11ith this oodo is not FOq1:1IFO a permit. • 

Point of Information 

Prior coordination and appro', 1 ~ • 
Operetar is FeE11:1ired befe;; ;:~:=a~e r1a1bli~ Safety Radie System 
Radie System. Until 2022 s1:1oh ap ,. 1? an . mefiJensy Respander 
Co1:1nty, Seattle or \(all~ ·Com pro.-a i_s roq1:11rod m>ffl EPSCA, King 
installation. In 2Q22 PSER~ "'ill bed~:on~inr on the location of tho 
system. " e smg 8 aperatar af a oa1a1nty wide 

In ardor to be forward oefflpatibl d • aware ef PSERN's re · e,o~,g~oFS and oontraoters SAOl:lld be 
oan be fa1a1nd •<ia htlp:~:::n:l"iJ~r Di~b1a1ted Antenna Systems whish 

" ·" .-- .-req1:11romonts/ 

e1Q.4 TooAnioal FOq1:1iFOments s. t previde the emefiJeno. res an ~. :11sems, oeR1panents and 8E1Yipment reE11:1ired te 
510.4.1 ll=lreYgh 510.4.~.8. P der red1a saverege system shall oamply wilh Sestians 

6 
51 Q.4.1 Emorgenoy rospendo • • 

trength. The bYilding shail be 66R~d~~=~m=n:?atian enhanoement system signal 

6 
amm1:1nioatiens enhanoement system ea• ie~ ~:: ao~eptable emafiJensy respender 
5 peroent af all areas an eash flea; af ge "' e~ s1_gnal strength meas1a1remenls in 9 
eE1YiFements in Seotians 510.4 .1.1 thre1:1gh 51 ~~:}~_1ld1ng meet the signal strength F 

EMoeption: Critical aFOas 61:1Gh a th fi p1:1mp ream{s), interier e1Eit sklir1·•a: ~s:e 48 sammand senter{s), the fire 
standpipe sabinets, sprinkler seoti;~:..:aI:

1
~0 : 1~:::-7slh elavatar labb_ies, 

by the fire G8Ele elfi6ial., shall be .,· ,., , an a er areas reE11:11red 
saverege. pre~1ded .. 1th 99 peroent fleer aFea redia 

510.4.1.1 Minimum signal strength • t tA 
si 
th 

gnal strength shall be s1:1ffieient ta -r_~,::- ina ~e b~lld1ng. The minim1:1m inba1:1nd 
e severege area as spasified b. thap ,;,1de 1:1sa~I~ va1se ~amm1:1nisatians thra1:1ghal:lt 
minimum of 95d8ffl in QS% ~f th .:o ~?00 off.i<»a!. Tho mb01:1nd signal level shall be 
ffisient ta pravide net less th; a Delf..:!de;i~~ ~rea _and 99% in sritisal areas and 
gnal te lnterferense Pl1:1s Naise Rati; ' ,1:1 

18 
~ahty {DAQ) af 3.0 er an eE11:1ivalent 

a 
61:1 
Si alag er digital signals. ESINR) apphsable ta the teshnalegy far eiher 
an 

sig 
the 

51 0.4.1.2 Minifflum signal strongth t f th •• nal strength shall be s1:1ffi;ent ta r ~;;: air ~-e b~lld1ng. The minim1:1m al:ltbe1:1nd 
severege area as speoified b. th::•1de 1:1sabl~ _va1se samm1:1nisatians ll=lra1:1gha1:1t 

be 
the 

s1:1ffisiant ta pravide net less t~an a I;! 0898 
elfiela/. The ~l.llba1:1nd signal level shall 

teshnalagy far eiher analag er digital ~~n:1:·~ er. a~ eE11:11v:3lent S INR applisable ta 
11 be resei~d by the King Go1:1nt . Re . • ' • minim1:1'!" signal strength af 95d8m sAa m within the b1:1ilding. - 11 gianal UOOMHz Radie System when transmitted 

fro 
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608 610.4 .1.3 System peFfermanoe. Signal strength shall be suffioient to meet the 
609 FOquirements of the applioations being utili2:ed by publio safety for emergency operations 
61 0 through oo,,<erage aFOa as specified by the Publio Safety Radio System Operator in 
611 Seotion 610.4.2.2. 
612 610.4.2 System design. Tt:le emergency responder radio oo\«erage system shall 
613 be designed in aooordanoe with Seotions 610.4.2.1 through 610.4.2.8 and NFPA 1221 
614 (2019). 
615 
616 610.4.2.1 Amplification systems and oomponents. Buildings and structuFOs that 
617 oannot support tt:le requiFOd le~<el of radio ooverage shall be equipped with systems and 
618 oomponents to enhanoe the publio safety radio signals and aohieve the required 10,,01 of 
619 Fadio oo¥erage speoified in Sections 610.4.1 through 610.4.1.3. Publio safety 
620 oomm1:1nioations enhancement systems utili2:ing radio fFOq1:1enoy emitting devioes and 
621 cabling shall be allov . .«ed by tt:le radio system manager. Prior to installation, all RF 
622 emitting de,,ioes shall have the oertifioation of the radio lioensing authority and be 
623 s1:1itable for publio safety use. 
624 
625 610.4 .2.2 Teot:lnioal oriteria. The Public Safety Radio System Operator shall 
626 pro,,«ide the various fr:equenoies, req1:1ired, the looation of radio sites, the ef:ff!otive 
627 radiated pmver of radio sites, the maMimum propagation delay in mioroseoonds, the 
628 applications being used and other supporting teot:lnioal information neoessary for system 
629 • -design upon request by the building O'A'ner or O\\'ner's FOpresentati,,e. 
630 
631 610.4.2.3 Power supply souroes. emergenoy responder radio ooverage systems 
632 shall be provided witt:I dedioated standby batteries or pro,1ided witt:I 2 hour standby 
633 batteries and oonnected to the faoility generator po'Ner system in aooordanoe witt:I 
634 Section 1203. Tt:le standby po,.•.«er s1:1pply st:lall be oapable of operating emergenoy 
635 FOsponder radio oo,,erage system at 100 peroent system oapaoity for a d1:1ration of not 
636 less than 12 houFS. 
637 
638 610.4 .2.4 Signal booster requirements. If used, signal boosteFS shall meet the 
639 following FOquiroFRents: 
640 
641 1. All signal booster ooFRponents st:lall be contained in a National Eleotrioal 
642 Manufacturer's Assooiation (NEMA) 4, IP66 type 'J.«aterproof oabinet or 
643 equivalent. 
644 
645 eMoeption: Listed battery systems tt:lat aFO oontained in integrated battery 
646 oabinets. 
647 
648 2. Battery systems used for the emergency power souroe shall be contained in 
649 a NeMA 3R or higher rated oabinet, IP86 type waterproof oabinet or 
650 equh.«alent. 
651 
652 3. Equipment shall ha,,e FCC or other radio lioensing authority oertifioation and 
653 be suitable for p1:1blio safety use prior to installation. 
654 
655 4. \1\/.hore a donor antenna eMists, isolation shall be maintained between the 
656 donor antenna and all inside antennas to not less than 20d8 greater than the 
657 systeFR gain under all operating conditions. 
658 
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E>Eceptions: 
1. Class A narro'N eand signal e ,.· • • GiFGuits per sl!annel. - 00st8r de "1686 witl! mdependent AGC!ALC 

2. Systems ¥.there all portaele de,,ices within the e • control. same and use aot1ve po'l•Jer 

510.a Installation requirements +h • • 
:.-era:e system sl!all be iR asserdaRG~ wil: ~;=:11:~: (~ tile publis ?afety radie roug 61Q.5.7 '' Q1Q) and SeGtlORS 51Q.5.1 

510-5-1 Approval prior to install r A • • eR fre~U8RGies liGeRsed lo any publiG ;;:~~- 1 .mph~GatlOR systems Gapable ef epeFIHiR 
~utll_enly sl!all Rot be installed witl!out prior !e::'-R'1· by ttie PCC or otl!er radio lisensin: 

ad10 System Operator. ina ien and approval eftl!e PubliG Safely 

510·5·2 Minimum qualifieations of 
system designer and lead inslallalieR peRS:::~~:e11i !11~ minimum qualifisaliens ef tile a me ude eoth of the following: 

era rauI0 telephone operator's lieense. 1. A valid FCC issued gen 1 ...,. 

2. Certification of in euilding system trainin • 
or ~ved sGl!ool, or a Gerlilisale ~ issu:db b_Y an approved oFgaRii!atioR 
equipment being installed. sue ~ tile manufaGtuFer ef ttie 

a1 0.a.3 Aeoeptanee test procedu '" soverage system is Fequirad u oR Go ra_. .Jlle_ra an emeFgeRsy Fesponder radio 
~a:ve tile radio system tested io ~rify t11':i!:o.~. o~ m~allalioR, tile building owner sl!all 
is in aeeordance with Section a10 4 1 +h~• t"ay oo.erage on each floor of the euilding . . . e es pFOeedure shall ee oonducted as f.ollows: 

1. Each floor of the euilding shall ee di't'd • • 
test areas, 'Nith a ma>Eimum test are~1s~~1=:~:og~1d of 20 appro>Eimately equal 
area e~seeds 1 :&8,QQQ squara feet II square ~et. Where tile floor 
appi:91omately equal lest aFeas as R~!Et: floor sl!all be d1Vided into as many 
ma1<1mum squara footage allowed for a ~~s~=a~l!al RO test araa e1<seeds tile 

2. Coverage testing of signal stren th s 
speGtRJm anal~er for easl! of tile ~st ri~all !e _sondusted using a salibrated 
created f.or eaoh floor where oo"era e is g ~: , • d1_ag~m of this testing shall ee 
for tile test iR SeGtioR 51Q.5.3(1), a:d in:i::•ded! md1Gating tile testing grid used 
for each test area. lndioate all eritioal areas~1ng signal strengths and frequencies 

3. Functional talk eaok testin shall e radios of the latest e~nd an: oon~u~ted using two calibrated portable 
sommunisalions system or otl!er e . mo e used by tile agensy's radio 
TestiR~ sl!all use Digital Afldible ~~;:~~~proved b_Y tile fiFe GOfle oflkJial. 
result 16 a DAQ ef 3 OF l!igl!er Comm I r . ' .Q) metRGS, wl!era a passing 
tested and F8Gerded iR tile grid ~quaR!l d~RIGall8R6 b~tweeR l!andsets sl!all be 
easl! grid squaFe OR easl! fleer bet.•ie iagram ":'~u1rad by seGtieR 61 Q.5.3(,2): 
tile building; between easl! srit· 1"' en easl! snt1sal araa and a radio eutside ,ea area and the fire oommand center or fire 
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alaFAI 68Atrel paRel· beti•teeR eaall I • • 0-4899 
68FRFRBRd GeRter er fife ;~FIR GeRtF81 ~~~d~~g IR oaoll stairwell aRd tile fire 

4 • P:ailuro of more than 50~ of th tho test. re test areas on any floor shall result in failure of 

E•oeptien: Critioal areas shall b • • GO'I0rage. 0 prO'Jlded 'Nlth gg peroont floor area 

6. In tho ovontthat t\tJo of tho test areas~ ·1 • 
aa~1a1r-ato, tile fleer shall be poFAlitte~ t

th
~ te~;.~R 

9
Fd_erto be mere statistioally 

Failure of not more than b•{o no . o o I. ided into 4 0 equal test areas 
ef tile test. If tile system fans t:'~gseRt test aFeas shall Rat res1a1lt iR a fail1a1~ 
meet tile 95 peroeRt aeverage Feq1a1i:::~~st, 

th
e system shall be alteFed ta 

e. A test looation apprmEimatoly in tho 
for tho test, with tho radio enabled ~=~~er.:{f ~?o~{ to~t area sh_all ~o seleotod 
kom the outside of tho build' t:r1 , t\. o ha~ oom~1;m1oat1ons to and 
68FRFRYRiGati8R6 system ORG0 :s Felalgll . tile p1a1bhG ageRsy's radie 
leaatieR shall F8pF8seRt. the eRf o test leaat1eR _ has _beeR seloGted, that 
location shall be oonsidorod to ,re te~t area. F-allure in the seleoted test 
leaati8R6 shall Rot be peFAlitled. be a fallYF8 ef that test aFea. AdditieRal test 

7.Tho gain ¥alues of all amplifiers shall be 
F86Ylts shall be kept 8R file with tile b •1:-eas~~d, aRd tile test measYF8FReRt 
oaR be veFified dYFiRg aRRYal tests I "'' IR~.e..-Rer se that tile meas1a1FemeRts 
l>eaeme lest, tile b1a1ildiRg 8'•'Rer sll· R tile e • ~Rt that tile meas1a1reFReRt Fes1a1lts 
ta reestablish tile gaiR valY;S. all be F8QWF8d ta rerYR the aoseptaRGO test 

B. As part of tho installation a s t 
slla~I be 1a1tilized ta eR&Y~ s:1a1eFi:~~~==~

If er er et Iler s1a1i~able test eq1a1ipmeRt 
s1a1bjeGt sigRal beester. This test shall ~ a ieR: are Rat be1Rg_ geRerated by tile 
aRd at 8Ybseq1a1eRt BRRYal iRspeGti8RS. e 68R YGted at tile t1FR8 ef iRstallatieR 

9. Systems inoorporating Class B si n I b • fiber remote devioos shall be test~daY;oost~r dov1oos or ~lass_ B broadband 
G8Rd1a1GtiRg s1a1bjeGti11e veiae q1a1alit . ~:g 1'.k e peFlable rad1es s1m1a1ltaRee1a1sly 
pesiUeRed R8t gFeatertllaR1Q feet '304086 6. ORO pe~ble radie shall be 
seG8Rd peFlable radie shall be pes"f ::FR) 1ei:m tile 1Rd88F aRtORRB. The 
~Flllest distaRse frem aRy iRde~r'e:e at a ~~staRoe that FepFeseRts tile 
SIFRYltaR08YSly keyed "'" 8R diffv RteRRB. : Jitll ~etll peFlable radies 
s1a1bjeGti11e a1a1die testiRg shall be :re: freqYORGIOS wltlliR_ tile same baRd, 
speaified iR SeGti8RS 51 g.4 .1.1 aRde~1 ~~1~2.~Rd GSFRply w1tll 0.

11
.Q levels as 

10. D?oumentation maintained on premis " • pRer ta iss1a1aRoe ef tile b1a1ildiR; GeFl•:s. t.d. t:e G8RGl1a1s1eR ef tile testiRg, aRd 
er ewRer's repFeseRtative shall pla ' ea e e . OaGYpaRsy' t_lle b1a1ildiRg E1W11er 
DAS eRGl8SYF8 er tile b1a1ildiRg eRgiR se ~ G:'t ef tile #ell8WIRfl F868FdS iR tile 
to the life soc/6 official and mainta. e:r: .o oe. ~h? rooords shall be O\{ailable 
system: IRe 't the b1a1ildmg 8Wfler #er tile life ef the 
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a. • ' eertIfioate letter stating that th ee•<er:age ey&tem h b ~ -a emei:geRey FOspeRder r:adie 
eode anet th t th a~een_ mstalleet anet tosteet in aoooretanoe with this ~ 

, a e S!fstem 1s eomplete and fully funetional. 1 • 

b. The grid square diagram ereatod as part of testing in Soetions 61Q.6.3. 

e. ::
0
:::~~=~:=~~~=~ :11e~ifieati~Rs fer the emei:geRey 

ehai:giRg ey&tem {if Ylilii!ed). Y Ef YlpmeRt, baek "'II battery; a Rd 

d Ad" • . n1agram showing etevieo loeations and wiring sehomatie. 

8 · /'t, eopy of tho oloetrieal poFfflit. 

11. Aeeoptaneo test reporting to fire sed #i • I\ 
aRd pFier ta is&YaR68 eHhe ~1i1a1ildi; r:-:t· -: 

th
e eeRel1a1sieR ef the lestiRg, 

evmer er eWRer's FOpFOseRtative shall s=b~~ 
8 
t~ ~:e1a1paRey, _t~e b1a1ildiRg 

ef the aeee~Ree test by way ef th d a e ~ ea~ 6fli6lal a FOpeFI 
theoompliaReeeRgiRe.eem 8 epaF!mellt s third party veRder 

"" i 
61 Q.6.4 FCC eomplianee. The emorgon , • • 

RstallatieR aRd eempeRellts shall cam I·,..- - ey ~speRder r:ad1e 68\ler:age eystem 
but not limitoet to, FCC 47 CFR Part eb.~

1
-~~h all appheablo federal regulations including, 

519·5·5 Me1a1RtiRg efthe deRer aRteR { l + • • • 
s 
p 

yst~m desigRed deRer site deRer aRtORRa::~s i1 ;: mamtalR pFOper aligRmeRt with the 
e~s1ble_ peeitieR OR the bY,ildiRg er wheFO ~v ~":~aRe~tly affi>Eed OR the highest 
Sible Sl!IR shall be placed Rear the aRteRRa • ~ • y the fiFe oodo alli6ial. A clearly 
RteRRa is pFOhibited withellt appr&'·al from the

st
;tmg, :OY~~ellt er repesitieRiRg ef this 

hall be iR aeoordaRoo with the applieabl . ~Fe 
88 8

• afllslal. • +he aRteRRa iRstallatieR 

\tj 

a· 
s 
fe r weather proteetieR ef the b1a1ildiRg eR:er;:,~~~mellts m the IRtematieRal B1a1ildiRg Cede 

ea 
61 Q.5.s 'Mring. Tho baekbono ant a· • • 

bias shall be rated as pleRYm sable~ ~:r:R:a k:mbllt1eR, r:adiatiRg, er aRy fiber optic 

an leRR~ distrib1a1tieR, r:adiatiR!I, er 68 ~ 0: as ~Re 6:3b!es shall be GORReGted ta the 
termIRed by the 8¥er:all desigR Ba~:baR ble:1 YSIR!I hi,-bnd Gelalpler deWees ef a val1a1e ete 

a~ matches the b1a1ildiRg's re'11a1iFOd fiFO er 
68

• tee shall ~
8 

rollted thro1a1gh aR 8RGl8SYF8 
airways. The eonneotion bo~uoon tho ba k~s1s anco rating fer shafts or interior exit 
aete within an enclosure thai'matehes th: b o~; e~bl: ane t~e antenna sables shall be 

th 
st 
m 

erior exit stairways, anet passage of the ~1 ing s. r~ re~1stanee rating fer shafts or 
elosuro shall be protested as a ponetratio an en~: ~1stnbut1~n cable in anet out of the 

int 
en n per e nternat1onal Building Gaete. 

bei 
8/3 
Co\ 

51 Q.5.7 letentifieation Signs limeriJen , delltified by aR 8f313'-811Blil sigR l~Gated - Gy F86p8Rder r:adie 68Y8r:age systems shall 
f3'6W31il leeatieR statiRg "This b1a1ildiRg is :R e_r Re~r.!~e FiFO Alarm CeRtrol PaRel er ether 
·er:age System. CeRlfel i!E11a1ipmeRt lee:'~~lil~ "Ith a(" eme"!feRey R~speRder Radie 

Rer)." roam IR68rl IRfermat,eR pro¥ided by 
o,•t v• 

bep laced OR er adjaeellt ta the deer ef t~e roe;:~•~ ~~•,er:age S~&tem leE11a1ipmeRt" shall on aImng the main system eomponents. 
A sign stating "Emer=geney Resf';)oneter R et· 

18 

ri 
I 
i 

r--i 
I 



857 
858 
859 
860 
861 
862 
863 
864 
865 
866 
867 
868 
869 
870 
871 
872 
873 
874 
875 
876 
877 
878 
879 
880 
881 

882 
883 
884 
885 
886 
887 
888 
889 
890 
891 
892 
893 
894 
895 
896 
897 
898 
899 
900 
901 
902 
903 
904 
905 

. _510.8 MaiRteRanoe. The emergeRe. • 0-4899 
mamtaIned operational at all times in 1 respo~der ra~10 oovorage system shall be 

aoooF anoo with Soot1ons 610.6.1 (1) through (7). 

610.8.1 Testing and proof of oorn lian 
authoFizod agent shall ha·.•o the omoF en:· oe. Tho ow~er of the bYilding or o•.'mer's 
and tooted annYally OF whore GtFYotu~I o:a responder ~d10 G~Yerago system inspeoted 
that oould materially ohango tho ori inal fi ngos oooYr inoludmg additions or remodels 
the fellEl'l'ling items (1) threwgh (7): g elEI peROm1anoe tests. Testing shall oensist ef 

1. In building oo•1orage test as r • d b • 
Se_sti_en 510.5.3 "AooeptaR::::r: t:e ff';199de 9fti6ia! ~s Elesori_beEI iR 
bmlElIng coverage test•. P 68 wre er 510.8.1.1 Altemat1ve in 

EMeeptien: GroYp R Qoou • • • YRit&:-pano~ annual testing is not requi~d within d\•,«olling 

2. Signal boosteFS shall be tested to , •ori~ • th • ' 
as it 'Nas 1:1pon initial installation' a~at tho gain. oYtpYt leYel is the same 
peROm1anoe of the &y64em. R aooeptanoe er set te aptimii!e the 

3. Baok1:1p batteries and power o1:1ppli h II b 2 hoYFG to vorifv that tho .... ill es s ao tost~d under load of a period of 
If within the 2 h~ur test ~M~d ~~?orly o~erat~ ~urmg an aot1:1al power outage. 
shall be eK-tendod for a:ditional 1 ~~ttory e~h~b1ts sympt?ms of failure, the test 
oan be determined ur peno o until tho integrity of the batten· . ~ 

4. If a fire alarm system is pres t • th 
verify that the fire a1aFffl ~:~~ 1: bwllEling; a test ~~all be oanElwoteEI ta 
FOspanEler oemmwnioatian system as pre~e~~- swpe':' 1s1Rg the emeFgenoy 
is paROm1eEI by simwlatiR FOqWIFO IA Seet1an 510.4.2.5. The test 
oortifioations in Seotion 61 oi.~1::::u:: . th~ :r:h alarm oontrol pan~I. Tho 
testiRg. oien or e personnel peROm11ng this 

6. Qthor aotive oomponents shall b h • manwfaetwrer's speoifioatians. 8 1raokeEI ta verify aperatlaR within the 

Seotion 610.8.1, shall be sub~i:::~: ih·:h~:h sh:11 Yen_fJ: oomplianoo with 
ElepaRmeRt's thiFEI party ''ORElar t;;se; j> ~,-0 °"!~e 9'116181 by way of the ' P IanooongIno.oorn. 

8. At tho oonolusion of tho testing rt • 

7. At tho oonolusion of testing a re d f th • • 
with aR wpElateEI griEI Eliag~m afo:; : 11-e 1n:pe<:1I0n anEI maintenance along 
gri~ s~ware anEI eaoh oritioal aFO: sh:~r: 8'":i~g !asteEI strengths in e~oh 
ma1RtaIReEI an the pFOmises iR aooaFElaRoe -~h ~ ~ ta the Eleowmentat1an wI - eotIon 610.6.3. 

610.6.1.1 Alternative In building oouora t '" 
Elaowmenlatian reqwireEI by SeetiaR 51 Q 5 3 j6 .~~ •0st

• • Jhen the comprehensive test 
test res wits are available if the syste : • IEI a• a1labl~, er the mast reoeRt full five year 
lest FOE!WireEI by the fife eefie offieio' /: ~6 

~- er
5
~':" 61* years, tl=le iR bwilEling oa\•erage 

r ea ion .6.1 (1 ), may be oonduotod as follo·1,s: 
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1. runotional talk baok testing shall be oonduoted using two oalibFated portable 
Fadios of the latest brand and model used by the agenoy's radio 
oommunioation system or other equipment appFOveEI by the fira sode o#ieial. 
Testing shall use Digital l\1:Jdible Ql:Jality (Dl\Q) FRetrics, •tJhere a passing 
res1:Jlt is a DAQ of 3 or higher. Comm1:Jnioations between handsets in the 
following looations shall be tested: bet\veen the fire oommand oenteF OF fiFo 
alaFFR oontFOI panel and a looation 01:Jtside the b1:Jilding; between the fire alarm 
oontrol panel and eaoh landing in eaoh stairwell. 

2. Co•,erage testing of signal stFength shall be oond1:Joted using a oalibrated 
speotruFR analyi!:eF foF: 

a. Three grid areas peF floor. The thFee grid aFeas to be tested on eaoh 
flooF are the thFee gFid aFeas 'Nith pooFest peFformanoo in the 
aooeptanoo test oF the most Fecent annual test, whicheveF is mora 
resent; and 

b. Eaoh of the critioal areas identified in aooeptanoe test documentation 
required by Section a1 Q.a.3, or as FRodifiod by the fire Bodo o#is!al, 
aAEI 

o. One grid sq1:JaF8 peF serving antenna. 

3. The test area boundaries shall not deviate from the araas established at the 
time of the aoceptanoe test, OF as modified by the fife BOEie o#io.ial. Tho 
b1:Jilding shall be considered to ha·.«e aooeptable emergency responder radio 
coverage when the requiFed signal strength Fequirements in a1Q.4.1.1 and 
a 1 Q. 4 .1.2 are looated in Qa peroent of all araas on eaoh floor of the building 
and gg peroent in Critioal .Areas, and any non funotional serving antenna are 
repairad to funotion within normal ranges. If the dooumentation of tho 
aoceptance test or most Feoent previous annual test results are not a·,ailable 
or aooeptablo to the fire soae o#isia/, the radio ooverage verifioation testing 
described in a1 Q.a.3 shall be cond1:Joted. 

Point of Information 

The alternafr.«e in building oo·,erage test pFOvides an altornatitJe 
testing pFOtoool f.or the in building oo·.«erage test in subseotion (1) 
of seotion a1Q.6.1. Thera is no ohange or alternati\te to annual 
testing raquirements enumerated in subseotion (2) (7) of Seotion 
a 1 Q.6.1, whioh must be peFformed at the time of eaoh annual test. 

940 a1 Q.6.2 Additional freq1:Jenoies. The building owner shall modify or expand the 
941 emergency responder radio oo·,erage system at his or her expense in the e·,ent 
942 frequency changes are FequiFed by tho rCC or other radio lioensing authority, or 
943 additional freq1:Jenoies aFe FRade available by the FCC publio safety radio system operator 
944 or FCC lioense holder. Prior approval of a p1:Jblio stafety radio ooverage system on 
945 pre•,ious frequenoios does not exempt this section. 
946 
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e1Q.6.3 Nonpublie safety system. 'NheFe other nonpublie safety amplifieation 
systems installed in buildings reduee the perforfflanoe or eause interferenee with the 
emergeney responder eommunieation eo¥erage system, the nonpublie safety 
amplifieation system shall be eorreeted or remo>.«ed. 

e1 Q.6.4 Field testing. Ageney personnel shall ha'.«e tho right to enter on to tho 
. property at any reasonable time to eonduet field testing to verify the Fequirod le>1«el of radio 
oo,,erage or to disable a system that due to malfunetion or poor FRaintonanee has the 
potential to impaet the emorgoney Fesponder radio system in tho region. 

Section 4. KMC 21.20.080 is amended to read as follows: 

21.20.080 Amendments to the International Fire Code - Chapter 6, Building Services 
and Systems. 

The following local amendments to Chapter 6 of the International Fire Code, entitled "Building 
Services and Systems," including all amendments enacted by the state of Washington, are 
hereby adopted and incorporated into the International Fire Code as follows: 

A. Building Services and Systems - Definitions. Section 602 of the International Fire Code 
entitled 11Definitions11 is amended by adding the following definition: 

Power Tap. A listed device for indoor use consisting of an attachment plug on 
one end of a flexible cord and two or more receptacles on the opposite end and 
has overcurrent protection. 

B. Electrical Equipment, Wiring and Hazards - Multiplug adapters. Section 603 of the 
International Fire Code entitled "Electrical Equipment, Wiring and Hazards" is amended by 
adding a new subsection 004:4-603.11 as follows: 

603.e.4603.11 Multiplug adapters. Multiplug adapters, such as cube adapters, 
unfused plug strips or any other device not complying with the electrical code as 
adopted by the City of Kirkland shall be prohibited. 

C. Elevator Operation Maintenance and Fire Service Keys - Elevator Maintenance. Section 
604 of the International Fire Code entitled "Elevator Operation Maintenance and Fire Service 
Keys" is amended by adding the following new subsection 604.8: 

604.8 Duty of building operators to repair elevator and give notice. Any owner or 
lessor of the entirety of a building subject to this chapter, or any agent thereof with 
the responsibility for managing such building (hereafter "building operator'') shall 
ensure that the elevator(s) are accessible, usable and in good working order at 
all times. 

604.8.1 Communication. Whenever an elevator is out of service, the building 
operator shall provide notice to all occupants in the building via text, e-mail, or 
phone call as well as a written notice posted on or adjacent to the elevator on 
each floor. The notice shall contain at least the following information: 

1. The anticipated date and time that elevator service will resume; 
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2. Accommodations available for occupants that are dependent on elevator; 
and 

3. Contact information if occupants have any questions. 

Exception: Non-residential buildings may limit the notice to a written notice 
posted with the above information on or adjacent to the elevator on each floor. 

604.8.2 Residential Buildings Served by a Single Elevator Level of Service. 
Residential Bauildings served by a single elevator shall maintain a full-service 
maintenance contract with a Washington State Licensed Elevator Company that 
provides the industries' highest-level service. 

604.8.3 Accommodations for Residential Buildings Served by a Single Elevator. 
Residential buildings served by a single elevator shall maintain a plan to address 
out-of-service conditions for mobility impaired occupants at no cost to the 
occupant. Such plan shall include at least the following elements: 

1. Transportation in and out of the building. Building operators shall maintain 
a list of companies qualified to transport mobility impaired individuals in 
and out of the building up to once per day at no expense to the individual 
when elevator is out-of-service for up to 24 hours. 

2. Alternate housing. When the elevator is out-of-service for longer than 72 
hours, the building operator shall provide upon request alternative housing 
for any person residing in the building who needs to use the elevator to 
gain access or egress to or from his or her unit as a result of such person's 
physical disability, medical condition, infirmity, illness or other disability. 
Alternate housing is not required if such resident's disability does not 
prevent him or her from gaining access to or from his or her unit via 
available stairs. Such alternative housing shall be decent, safe, sanitary 
and provide reasonable accommodation for the person's disability. Any 
alternate housing shall be provided at the building operator's expense. 
The duty to provide alternative housing shall not arise if the building 
operator is prevented from repairing the elevator within seventy-two hours 
or any time thereafter due to a natural disaster or an act of God. 

604.8.4 Failure to timely repair-Civil remedies. Where the failure to timely repair 
an elevator or to provide alternative housing, as required by Section 604.8 results 
in any person residing in the building having substantially restricted access to or 
egress from his or her unit because of such person's impaired ability to climb 
stairs as a result of such person's physical disability, medical condition, infirmity, 
illness or other similar circumstance, the person whose access to or egress from 
such building has been substantially restricted as set forth in this subsection and 
may request the City of Kirkland initiate a code compliance investigation. If upon 
investigation the City of Kirkland determines a building operator has violated a 
provision of KMC 21.20.080(C) it may issue a civil violation pursuant to KMC 
Chapter 1.12 and also pursue such other legal remedies as may be appropriate. 

604.8.5 Prohibition on retaliation and discrimination in renting. 
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A. No landlord or building operator may bring or threaten to bring an action 
to recover possession, cause a tenant to quit the unit involuntarily, serve 
any notice to quit or notice of termination of tenancy, decrease any 
services or increase the rent where the landlord's intention is retaliation 
against the tenant for the tenant's assertion or exercise of rights under this 
chapter by reason of their disability. Such retaliation shall be a defense to 
an action to recover possession, or it may serve as a basis for an 
affirmative suit by the tenant for actual and punitive damages and 
injunctive relief as may be available through the Human Rights 
Commission pursuant to RCW 49.60. 

B. It shall be illegal for any landlord to refuse to rent to any persons on the 
grounds that they may assert their rights under this chapter because they 
require an elevator for access to or egress from the building. Any such 
claim may be made to the Human Rights Commission pursuant to RCW 
49.60. 

604.8.6 Remedies cumulative. The remedies provided by this chapter are in 
addition to all other remedies available to any party with respect to ensuring 
accessibility and usability of elevators. 

Section 5. KMC 21.20.090 is amended to read as follows: 

21.20.090 Amendments to the International Fire Code - Chapter 9, Fire Protection 
and Life Safety Systems. 

The following local amendments to Chapter 9 of the International Fire Code, entitled "Fire 
Protection and Life Safety Systems, 11 including all amendments enacted by the state of 
Washington, are hereby adopted and incorporated into the International Fire Code as follows: 

A. General Fire Areas. Section 901 of the International Fire Code entitled "General" is amended 
by substituting subsection 901.4.4 with the following: 

901.4.4 Fire areas. Where buildings, or portions thereof, are divided into fire areas 
so as not to exceed the limits established requiring a fire protection system in 
accordance with this chapter, fire barriers, fire partitions, and fire walls of any type 
do not constitute separate buildings or fire areas. 

8. Automatic Sprinkler Systems - Where Required. Section 903 of the International Fire Code 
entitled "Automatic Sprinkler Systemss

' is amended by substituting subsection 903.2 with the 
following: 

903.2 Where required. Approved automatic sprinkler systems in new buildings 
and structures shall be provided in the locations described in Sections 903.2.1 
through 903.2.12 and as required in Chapter 21.33 KMC Fire-Extinguishing 
Systems. 
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C. Automatic Sprinkler Systems - Specific Buildings Areas and Hazards. Section 903 of the 
International Fire Code entitled "Automatic Sprinkler Systems" is amended by substituting 
subsection 903.2.11 with the following: 
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903.2.11 All occupancies. In all occupancies other than Group U, an automatic 
sprinkler system shall be installed for building design or hazards in the locations 
set forth in Section 903.2.11.1 through 903.2.11.8. 

903.2.11.1 Stories and basements without openings. An automatic sprinkler 
system shall be installed throughout all stories, including basements, of all 
buildings where the floor area exceeds 1,500 square feet (139.4 m2) and where 
there is not provided at least one of the following types of exterior wall openings: 

1. Openings below grade that lead directly to ground level by an exterior stairway 
complying with Section 1011 or an outside ramp complying with Section 1012. 
Openings shall be located in each 50 linear feet (15,240 mm), or fraction 
thereof, of exterior wall in the story on not fewer than one side. The required 
ope·nings shall be distributed such that the lineal distance between adjacent 
openings does not exceed 50 feet (15,240 mm). 

2. Openings entirely above the adjoining ground level totaling not less than 20 
square feet (1.86 m2) in each 50 linear feet (15,240 mm), or fraction thereof, 
of exterior wall in the story on not fewer than one side. The required openings 
shall be distributed such that the lineal distance between adjacent openings 
does not exceed 50 feet (15,240 mm). The height of the bottom of the clear 
opening shall not exceed 44 inches (1,118 mm) measured from the floor. 

903.2.11.1.1 Opening dimensions and access. Openings shall have a minimum 
dimension of not less than 30 inches (762 mm). Access to such openings shall be 
provided for the fire department from the exterior and shall not be obstructed in a 
manner that firefighting or rescue cannot be accomplished from the exterior. 

903.2.11.1.2 Openings on one side only. Where openings in a story are provided 
on only one side and the opposite wall of such story is more than 75 feet (22,860 
mm) from such openings, the story shall be equipped throughout with an 
approved automatic sprinkler system or openings as specified above shall be 
provided on at least two sides of the story. 

903.2. 11.1.3 Basements. Where any portion of a basement is located more than 
75 feet (22,860 mm) from openings required by Section 903.2.11.1, or where new 
walls, partitions or other obstructions are installed that increase the exit access 
travel distance to more than 75 feet, the basement shall be equipped throughout 
with an approved automatic sprinkler system. 

903.2.11.2 Rubbish and linen chutes. An automatic sprinkler system shall be 
installed at the top of rubbish and linen chutes and in their terminal rooms. Chutes 
shall have additional sprinkler heads installed at alternate floors and at the lowest 
intake. Where a rubbish chute extends through a building more than one floor 
below the lowest intake, the extension shall have sprinklers installed that are 
recessed from the drop area of the chute and protected from freezing in 
accordance with Section 903.3.1.1. Such sprinklers shall be installed at alternate 
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floors beginning with the second level below the last intake and ending with the 
floor above the discharge. Access to sprinklers in chutes shall be provided for 
servicing. 

903.2.11.3 Buildings 55 feet or more in height. An automatic sprinkler system shall 
be installed throughout buildings with a floor level having an occupant load of 30 
or more that is located 55 feet (16,764 mm) or more above the lowest level of fire 
department vehicle access. 

903.2.11.4 Ducts conveying hazardous exhausts. Where required by the 
International Mechanical Code, automatic sprinklers shall be provided in ducts 
conveying hazardous exhaust, flammable or combustible materials. 

Exception: Ducts where the largest cross-sectional diamet~r of the duct is 
less than 10 inches (254 mm). 

903.2.11.5 Commercial cooking operations. An automatic sprinkler system shall 
be installed in a commercial kitchen exhaust hood and duct system where an 
automatic sprinkler system is used to comply with Section 904. 

903.2.11.6 Other required suppression systems. In addition to the requirements 
of Section 903.2, the provisions indicated in Table 903.2.11.6 also require the 
installation of a fire suppression system for certain buildings and areas. 

903.2.11. 7 Relocatable buildings within buildings. Relocatable buildings or 
structures located within a building with an approved fire sprinkler system shall be 
provided with fire sprinkler protection within the occupiable space of the building 
and the space underneath the relocatable building. 

Exceptions: 
1. Sprinkler protection is not required underneath the building when the 

space is separated from the adjacent space by construction resisting the 
passage of smoke and heat and combustible storage will not be located 
there. 

2. If the building or structure does not have a roof or ceiling obstructing the 
overhead sprinklers. 

3 Construction trailers and temporary offices used during new building 
construction prior to occupancy. 

4. Movable shopping mall kiosks with a roof or canopy dimension of less 
than 4 feet (1219 mm) on the smallest side. 

903.2.11.8 Exterior projections. Where sprinklers are required throughout a 
Group A occupancy, sprinklers shall be installed under exterior projections 
greater that 2 ft (600 mm) wide over areas where combustibles are stored or 
where outdoor dining occurs. 
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D. Automatic Sprinkler Systems - Installation Requirements. Section 903 of the International 
Fire Code entitled "Automatic Sprinkler Systems" is amended by substituting subsection 903.3 
with the following: 

90&3 Installation requirements. Automatic sprinkler systems shall be designed 
and installed in accordance with Sections 903.3.1 through 903.3.9. 

E. Installation Requirements - NFPA 13 Sprinkler Systems. Section 903.3.1 of the 
International Fire Code entitled "Installation Requirements" is amended by substituting 
subsection 903.3.1.1 with the following: 

903.3.1.1 NFPA 13 sprinkler systems. Where the provisions of this code require 
that a building or portion thereof be equipped throughout with an automatic 
sprinkler system in accordance with this section, sprinklers shall be installed 
throughout in accordance with NFPA 13 except as provided in Section 
903.3.1.1.1, and 903.3.1.1.3 

903.3.1.1.1 Exempt locations. Automatic sprinklers shall not be required in the 
following rooms or areas where such rooms or areas are protected with an 
approved automatic fire detection system in accordance with Section 907 .2 that 
will respond to visible or invisible particles of combustion. Sprinklers shall not be 
omitted from a room merely because it is damp, of fire-resistance-rated 
construction.a. or contains electrical equipment. 

1. A room where the application of water, or flame and water, constitutes a 
serious life or fire hazard.a...when approved by the fire code official. 

2. Any room or space where sprinklers are considered undesirable because of 
the nature of the contents, when approved by the fire code official. 

3. In rooms or areas that are of noncombustible construction with wholly 
noncombustible contents. 

4. Fire service access elevator machine rooms and machinery spaces. 
5. Machine rooms and machinery spaces associated with evacuation elevators 

and are designed in accordance with Section 3008 of the International 
Building Code. 

6. Elevator machine rooms, elevator machinery spaces, control spaces, or 
hoistways of traction elevators that comply with NFPA 13 (2019) Section 
9.3.6.3. 

903.3.1.1.2 Bathrooms. In Group R occupancies, sprinklers shall not be required 
in bathrooms that do not exceed 55 square feet (5 m2) in area and are located 
within individual dwelling units or sleeping units, provided that walls and ceilings, 
including the walls and ceilings behind a shower enclosure or tub, are of 
noncombustible or limited-combustible materials with a 15-minute thermal barrier 
rating. 

903.3.1.1.3 Seismic Coefficient. The coefficient Cp for seismic bracing design 
calculations in accordance with NFPA 13 shall either use a value of 0.70 or shall 
use a value based on site specific USGS data. 
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F. Installation Requirements - NFPA 13R Sprinkler Systems. Section 903.3.1 of the 
International Fire Code entitled "Installation Requirements" is amended by substituting 
subsection 903.3.1.2 with the following: 

903.3.1.2 NFPA 13R sprinkler systems. Automatic sprinkler systems in Group R 
occupancies up to and including four stories shall be permitted to be installed 
throughout in accordance with NFPA 13R. 

Buildings designed in accordance with Washington Administrative Code 51-50-
0504, 51-50-0510, ge,:i.g or SeGtioR 61Q.4 Section 504.4.1 of the Washington 
State Building Code lntematioRal BuildiRg Code shall be designed in accordance 
with NFPA 13 throughout. 

Section 6. KMC 21.20.100 is amended to read as follows: 

21.20.100 Amendments to the International Fire Code - Chapter 10, Means of 
Egress. 

The following local amendments to Chapter 10 of the International Fire Code, entitled "Fire 
Protection and Life Safety Systems," including all amendments enacted by the state of 
Washington, are hereby adopted and incorporated into the International Fire Code as follows: 

A. Means of Egress Illumination - Duration. Section 1008 of the International Fire Code 
entitled "Means of Egress Illumination" is amended by substituting subsection 1008.3.4 with 
the following: 

1008.3.4 Duration. The emergency power system shall provide power for a 
duration of not less than 90 minutes, or such time as stipulated by International 
Building Code Section 2702 and Table 2702 when applicable for high-rise or 
underground buildings, and shall consist of storage batteries, unit equipment or 
an on-site generator. The installation of the emergency power system shall be in 
accordance with International Building Code Section 2702. 

B. Two-Way Communication Systems - System Requirements. Section 1009.8 of the 
International Fire Code entitled "Two-Way Communication Systems" is amended by 
substituting subsection 1009.8.1 with the following: 

1009.8.1 System requirements. Two-way communication systems shall provide 
communication between each required location and the fire command center or 
a central control point location approved by the fire department. Where the central 
control point is not a constantly attended location, athe two-way communication 
system shall have a timed automatic telephone dial-out capability to a moRitoriRg 
looatioR. that provides two-way communication with an approved supervising 
station or 9-1-1. The two-way communication system shall include both audible 
and visible signals. The two-way communication system shall have a battery 
backup or an approved alternate source of power that is capable of a duration of 
operation in accordance with International Building Code Section 2702 and Table 
2702 upon failure of the normal power source. 
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C. Doors, Gates and Turnstiles - Thresholds. Section 1010 of the International Fire Code 
entitled "Doors, Gates and Turnstiles" is amended by substituting subsection 1010.1.6 with the 
following: 

1010.1.6 Thresholds. Thresholds at doorways shall not exceed 3/4 inch (19.1 
mm) in height above the finished floor or landing for sliding doors serving dwelling 
units or 1/2 inch (12.7 mm) above the finished floor or landing for other doors. 
Raised thresholds and floor level changes greater than 1/4 inch (6.4 mm) at 
doorways shall be beveled with a slope not greater than one-unit vertical in two 
units horizontal (50-percent slope). 

Exceptions: 
1. In occupancy Group R-2 or R-3, threshold heights for sliding and side
hinged exterior doors shall be permitted to be up to 7 3/4 inches (197 mm) 
in height if all of the following apply: 

1.1. The door is not part of the required means of egress. 

1.2. The door is not part of an accessible route as required by Chapter 11. 

1.3. The door is not part of an Accessible unit, Type A unit or Type B unit. 

2. In Type 8 units, where Exception 5 to Section 1010.1.4 permits a 4-inch (102 
mm) elevation change at the door, the threshold height on the exterior side of the 
door shall not exceed 4 3/4 inches (120 mm) in height above the exterior deck, 
patio or balcony for sliding doors or 4 1/2 inches (114 mm) above the exterior 
deck, patio or balcony for other doors. 

3. Thresholds at doors serving non-occupiable transformer rooms where 
emergency containment of oil and sprinkler water is required. 

D. Horizontal Exits - Fire Alarm and Sprinkler Zones. Section 1026 of the International Fire 
Code entitled "Horizontal Exits11 is amended by adding the following new subsection 1026.6: 

1026.6 Fire Alarm and Sprinkler Zones. When fire walls and/or horizontal exits 
are provided the fire alarm and sprinkler systems shall be zoned to coincide with 
the horizontal exits. 

Exception: Sprinkler zoning is not required in existing construction if fire 
alarm initiating devices provide the same level of occupant notification that 
a zoned sprinkler system would provide. 

Section 7. KMC 21.33.040, entitled "Automatic fire-extinguishing systems," is amended 
to read as follows is amended to read as follows: 

21.33.040 Automatic fire-extinguishing systems. 

a) Where Required. An automatic fire-extinguishing system shall be installed in all structures 
as set forth in this section and as described in Chapter 9 of the currently adopted editions 
of both the International Fire Code and the International Building Code as amended and 
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adopted by the state of Washington. For the purposes of this section, fire barriers and fire 
walls of any type do not constitute separate buildings. 

b) All Occupancies. An automatic sprinkler system shall be installed in the following buildings 
or structures: 

1. In all newly constructed buildings and existing buildings with Level 2 or Level 3 
alteration or change of occupancy with a gross floor area of five thousand or greater 
square feet, regardless of type or use, as well as zero lot line townhouses with an 
aggregate area of all connected townhouses five thousand square feet or greater; 

2. When it is determined by the fire shief fire code official that access for fire department 
or fire flow is not adequate; 

3. In Group E occupancies as required by WAC 51-50-0903; 

4. All buildings or structures supported by piers or piling which extend over water. 

Exception: Any one-story structure used solely for the moorage of boats or 
having Type I F.R. or II F.R. construction throughout need not have a sprinkler 
system installed unless otherwise required by other provisions of this chapter; 

5. Other buildings and/or structures as specified in rules promulgated by the fire 
department. 

Section 8. If any provision of this ordinance or its application to any person or 
circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of the ordinance or the application of the provision 
to other persons or circumstances is not affected. 

Section 9. This ordinance shall be in force and effect five days from and after its 
passage by the Kirkland City Council and publication as required by law, which can be in the 
summary form attached to the original of this ordinance and by this reference approved by the 
City Council. 

Passed by majority vote of the Kirkland City Council in open meeting this 6th day of 
May, 2025. 

Signed in authentication thereof this 6th day of May, 2025. 

Attest: 

Elizabeth Adkis on, Acting City Clerk 
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- PUBLICATION SUMMARY 
OF ORDINANCE NO. 0-4899 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF KIRKLAND RELATING TO THE 
INTERNATIONAL FIRE CODE AND AMENDING CHAPTER 21 .20 AND 
CHAPTER 21 .33 OF THE KIRKLAND MUNICIPAL CODE. 

1 SECTIONS 1 - 6. Amends chapter 21 .20 of the Kirkland Municipal Code (KMC) 
2 related to the International Fire Code. 
3 
4 SECTION 7. Amends KMC 21 .33.040 related to automatic fire-extinguishing 
5 systems. 
6 
7 SECTION 8. Provides a severability clause for the ordinance. 
8 
9 SECTION 9. Authorizes publication of the ordinance by summary and establishes the 

10 effective date as five days after publication of this summary. 
11 
12 The full text of this Ordinance will be mailed without charge to any person upon request 
13 made to the City Clerk for the City of Kirkland. The Ordinance was passed by the Kirkland City 
14 Council at its meeting on the 6th day of May, 2025. 
15 
16 I certify that the foregoing is a summary of Ordinance 0-4899 approved by the Kirkland 
17 City Council for summary publication. 


