
ORDINANCE N O . 7 8 6 7 

A N ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF KIRKLAND RELATING TO 

Be i t o r d a i n e d b y t h e C i t y C o u n c i l o f t h e C i t y o f 
Kirkland as follows: 

S e c t i o n 1. C h a p t e r 21.35A o f t h e K i r k l a n d M u n i c i p a l 
Code i s h e r e b y amended by t h e a d d i t i o n o f new s e c t i o n s t o 
read as f o l l o w s : 

21.35A.030 F a l s e A l a r m s - - c o r r e c t i v e a c t i o n . I t i s t h e 
i n t e n t o f Sections 21.35A.030 through 21.35A.080 t o reduce 
t h e number o f f a l s e alarms o c c u r r i n g w i t h i n t h e c i t y and 
t o encourage the proper operation and maintenance o f 
burglary and/or robbery alarms. These sections provide 
f o r c o r r e c t i v e a d m i n i s t r a t i v e action, i n c l u d i n g fees and 
potential disconnection f o r repeated false alarms. 

21.35A.040 D e f i n i t i o n s . The f o l l o w i n g , as used i n 
t h i s chapter s h a l l be defined as s e t f o r t h i n t h i s 
section: 

( 1 ) "Person" includes any natural person, p a r t - 
n e r s h i p , j o i n t stock company, u n i n c o r p o r a t e d a s s o c i a t i o n 
o r society, o r a corporation o f any character whatsoever. 

(2) "False alarm" includes the activation o f a 
burglary and/or robbery alarm by other than a forced 
entry, attempted forced entry, unlawful entry, o r actual 
robbery o r attempted robbery on t h e premises and a t a time 
when no r o b b e r y , b u r g l a r y , o r c r i m e i n v o l v i n g a f o r e s e e - 
able r i s k o f grievous b o d i l y harm i s being committed o r 
attempted on the premises. 

21.35A.050 Emergency c o n t a c t c a r d . It i s u n l a w f u l t o 
have o r maintain on any premises a b u r g l a r y and/or robbery 
alarm unless there i s : 

1. o n f i l e w i t h t h e p o l i c e d e p a r t m e n t a n e m e r g e n c y 
c o n t a c t c a r d c o n t a i n i n g t h e name and phone num- 
ber o f person(s) authorized t o enter such 
premises and t u r n o f f any alarm; and 

2. f o r business premises, a l i s t o f phone number(s) 
o f person(s1 authorized t o enter such premises 
t o t u r n o f f any alarm posted prominently a t t h e 
f r o n t entrance o f the premises. This require- 
ment i s i n a d d i t i o n t o the card required i n sub- 
section ( 1 ) above.



Any a l a r m a u d i b l e upon a b u t t i n g p r o p e r t y f o r a 
period i n excess o f one hour i s declared t o be a 
p u b l i c n u i s a n c e and may be s u m m a r i l y a b a t e d by 
the police department. 

. 21.35A.060 F a l s e alarm--Unlawful I t i s u n l a w f u l f o r 
anyone t o a c t i v a t e any robbery o r b u r g l a r y alarm f o r t h e 
purpose o f summoning p o l i c e except i n t h e event o f an 
actual o r attempted burglary o r robbery, o r f o r anyone 
n o t i f y i n g t h e p o l i c e o f an a c t i v a t e d alarm, and having 
knowledge t h a t such a c t i v a t i o n was a p p a r e n t l y caused by an 
e l e c t r i c a l o r other malfunction o f the alarm system, t o 
f a i l a t t h e same t i m e t o n o t i f y t h e p o l i c e o f s u c h a p p a r - 
ent malfunction. 

21.35A.070 F a l s e alarm--Fees. For p o l i c e response t o 
any f a l s e a l a r m , t h e c i t y may c h a r g e and c o l l e c t , f r o m t h e 
person having o r maintaining such burglary and/or robbery 
a l a r m on premises owned o r occupied by him, f e e s as 
follows: 

(1) For a response t o premises a t which no o t h e r 
f a l s e alarm has occurred w i t h i n the preceding six-month 
period, h e r e i n a f t e r r e f e r r e d t o as a " f i r s t response," no 
f e e s h a l l be charged. Upon f i r s t response, n o t i c e o f 
c o n d i t i o n s and requirements o f t h i s chapter s h a l l be given 
t o the owner o r occupant o f the premises on which t h e 
f a l s e alarm occurred and upon which t h e b u r g l a r y and/or 
robbery alarm i s located. 

(2) For a second response t o premises w i t h i n s i x 
months a f t e r the f i r s t response, a fee o f twenty-five 
d o l l a r s may be c h a r g e d . The p e r s o n h a v i n g o r m a i n t a i n i n g 
such burglary and/or robbery alarm shall, w i t h i n f i v e 
w o r k i n g days a f t e r n o t i c e t o do so, make a w r i t t e n r e p o r t 
t o t h e c h i e f o f p o l i c e on prescribed forms s e t t i n g f o r t h 
the cause o f such f a l s e alarm, the c o r r e c t i v e a c t i o n 
t a k e n , whether and when such a l a r m has been i n s p e c t e d by 
authorized service personnel, and such o t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n 
a s t h e c h i e f o f p o l i c e may r e a s o n a b l y r e q u i r e t o d e t e r m i n e 
the cause o f such f a l s e alarm, any m i t i g a t i n g circum- 
stances and c o r r e c t i v e a c t i o n necessary. The c h i e f o f 
p o l i c e s h a l l be authorized t o inspect o r cause t o be 
inspected the alarm system a t such premises, prescribe 
necessary c o r r e c t i v e action, and s h a l l g i v e n o t i c e t o the 
person having o r maintaining such alarm system o f the con- 
d i t i o n s and requirements o f t h i s section. A l l costs o f 
inspection and corrective action shall be borne by the 
i n d i v i d u a l having o r maintaining the alarm on t h e 
premises.



( 3 ) For such a t h i r d response t o premises w i t h i n 
s i x months a f t e r such a second response and f o r a l l 
succeeding responses w i t h i n s i x months o f the l a s t 
r e s p o n s e , a f e e o f f i f t y d o l l a r s may be c h a r g e d , and i f 
such t h i r d f a l s e alarm o r any such succeeding f a l s e alarm 
occurs as a r e s u l t o f f a i l u r e t o take necessary c o r r e c t i v e 
a c t i o n p r e s c r i b e d , t h e c h i e f o f p o l i c e may o r d e r t h e 
person having o r maintaining the burglary and/or robbery 
alarm t o disconnect such alarm u n t i l the prescribed 
c o r r e c t i v e a c t i o n i s taken and c e r t i f i c a t i o n o f such 
corrective action i s provided t o the police department; 
provided, t h a t no d i s c o n n e c t i o n s h a l l be ordered r e l a t i v e 
t o any premises r e q u i r e d by law t o have an alarm system i n 
operation. 

( 4 ) The c h i e f o f p o l i c e i s a u t h o r i z e d t o adopt 
reasonable r u l e s and r e g u l a t i o n s f o r a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f t h e 
provisions o f this chapter. 

21.35A.080 A d m i n i s t r a t i v e decisions--Notice. N o t i c e 
o f i m ~ o s i t i o no f a n v a d m i n i s t r a t i v e d e c i s i o n o r s a n c t i o n . 
including without ljmitation the imposition o f a fee or . 
order o f disconnection, under the provisions o f t h i s 
chapter shall be given t o the person having o r maintaining 
a b u r g l a r y and/or robbery alarm on premises owned o r 
occupied by him; provided, t h a t w i t h respect t o business 
premises, the owner, manager, o r c h i e f administrative 
agent r e g u l a r l y assigned and employed on t h e premises a t 
the time o f the occurrence o f a false alarm shall be pre- 
sumed t o be t h e person h a v i n g o r m a i n t a i n i n g t h e a l a r m on 
t h e b u s i n e s s p r e m i s e s a n d t o whom n o t i c e s h a l l b e g i v e n . 

Section 2. S e v e r a b i l i t y . I f any p r o v i s i o n o f t h i s 
ordinance o r i t s a p p l i c a t i o n t o any person o r circumstance 
i s held invalid, the remainder o f the ordinance o r the 
application o f the provision t o other persons o r circum- 
stances i s not affected. 

Section 3. This ordinance s h a l l be i n f o r c e and e f f e c t f i v e 
days f r o m and’ a f t e r i t s passage by t h e K i r k l a n d C i t y C o u n c i l and 
posting o r p u b l i c a t i o n , as required by law. 

Passed by m a j o r i t y vote o f the K i r k l a n d C i t y Council i n 
regular, open meeting t h i s day o f Apri 1 , 1985.



ATTEST: 

D i r e c t o r d f AdmAni s t r a t i o n & F i n a n c e 
(ex offidio City Clerk) 

APPROVED A S TO FORM: 

CERTIFICATION OF POSTING 

I hereby c e r t i f y under penal y o f p e r j 
o r d i n a n c e was p o s t e d on t h e day o f 

t h e f o 
, 
r e1g9o8i5n gi 

n 

accordance w i t h t h e p r o v i s i o n s o RCW 35A.12d160 and C i t y o f 
K i r k l a n d O r d i n a n c e No. 2600. 

Clerk 1


