
ORDINANCE N O . 3 2 1 1 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KIRKLAND 
RELATING TO ANIMAL CONTROL. 

Be it o r d a i n e d by t h e City C o u n c i l o f t h e C i t y o f 
Kirkland as follows: 

, S e c t i o n 1: There i s hereby c r e a t e d a new Chapter t o 
be known as Chapter 8.05. Dangerous Dogs, and t o read as 
f o l l ows : 

C h a p t e r 8.05 DANGEROUS DOGS 

.. 

8i05.010 Purpose. The Council f i n d s t h a t 
c e r t a i n dogs are a t h r e a t t o t h e safety and 
welfare o f - c i t i z e n s by v i r t u e o f thei; 
u n p r e d i c t a b i l i t y o r e;ceptional p o t e n t i a l t o 
i n f l i c t severe i n j u r y . Some o f t h e s e r i s k s a r e 
a t t r i b u t a b l e t o t h e f a i l u r e o f owners t o confine 
o r properly control such dogs o r t o 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s o f p a r t i c u l a r dogs. The Council 
believes that t h i s Chapter i s necessary t o 
b e t t e r address t h i s s i t u a t i o n as t h e p o t e n t i a l 
f o r harm outweighs t h e burden o f added 
requirements on owners. The purpose o f t h i s 
Chapter i s t o provide f o r , and promote t h e 
health, safety, and w e l f a r e o f t h e general 
p u b l i c , and not t o c r e a t e o r o t h e r w i s e e s t a b l i s h 
o r designate any p a r t i c u l a r class o r group o f 
persons who w i l l o r s h o u l d be e s p e c i a l l y 
protected o r benefited by t h e terms o f these 
p r o v i s i o n s . T h i s Chapter supplements and amends 
Chapter 8.04. Should t h e r e be any c o n f l i c t 
between t h e provisions o f t h i s Chapter and o t h e r 
p o r t i o n s o f t h i s Code, t h e p r o v i s i o n s o f t h i s 
Chapter s h a l l p r e v a i l . Where t h e r e i s no such 
c o n f l i c t , provisions such as those o f Chapter 
8.04 w i l l be used f o r i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f t h i s 
Chapter. 

8 i 0 5 . 0 2 0 ~ D e f i n i t i o n s . S e c t i o n 8.04.020 i s 
amended and supplemented by t h e a d d i t i o n o f t h e 
following definitions: 

"Dangerous Dog" means: 1 ) any dog w i t h a 
known p r o p e n s i t y , tendency, o r d i s p o s i t i o n t o 
attack unprovoked, t o cause i n j u r y t o , o r t o 
o t h e r w i s e endanger t h e s a f e t y o f humans o r o t h e r 
domestic animals; o r 2). a p i t b u l l .



" P i t b u l l " i s any dog known by t h e owner t o 
be at least p a r t i a l l y o f t h e breed American P i t 
Bull Terrier, Staffordshire Rull Terrier, or 
American Staffordshire Terrier, o r a dog 
declared by t h e City t o be a Pit Bull, a f t e r 
opportunity f o r a hearing. 

"Residence." For t h e purposes o f t h i s 
Chapter, residence includes t h e premises 
controlled by a dog’s keeper, including a 
d w e l l i n g u n i t o r business, so l o n g as t h e area 
at issue i s not a place t o which the public i s 
g e n e r a l l y i n v i t e d , n o r a common area o f a 
condominium o r multi-family residential 
property. 

8.05.030 C r i m i n a l Penalty. It i s u n l a w f u l 
t o keep, h a r b o r , own o r i n any way possess a 
dangerous dog w i t h i n t h e C i t y o f Kirkland, 
except as permitted pursuant t o t h i s ordinance. 

(5) 8.05iO40.Keeping Dangerous Dog.Without 
V a l i d L i c e n s e . Every p e r s o n who s h a l l keep a 
dangerous dog without being val i d l y 1icensed t o 
do so by t h e C i t y o f K i r k l a n d i s g u i l t y o f a 
serious crime. 

A person may be l i c e n s e d a n n u a l l y t o keep a 
dangerous dog i f he o r she complies w i t h a l l of 
t h e f o l 1owing requi rement s : 

(a) Such person i s a t l e a s t 18 
years o f age and w i l l r e g u l a r l y r e s i d e 
at t h e residence at which the 
dangerous dog i s kept. 

( b ) Such person presents p r o o f 
t h a t he o r she has a t l e a s t 
$100,000.00 l i a b i l i t y i n s u r a n c e 
c o v e r i n g any damage o r i n j u r y which 
may be caused by an animal he o r she 
owns, and m a i n t a i n s such insurance. 

( c ) Such person has and w i l l 
m a i n t a i n t h e means by which t o c o n f i n e 
any dangerous dog i n a secure 
enclosure as provided herein. 

( d ) Such person s h a l l d i s p l a y a 
sign on t h e premises s t a t i n g 
"Dangerous DogN. This s i g n s h a l l be



v i s i b l e and capable o f b e i n g read from 
any public street o r sidewalk. 

( e ) Such person complies w i t h 
the requirements f o r keeping a 
dangerous dog as provided i n t h i s 
ordinance. 

( f ) A person’s request t o be 
l i c e n s e d t o keep a dangerous dog may 
be denied i f t h e C i t y has reasonable 
cause t o be1 i e v e t h a t such person may 
not keep a dangerous dog i n compliance 
with the provisions o f t h i s ordinance, 
such as because a dangerous dog has 
previously not been confined i n a 
securely enclosed pen. 

P . 
(S) 8.05.050 F a i l u r e t o Confine Dangerous 
A keeper o f a dangerous dog i s g u i l t y o f 

a i l u r e t o confine a danqerous doq i f t h e k e e ~ e r 
f a i l s t o insure t h a t such dog i s confined i n 
accordance with t h i s section. I n addition, 
e v e r y person who causes a v i o l a t i o n o f t h e 
following confinement requirements i s g u i l t y o f 
f a i l u r e t o confine a dangerous dog. 

(a) Confinement on Premises. 
The keeper o f a dangerous dog s h a l l 
securely confine such dog indoors o r 
i n a s e c u r e l y enclosed and l o c k e d 
kennel, pen o r enclosed area. Such 
s t r u c t u r e s h a l l have secure s i d e s and 
a secure top attached t o t h e sides, 
and a secure bottom o r f l o o r attached 
t o the sides unless the sides are 
embedded i n t h e ground t o a d e p t h o f 
a t 1east two f e e t . Such s t r u c t u r e 
s h a l l be locked w i t h a key o r 
c o m b i n a t i o n l o c k when occupied by a 
dangerous dog. When a dangerous dog 
i s indoors, it shall be i n a part of a 
house o r structure which w i l l not 
a l l o w t h e dog t o e x i t on i t s own 
v o l i t i o n , such as where t h e windows 
a r e open o r where screen windows o r 
screen doors are the only obstacle 
prevent,ing,,the dog from e x i t ing,,the 
structure.



( b ) Confinement by Leash and 
Muzzle. No person s h a l l p e r m i t a 
dangerous dog t o go outside o f t h e 
premises o f t h e licensed keeper unless 
t h e dangerous dog i s securely leashed 
w i t h a t e t h e r o f no more than f o u r 
f e e t , having a minimum t e n s i l e 
s t r e n g t h o f 300 pounds, and c o n t r o l 1ed 
by a person physically capable o f 
r e s t r i c t i n g t h e dangerous dog’s 
movements t o a r a d i u s o f no more t h a n 
t h r e e f e e t from such person. Such 
dogs s h a l l not be leashed t o inanimate 
o b j e c t s such as t r e e s o r poles. I n 
addition, a l l dangerous dogs shall be 
muzzled by a muzzling device 
s u f f i c i e n t t o prevent such dog from 
b i t i n g persons o r other animals at a l l 
t i m e s when t h e y a r e o f f t h e premises 
o f the licensed keeper. 

8 ; 0 5 . 0 6 0 S t e r i l i z a t i o n . No person s h a l l 
keep a dangerous dog over t h e age o f s i x months 
at t h e i r premises unless such dog has been 
spayed o r neutered and t h e City has been 
provided a ,copy o f a v e t e r i n a r i a n ’ s 
c e r t i f i c a t i o n as t o t h e s t e r i l i z a t i o n . For t h e 
purposes o f t h i s section only, "dangerous dog" 

"! shall include only those it bulls" which also 
come w i t h i n subparagraph 1 o f t h e "dangerous 
dog" d e f i n i t i o n i n S e c t i o n 8.04.020. 

8.05.070 V a c c i n a t i o n . No person s h a l l keep 
a danqerous doq at t h e i r premises unless such 
doq has been vaccinated abainst rabies w i t h i n 
t h e l a s t t h r e e years and t h e City has been 
provided a copy o f a veterinarian’s 
certification of rabies vaccination. 

8.05.080 Revocation o f License. I f t h e 
licensed keeper f a i l s t o comply w i t h any 
provision o f t h i s chapter o r dangerous dogs kept 
at t h e premises o f t h e licensed keeper are not 
controlled i n accordance with t h e provisions o f 
t h i s chapter, then t h e license o f t h e keeper i s 
subject t o suspension o r permanent revocation. 

8.05;090- impoundment. A dangerous dog may 
be seized i f it i s not being c o n t r o l l e d as 
provided i n t h i s chapter. I n addition, any 
dangerous dog which i s not being kept by a



v a l i d l y l i c e n s e d keeper may be s e i z e d . I f a f t e r 
no fewer t h a n two days f o l l o w i n g t h e s e i z u r e no 

person p e t i t i o n s f o r release o f t h e dangerous 
dog, such dog may be humanely d e s t r o y e d . An 
owner, agent o f an owner o r keeper o f a 
dangerous dog may p e t i t i o n f o r t h e r e l e a s e o f 
such dog. A dangerous dog whose r e l e a s e has 
been sought by p e t i t i o n may o n l y b e humanely 
d e s t r o y e d a f t e r o p p o r t u n i t y f o r a h e a r i n g . The 
dangerous dog may b e r e l e a s e d t o a p e r s o n 
v a l i d l y licensed t o keep dangerous dogs a f t e r 
any costs incurred i n conjunction w i t h t h e 
s e i z u r e o r impoundment have been p a i d i n f u l l . 
A dangerous dog may be r e l e a s e d t o a p e r s o n who 
demonstrates his o r her a b i l i t y t o protect t h e 
p u b l i c w h i l e t r a n s p o r t i n g such dog out o f t h e 
City o f K i r k l a n d once a l l costs have been paid. 
A dog t h a t was t o be t r a n s p o r t e d o u t o f K i r k l a n d 
w i l l be s u b j e c t t o immediate humane d e s t r u c t i o n 
i f such dog i s again found i n t h e City o f 
K i r k l a n d more t h a n one hour a f t e r t h e release. 

8.05.100 S t r i c t L i a b i l i t y . I f any 
dangerous dog shall cause i n j u r y t o a person o r 
domestic animal o r damage t o p r o p e r t y , 
r e g a r d l e s s whether t h e dog was on o r o f f t h e 
premises o f t h e owner, o r on o r o f f a leash, o r 
whether t h e dangerous dog escaped without t h e 
f a u l t o f t h e owner, t h e owner s h a l l be l i a b l e t o 
t h e person aggrieved t h e r e b y f o r a l l damages 
sustained, t o be recovered i n a c i v i l action, 
e x c e p t t h a t t h e owner may r a i s e a d e f e n s e o f 
reasonable protect ion o f property or persons. 
It s h a l l be presumed as a m a t t e r o f law, t h a t 
t h e owning o r keeping o f a dangerous dog i n 
v i o l a t i o n o f t h i s chapter i s a nuisance. 

8.05.110 Other Remedies. Nothing i n t h i s 
Chapter l i m i t s t h e right o f t h e City o r private 
persons t o pursue other lawful criminal, c i v i l , 

o r equitable remedies t o abate, discontinue, o r 
correct violations o f t h i s Chapter or other 
r i s k s posed by dogs. 

Nothing i n t h i s ordinance i s intended t o 
create a cause o f action o r claim against t h e 
City o r i t s o f f i c i a l s o r employees running t o 
s p e c i f i c i n d i v i d u a l s . Any d u t y c r e a t e d h e r e i n 
i s intended t o be a general duty running i n 
favor of the public citizenry.



Section-2. If any provision o f t h i s ordinance o r i t s 
a p p l i c a t i o n t o any person o r circumstance i s held i n v a l i d , 
t h e remainder o f the ordinance or the application o f t h e 
provision t o other persons or circumstances i s not 
affected. 

Section.3. This ordinance s h a l l be i n f o r c e and 
e f f e c t f i v e days from and a f t e r i t s passage by t h e 
K i r k l and C i t y Council. and pub1i c a t i o n pursuant t o Section 
1.08.017 K i r k l and M u n i c i p a l Code i n summary f o r m a t t a c h e d 
t o t h e o r i g i n a l o f t h i s Ordinance and by t h i s reference 
approved by t h e City Council, as required by law. 

Passed by m a j o r i t y vote o f t h e K i r k l a n d City Council 
i n r e g u l a r , open m e e t i n g t h i s 20th day o f 
March , 1990. 

. Signed i n authent i c a t i 
March 1990. 

ATTEST:



AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KIRKLAND 
RELATING TO ANIMAL CONTROL. 

s e c t i o n - i . Creates a new Chapter 8.05 Dangerous 
Dogs, i n c l u d i n g such p r o v i s i o n s as: a d o p t i o n o f 
d e f i n i t i o n s o f " ’dangerous dog" and " P i t B u l l " ; a d o p t i o n o f 
requirements f o r keeping a dangerous dog such as insurance 
and secure enclosure; and c r e a t i o n o f a d u t y t o keep a 
dangerous dog confined o r leashed and muzzled. 

Section.2. I f any section, subsection, sentence, 
clause, phrase, part or portion o f t h i s ordinance i s f o r 
any reason held t o be i n v a l i d o r unconstitutional by any 
court o f competent j u r i s d i c t i o n , such decision shall not 
affect the validity o f the remaining portions o f t h i s 
ordinance. 

Section.3. Authorizes publ ication o f t h e Ordinance 
by summary, which summary i s approved by t h e C i t y C o u n c i l 
pursuant t o S e c t i o n 1.08.017 K i r k l a n d M u n i c i p a l Code and 
establishes t h e e f f e c t i v e date as f i v e days a f t e r 
publ i c a t i o n o f summary.. 

The f u l l t e x t o f t h i s Ordinance w i l l be mailed 
w i t h o u t charge t o any person upon request made t o t h e City 
C l e r k f o r t h e City o f K i r k l a n d . The Ordinance was passed 
by t h e K i r k l a n d C i t y Council at i t s regular meeting on t h e 

- 20th day of March 1990. 

I c e r t i f y t h a t t h e f o r e g o i n g i s a summary o f 
Ordinance No; 3 2 1 1 approved by t h e K i r k l a n d C i t y 
Council f o r summary publ i c a t i o n .


