
ORDINANCE NO. 2946 . . . . 3 ~iSl 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF KIRKLAND RELATING TO COMPREHE@~VE 
PLANNING AN0 LAND USE AND AMENDING THE LAND USE POLICIES PLAN 
(COMPREHENSIVE PLAN) ORDINANCE 2346 AS AMENDED. 

Whereas, t h e  C i t y  Counc i l  has r e c e i v e d  f r o m  t h e  K i r k l a n d  
P lann ing  Commission a recommendation t o  amend c e r t a i n  p o r t i o n s  o f  
t h e  Land Use P o l i c i e s  P lan  (Comprehensive P l a n )  f o r  t h e  City, 
Ordinance 2346 as amended, a1 1 a5 s e t  f o r t h  i n  t h a t  c e r t a i n  r e p o r t  
and recommendation o f  t h e  P l a n n i n g  Commission dated A p r i l  1, 1986. 
and b e a r i n g  K i r k l a n d  Department o f  P l a n n i n g  and Community Develop- 
ment F i l e  No. IV-85-28; and 

Whereas, p r i o r  t o  making s a i d  recommendation t h e  P l a n n i n g  
Commission, f o l l o w i n g  n o t i c e  t h e r e o f  as r e q u i r e d  by RCW 35A.63.070, 
h e l d  on March 6, 1986, a p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  on t h e  amendment p roposa ls  
and cons ide red  t h e  comments r e c e i v e d  a t  s a i d  hear ing ,  as w e l l  as t h e  
recommendations made b y  t h e  Houghton Community Counc i l ;  and 

Whereas, pu rsuan t  t o  t h e  S t a t e  Env i ronmenta l  P o l i c i e s  A c t  t h e r e  
has accompanied t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  p roposa l  and recommendation th rough  
t h e  e n t i r e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  process, a f i n a l  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  non-- 
s i g n i f i c a n c e  ( i n c l u d i n g  s u p p o r t i n g  env i ronmenta l  documents) i ssued  
b y  t h e  r e s p o n s i b l e  o f f i c i a l  pu rsuan t  t o  WAC 197-11-340 and WAC 
197-11-390; and 

Whereas, i n  r e g u l a r  p u b l i c  mee t ing  t h e  C i t y  Counc i l  cons ide red  
t h e  r e p o r t  and recommendation o f  t h e  P l a n n i n g  Commission, . 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE I T  ORDAINED b y  t h e  C i t y  Counc i l  o f  t h e  City 
o f  K i r k l a n d  as f o l l o w s :  

Sect ion.- l . . .  Tex t  amended: Pages 100 - 115 o f  t h e  t e x t  o f  t h e  
Land Use P o l i c i e s  Plan,  Ordinance 2346 as amended be and t h e y  hereby  
a r e  d e l e t e d  and r e p l a c e d  w i t h  t h e  t e x t  as s e t  f o r t h  i n  E x h i b i t  1 
a t tached  t o  t h i s  o rd inance  and b y  t h i s  r e f e r e n c e  i n c o r p o r a t e d  h e r e i n .  

Sect ion.2 ;  Graphics  amended: F i g u r e  9 appear ing on page 103 o f  
t h e  l a n d  Use P o l i c i e s  Plan,  Ordinance 2346 as amended, be and t h e y  
hereby a r e  d e l e t e d .  

S e c t i o n .  .3;  I f  any s e c t i o n ,  subsect ion,  sentence, c lause,  
phrase, p a r t  o r  p o r t i o n  o f  t h i s  ord inance,  i n c l u d i n g  those  p a r t s  
adopted b y  re fe rence ,  i s  f o r  any reason h e l d  t o  be i n v a l i d  o r  
u n c o n s i t u t i o n a l  b y  any c o u r t  o f  competent j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  such 
d e c i s i o n  s h a l l  n o t  a f f e c t  t h e  v a l i d i t y  o f  t h e  rema in ing  p o r t i o n s  o f  
t h i s  o rd inance .  

S e c t i o n , . 4 ;  To t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  t h e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  o f  t h i s  
o rd inance  i s  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  d i s a p p r o v a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  Houghton 
Community Counc i l  as c r e a t e d  b y  Ordinance 2001, s a i d  p l a n  s h a l l  
become e f f e c t i v e  w i t h i n  t h e  Houghton community e i t h e r  upon approva l  
o f  t h e  Houghton Community Counc i l ,  o r  upon f a i l u r e  o f  s a i d  community 
c o u n c i l  t o  d i sapprove  t h i s  o rd inance  w i t h i n  60 days o f  i t s  passage. 
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Sect ion 5. Except as prov ided i n  Sec t ion  4, t h i s  ordinance 
s h a l l  be i n  f u l l  f o r c e  and e f f e c t  f i v e  days f rom and a f t e r  i t s  
passage by the  City Counci l  and p u b l i c a t i o n  as requ i red  by law. 

Passed by  m a j o r i t y  vo te  o f  t h e  K i r k l a n d  City Counci l  i n  regu la r ,  
open meeting t h i s  7 t h  day o f  A p r i l  1986. 

Signed i n  au then t i ca t i on  the reo f  t h i s  7 t h  day o f  A p r i l  1986. 

&& & 
MAYOR 

ATTEST : 

, v -  

(ex o f f i c i o  i t y  ~$rk P 
( 

C i t y  Atdorney 



OPEN SPACE/PARKS 

INTRODUCTION 

To most peop le  t h e  t e r m  "open space" suggests  a  men ta l  p i c t u r e  
o f  a  pa rk  o r  o t h e r  o u t d o o r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  area.  D e s p i t e  t h e  
c l o s e  a s s o c i a t i o n  between pa rks  and open space, t h e  terms a r e  
by  no means synonymous. Open space se rves  n o t  o n l y  a  r e c r e a -  
t i o n a l  f u n c t i o n  b u t  may a l s o  i n v o l v e  n a t u r a l  d r a i n a g e  systems, 
b u i l d i n g  setback areas, a g r i c u l t u r a l  land,  e c o l o g i c a l  s t u d y  
areas, o r  o t h e r  n o n r e c r e a t i o n a l  purposes.  Furthermore,  t h e r e  
may be ameni ty  v a l u e s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  open space i n  terms o f  
scen ic  views, p l a n t  and an imal  l i f e ,  absence o f  no ise ,  o r  
p s y c h o l o g i c a l  r e l i e f  f r o m  crowding.  

D e s p i t e  t h e  expanding d e f i n i t i o n  o f  open space, t h e  need f o r  
p u b l i c  pa rk  f a c i l i t i e s  shou ld  s t i l l  be recogn ized .  U t i l i t a r i a n  
and ameni ty  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  a r e  in tended  t o  complement b u t  n o t  
e n t i r e l y  r e p l a c e  r e c r e a t i o n a l  uses o f  open space. 

K i r k l a n d ' s  park  system has numerous f a c i l i t i e s  t o  meet a  v a r i -  
e t y  o f  needs (see F i g u r e  GP-2). I t  i n c l u d e s  a  s e r i e s  o f  wa te r -  
f r o n t  pa rks ,  s e v e r a l  b a s e b a l l  f i e l d s  and a c t i v e  parks ,  ne igh -  
borhood pa rks  and p a s s i v e  parks,  and s p e c i a l  s i t e s  such as 
J u a n i t a  Bay Park .  

K i r k l a n d  r e s i d e n t s  have had and shou ld  c o n t i n u e  t o  have oppor-  
t u n i t i e s  t o  v o i c e  t h e i r  o p i n i o n s  and p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  d e c i s i o n -  
making c o n c e r n i n g  open space and p a r k s .  The Parks Board h o l d s  
r e g u l a r  m o n t h l y  meet ings,  and t h e  C i t y  p e r i o d i c a l l y  d i s t r i b u t e s  
q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  and f l y e r s  i n v i t i n g  comment c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  
s t a t u s  o f  ma jo r  p r o j e c t s .  

EXHIBIT 1  
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OPEN SPACE/PARKS 

GOALS AND POLICIES DISCUSSION 

Goal 1 

To acquire, develop and 
redevelop a  system o f  
parks, r e c r e a t i o n  f a c i l i -  
t i e s  and open spaces t h a t  
i s  a t t r a c t i v e ,  safe, 
f u n c t i o n a l  and a v a i l a b l e  
t o  a l l  segments o f  t h e  
populat ion.  

P o l i c y  1.1 

Parks, rec rea t i on  and open 
space f a c i l i t i e s  should be 
acquired i n  those areas o f  
t h e  C i t y  f a c i n g  in tense 
popu la t ion  growth, commer- 
c i a l  development and/or i n  
areas where f a c i l i t i e s  are 
d e f i c i e n t .  

The bas is  o f  K i r k l a n d ' s  parks system 
i s  t he  p r o v i s i o n  o f  d i ve rse  r e c r e a t i o n  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  and experiences f o r  a l l  
K i r k l and  res idents .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  
open space, parks, park f a c i l i t i e s ,  
and r e c r e a t i o n  programs have a  number 
o f  purposes: 

* To c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  o v e r a l l  
q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e  f o r  K i r k l a n d  
res iden ts  by p r o v i d i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  
and programs f o r  both a c t i v e  and 
passive r e c r e a t i o n  oppo r tun i t i es .  

* To educate and e n t e r t a i n  t he  
p u b l i c  through a  v a r i e t y  o f  rec re -  
a t i o n  programs. 

* To improve t h e  v i s u a l  aes the t i cs  
o f  t h e  C i t y  i n c l u d i n g  f l owers  and 
o the r  b e a u t i f i c a t i o n  e f f o r t s .  

* To ensure t h a t  t h e  park system i s  
accessib le and a v a i l a b l e  w i t h o u t  
regard t o  race, co lo r ,  creed, sex 
and/or phys i ca l  d i s a b i l i t y ,  and i s  
accessib le and a v a i l a b l e  w i t h o u t  
any i n i t i a t i o n  o r  membership fees. 

The City should be s e n s i t i v e  t o  t h e  
demographic p r o j e c t i o n s  f o r  popu la t i on  
growth i n  t he  K i r k l and  Planning 
Areas. As a  consequence, t h e  City 
should cont inue t o  consider and rev iew 

. a l l  p o t e n t i a l  a c q u i s i t i o n  and develop- 
ment p r o j e c t s  i n  l i g h t  o f  t h e i r  u t i l -  
i t y  f o r  t he  expanded popu la t i on  and, 
s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  f o r  t he  geographic areas 
where growth i s  p red ic ted .  



P o l i c y  1.2 

Parks and open spaces, 
both passive and ac t i ve ,  
should be d i s t r i b u t e d  
throughout t h e  City t o  
ensure n a t u r a l  b u f f e r s  as 
w e l l  as s u f f i c i e n t  space 
f o r  recrea t ion .  

The C i t y  should cont inue t o  s t r i v e  
toward a balanced and d i ve rse  park 
system.. Passive park areas prov ide  
open space w i t h i n  an urbanized area, 
separat ion between land uses, and 
bu f fe rs  t o  roadways. They a l so  p ro-  
v i de  an important  nonvehicu lar  l i nkage  
between var ious  neighborhoods, schools 
and parks. P r i v a t e  open spaces some- 
t imes serve as r e c r e a t i o n  areas o r  
greenbel ts  and prov ide  pedes t r ian  
l inkages, l i g h t  penet ra t ion ,  and a i r  
c i r c u l a t i o n .  

A c t i v e  park areas prov ide  c i t i z e n s  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  both organized and 
uns t ruc tu red  r e c r e a t i o n a l  pu rsu i t s ,  
such as basebal l ,  swimming, s o f t b a l l ,  
tenn is ,  jogging, basketba l l ,  and 
soccer. 

P o l i c y  1.3 

Park and open space acqui-  The City has had a long  and successfu l  
s i  t i  on, development and h i s t o r y  o f  acqu i r i ng  and developing 
redevelopment should be i t s  park system f rom l o c a l  bond 
a c t i v e l y  sought through a issues, s ta te ,  federa l ,  and p r i v a t e  
v a r i e t y  o f  methods. sources. The resources necessary t o  

cont inue t o  add and redevelop t h e  park 
system are l i m i t e d .  It i s  i n  recogn i -  
t i o n  o f  c o n s t r a i n t s  associated w i t h  
these l i m i t e d  resources t h a t  t h e  City 
cont inue t o  pursue a l t e r n a t i v e  methods 
t o  acquire, develop and redevelop i t s  
parks. These i nc lude  p r i v a t e  dona- 
t i o n s  of land, equipment o r  funds, 
land t r a d i n g  and development pe rm i t  
cond i t i ons  which r e q u i r e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  
o f  park improvements (i.e., 10 th  
S t r e e t )  o r  land ded ica t ion .  

P o l i c y  1.4 

Selected parks and f a c i l i -  As the  C i t y ' s  park system matures and 
t i e s  should be renovated requ i res  p e r i o d i c  renovat ion  work, 
i n  a manner t h a t  w i l l  much grea ter  emphasis should be placed 
conserve t h e  use of energy on implementing improved techno log ica l  
and maximize e f f i c i e n t  methods o f  conserv ing energy, app ly ing  
maintenance prac t i ces .  use o f  b e t t e r  equipment and i nnova t i ve  

p r a c t i c e s  and des ign ing  park areas i n  
such a manner as t o  reduce long-term 
n e t  maintenance and ope ra t i ng  expenses. 



P o l i c y  1 . 5  

Parks or  rec rea t i ona l  
f a c i l i t i e s  should be 
developed on l y  when 
adequate maintenance and 
operat ion funding i s  
ava i l ab le  t o  maximize 
maintenance e f f i c i e n c y ,  
s a f e t y  and p u b l i c  
en joynent.  

P o l i c y  1.6 

Parks f a c i l i t i e s  should be 
designed and developed 
w i t h  s e n s i t i v i t y  and 
respect  f o r  na tu ra l  eco- 
systems and environmental 
uniqueness. 

P o l i c y  1.7 

The development o f  a  
City-wide comprehensive 
t r e e  p lan  should be en- 
couraged which would 
inc lude:  1) t h e  se lec t i on  
o f  appropr ia te  t r e e  spe- 
c ies  f o r  median s t r i ps ,  
sidewalks, developed parks 
and o ther  p u b l i c a l l y  owned 
landscaped areas; 2) 
maintenance guidel ines;  
and 3) p o l i c i e s  regarding 
t h e  cu t t i ng ,  c lea r ing  or  
topping o f  t rees  i n  devel-  

Developing park s i t e s  before adequate 
maintenance and opera t ion  funds are 
ava i l ab le  o f ten  r e s u l t s  i n  poor use, 
vandalism and, above a l l ,  poor r e t u r n  
i n  the park investment. The City 
should p lace a  h igh p r i o r i t y  on ac- 
q u i r i n g  land and landbanking 
proper ty .  The City should prov ide  a t  
l e a s t  minimal maintenance f o r  land- 
banked p rope r t i es  intended f o r  f u t u r e  
development. 

P ro tec t i on  and enhancement o f  t h e  
na tu ra l  resources w i t h i n  t h e  park 
system should be encouraged and should 
cont inue t o  be implemented and expand- 
ed as new and improved techno log ica l  
methods o f  p reserva t ion  and res to ra -  
t i o n  are advanced i n  dea l ing  w i t h  
envi ronmental ly  s e n s i t i v e  areas. 

Natura l  fea tures  and systems are 
valuable t o  t h e  community because they  
prov ide  w i l d l i f e  hab i ta t ,  i r r e p l a c e -  
able ameni t i t ies ,  and u t i l i t a r i a n  
funct ions.  P ro tec t i ng  and enhancing 
na tu ra l  resources i n  parks w i l l  i nsure  
the  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  these fea tures  f o r  
f u t u r e  generat ions. 

The C i t y  has a  s i g n i f i c a n t  investment 
i n  i t s  s t r e e t  t r e e s  and o ther  t rees  
located i n  parks. A p o l i c y  p lan  
should be developed t o  adequately 
main ta in  e x i s t i n g  and f u t u r e  t r e e s  i n  
the  C i t y ' s  urban landscape. Urban 
s t r e e t  t r e e  landscaping i s  an impor- 
t a n t  aes the t ic  amenity t o  the  commu- 
n i t y .  P lan t i ng  the  appropr ia te  t r e e  
species i n  t h e  urban landscape w i l l  
minimize t r e e  maintenance costs, such 
as pruning, spray ing and damage caused 
t o  sidewalks by  r o o t  systems. Fur- 
thermore, t o  p r o p e r l y  main ta in  the  



oped parks or  na tu ra l  
areas. 

h e a l t h  o f  s t r e e t  t r e e s  and other  t r e e  
species important t o  park landscaping, 
maintenance gu ide l i nes  should be 
establ ished.  

A t  times, i t  i s  necessary t o  cut,  
limb, c lear ,  o r  top  t rees  i n  parks o r  
along s t ree ts ,  t o  reduce l i a b i l i t y ,  
enhance hea l th  o f  t rees  and prov ide  
park users a  sense o f  safety.  
P o l i c i e s  should be es tab l ished t o  
determine when it i s  appropr ia te  t o  
remove o r  a l t e r  a  t ree .  These inc lude 
such p o l i c y  quest ions as should t r e e s  
on p u b l i c  p rope r t y  be topped f o r  
r e s i d e n t i a l  view enhancement? 

P o l i c y  1.8 

The C i t y  should coordinate 
w i t h  neighbor ing c i t i e s ,  
King County and Lake 
Washington School D i s t r i c t  
i n  t h e  p lanning and p r o v i -  
s ion  o f  rec rea t i on  a c t i v i -  
t i e s  and f a c i l i t i e s .  

P o l i c y  1.9 

Pedestrian, b i c y c l e  and 
equestr ian l inkages be- 
tween parks and open 
spaces should be developed 
where feas ib le .  

P o l i c y  1.10 

The need f o r  a  community 
rec rea t i on  f a c i l i t y  should 
be examined t o  meet indoor 
rec rea t i on  needs f o r  ath-  
l e t i c s ,  rec rea t i on  classes 
and meeting space. 

I n  order t o  avoid dup l i ca t i on ,  comple- 
ment services, and t o  determine i f  
c e r t a i n  park needs i n  K i r k land  are 
being met elsewhere, c lose  cooperat ion 
and coord ina t ion  must occur among 
neighbor ing c i t i e s ,  King County, Lake 
Washington School D i s t r i c t ,  and t h e  
p r i v a t e  sector.  O f  p a r t i c u l a r  concern 
over t h e  pas t  several  years has been 
the  s i g n i f i c a n t  use o f  K i r k l a n d ' s  park 
system by nonresidents. Cooperative 
e f f o r t s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  between K i r k land  
and King County, should be encouraged 
t o  address the  need f o r  park 
f a c i l i t i e s .  

Nonmotorized l inkages should be en- 
couraged between parks and open space 
t o  a l low ease o f  movement. 

The Parks Department has been extreme- 
l y  f o r t u n a t e  i n  be ing  able t o  use Lake 
Washington School D i s t r i c t  indoor 
f a c i  1  i t i e s  f o r  City-sponsored recrea-  
t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  and programs. The 
j o i n t - u s e  arrangements w i t h  the  School 
D i s t r i c t  has enabled the  C i t y  t o  
p rov ide  a  much h igher  l e v e l  o f  se rv i ce  
than would otherwise have been poss- 
i b l e .  However, wh i l e  t h e  C i t y ' s  



P o l i c y  1.11 

The development o f  a park 
refurb ishment  and acqu i s i -  
t i o n  p lan  should be en- 
couraged. 

P o l i c y  1.12 

The City should enhance 
t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  maintenance 
o f  t h e  Mun ic ipa l  Cemetery 
f a c i l i t y  t o  ensure i t s  
n a t u r a l  and aes the t i c  
value t o  t h e  community. 

r e c r e a t i o n  program has grown and 
prospered through t h e  use o f  School 
D i s t r i c t  f a c i l i t i e s ,  a number o f  
no tab le  and obvious changes have taken 
p lace t o  suggest t h a t  t he  City 
reexamine i t s  n e a r l y  exc lus i ve  
dependence on School D i s t r i c t  indoor 
f a c i l i t i e s .  

1 )  The demand f o r  C i t y  r e c r e a t i o n  
programs has grown s u b s t a n t i a l l y  
i n  t he  e a r l y  1980's. Attendance 
has increased by 60% l a r g e l y  due 
t o  t h e  tremendous p o p u l a r i t y  o f  
f i t n e s s ,  gymnastics, day camps, 
and a t h l e t i c  programs. 

2) Agencies, such as t h e  B o y s l G i r l s  
Club, Lake Washington Voc-Tech, 
and o the r  o rgan iza t ions  are i n -  
c reas ing  t h e i r  use o f  school 
f a c i l i t i e s ,  c r e a t i n g  competing 
demands f o r  indoor  f a c i l i t i e s .  

3 )  School D i s t r i c t  re furb ishment  o f  
gymnasium f l o o r s  and classrooms 
c rea tes  leng thy  r e c r e a t i o n  program 
cance l l a t i ons  and d i s r u p t i o n s  o f  
program c o n t i n u i t y .  

The development o f  a park acqu i s i t i on ,  
development and redevelopment p lan  
should be encouraged t o :  1 )  i d e n t i f y  
and p r i o r i t i z e  park improvements and 
acqu i s i t i ons ;  and 2) determine fund ing  
a l t e r n a t i v e s  f o r  cons ide ra t i on  i n  t h e  
C i t y ' s  Cap i ta l  Improvement Program. 

The C i t y ' s  Munic ipa l  Cemetery f a c i l i t y  
has a l ong  h i s t o r y  and i s  an important  
asset t o  t he  community. The q u a l i t y  
o f  maintenance should be enhanced t o  
ensure i t s  n a t u r a l  and aes the t i c  va lue 
through use o f  b e t t e r  equipment and 
improved standards o f  cemetery 
maintenance. 



P o l i c y  1.13 

Parks should be designed 
and developed w i t h  ac- 
knowledgment o f  e x i s t i n g  
and an t i c i pa ted  adjacent  
uses and competing i n t e r -  
ests .  

Goal 2 

To enhance t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  
l i f e  i n  t h e  community by 
p rov id ing  r e c r e a t i o n  
program serv ices  t h a t  are 
c rea t ive ,  p roduc t ive  and 
responsive t o  t h e  needs o f  
t h e  pub l i c .  

When parks are planned f o r  eventual 
development, i t  i s  important  t o  ac- 
knowledge the  surrounding e x i s t i n g  and 
a n t i c i p a t e d  land uses, such as r e s i -  
d e n t i a l  neighborhoods, commercial 
a c t i v i t i e s  and n a t u r a l  fea tu res .  
Poss ib le  impacts which should be 
minimized may be from t r a f f i c ,  access, 
no i se  o r  l i g h t .  

Recreat ion prov ides  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  t h e  
comnunity w i t h  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  
s a t i s f y i n g  use o f  t h e i r  l e i s u r e  time. 
P a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  r e c r e a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  
enr iches l i v e s ,  prevents s o c i a l  i s o l a -  
t i o n ,  and increases the  sense o f  
community. The p u b l i c  needs exposure 
t o  a  wide v a r i e t y  o f  r e c r e a t i o n  s k i l l s  
and experience so t h a t  t h e i r  l e i s u r e  
choices can be b e n e f i c i a l  and s a t i s f y -  
ing. A s i g n i f i c a n t  share o f  t he  
r e c r e a t i o n  se rv i ce  load i s  prov ided 
through t h e  p r i v a t e  sec tor  and non- 
p r o f i t  o rgan iza t ions  and agencies. 
However, a  l a rge  segment o f  t h e  popu- 
l a t i o n  does n o t  have the  oppo r tun i t y  
o r  i n c l i n a t i o n  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  
p r i v a t e  rec rea t i on .  It i s  t he  respon- 
s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  City t o  p rov ide  rec re -  
a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  and programs which 
are s e n s i t i v e  t o  t h e  unique needs o f  
t he  community and unique resources o f  
t h e  park system. It i s  t he  i n t e n t  o f  
t he  Parks and Recreat ion Department t o  
o f f e r  d iverse,  accessible,  and a f f o r d -  
ab le  r e c r e a t i o n  oppo r tun i t i es .  

Recreat ion programs have been a  s i g -  
n i f i c a n t  p a r t  o f  t h e  K i r k l and  Parks 
and Recreat ion Department f o r  many 
years. I t  has been a  pe r i od  o f  t r e -  
mendous change. Recreat ion has become 
an i n c r e a s i n g l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  component 
o f  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  economy fue led  by 
s o c i a l  f ac to rs ,  such as g rea te r  f l e x i -  
b i l i t y  o f  work and l e i s u r e  hours and 
the  emergence o f  t he  h e a l t h  and f i t -  
ness movement. Jus t  t e n  years ago, 
c h i l d r e n ' s  day camps, summer perform- 
i n g  ar ts ,  and outdoor r e c r e a t i o n  were 
v i r t u a l l y  nonex is ten t  w i t h i n  City 
programs. Youth baseba l l  i n  K i r k l a n d  



P o l i c y  2.1 

A v a r i e t y  o f  h e a l t h - f i t -  
ness a c t i v i t i e s  should be 
made ava i l ab le  t o  t h e  
community i n  order t o  
improve or  main ta in  an 
i n d i v i d u a l ' s  hea l th  and 
we1 1  being. 

cont inues t o  be a  very  popular 
a t h l e t i c  a c t i v i t y  sponsored by  
volunteer  organizat ions.  Also, w i t h i n  
t h e  pas t  t en  years, a  number o f  new 
spor ts  have been introduced and 
embraced which are accessib le t o  l a rge  
numbers o f  people, such as soccer, 
v o l l e y b a l l ,  and slow-pitch. The City 
a l so  has very  l i m i t e d  involvement i n  
t h e  d e l i v e r y  o f  rec rea t i on  serv ices  
f o r  the e l d e r l y .  

I n  a l l  o f  the  aforementioned a c t i v i -  
t i e s ,  t h e  City p lays  both a  pr imary 
and support ive r o l e .  I n  c e r t a i n  
instances, t h e  Department's r o l e  i s  t o  
p rov ide  f a c i l i t i e s  and coordinat ion,  
w h i l e  i n  o ther  cases, t h e  Department 
assumes a  d i r e c t  opera t ing  r o l e .  For 
example, t h e  C i t y ' s  r o l e  i n  youth 
basebal l  and soccer i s  t o  provide, 
schedule, and main ta in  b a l l f i e l d s  
w i t h i n  the C i t y ' s  park system, w h i l e  
t h e  C i t y  assumes d i r e c t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
f o r  o f f e r i n g  r e c r e a t i o n  programs and 
serv ices  t o  t h e  e lde r l y .  

The f o l l o w i n g  p o l i c y  statements are 
intended t o  descr ibe t h e  C i t y ' s  empha- 
s i s  i n  r e c r e a t i o n  programming du r ing  
t h e  next  several  years, w h i l e  recog- 
n i z i n g  t h a t  r e c r e a t i o n  i s  a  very  f l u i d  
and changing se rv i ce  o f t e n  sub jec t  t o  
n a t i o n a l  and l o c a l  t rends. Although 
many o f  t h e  rec rea t i on  p o l i c y  s ta te -  
ments do no t  have d i r e c t  land use 
imp l ica t ions ,  i t i s  important  t o  
p rov ide  the  o v e r a l l  d i r e c t i o n  and 
emphasis o f  t h e  rec rea t i on  program i n  
the  context  o f  t h i s  plan. Fur ther-  
more, t h e  i n c l u s i o n  o f  rec rea t i on  
p o l i c i e s  i n t o  t h i s  p lan  a s s i s t s  i n  
e s t a b l i s h i n g  e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  fund ing  
from var ious s t a t e  and fede ra l  sources. 

The C i t y  should cont inue t o  p rov ide  a  
v a r i e t y  o f  h e a l t h  and f i t n e s s  programs 
i n  the  community. The City can pro-  
v ide  q u a l i t y ,  low-cost programs t h a t  
improve t h e  h e a l t h  and we l l -be ing  o f  
i nd i v idua ls .  Outreach programs t o  
areas no t  be ing  served by  o ther  
groups, such as PTSA groups, o the r  



Po lc i cy  2.2 

The C i t y  should ac t  as a 
resource agency t o  t h e  
community i n  promoting, 
coord inat ing,  developing, 
and main ta in ing  community 
l e i s u r e  programs. 

P o l i c y  2.3 

The City should cont inue 
t o  work w i t h  l o c a l  
businesses and community 
o rgan iza t ions  o r  groups i n  
t h e  support o f  both 
City-sponsored and 
selected communi ty-w ide  
events t h a t  meet t h e  
d iverse and changing 
i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  C i t y ' s  
res idents.  

governmental agencies, and p r i v a t e  
en te rp r i se  should cont inue. As indoor 
f a c i l i t i e s  cont inue t o  be h e a v i l y  
u t i l i z e d ,  t h e  City should a c t i v e l y  
encourage outdoor f i t n e s s  a c t i v i t i e s ,  
such as walking, b ik ing ,  and swim- 
ming. The City should s t r i v e  t o  keep 
abreast o f  cu r ren t  f i t n e s s  t rends and 
gear i t s  programming accordingly.  

The City should be knowledgable about 
what i s  being of fered,  so t h a t  i t  can 
r e f e r ,  ass i s t ,  and support o ther  
groups i n  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  l e i s u r e  
programs. The C i t y  should a c t  as a 
resource t o  t h e  community i n  a s s i s t i n g  
groups i n te res ted  i n  developing 
spec ia l  events. The City should know 
what other  l e i s u r e  serv ices  are a v a i l -  
ab le  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  and where the  
comnunity might  f i n d  them. The C i t y  
should a lso prov ide  assis tance t o  
groups, organizat ions,  o r  i n d i v i d u a l s  
i n te res ted  i n  developing spec ia l  
events. 

The City should cont inue t o  work w i t h  
l o c a l  businesses and community 
o rgan iza t ions  o r  groups i n  t h e  support 
o f  selected community-wide a c t i v -  
i t i e s . m p l e s  o f  such events could 
inc lude summer f e s t i v a l ,  s e a s o n a l  
events, such as Easter Egg Hunt ( w i t h  
community serv ice  organizat ions) ,  
Hal loween Par t y  ( l o c a l  shopping 
centers) ,  and w in te r  f e s t i v a l  and 
other  a c t i v i t i e s .  



P o l i c y  2.4 

Water-oriented rec rea t i on  
a c t i v i t i e s  should be 
encouraged along t h e  
sho re l i ne  where appro- 
p r i a t e  and i n  keeping w i t h  
t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  and 
needs. 

P o l i c y  2.5 

A v a r i e t y  o f  aquat ic  
rec rea t i ona l  programs and 
a c t i v i t i e s  t o  enhance 
water safety, p u b l i c  
enjoyment and f i t n e s s  
should cont inue. 

P o l i c y  2.6 

There should be coordina- 
t i o n  among governmental, 
p r i v a t e  agencies and 
se rv i ce  organizat ions i n  
t h e  support o f  t h e  summer 
performing a r t s  programs. 

The C i t y  possesses m i les  o f  unique 
wa te r f ron t  w i t h  major p o r t i o n s  o f  
wa te r f ron t  i n  p u b l i c  ownership as 
parks. The City should s t r i v e  t o  
maximize i t s  use t o  t h e  cont inued 
b e n e f i t  o f  i t s  c i t i z e n s .  Organized 
water-or iented a c t i v i t i e s ,  such as 
windsurf ina. s a i l i n a .  and f i s h i n a  

The City-owned outdoor p u b l i c  swimning 
pool has been i n  opera t ion  s ince 
1968. Dur ing t h i s  period, t h e  C i t y  
has cont inued t o  o f f e r  low-cost 
aquat ic  r e c r e a t i o n  programs, such as 
swimming lessons and p u b l i c  swims, t o  
enable i t s  c i t i z e n s  t o  s a f e l y  en joy  
t h e i r  water-or iented community. The 
City should cont inue t o  enhance p u b l i c  
enjoyment o f  these spec ia l  f a c i l i t i e s  
by at tempt ing t o  c rea te  a t t r a c t i v e  
s e t t i n g s  t h a t  promote l e i s u r e  
a c t i v i t i e s .  The City should a lso  
s t r i v e  t o  make these a c t i v i t i e s  
accessib le t o  the  broadest sector  o f  
t h e  populat ion, i n c l u d i n g  c i t i z e n s  
w i t h  phys ica l  d i s a b i l i t i e s .  

I n  1979, t h e  City coordinated t h e  
e f f o r t s  o f  many l o c a l  agencies, i n -  
c l u d i n g  the  Moss Bay Celebrat ion, 
Inc., Creat ive  A r t s  League, Northwest 
Seaport, K i r k land  L ib rary ,  K i r k land  
Senior Center, and t h e  K i r k land  Boys 
and G i r l s  Club, t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  f i r s t  
K i r k l a n d  Summer A r t s  Series, he ld  a t  
the  Marina Park du r ing  t h e  months o f  
J u l y  and August. The seed money f o r  
t h i s  p r o j e c t  was granted by  t h e  King 
County A r t s  Commission. During t h e  
past years, fund ing  f o r  the  summer 



0-2946 

a r t s  programs has been generated w i t h  
matching funds granted through City, 
county, and s t a t e  government w i t h  
support ing funds and i n - k i n d  serv ices  
from Moss Bay Celebrat ion, Inc., t h e  
Renton Musicians Union T r u s t  Fund, t h e  
Lake Washington School D i s t r i c t ,  
K i r k l a n d  Kiwanis Club, and many l o c a l  
businesses. 

Music and thea t re  performances add t o  
t h e  uniqueness and q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e  i n  
our community, serv ing  an est imated 
18,000 i n d i v i d u a l s  each summer. 

Each season, t h e  C i t y  should s t r i v e  t o  
increase community awareness, accessi-  
b i l  i ty, and performance qua1 i t y .  

P o l i c y  2.7 

A v a r i e t y  o f  general I n  recent  years the  City has become 
rec rea t i on  programs and more s e l e c t i v e  i n  the  k inds  o f  
classes, such as f i n e  r e c r e a t i o n  programs t h a t  are be ing  
ar ts ,  self-improvement, provided t o  t h e  community. This  has 
c r e a t i v e  and educat ional been brought about by t h e  emergence o f  
classes should be designed other  p r i v a t e  and p u b l i c  p rov iders  o f  
t o  serve res idents  and rec rea t i on  serv ices  t o  the  community. 

I complement programs being The C i t y ' s  general r e c r e a t i o n  program 
o f fe red  by other  has s h i f t e d  i t s  p r i o r i t i e s  away f rom 
rec rea t i on  prov iders  i n  some o f  the  more t r a d i t i o n a l  recrea-  
t h e  community. t i o n  o f f e r i n g s  t o  those t h a t  c a p i t a l -  

i z e  on (1) our  City and School D i s t -  
r i c t ' s  unique resources, and ( 2 )  needs 
t h a t  are no t  be ing  met by o ther  ser-  
v i ce  prov iders.  

S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  Parks and Recreat ion 
Department places h igh p r i o r i t y  on 
coo rd ina t i ng  r e c r e a t i o n  programs f o r  
t h e  community, and us ing school and 
community f a c i l i t i e s  t o  t h e  f u l l e s t .  
There i s  concern regarding t h e  impact 
on s c a r c i t y  o f  indoor r e c r e a t i o n  space 
as o ther  o rgan iza t ions  and agencies 
apply f o r  use i n  f a c i l i t i e s  tradi.:, 
t i o n a l l y  used by e x i s t i n g  r e c r e a t i o n  
programs o f fe red  by  t h e  City. There- 
fo re ,  i t  i s  essen t i a l  t h a t  t h e  City 
work c l o s e l y  w i t h  other  agencies i n  
t h e  coord ina t ion  and d e l i v e r y  o f  
r e c r e a t i o n  serv ices t o  the  community. 
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P o l i c y  2.8 

The q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e  f o r  
t h e  o lde r  a d u l t  popu la t ion  
should be enhanced by 
p rov id ing  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  
engage i n  soc ia l ,  recrea-  
t i o n a l ,  educat ional,  
n u t r i t i o n a l  and hea l th  
programs which are de- 
signed t o  encourage inde- 
pendence. 

The f i r s t  programs i n i t i a t e d  by  t h e  
City f o r  Senior C i t i z e n s  were pr imar -  
i l y  r e c r e a t i o n a l  i n  nature.  I n  t h e  
summer o f  1974, t h e  Parks Department 
saw the need t o  expand i t s  e x i s t i n g  
concept t o  become invo lved i n  cont-  
r a c t i n g  w i t h  independent s o c i a l  and 
h e a l t h  se rv i ce  agencies geared t o  
improve the  t o t a l  we l l -be ing  o f  i t s  
sen io r  populat ion.  The Meals on 
Wheels program, Outreach Assistance, 
and ho t  lunches were added t o  t h e  
r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  

As t h e  demand f o r  new programs and 
serv ices  increased, t h e  need f o r  a 
l a r g e r  f a c i l i t y  became apparent. I n  
November, 1976, a b i cen tenn ia l  bond 
issue was approved which inc luded 
funds t o  develop a f a c i l i t y  f o r  sen io r  
c i t i z e n s .  The Senior Center recrea-  
t i o n a l  program i s  t he  f a s t e s t  growing 
i n  t h e  Parks and Recreat ion Depart- 
ment. The U.S. popu la t i on  i s  growing 
o lder ,  w h i l e  t h e  average l i f e  span i s  
increasing,  which has created severa l  
t rends, i n c l u d i n g  t h e  demand f o r  more 
h e a l t h  and f i t ness -o r i en ted  a c t i v i t i e s  
and educat ional  enrichment programs 
and increased p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  

It i s  important  t h a t  we recognize 
these changes and focus our a t t e n t i o n  
on programs t h a t  meet these changing 
needs . 

P o l i c y  2.9 

The City should determine 
need and prov ide  access t o  
r e c r e a t i o n  programs t o  
c i t i z e n s  w i t h  phys i ca l  and 
developmental d i s a b i l i t i e s .  

The City should i d e n t i f y  t h e  need f o r  
p r o v i d i n g  r e c r e a t i o n  programs t o  
c i t i z e n s  w i t h  phys ica l  and develop- 
mental d i s a b i l i t i e s  and encourage 
t h e i r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  t o  t he  ex ten t  
poss ib le,  i n  r e g u l a r  r e c r e a t i o n  prog- 
rams and a c t i v i t i e s .  K ing  County, t h e  
c i t i e s  o f  Be1 levue and Redmond, and 
t h e  Gordon Hauck Center p rov ide  prog- 
rams and f a c i l i t i e s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
designed t o  accomnodate t h e  spec ia l  
r e c r e a t i o n  needs f o r  t he  d isabled.  
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Rather than d u p l i c a t e  t h e  e f f o r t s  
a l ready underway by o the r  agencies, 
t h e  City o f  K i r k l a n d  should cooperate 
w i t h  these agencies t o  ensure t h a t  
spec ia l  needs are be ing  met. For 
instance, t h e  City o f  Bel levue i s  
redeveloping an e x i s t i n g  f a c i l i t y  f o r  
p r i o r i t y  use by t h e  p h y s i c a l l y  and 
developmental ly d isabled.  The f a c i -  
l i t y  w i l l  no t  o n l y  serve t h e  needs o f  
Be l l evue ' s  program p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  b u t  
w i l l  serve a reg iona l  r o l e  as we l l ,  
f o r  o ther  groups t o  u t i l i z e  i t s  f a c i -  
l i t i e s .  The City o f  K i r k l a n d  should 
be knowledgeable about t h i s  f a c i l i t y  
and o ther  l o c a l  programs t o  r e f e r  and 
a s s i s t  o thers  i n  t he  p r o v i s i o n  o f  
r e c r e a t i o n  programs f o r  t h e  p h y s i c a l l y  
and developmental ly d isabled.  

P o l i c y  2.10 

The development o f  a The City should develop a p r i c i n g  
p r i c i n g  p o l i c y  f o r  recrea-  p o l i c y ,  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  type  o f  fees 
t i o n  program and f a c i l i t y  and charges adminis tered i n  t he  Parks 
fees and charges should be and ~ e c r e a t 7 o n  Department and i t s  
encouraged. r a t i o n a l e  f o r  assessing each type  o f  

fee. These inc lude fees, such as 
admission, r e n t a l ,  f a c i l i t y ,  user, 
r e c r e a t i o n  a c t i v i t y ,  and moorage 
fees. Furthermore, t h e  p r i c i n g  p o l i c y  
should inc lude p o l i c i e s  on assessing 
fees f o r  youths versus adul ts ,  p r i v a t e  
versus n o n p r o f i t  groups, and a t h l e t i c  
f i e l d  maintenance. 
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