
ORDINANCE N O .  3 2 1 1  

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KIRKLAND 
RELATING TO ANIMAL CONTROL. 

Be it orda ined  by t h e  City Counc i l  o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  
K i r k l a n d  as f o l l o w s :  

,Sec t ion  1: There i s  hereby c r e a t e d  a  new Chapter t o  
be known as Chapter 8.05. Dangerous Dogs, and t o  read as 
f o l l  ows : 

C h a p t e r  8.05 DANGEROUS DOGS 
. . 

8i05.010 Purpose. The Counc i l  f i n d s  t h a t  
c e r t a i n  dogs a r e  a  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  s a f e t y  and 
w e l f a r e  o f - c i t i z e n s  by  v i r t u e  o f  thei; 
u n p r e d i c t a b i l i t y  o r  e;ceptional p o t e n t i a l  t o  
i n f l i c t  severe i n j u r y .  Some o f  t h e s e  r i s k s  a r e  
a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  owners t o  c o n f i n e  
o r  p r o p e r l y  c o n t r o l  such dogs o r  t o  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  dogs. The Counc i l  
b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h i s  Chapter i s  necessary  t o  
b e t t e r  address t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  as t h e  p o t e n t i a l  
f o r  harm outweighs t h e  burden o f  added 
requ i rements  on owners. The purpose o f  t h i s  
Chapter i s  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r ,  and promote t h e  
h e a l t h ,  s a f e t y ,  and w e l f a r e  o f  t h e  genera l  
p u b l i c ,  and not  t o  c r e a t e  o r  o t h e r w i s e  e s t a b l i s h  
o r  des igna te  any p a r t i c u l a r  c l a s s  o r  group o f  
persons who w i l l  o r  shou ld  be e s p e c i a l l y  
p r o t e c t e d  o r  b e n e f i t e d  by t h e  t e r m s  o f  t h e s e  
p r o v i s i o n s .  T h i s  Chapter supplements and amends 
Chapter 8.04. Should t h e r e  be any c o n f l i c t  
between t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  Chapter and o t h e r  
p o r t i o n s  o f  t h i s  Code, t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  
Chapter s h a l l  p r e v a i l .  Where t h e r e  i s  no such 
c o n f l i c t ,  p r o v i s i o n s  such as t h o s e  o f  Chapter 
8.04 w i l l  be used f o r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h i s  
Chapter. 

8 i 0 5 . 0 2 0 ~ D e f i n i t i o n s .  S e c t i o n  8.04.020 i s  
amended and supplemented by t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  d e f i n i t i o n s :  

"Dangerous Dog" means: 1 )  any dog w i t h  a  
known p r o p e n s i t y ,  tendency,  o r  d i s p o s i t i o n  t o  
a t t a c k  unprovoked, t o  cause i n j u r y  t o ,  o r  t o  
o t h e r w i s e  endanger t h e  s a f e t y  o f  humans o r  o t h e r  
domest ic  an imals ;  o r  2). a  p i t  b u l l .  



" P i t  b u l l "  i s  any dog known by  t h e  owner t o  
be a t  l e a s t  p a r t i a l l y  o f  t h e  breed American P i t  
B u l l  T e r r i e r ,  S t a f f o r d s h i r e  R u l l  T e r r i e r ,  o r  
American S t a f f o r d s h i r e  T e r r i e r ,  o r  a  dog 
d e c l a r e d  by  t h e  City t o  be a  P i t  B u l l ,  a f t e r  
o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  a  hear ing .  

"Residence." Fo r  t h e  purposes o f  t h i s  
Chapter,  res idence  i n c l u d e s  t h e  premises 
c o n t r o l l e d  by a  d o g ' s  keeper, i n c l u d i n g  a  
d w e l l i n g  u n i t  o r  bus iness ,  so  l o n g  as t h e  area 
a t  i s s u e  i s  not  a  p l a c e  t o  which t h e  p u b l i c  i s  
g e n e r a l l y  i n v i t e d ,  no r  a  common area o f  a  
condominium o r  m u l t i - f a m i l y  r e s i d e n t i a l  
p r o p e r t y .  

8.05.030 C r i m i n a l  Penal ty .  It i s  u n l a w f u l  
t o  keep, ha rbo r ,  own o r  i n  any way possess a  
dangerous dog w i t h i n  t h e  C i t y  o f  K i r k l a n d ,  
except as p e r m i t t e d  pursuant  t o  t h i s  o rd inance .  

( 5 )  8.05iO40.Keeping Dangerous Dog.Without  
V a l i d L i c e n s e .  Every  pe rson  who s h a l l  keep a  
dangerous dog w i t h o u t  b e i n g  v a l  i d l y  1  i censed  t o  
do so by t h e  C i t y  o f  K i r k l a n d  i s  g u i l t y  o f  a  
s e r i o u s  cr ime. 

A person may be l i c e n s e d  a n n u a l l y  t o  keep a  
dangerous dog i f  he o r  she compl ies  w i t h  a l l  o f  
t h e  f o l  1  owing r e q u i  rement s  : 

( a )  Such pe rson  i s  a t  l e a s t  18 
years  o f  age and w i l l  r e g u l a r l y  r e s i d e  
a t  t h e  res idence  a t  which t h e  
dangerous dog i s  kept .  

( b )  Such person p r e s e n t s  p r o o f  
t h a t  he o r  she has a t  l e a s t  
$100,000.00 l i a b i l i t y  i n s u r a n c e  
c o v e r i n g  any damage o r  i n j u r y  wh ich  
may be caused by an animal  he o r  she 
owns, and m a i n t a i n s  such insu rance .  

( c )  Such pe rson  has and w i l l  
m a i n t a i n  t h e  means by which t o  c o n f i n e  
any dangerous dog i n  a  secure 
e n c l o s u r e  as p r o v i d e d  h e r e i n .  

( d )  Such person s h a l l  d i s p l a y  a  
s i g n  on t h e  premises s t a t i n g  
"Dangerous DogN. T h i s  s i g n  s h a l l  be 



v i s i b l e  and capab le  o f  b e i n g  read f r o m  
any p u b l i c  s t r e e t  o r  s idewalk .  

( e )  Such person compl ies  w i t h  
t h e  requ i rements  f o r  keep ing a  
dangerous dog as p r o v i d e d  i n  t h i s  
ord inance.  

( f )  A p e r s o n ' s  request  t o  be 
l i c e n s e d  t o  keep a  dangerous dog may 
be den ied i f  t h e  C i t y  has reasonab le  
cause t o  be1 i e v e  t h a t  such person may 
not  keep a  dangerous dog i n  compl iance 
w i t h  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  o rd inance ,  
such as because a dangerous dog has 
p r e v i o u s l y  not  been c o n f i n e d  i n  a  
s e c u r e l y  enc losed  pen. 

(S)  8.05.050 F a i l u r e  t o  Con f ine  Dangerous 

P . A keeper o f  a  dangerous dog i s  g u i l t y  o f  
a i l u r e  t o  c o n f i n e  a  danqerous doq i f  t h e  k e e ~ e r  

f a i l s  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  such dog i s  c o n f i n e d  i n  
accordance w i t h  t h i s  s e c t i o n .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  
e v e r y  person who causes a  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  conf inement requ i rements  i s  g u i l t y  o f  
f a i l u r e  t o  c o n f i n e  a  dangerous dog. 

( a )  Confinement on Premises. 
The keeper o f  a  dangerous dog s h a l l  
s e c u r e l y  c o n f i n e  such dog i n d o o r s  o r  
i n  a  s e c u r e l y  enc losed and l o c k e d  
kennel ,  pen o r  enc losed area. Such 
s t r u c t u r e  s h a l l  have secure s i d e s  and 
a  secure t o p  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  s ides ,  
and a  secure bot tom o r  f l o o r  a t t a c h e d  
t o  t h e  s i d e s  un less  t h e  s i d e s  a r e  
embedded i n  t h e  ground t o  a  d e p t h  o f  
a t  1  east  two  f e e t .  Such s t  r u c t  u r e  
s h a l l  be l o c k e d  w i t h  a  key o r  
comb ina t ion  l o c k  when occup ied by a  
dangerous dog. When a  dangerous dog 
i s  i n d o o r s ,  it s h a l l  b e  i n  a p a r t  o f  a 
house o r  s t r u c t u r e  which w i l l  no t  
a l l o w  t h e  dog t o  e x i t  on i t s  own 
v o l i t i o n ,  such as where t h e  windows 
a r e  open o r  where screen windows o r  
screen doors  a r e  t h e  o n l y  o b s t a c l e  
prevent , ing , , t  he dog f rom e x i t  i n g , , t  he 
s t r u c t u r e .  



( b )  Confinement by Leash and 
Muzzle. No person s h a l l  p e r m i t  a  
dangerous dog t o  go o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  
premises o f  t h e  l i c e n s e d  keeper un less  
t h e  dangerous dog i s  s e c u r e l y  leashed 
w i t h  a  t e t h e r  o f  no more t h a n  f o u r  
f e e t ,  hav ing  a  minimum t e n s i l e  
s t r e n g t h  o f  300 pounds, and c o n t r o l  1  ed 
by a  person p h y s i c a l l y  capable  o f  
r e s t r i c t i n g  t h e  dangerous d o g ' s  
movements t o  a  r a d i u s  o f  no more t h a n  
t h r e e  f e e t  f rom such person. Such 
dogs s h a l l  not  be leashed t o  inan imate  
o b j e c t s  such as t r e e s  o r  po les .  I n  
a d d i t i o n ,  a l l  dangerous dogs s h a l l  be 
muzzled by a  muzz l ing  d e v i c e  
s u f f i c i e n t  t o  prevent  such dog f r o m  
b i t i n g  persons o r  o t h e r  an imals  a t  a l l  
t i m e s  when t h e y  a r e  o f f  t h e  premises 
o f  t h e  l i c e n s e d  keeper. 

8 ; 0 5 . 0 6 0 S t e r i l  i z a t  i on .  No person s h a l l  
keep a  dangerous dog over  t h e  age o f  s i x  months 
a t  t h e i r  premises un less  such dog has been 
spayed o r  neutered and t h e  City has been 
p rov ided  a  ,copy o f  a  v e t e r i n a r i a n ' s  
c e r t i f i c a t i o n  as t o  t h e  s t e r i l i z a t i o n .  For  t h e  
purposes o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  o n l y ,  "dangerous dog" 
s h a l l  i n c l u d e  o n l y  t h o s e  it b u l l s "  which a l s o  
come w i t h i n  subparagraph 1 "! o f  t h e  "dangerous 
dog" d e f i n i t i o n  i n  S e c t i o n  8.04.020. 

8.05.070 Vacc ina t ion .  No person s h a l l  keep 
a  danqerous doq a t  t h e i r  premises u n l e s s  such 
doq has been vacc ina ted  aba ins t  r a b i e s  w i t h i n  
t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  years  and t h e  City has been 
p r o v i d e d  a  copy o f  a  v e t e r i n a r i a n ' s  
c e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  r a b i e s  v a c c i n a t i o n .  

8.05.080 Revocat ion o f  L icense.  I f  t h e  
l i c e n s e d  keeper f a i l s  t o  comply w i t h  any 
p r o v i s i o n  o f  t h i s  chap te r  o r  dangerous dogs kept 
a t  t h e  premises o f  t h e  l i c e n s e d  keeper a r e  no t  
c o n t r o l l e d  i n  accordance w i t h  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  
t h i s  chapter ,  t h e n  t h e  l i c e n s e  o f  t h e  keeper i s  
s u b j e c t  t o  suspension o r  permanent revoca t ion .  

8.05;090- impoundment. A dangerous dog may 
be se ized i f  it i s  not  b e i n g  c o n t r o l l e d  as 
p rov ided  i n  t h i s  chapter .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  any 
dangerous dog which i s  not  b e i n g  kep t  by a  



v a l i d l y  l i c e n s e d  keeper may be se ized.  I f  a f t e r  
no fewer  t h a n  two  days f o l l o w i n g  t h e  s e i z u r e  no 
person p e t i t i o n s  f o r  r e l e a s e  o f  t h e  dangerous 
dog, such dog may be humanely des t royed .  An 
owner, agent o f  an owner o r  keeper o f  a  
dangerous dog may p e t i t i o n  f o r  t h e  r e l e a s e  o f  
such dog. A dangerous dog whose r e l e a s e  has 
been sought by p e t i t i o n  may o n l y  b e  humanely 
des t royed  a f t e r  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  a  hear ing .  The 
dangerous dog may b e  r e l e a s e d  t o  a  person 
v a l i d l y  l i c e n s e d  t o  keep dangerous dogs a f t e r  
any c o s t s  i n c u r r e d  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  
s e i z u r e  o r  impoundment have been p a i d  i n  f u l l .  
A dangerous dog may be r e l e a s e d  t o  a  person who 
demonstrates h i s  o r  he r  a b i l i t y  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  
p u b l i c  w h i l e  t r a n s p o r t i n g  such dog out  o f  t h e  
City o f  K i r k l a n d  once a l l  c o s t s  have been pa id .  
A dog t h a t  was t o  be t r a n s p o r t e d  out  o f  K i r k l a n d  
w i l l  be s u b j e c t  t o  immediate humane d e s t r u c t i o n  
i f  such dog i s  aga in  found i n  t h e  City o f  
K i r k l a n d  more t h a n  one hour  a f t e r  t h e  re lease .  

8.05.100 S t r i c t  L i a b i l i t y .  I f  any 
dangerous dog s h a l l  cause i n j u r y  t o  a  pe rson  o r  
domest ic  animal o r  damage t o  p r o p e r t y ,  
r e g a r d l e s s  whether t h e  dog was on o r  o f f  t h e  
premises o f  t h e  owner, o r  on o r  o f f  a  l e a s h ,  o r  
whether t h e  dangerous dog escaped w i t h o u t  t h e  
f a u l t  o f  t h e  owner, t h e  owner s h a l l  be l i a b l e  t o  
t h e  person aggr ieved  t h e r e b y  f o r  a l l  damages 
s u s t a i n e d ,  t o  be recovered i n  a  c i v i l  a c t i o n ,  
except  t h a t  t h e  owner may r a i s e  a  defense o f  
reasonable  p r o t e c t  i o n  o f  p r o p e r t y  o r  persons.  
It s h a l l  be presumed as a m a t t e r  o f  law,  t h a t  
t h e  owning o r  keep ing o f  a  dangerous dog i n  
v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r  i s  a  nuisance. 

8.05.110 Other  Remedies. No th ing  i n  t h i s  
Chapter l i m i t s  t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  City o r  p r i v a t e  
persons t o  pursue o t h e r  l a w f u l  c r i m i n a l ,  c i v i l ,  
o r  e q u i t a b l e  remedies t o  abate,  d i s c o n t i n u e ,  o r  
c o r r e c t  v i o l a t i o n s  o f  t h i s  Chapter o r  o t h e r  
r i s k s  posed by dogs. 

N o t h i n g  i n  t h i s  o r d i n a n c e  i s  i n t e n d e d  t o  
c r e a t e  a  cause o f  a c t i o n  o r  c l a i m  a g a i n s t  t h e  
City o r  i t s  o f f i c i a l s  o r  employees r u n n i n g  t o  
s p e c i f i c  i n d i v i d u a l s .  Any d u t y  c r e a t e d  h e r e i n  
i s  i n tended  t o  be a  genera l  d u t y  r u n n i n g  i n  
f a v o r  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  c i t i z e n r y .  



S e c t i o n - 2 .  I f  any p r o v i s i o n  o f  t h i s  o r d i n a n c e  o r  i t s  
a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  any person o r  c i r cumstance  i s  h e l d  i n v a l i d ,  
t h e  remainder o f  t h e  o rd inance  o r  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n  t o  o t h e r  persons o r  c i r cumstances  i s  no t  
a f f e c t e d .  

S e c t i o n . 3 .  T h i s  o r d i n a n c e  s h a l l  be i n  f o r c e  and 
e f f e c t  f i v e  days f rom and a f t e r  i t s  passage by  t h e  
K i  r k l  and C i t y  Counc i l .  and pub1 i c a t i o n  pursuant  t o  S e c t i o n  
1.08.017 K i  r k l  and Mun ic ipa l  Code i n  summary fo rm a t t a c h e d  
t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  o f  t h i s  Ord inance and by t h i s  r e f e r e n c e  
approved by  t h e  City Counc i l ,  as r e q u i r e d  by  law. 

Passed by m a j o r i t y  v o t e  o f  t h e  K i r k l a n d  City Counc i l  
i n  r e g u l a r ,  open mee t ing  t h i s  20th day o f  

March , 1990. 

Signed i n  authent  i c a t  i 
March . 1990. 

ATTEST: 



AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KIRKLAND 
RELATING TO ANIMAL CONTROL. 

s e c t i o n - i .  
Dogs, i n c l u d i n g  
d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  " 

Creates a  new Chapter 8.05 Dangerous 
such p r o v i s i o n s  as:  a d o p t i o n  o f  

'dangerous dog" and " P i t  B u l l " ;  a d o p t i o n  o f  
requ i rements  f o r  keeping a  dangerous dog such as insu rance  
and secure enc losure;  and c r e a t i o n  o f  a  d u t y  t o  keep a 
dangerous dog c o n f i n e d  o r  leashed and muzzled. 

Sec t ion .2 .  I f  any s e c t i o n ,  subsec t ion ,  sentence, 
c lause ,  phrase, p a r t  o r  p o r t i o n  o f  t h i s  o rd inance  i s  f o r  
any reason h e l d  t o  be i n v a l i d  o r  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  by  any 
c o u r t  o f  competent j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  such d e c i s i o n  s h a l l  not  
a f f e c t  t h e  v a l i d i t y  o f  t h e  rema in ing  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h i s  
ordinance. 

Sec t ion .3 .  Au thor i zes  pub l  i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  Ordinance 
by summary, which summary i s  approved by t h e  C i t y  Counc i l  
pursuant  t o  S e c t i o n  1.08.017 K i r k l a n d  M u n i c i p a l  Code and 
e s t a b l i s h e s  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  as f i v e  days a f t e r  
pub l  i c a t  i o n  o f  summary.. 

The f u l l  t e x t  o f  t h i s  Ordinance w i l l  be m a i l e d  
w i t h o u t  charge t o  any person upon request  made t o  t h e  City 
C l e r k  f o r  t h e  City o f  K i r k l a n d .  The Ordinance was passed 
by t h e  K i r k l a n d  C i t y  Counc i l  a t  i t s  r e g u l a r  meet ing on t h e  
20th day o f  March - 1990. 

I c e r t i f y  t h a t  t h e  f o r e g o i n g  i s  a summary o f  
Ordinance No; 3 2 1 1  approved by t h e  K i r k l a n d  C i t y  
Counc i l  f o r  summary publ  i c a t i o n .  


