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ORDINANCE 0-4899

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF KIRKLAND RELATING TO THE
INTERNATIONAL FIRE CODE AND FIRE-EXTINGUISHING SYSTEMS AND
AMENDING CHAPTER 21.20 AND CHAPTER 21.33 OF THE KIRKLAND
MUNICIPAL CODE.

WHEREAS, on January 7, 2025, the City Council adopted Ordinance O-4889, which
adopted the 2021 International Fire Code with amendments and made other changes to
chapter 21.20 and chapter 21.33 of the Kirkland Municipal Code; and

WHEREAS, in reviewing the code reviser's updates, staff discovered that the adopted

Ordinance 0O-4889 inadvertently omitted several provisions that were intended to be included,

and staff also found minor changes that should be updated, including formatting, verbiage,

grammatical errors, changes to subtitles, and changes to code references; and

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that these further amendments to chapter 21.20 and

chapter 21.33 of the Kirkland Municipal Code are necessary to protect the public health, safety,
and welfare of the community. '

NOW, THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of Kirkland does ordain as follows:

Section 1. Section 21.20.030 of the Kirkland Municipal Code (KMC) is amended to
read as follows, with additions in underline and deletions in strikethrough:

21.20.030 Amendments to the International Fire Code — Chapter 1, Scope and
Administration.

The following local amendments to Chapter 1 of the International Fire Code, entitled “Scope
and Administration,” including all amendments enacted by the state of Washington, are hereby
adopted and incorporated into the International Fire Code as follows:

A. Scope and General Requirements - Title. Section 101 of the International Fire Code

‘entitled “Scope and General Requirements” is amended by substituting subsection 101.1 with
the following:

101.1 Title. These regulations shall be known as the Fire Code of the City of Kirkland,
hereinafter referred to as “this code.”

B. Applicability — Referenced codes and standards. Section 102 of the International Fire Code

entitled “Applicability” is amended by substituting subsection 102.7 with the following:

102.7 Referenced codes and standards. The codes and standards referenced in
this code shall be those that are listed in Chapter 80. Such codes and standards
shall be considered part of the requirements of this code to the prescribed extent
of each such reference as determined or modified by the fire code official. Where
differences occur between the provisions of this code and the referenced
standards, the provisions of this code shall apply. When allowed by the Fire Code
Official, newer editions of standards not herein referenced may be used provided
the entire standard is utilized.
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C. Code Compliance Agency — Section 103 of the International Fire Code entitied “Code
Compliance Agency” is amended by substituting subsection 103.1 with the following:

103.1 Designation of agency. The Kirkland Fire Prevention Bureau is identified
as the City’s code compliance agency and the official in charge thereof shall be
known as the fire code official. The function of the agency shall be the
implementation, administration, and enforcement of the provisions of this code.

D. General-autherityy-and-respensibilitios —indigent-Housing-Guidelines-Duties and Powers of
the Fire Code Official. Section 104 of the International Fire Code entitled “General-Authority
and-Respensibilities” “Duties and Powers of the Fire Code Official” is amended by adding the
following new Subsection 104.1.2;

104.1.2 Indigent housing guidelines. The fire code official is hereby authorized
to develop a policy regarding application and exemption of construction codes
for temporary homeless shelters in accordance with WAC 51-16-030 Exemptions
for indigent housing guidelines, now or as hereafter amended.

E. General-autherlty-and-responsibilities Duties and Powers of the Fire Code Official -
Assistance from other agencies. Section 104 of the International Fire Code entitled “General

Authority-and-Responsibilities~ “Duties and Powers of the Fire Code Official” is amended by -

substituting subsection 104.11.1 with the following:

104.11.1 Assistance from other agencies. Police and other enforcement agencies
shall have authority to render necessary assistance in the investigation of fires or
the enforcement of this code as requested by the fire code official.

F. General-authority-and—responsibilities Duties and Powers of the Fire Code Official —
Obstructing operations. Section 104 of the International Fire Code entitled “General-authority

and-responsibilities~ “Duties and Powers of the Fire Code Official” is amended by substituting
subsection 104.12.2 with the following:

104.12.2 Obstructing operations. Ne—persen Persons shall not obstruct the
operations of the fire department in connection with extinguishment, control, or
investigation of any fire, or actions relative to other emergencies, or disobey any
lawful command of the fire department or officer of the fire department in charge
of the emergency, or any part thereof, or any lawful order of a police officer
assisting the fire department.

G. Permits — Compressed Gases. Section 105 of the International Fire Code entitled “Permits”
is amended by substituting subsection 105.5.9 with the following:

105.5.9 Compressed gases. An operational permit is required for the storage, use or
handling at normal temperature and pressure (NTP) of compressed gases in excess of
the amounts listed in Table 105.5.9.

Exception: Vehicles equipped for and using compressed gas as a fuel for propelling the
vehicle.
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TABLE 105.5.9
PERMIT AMOUNTS FOR COMPRESSED GASES
TYPE OF GAS AMOUNT (cubic
feet at NTP)
Carbon dioxide used in carbon 875 (100 Ibs.)
dioxide enrichment systems
Carbon dioxide or nitrogen used in 875 (100 Ibs.)
insulated liquid carbon dioxide or
nitrogen beverage dispensing, food
or beverage applications
Corrosive 200
Flammable (except cryogenic fluids 200
and liquefied petroleum gases)
Highly toxic ' Any Amount
Inert and simple asphyxiant 6,000
Oxidizing (including oxygen) 504
Pyrophoric Any Amount
Toxic Any Amount

For Sl: 1 cubic foot - 0.02832 m3.

H. Permits — Mobile food preparation vehicles. Section 105 of the International Fire Code
entitled “Permits” is amended by substituting subsection 105.5.32 with the following:

105.5.32 Mobile food preparation vehicles. A permit is required for mobile food
preparation vehicles equipped with appliances that produce smoke or grease-
laden vapors or utilize LP-gas systems or CNG systems.

A passed; conforming inspection completed by an agency participating agerey in
the Washington State Association of Fire Marshals Mobile Food Preparation

Vehicle Inspection Program;—perermed-within-the-last—12-months;—shall will be
accepted if the gassed inspection was comgleted within the last 12 months Valid

I. Permits — Positive alarm sequence. Section 105 of the International Fire Code entitled
“Permits” is amended by adding the following new subsection 105.5.53:

105.5.53 Positive alarm sequence. An operational permit is required to operate a
PAS (Positive Alarm Sequence) Account as prescribed in NFPA (National Fire
Protection Association) 72.
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K J. Permits — Gates and Barricades Across Fire Apparatus Access Roads. Section 105 of
the International Fire Code entitled “Permits” is amended by adding the following new ;
subsection 105.5.55: 4

105.5.55 Gates and barricades across fire apparatus access roads. An
operational permit is required to operate and maintain a gate or barricade across
a primary fire apparatus access road.

k£ K. Permits - Flammable and combustible liquids. Section 105 of the International Fire Code
entitled “Permits” is amended by substituting subsection 105.6.8 with the following:

105.6.8 Flammable and combustible liquids. A construction permit is required:

1. To install, repair or modify a pipeline for the transportation of flammable or
combustible liquids.

2. To install, construct or alter tank vehicles, equipment, tanks, plants,
terminals, wells, fuel-dispensing stations, refineries, distilleries and similar
facilities where flammable and combustible liquids are produced,
processed, transported, stored, dispensed or used.

3. To install, alter, remove, abandon or otherwise dispose of a flammable or
combustible liquid tank.
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Exception: A permit is not required for the abandonment or removal of
underground storage tanks previously used to store fuel oil for residential heating.
It is the property owner’s responsibility to make the decision on how to proceed
with abatement.

M L. Permits — Refrigeration Equipment. Section 105 of the International Fire Code entitled
“Permits” is amended by adding the following new subsection 486-727 105.6.26:

405727 105.6.26 Refrigeration Equipment. A construction permit is required to
install a mechanical refrigeration unit or system regulated by Chapter 6 of the
International Fire Code.

N M. Fees — Schedule of permit fees. Section 107 of the International Fire Code entitled
“Fees” is amended by substituting subsection 107.2 with the following:

107.2 Schedule of permit fees. Where a permit is_required, Fthe fee for each
permit shall be as set forth in Chapter 21.74, as now or hereafter amended. A
permit shall not be valid until the fees have been paid, nor shall an amendment to
a permit be released until the additional fee, if any, has been paid.

© N. Fees - Work commencing before permit issuance. Section 107 of the International Fire
Code entitled “Fees” is amended by substituting subsection 107.4 with the following:

107.4 Work commencing before permit issuance. A person who commences any
work, activity or operation regulated by this code before obtaining the necessary
permits shall be subject to an-additional a fee established in Chapter 21.74 KMC,
which shall be in addition to the required permit fees.

]
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R Q. Fees - Refunds. Section 107 of the International Fire Code entitled “Fees” is amended
by substituting subsection 107.6 with the following:

107.6 Refunds. Refunds shall be according to policies and procedures
established in Chapter 21.74 KMC.

Q P. Fees — Re-inspection fee. Section 107 of the International Fire Code entitled “Fees” is

amended by adding the following new subsection 107.7:

107.7 Re-inspection fee. A re-inspection fee may be assessed when all of the
following criteria have been met:

a. Code violations have been identified by the fire code official,

b. A written notice has been issued to the responsible party, identifying the code
violations and a time period to make corrections; and

¢. The code violations have not been corrected within the specified period.

R Q. Fees— Event fee. Section 107 of the International Fire Code entitled “Fees” is amended

by adding the following new subsection 107.8:

107.8 Event Fee. When the fire chief determines it is necessary to preserve the
public health, safety and welfare, event sponsors may be required to compensate
the department for staffing and equipment in an amount calculated according to
the Washington State Fire Chiefs Association's fee schedule together with Fire
Prevention hourly staffing rate as set forth in Chapter 21.74 KMC or as now or
hereafter amended.

S R. Maintenance — Recordkeeping. Section 109 of the International Fire Code entitled
“Maintenance” is amended by substituting subsection 109.3 with the following:

109.3 Recordkeeping. A record of periodic inspections, test, servicing, and other
operations and maintenance shall be maintained on the premises or other
approved location for not less than 3 years, or a different period of time where
specified in this code or referenced standards. Records shall be made available
for inspection by the fire code official, and a copy of the records shall be provided
to the fire code official upon request.

The fire code official is authorized to prescribe the form and format of such
recordkeeping. The fire code official is authorized to require that certain required
records be filed with the fire code official.

Effestive—February—1,-2020 aAll confidence test reports must be filed with the

Compliance Engine at www.thecomplianceengine.com.

FS. Maintenance — Timeliness of report filing. Section 109 of the International Fire Code
entitled “Maintenance” is amended by adding the following new subsection 109.3.1:

109.3.1 Timeliness of report filing. Fire/life safety sysfem confidence test reports
must be submitted within five business days of the inspection or maintenance
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221 completion. Systems with impairments or red-tagged systems must also be
222 reported immediately using the current mandatory impaired systems reporting
223 process.

224

225 Reports that are not submitted in a timely manner are subject to an additional $40
226 fee for each late report, which will be established administratively by the fire code
227 official in consultation with the City's third-party vendor managing the report filing
228 system.

229

230y Y I. Maintenance — Supervision. Section 109 of the International Fire Code entitled
231| “Maintenance” is amended by adding the following new subsection 109.4.1:
232

233 109.4.1 Reported deficiencies extending past eégg days shall be subject to
234 additional fees until deficiencies have been corrected.
235

236§ ¥ U. Maintenance — Overcrowding. Section 109 of the International Fire Code entitled
237 | “Maintenance” is amended by substituting subsection 109.6 with the following:
238

239 109.6 Overcrowding. Overcrowding or admittance of any person beyond the
240 approved capacity of a building or a portion thereof shall not be allowed. The fire
241 code official, upon finding any overcrowding conditions or obstructions in aisles,
242§ - passageways or other means of egress, or upon finding any condition which
243 constitutes a life safety hazard, shall be authorized to direct actions be taken to
244 reduce the overcrowding or to cause the event to be stopped until such condition
245 or obstruction is corrected.

246

247 | WYV. Appeals. Section 111 of the International Fire Code entitled “Appeals” is amended by
248 | substituting Section 111 with the following:

249

250 111.1 Appeals to hearing examiner. Appeals of orders, decisions and
251 determinations of the fire code official that do not constitute enforcement actions
252 shall be heard and decided by the city of Kirkland hearing examiner. Enforcement
253 actions shall be brought pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 1.12. To the extent
254 the codes adopted by reference in this title refer to a “board of appeals” those
255 references shall be deemed to refer to the city of Kirkland hearing examiner.
256

257 111.2 Limitations on authority. An application for appeal shall be based on a claim
258 that the true intent of this ehapter code, Chapter 21.33 KMC, or the rules legally
259 adopted thereunder have been incorrectly interpreted, or the provisions of this
260 code do not fully apply. i i i
261 propesed. The hearing examiner shall not have authority to waive requirements
262 of this code or interpret the administration of this code.

263

264 111.3 When to appeal and appeal fee. An appellant shall file a written appeal of
265 the order, decision or determination of the fire code official with the Fire-Marshal
266 ofthe Kirkland fire department within thirty days of the date of the decision of the
267 fire code official. There shall not be an appeal fee for appeals of stop work orders
268 or code enforcement orders. For all other matters, the appeal fee shall be one
269 hundred twenty-five dollars and shall accompany the written appeal. Failure to
270 timely file the appeal or pay the appeal fee shall result in dismissal of the appeal.
271
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272 111.4 Contents of notice of appeal. The appeal shall contain a clear reference to
273 the matter being appealed and a statement of the specific elements of the fire
274 code official’'s order, decision or determination disputed by the appellant.
275
276 111.5 Notice of the appeal hearing.
277
278 (a) The fire code official shall prepare a notice of the appeal hearing
279 containing the following:
280
281 (1) The file number and a brief description of the matter being
282 appealed;
283
284 (2) A statement of the scope of the appeal including a summary
285 of the elements of the fire code official’s order, decision or
286 determination that are contested in the appeal;
287
288 (3) The time and place of the hearing on appeal before the
289 hearing examiner; and
290
201 | (4) A statement of who may patrticipate in the appeal.
292
293 (b) At least fourteen days before the hearing on the appeal, the fire code
294 official shall send a copy of the notice of appeal hearing to each person
295 who has appealed the fire code official’s order, decision or determination.
296 111.6 Participation in the appeal. Only those parties who have appealed the fire
297 code official’s order, decision or determination may participate in the appeal.
298 Appellants may participate in either or both of the following ways:
299 (1) By submitting written comments or testimony to the hearing examiner
300 prior to the commencement of the hearing; and/or
301
302 (2) By appearing in person, or through a representative, at the hearing.
303 The hearing examiner may reasonably limit the extent of oral testimony or
304 oral argument to facilitate the orderly and timely conduct of the hearing.
305
306 111.7 Scope of appeal. The appeal will be an open record appeal hearing. The
307 scope of the appeal is limited to the specific elements of the fire code official’s
308] order, decision or determination disputed by the appellant and the hearing
309 examiner shall only consider comments, testimony and arguments on these
310 specific elements.
311
312 111.8 Record of appeal hearing. The city shall make an electronic sound
313 recording of the hearing.
314
315 111.9 Decision on the appeal. The hearing examiner shall consider all information
316 and material within the scope of the appeal submitted by persons entitled to
317 participate in the appeal. Based on the hearing examiner's findings and
318 conclusions, the hearing examiner may affirm, reverse or modify the order,
319 decision or determination being appealed. The hearing examiner shall issue his
320 or her decision within fifteen days of the appeal hearing by emailing it to the city.

7
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Within four business days after it is issued, the hearing examiner's decision shall
be mailed or emailed by the City to the applicant and to each person who has
requested notice of the decision. The decision by the hearing examiner is the final
decision of the city.

111.10 Judicial review. Any judicial appeal of the hearing examiner’'s decision
shall be reviewed in King County superior court pursuant to Chapter 36.70C
RCW, the Land Use Petition Act (“LUPA"). The land use petition must be filed
within twenty-one calendar days of the issuance of the hearing examiner's
decision.

X W. Violations — Violation penalties. Section 112 of the International Fire Code entitled
“Violation” is amended by substituting subsection 112.4 with the following:

Section 112.4. Violation penalties. Persons who shall violate a provision of this
code or shall fail to comply with any of the requirements thereof or who shall erect,
install, alter, repair or do work in violation of the approved construction documents
or directive of the fire code official, or of a permit or certificate used under provisions
of this code, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, or civil offense, as deemed
applicable by the fire code official punishable by a fine of not more than $1,000
dollars or by imprisonment not exceeding 90 days, or both such fine and
imprisonment. Each day that a violation continues after due notice has been served
shall be deemed a separate offense.

Sestion- 112.4.1 Violations and enforcement. In addition to the remedies provided
for in this Title and remedies that may otherwise be available at law, any violation
of this Title, including codes adopted by reference, may be enforced pursuant to
the provisions of Chapter 1.12 KMC.

Sectien 112.4.2 Abatement of violation. In addition to the imposition of the penalties
herein described, the fire code official is authorized to institute appropriate action to
pre-vent prevent unlawful construction or to restrain, correct or abate a violation; or
to prevent illegal occupancy of a structure or premises; or to stop an illegal act,
conduct of business or occupancy of a structure on or about any premises.

Section 2. KMC 21.20.050 is amended to read as follows:

21.20.050 Amendments to the International Fire Code - Chapter 3, General
Requirements.

The following local amendments to Chapter 3 of the International Fire Code, entitled “General
Requirements,” including all amendments enacted by the state of Washington, are hereby
adopted and incorporated into the International Fire Code as follows:

A. General Requirements — Open Burning, Recreational Fires and Portable Outdoor
Fireplaces. Section 307 of the International Fire Code is amended by substituting section 307
with the following:
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369 307.1 General. A person shall not kindle or maintain or authorize to be kindled or
370 maintained any open burning unless conducted and approved in accordance with
371 Sections 307.2 through 307.5.
372
373 Exceptions:
374 1. Bonfires
375 2. Recreational Fires
376 3. Portable outdoor fireplaces
377
378 307.2 Permit required - Bonfire. A permit shall be obtained from the fire code
379 official in accordance with Section 4056:6 105.5 prior to kindling a bonfire.
380 Application for such approval shall only be presented by and permit issued to the
381 owner of the land upon which the fire is to be kindled.
382
383 Exception: A permit is not required for a recreational fire or portable
384 outdoor fireplace.
385
386 307.2.1 Bans on fires due to air quality or fire danger. If the Puget Sound Clean
387 Air Agency issues a burn ban due to air quality, or if a fire safety burn ban is
388 issued by the Kirkland Fire Department all fires are prohibited. It is the
389 responsibility of the property owner where the fire is to be conducted to ensure
390 no such ban exists prior to starting any fire.
391
392 307.3 Extinguishment authority. Where any fire creates or adds to a hazardous
393 situation, or a required permit has not been obtained, the fire code official is
394 authorized to order the extinguishment of the fire.
395
396 307.4 Location. The location for open burning shall be not less than 50 feet (15
397 240 mm) from any structure, and provisions shall be made to prevent the fire from
398 spreading to within 50 feet (15 240 mm) of any structure.
399
400 Exceptions:
401 The minimum required distance from a structure shall be 25 feet (7620
402 mm) where the pile size is 3 feet (914 mm) or less in diameter and 2 feet
403] (610 mm) or less in height.
404
405 307.4.1 Bonfires. A bonfire shall not be conducted within 50 feet (15 240 mm) of
406 a structure or combustible material unless the fire is contained in a barbecue pit.
407 Conditions which could cause a fire to spread within 50 feet (15 240 mm) of a
408 structure shall be eliminated prior to ignition.
409
410 307.4.2 Recreational fires. Recreational fires shall not be conducted within 25
411 feet (7620 mm) of a structure or combustible material. Conditions which could
412 cause a fire to spread within 25 feet (7620 mm) of a structure shall be eliminated
413 prior to ignition. See also Chapter 173-425 WAC.
414
415 307.4.3 Portable outdoor fireplaces. Portable outdoor fireplaces shall be used in
416 accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions and shall not be operated within
417 15 feet (3048 mm) of a structure or combustible material.
418

9
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307.5 Attendance. Bonfires, recreational fires and use of portable outdoor
fireplaces shall be constantly attended until the fire is extinguished. A minimum
of one portable fire extinguisher complying with Section 806 with a minimum 4-A
rating or other approved on-site fire-extinguishing equipment, such as dirt, sand,
water barrel, garden hose or water truck, shall be available for immediate
utilization.

B. General storage—Storage under stairways. Section 315 of the International Fire Code,
entitled “General Storage” is amended by adding the following new subsection 315.3.2.1:

315.3.2.1 Storage under stairways. Storage is prohibited under exit stairways.

Exception: Enclosures under stairways in accordance with Sections
1011.7.3 or 1011.7.4 as applicable.

C. General Requirements — Road Tunnels, Bridges and Other Limited Access Highways.
Chapter 3 of the International Fire Code is amended by adding the following new section 324
322:

Sestion-324 322. Road tunnels, bridges and other limited access highways.

3241 322.1 Road tunnels, bridges and other limited access highways. Road
tunnels, bridges, and other limited access highways shall be in accordance with
NFPA 502.

Section 3. KMC 21.20.070 is amended to read as follows:

21.20.070 Amendments to the International Fire Code — Chapter 5, Fire Services
Features.

The following local amendments to Chapter 5§ of the International Fire Code, entitled “Fire
Service Features,” including all amendments enacted by the state of Washington are hereby
adopted, and incorporated into the International Fire Code as follows:

A. Fire Apparatus Access Roads — Where Required. Section 503 is amended by substituting
subsection 503.1 with the following:

503.1 Where required. Fire apparatus access roads shall be provided and
maintained in accordance with locally adopted street, road, and access
standards. The city of Kirkland has established criteria for fire apparatus access
roads in Operating Policy #6, which is available on the city of Kirkland website
and at City Hall.

B. Access to Building Openings and Roofs — Building with enclosed interior courtyards. Section
504 of the International Fire Code is amended by adding the following new subsection 504.4:

504.4 Buildings with enclosed interior courtyards. New buildings with enclosed
interior courtyards shall have a straight/direct access corridor and/or stairway
from the exterior to the courtyard at a location acceptable to the fire code official.
If a stairway is used it shall comply with International Fire Code Section 1011 and

10
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470 a corridor shall comply with International Fire Code Section 1020. The access
471 shall have a minimum width of 4 feet (or as directed by the fire code official) and
472 shall be large enough to carry a 35-foot-long sectional ladder (minimum folded
473 length 20 feet) directly from the exterior to the courtyard without obstructions. The
474 access door shall be marked at the street as “Direct access to courtyard”.

475

476 | C. Fire Protection Water Supplies — Fire Hydrant Systems, Where Required. Section 507 of
477 | the International Fire Code entitled “Fire Protection Water Supplies” is amended by substituting
478 | subsection 507.5.1 with the following:

479

480 507.5.1 Where required. Where a portion of the facility or building hereafter
481 constructed or moved into or within the jurisdiction is more than 150 feet from a
482 hydrant on a fire apparatus access road, as measured by an approved route
483 around the exterior of the facility or building, on-site fire hydrants and mains shall
484 be provided where required by the fire code official.

485

486 Exceptions:

487 1. For Group R-3 and Group U occupancies, the distance requirement
488 shall be 300 feet (91.5 m).

489 2. For Group R-3 and Group U occupancies equipped throughout with
490 an approved automatic sprinkler system installed in accordance with
491 Section 903.3.1.1, 903.3.1.2, the distance requirements shall be 600
4021 feet (183 m)

493

494 | D. Fire Command Center— Separations and Penetrations. Section 508 of the International Fire
495 | Code entitled “Fire Command Center” is amended by substituting subsection 508.1.2 with the

496 | following:

497

498 508.1.2 Separation and penetrations. Fire command center shall be separated
499 | from the remainder of the building by not less than a 2-hr. fire barrier constructed
500§ in accordance with section 707 of the International Building Code (IBC) or
501¢ horizontal assembly constructed in accordance with section 711 if the IBC, or
502 both.

503

504 Penetrations into and openings through a fire command center are prohibited
505 except for required exit doors, equipment, and ductwork necessary for heating,
506 cooling or ventilation, sprinkler branch line piping, electrical raceway for fire
507 department communication and control and electrical raceway serving the fire
508 command center or being controlled from the fire command center. Such
509 penetrations shall be protected in accordance with International Building Code
510 Section 714.

511

512 Exception: Metallic piping, with no joints or openings within the fire
513 command center, is allowed if penetrations are protected in accordance
514 with Section 714.

515

516 | E. Emergency Responder Radio Coverage. Section 510 of the International Fire Code entitled
517 | “Emergency Responder Radio Coverage” is amended by substituting Section 510 with the
518} following:

519

11
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510.1 Emergency responder radio coverage in new buildings. Approved radio
coverage for emergency responders shall be provided within buildings that meet
any one of the following conditions:

High rise buildings;

The total building area is 50,000 square feet or more;

The total basement area is 10,000 square feet or more;

There are floors used for human occupancy more than 30 feet below the
finished floor of the lowest level of exit discharge; or

Buildings or structures where the Fire or Police Chief determines that in-
building radio coverage is critical because of its unique design, location,
use or occupancy.

o rop=

The radio coverage system shall be installed in accordance with Sections 510.4
through 510.5.5 of this code and with provisions of NFPA 1221 (2019). This
section shall not require improvement of the existing public safety communication
systems.

Exceptions:

1. Buildings and areas of buildings that have minimum radio coverage signal
strength levels of the King County Regional 800 MHz Radio System within
the building in accordance with Section 510.4.1 without the use of a radio
coverage system

Point of Information
When determining if the minimum signal strength referenced
at Section 510.4.1.1 exists at a subject building, the signal
strength shall be measured at any point on the exterior of the
building up to the highest point on the roof.

2. In facilities where emergency responder radio coverage is required and
such systems, components or equipment required could have a negative
impact on the normal operations of that facility, the fire code official shall
have the authority to accept an automatically activated emergency
responder radio coverage system.

3. One- and two-family dwellings and townhouses.

4. Subject to the approval of the fire code official, buildings other than high-
rise buildings, colleges, universities, and buildings primarily occupied by
Group E or | occupancies that have completed a Mobile Emergency
Responder Radio Coverage application and submitted payment as
outlined in the application.

510.1.1 Occupancy. It shall be unlawful to occupy any portion of a building or
structure until Emergency Responder Radio Coverage have been tested and approved
in accordance with the provisions of Section 510.
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Section 4. KMC 21.20.080 is amended to read as follows:

21.20.080 Amendments to the International Fire Code — Chapter 6, Building Services
: and Systems.

The following local amendments to Chapter 6 of the International Fire Code, entitled “Building
Services and Systems,” including all amendments enacted by the state of Washington, are
hereby adopted and incorporated into the International Fire Code as follows:

A. Building Services and Systems — Definitions. Section 602 of the International Fire Code
entitled “Definitions” is amended by adding the following definition:

Power Tap. A listed device for indoor use consisting of an attachment plug on
one end of a flexible cord and two or more receptacles on the opposite end and
has overcurrent protection.

B. Electrical Equipment, Wiring and Hazards — Muitiplug adapters. Section 603 of the
International Fire Code entitled “Electrical Equipment, Wiring and Hazards” is amended by
adding a new subsection 604-4-603.11 as follows:

603-5-4603.11 Multiplug adapters. Multiplug adapters, such as cube adapters,
unfused plug strips or any other device not complying with the electrical code as
adopted by the City of Kirkland shall be prohibited.

C. Elevator Operation Maintenance and Fire Service Keys — Elevator Maintenance. Section
604 of the International Fire Code entitled “Elevator Operation Maintenance and Fire Service
Keys” is amended by adding the following new subsection 604.8:

604.8 Duty of building operators to repair elevator and give notice. Any owner or
lessor of the entirety of a building subject to this chapter, or any agent thereof with
the responsibility for managing such building (hereafter "building operator”) shall
ensure that the elevator(s) are accessible, usable and in good working order at
all times.

604.8.1 Communication. Whenever an elevator is out of service, the building
operator shall provide notice to all occupants in the building via text, e-mail, or
phone call as well as a written notice posted on or adjacent to the elevator on
each floor. The notice shall contain at least the following information:

1. The anticipated date and time that elevator service will resume;
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2. Accommodations available for occupants that are dependent on elevator;
and

3. Contact information if occupants have any questions.

Exception: Non-residential buildings may limit the notice to a written notice
posted with the above information on or adjacent to the elevator on each floor.

604.8.2 Residential Buildings Served by a Single Elevator Level of Service.
Residential Bbuildings served by a single elevator shall maintain a full-service
maintenance contract with a Washington State Licensed Elevator Company that
provides the industries’ highest-level service.

604.8.3 Accommodations for Residential Buildings Served by a Single Elevator.
Residential buildings served by a single elevator shall maintain a plan to address
out-of-service conditions for mobility impaired occupants at no cost to the
occupant. Such plan shall include at least the following elements:

1. Transportation in and out of the building. Building operators shall maintain
a list of companies qualified to transport mobility impaired individuals in
and out of the building up to once per day at no expense to the individual
when elevator is out-of-service for up to 24 hours.

2. Alternate housing. When the elevator is out-of-service for longer than 72
hours, the building operator shall provide upon request alternative housing
for any person residing in the building who needs to use the elevator to
gain access or egress to or from his or her unit as a result of such person’s
physical disability, medical condition, infirmity, iliness or other disability.
Alternate housing is not required if such resident's disability does not
prevent him or her from gaining access to or from his or her unit via
available stairs. Such alternative housing shall be decent, safe, sanitary
and provide reasonable accommodation for the person’s disability. Any
alternate housing shall be provided at the building operator's expense.
The duty to provide alternative housing shall not arise if the building
operator is prevented from repairing the elevator within seventy-two hours
or any time thereafter due to a natural disaster or an act of God.

604.8.4 Failure to timely repair--Civil remedies. Where the failure to timely repair
an elevator or to provide alternative housing, as required by Section 604.8 results
in any person residing in the building having substantially restricted access to or
egress from his or her unit because of such person’s impaired ability to climb
stairs as a result of such person’s physical disability, medical condition, infirmity,
illness or other similar circumstance, the person whose access to or egress from
such building has been substantially restricted as set forth in this subsection and
may request the City of Kirkland initiate a code compliance investigation. If upon
investigation the City of Kirkland determines a building operator has violated a
provision of KMC 21.20.080(C) it may issue a civil violation pursuant to KMC
Chapter 1.12 and also pursue such other legal remedies as may be appropriate.

604.8.5 Prohibition on retaliation and discrimination in renting.
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A. No landlord or building operator may bring or threaten to bring an action
to recover possession, cause a tenant to quit the unit involuntarily, serve
any notice to quit or notice of termination of tenancy, decrease any
services or increase the rent where the landlord’s intention is retaliation
against the tenant for the tenant'’s assertion or exercise of rights under this
chapter by reason of their disability. Such retaliation shall be a defense to
an action to recover possession, or it may serve as a basis for an
affirmative suit by the tenant for actual and punitive damages and
injunctive relief as may be available through the Human Rights
Commission pursuant to RCW 49.60.

B. It shall be illegal for any landlord to refuse to rent to any persons on the
grounds that they may assert their rights under this chapter because they
require an elevator for access to or egress from the building. Any such
claim may be made to the Human Rights Commission pursuant to RCW
49.60.

604.8.6 Remedies cumulative. The remedies provided by this chapter are in
addition to all other remedies available to any party with respect to ensuring
accessibility and usability of elevators.

Section 5. KMC 21.20.090 is amended to read as follows:

21.20.090 Amendments to the International Fire Code — Chapter 9, Fire Protection
and Life Safety Systems.

The following local amendments to Chapter 9 of the International Fire Code, entitled “Fire
Protection and Life Safety Systems,” including all amendments enacted by the state of
Washington, are hereby adopted and incorporated into the International Fire Code as follows:

A. General Fire Areas. Section 901 of the International Fire Code entitled “General” is amended
by substituting subsection 901.4.4 with the following:

901.4.4 Fire areas. Where buildings, or portions thereof, are divided into fire areas
so as not to exceed the limits established requiring a fire protection system in
accordance with this chapter, fire barriers, fire partitions, and fire walls of any type
do not constitute separate buildings or fire areas.

B. Automatic Sprinkler Systems — Where Required. Section 903 of the International Fire Code
entitled “Automatic Sprinkler Systems” is amended by substituting subsection 903.2 with the
following:

903.2 Where required. Approved automatic sprinkler systems in new buildings
and structures shall be provided in the locations described in Sections 803.2.1
through 903.2.12 and as required in Chapter 21.33 KMC Fire-Extinguishing
Systems.
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1098 | C. Automatic Sprinkler Systems — Specific Buildings Areas and Hazards. Section 903 of the
1099 International Fire Code entitled “Automatic Sprinkler Systems” is amended by substituting
1100 | subsection 903.2.11 with the following:
1101
1102 903.2.11 All occupancies. In all occupancies other than Group U, an automatic
1103 sprinkler system shall be installed for building design or hazards in the locations
1104 set forth in Section 903.2.11.1 through 903.2.11.8.
1105
1106 903.2.11.1 Stories and basements without openings. An automatic sprinkler
1107 system shall be installed throughout all stories, including basements, of all
1108 buildings where the floor area exceeds 1,500 square feet (139.4 m2) and where
1109 there is not provided at least one of the following types of exterior wall openings:
1110 :
1111 1. Openings below grade that lead directly to ground level by an exterior stairway
1112 complying with Section 1011 or an outside ramp complying with Section 1012.
1113 Openings shall be located in each 50 linear feet (15,240 mm), or fraction
1114 thereof, of exterior wall in the story on not fewer than one side. The required
1115 openings shall be distributed such that the lineal distance between adjacent
1116 openings does not exceed 50 feet (15,240 mm).
1117
1118 2. Openings entirely above the adjoining ground level totaling not less than 20
1119~ square feet (1.86 m2) in each 50 linear feet (15,240 mm), or fraction thereof,
1120 of exterior wall in the story on not fewer than one side. The required openings
1121 shall be distributed such that the lineal distance between adjacent openings
1122 does not exceed 50 feet (15,240 mm). The height of the bottom of the clear
1123 opening shall not exceed 44 inches (1,118 mm) measured from the floor.
1124
1125 903.2.11.1.1 Opening dimensions and access. Openings shall have a minimum
1126 dimension of not less than 30 inches (762 mm). Access to such openings shall be
1127 provided for the fire department from the exterior and shall not be obstructed in a
1128 manner that firefighting or rescue cannot be accomplished from the exterior.
1129
1130 903.2.11.1.2 Openings on one side only. Where openings in a story are provided
1131 on only one side and the opposite wall of such story is more than 75 feet (22,860
1132 mm) from such openings, the story shall be equipped throughout with an
1133 approved automatic sprinkler system or openings as specified above shall be
1134 provided on at least two sides of the story.
1135
1136 903.2.11.1.3 Basements. Where any portion of a basement is located more than
1137 75 feet (22,860 mm) from openings required by Section 903.2.11.1, or where new
1138 walls, partitions or other obstructions are installed that increase the exit access
1139 travel distance to more than 75 feet, the basement shall be equipped throughout
1140 with an approved automatic sprinkler system.
1141
1142 903.2.11.2 Rubbish and linen chutes. An automatic sprinkler system shall be
1143 installed at the top of rubbish and linen chutes and in their terminal rooms. Chutes
1144 shall have additional sprinkler heads installed at alternate floors and at the lowest
1145 intake. Where a rubbish chute extends through a building more than one floor
1146 below the lowest intake, the extension shall have sprinklers installed that are
1147 recessed from the drop area of the chute and protected from freezing in
1148 accordance with Section 803.3.1.1. Such sprinklers shall be installed at alternate
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1149 floors beginning with the second level below the last intake and ending with the
1150 floor above the discharge. Access to sprinklers in chutes shall be provided for
1151 servicing.
1152
1163 903.2.11.3 Buildings 55 feet or more in height. An automatic sprinkler system shall
1154 be installed throughout buildings with a floor level having an occupant load of 30
1155 or more that is located 55 feet (16,764 mm) or more above the lowest level of fire
1156 department vehicle access.
1157
1158 903.2.11.4 Ducts conveying hazardous exhausts. Where required by the
1159 International Mechanical Code, automatic sprinklers shall be provided in ducts
1160 conveying hazardous exhaust, flammable or combustible materials.
1161
1162 Exception: Ducts where the largest cross-sectional diameter of the duct is
1163 less than 10 inches (254 mm).
1164
1165 903.2.11.5 Commercial cooking operations. An automatic sprinkler system shall
1166 be installed in a commercial kitchen exhaust hood and duct system where an
1167 automatic sprinkler system is used to comply with Section 904.
1168
1169 903.2.11.6 Other required suppression systems. In addition to the requirements
1170 of Section 903.2, the provisions indicated in Table 903.2.11.6 also require the
1171 installation of a fire suppression system for certain buildings and areas.
1172
1173 903.2.11.7 Relocatable buildings within buildings. Relocatable buildings or
1174 structures located within a building with an approved fire sprinkler system shall be
1175 provided with fire sprinkler protection within the occupiable space of the building
1176 and the space underneath the relocatable building.
1177
1178 Exceptions:
1179 1. Sprinkler protection is not required underneath the building when the
1180 space is separated from the adjacent space by construction resisting the
1181 passage of smoke and heat and combustible storage will not be located
1182 there.
1183
1184 2. If the building or structure does not have a roof or ceiling obstructing the
1185 overhead sprinklers.
1186
1187 3 Construction trailers and temporary offices used during new building
1188 construction prior to occupancy.
1189
1180 4. Movable shopping mall kiosks with a roof or canopy dimension of less
1191 than 4 feet (1219 mm) on the smallest side.
1192
1193 903.2.11.8 Exterior projections. Where sprinklers are required throughout a
1194 Group A occupancy, sprinklers shall be installed under exterior projections
1195 greater that 2 ft (600 mm) wide over areas where combustibles are stored or
1196 where outdoor dining occurs.
1197
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D. Automatic Sprinkler Systems — Installation Requirements. Section 903 of the International
Fire Code entitled “Automatic Sprinkler Systems” is amended by substituting subsection 803.3
with the following:

8033 |nstallation requirements. Automatic sprinkler systems shall be designed
and installed in accordance with Sections 803.3.1 through 903.3.9.

E. Installation Requirements — NFPA 13 Sprinkler Systems. Section 903.3.1 of the
International Fire Code entitled “Installation Requirements” is amended by substituting
subsection 903.3.1.1 with the following:

903.3.1.1 NFPA 13 sprinkler systems. Where the provisions of this code require
that a building or portion thereof be equipped throughout with an automatic
sprinkler system in accordance with this section, sprinklers shall be installed
throughout in accordance with NFPA 13 except as provided in Section
903.3.1.1.1, and 903.3.1.1.3

903.3.1.1.1 Exempt locations. Automatic sprinklers shall not be required in the
following rooms or areas where such rooms or areas are protected with an
approved automatic fire detection system in accordance with Section 907.2 that
will respond to visible or invisible particles of combustion. Sprinklers shall not be
omitted from a room merely because it is damp, of fire-resistance-rated
construction, or contains electrical equipment.

1. A room where the application of water, or flame and water, constitutes a

serious life or fire hazard, when approved by the fire code official.

Any room or space where sprinklers are considered undesirable because of

the nature of the contents, when approved by the fire code official.

In rooms or areas that are of noncombustible construction with wholly

noncombustible contents.

Fire service access elevator machine rooms and machinery spaces.

Machine rooms and machinery spaces associated with evacuation elevators

and are designed in accordance with Section 3008 of the International

Building Code.

6. Elevator machine rooms, elevator machinery spaces, control spaces, or
hoistways of traction elevators that comply with NFPA 13 (2019) Section
9.3.6.3.

ok 0 DN

903.3.1.1.2 Bathrooms. In Group R occupancies, sprinklers shall not be required
in bathrooms that do not exceed 55 square feet (5 m2) in area and are located
within individual dwelling units or sleeping units, provided that walls and ceilings,
including the walls and ceilings behind a shower enclosure or tub, are of
noncombustible or limited-combustible materials with a 15-minute thermal barrier
rating.

903.3.1.1.3 Seismic Coefficient. The coefficient Cp for seismic bracing design

calculations in accordance with NFPA 13 shall either use a value of 0.70 or shall
use a value based on site specific USGS data.
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F. Installation Requirements — NFPA 13R Sprinkler Systems. Section 903.3.1 of the
International Fire Code entitled “Installation Requirements® is amended by substituting
subsection 903.3.1.2 with the following:

903.3.1.2 NFPA 13R sprinkler systems. Automatic sprinkler systems in Group R
occupancies up to and including four stories shall be permitted to be installed
throughout in accordance with NFPA 13R.

Buildings designed in accordance with Washington Administrative Code 51-50-
0504, 51-50-0510, 06510 or Seetion—540-4 Section 504.4.1 of the Washington

State Building Code International-Building-Code shall be designed in accordance
with NFPA 13 throughout.

Section 6. KMC 21.20.100 is amended to read as follows:

21.20.100 Amendments to the International Fire Code — Chapter 10, Means of
Egress.

The following local amendments to Chapter 10 of the International Fire Code, entitled “Fire
Protection and Life Safety Systems,” including all amendments enacted by the state of
Washington, are hereby adopted and incorporated into the International Fire Cede as follows:

A. Means of Egress Illumination — Duration. Section 1008 of the International Fire Code
entitled “Means of Egress lllumination” is amended by substituting subsection 1008.3.4 with
the following:

1008.3.4 Duration. The emergency power system shall provide power for a
duration of not less than 90 minutes, or such time as stipulated by International
Building Code Section 2702 and Table 2702 when applicable for high-rise or
underground buildings, and shall consist of storage batteries, unit equipment or
an on-site generator. The installation of the emergency power system shall be in
accordance with International Building Code Section 2702.

B. Two-Way Communication Systems — System Requirements. Section 1009.8 of the
International Fire Code entitled “Two-Way Communication Systems® is amended by
substituting subsection 1009.8.1 with the following:

1009.8.1 System requirements. Two-way communication systems shall provide
communication between each required location and the fire command center or
a central control point location approved by the fire department. Where the central
control point is not a constantly attended location, athe two-way communication
system shall have a timed automatic telephone dial-out capability te-a-menitering
location. that provides two-way communication with an approved supervising
station or 9-1-1. The two-way communication system shall include both audible
and visible signals. The two-way communication system shall have a battery
backup or an approved alternate source of power that is capable of a duration of
operation in accordance with International Building Code Section 2702 and Table
2702 upon failure of the normal power source.
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C. Doors, Gates and Turnstiles — Thresholds. Section 1010 of the International Fire Code
entitled “Doors, Gates and Turnstiles” is amended by substituting subsection 1010.1.6 with the
following:

1010.1.6 Thresholds. Thresholds at doorways shall not exceed 3/4 inch (19.1
mm) in height above the finished floor or landing for sliding doors serving dwelling
units or 1/2 inch (12.7 mm) above the finished floor or landing for other doors.
Raised thresholds and floor level changes greater than 1/4 inch (6.4 mm) at
doorways shall be beveled with a slope not greater than one-unit vertical in two
units horizontal (50-percent slope).

Exceptions:

1. In occupancy Group R-2 or R-3, threshold heights for sliding and side-
hinged exterior doors shall be permitted to be up to 7 3/4 inches (197 mm)
in height if all of the following apply:

1.1. The door is not part of the required means of egress.
1.2. The door is not part of an accessible route as required by Chapter 11.
1.3. The door is not part of an Accessible unit, Type A unit or Type B unit.

2. In Type B units, where Exception 5 to Section 1010.1.4 permits a 4-inch (102
mm) elevation change at the door, the threshold height on the exterior side of the
door shall not exceed 4 3/4 inches (120 mm) in height above the exterior deck,
patio or balcony for sliding doors or 4 1/2 inches (114 mm) above the exterior
deck, patio or balcony for other doors.

3. Thresholds at doors serving non-occupiable transformer rooms where
emergency containment of oil and sprinkler water is required.

D. Horizontal Exits — Fire Alarm and Sprinkler Zones. Section 1026 of the International Fire
Code entitled “Horizontal Exits” is amended by adding the following new subsection 1026.6:

1026.6 Fire Alarm and Sprinkler Zones. When fire walls and/or horizontal exits
are provided the fire alarm and sprinkler systems shall be zoned to coincide with
the horizontal exits.

Exception: Sprinkler zoning is not required in existing construction if fire

alarm initiating devices provide the same level of occupant notification that
a zoned sprinkler system would provide.

Section 7. KMC 21.33.040, entitled “Automatic fire-extinguishing systems,” is amended
to read as follows is amended to read as follows:
21.33.040 Automatic fire-extinguishing systems.
a) Where Required. An automatic fire-extinguishing system shall be installed in all structures

as set forth in this section and as described in Chapter 9 of the currently adopted editions
of both the International Fire Code and the International Building Code as amended and
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adopted by the state of Washington. For the purposes of this section, fire barriers and fire
walls of any type do not constitute separate buildings.

b) All Occupancies. An automatic sprinkler system shall be installed in the following buildings
or structures:

1.

In all newly constructed buildings and existing buildings with Level 2 or Level 3
alteration or change of occupancy with a gross floor area of five thousand or greater

square feet, regardless of type or use, as well as zero lot line townhouses with an
aggregate area of all connected townhouses five thousand square feet or greater;

When it is determined by the fire-chief fire code official that access for fire department
or fire flow is not adequate;

In Group E occupancies as required by WAC 51-50-0903;

All buildings or structures supported by piers or piling which extend over water.
Exception: Any one-story structure used solely for the moorage of boats or
having Type | F.R. or Il F.R. construction throughout need not have a sprinkler
system installed unless otherwise required by other provisions of this chapter;

Other buildings and/or structures as specified in rules promulgated by the fire

department.

Section 8. If any provision of this ordinance or its application to any person or

circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of the ordinance or the application of the provision
to other persons or circumstances is not affected.

Section 9. This ordinance shall be in force and effect five days from and after its

passage by the Kirkland City Council and publication as required by law, which can be in the
summary form attached to the original of this ordinance and by this reference approved by the
City Council.

Passed by majority vote of the Kirkland City Council in open meeting this 6th day of

May, 2025.

Attest:

Signed in authentication thereof this 6th day of May, 2025.

KellY Cuttis; Mayor

Q/\/\/\ OUZQ/&A_

Elizabeth Adkisson, Acting City Clerk

Publication Date: May 12, 2025
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APE;::S to Form:
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Dareéy Eilers, City Attorney
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PUBLICATION SUMMARY
OF ORDINANCE NO. 0-4899

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF KIRKLAND RELATING TO THE
INTERNATIONAL FIRE CODE AND AMENDING CHAPTER 21.20 AND
CHAPTER 21.33 OF THE KIRKLAND MUNICIPAL CODE.

SECTIONS 1 —6. Amends chapter 21.20 of the Kirkland Municipal Code (KMC)
related to the International Fire Code.

SECTION 7. Amends KMC 21.33.040 related to automatic fire-extinguishing
systems.

SECTION 8. Provides a severability clause for the ordinance.

SECTION 9. Authorizes publication of the ordinance by summary and establishes the
effective date as five days after publication of this summary.

The full text of this Ordinance will be mailed without charge to any person upon request
made to the City Clerk for the City of Kirkland. The Ordinance was passed by the Kirkland City
Council at its meeting on the 6th day of May, 2025.

| certify that the foregoing is a summary of Ordinance O-4899 approved by the Kirkland

City Council for summary publication. Q
AN C\ ()Q A\

Elizabeth Adkisson, Acting City Clerk




