
ORDINANCE NO. 2858 

A N  ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF KIRKLAND RELATING TO TAXICABS 
AND FOR-HIRE VEHICLES, ADOPTING BY REFERENCE K I N G  COUNTY 
C O D E ,  CHAPTER 6 .64  A S  LAST AMENDED BY K I N G  COUNTY ORDI- 
NANCE 6687  AND AMENDING CHAPTER 7 .44  OF THE KIRKLAND 
MUNICIPAL CODE. 

Whereas,  K i n g  C o u n t y  and  t h e  C i t y  o f  K i r k l a n d  h a v e  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  t o  r e g u l a t e  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  o p e r a t i n g  t a x i -  
c a b s  and  f o r - h i r e  v e h i c l e s  w i t h i n  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  
b o u n d a r i e s ;  and  

Whereas,  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  o p e r a t i n g  t a x i c a b s  a n d  f o r -  
h i r e  v e h i c l e s  p r e s e n t s  p e c u l i a r  l i c e n s i n g  a n d  l a w  e n f o r c e -  
m e n t  p r o b l e m s  o f  a  mu1 t i - j u r i s d i c t i o n a l  n a t u r e ;  a n d  

Whereas,  i n  o r d e r  t o  a d e q u a t e l y  p r o t e c t  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  
o f  t h e  c o u n t y  and  t h e  C i t y  and  t h e  c i t i z e n s  t h e r e o f ,  and  
t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  a  u n i f o r m  c o u n t y - w i d e  s y s t e m  o f  l i c e n s i n g  
t a x i c a b s  and  f o r - h i r e  v e h i c l e s  and  t h e  d r i v e r s  t h e r e o f ,  
K i r k l a n d  h a s  a d o p t e d  b y  r e f e r e n c e  t h e  K i n g  C o u n t y  r e g u l a -  
t i o n s  t h e r e f o r  and  p r o v i d e d  f o r  K i n g  C o u n t y  e n f o r c e m e n t  
t h r o u g h  an  i n t e r l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t a l  s e r v i c e  a g r e e m e n t ;  and  

Whereas,  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  f r o m  t i m e  t o  t i m e  t o  amend 
t h e  l o c a l  K i r k 1  and  t a x i c a b  and  f o r - h i r e  v e h i c l e  r e g u l  a -  
t i o n s  i n  o r d e r  t o  m a i n t a i n  u n i f o r m i t y ,  now, t h e r e f o r e ,  

Be i t  o r d a i n e d  by  t h e  C i t y  C o u n c i l  o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  
K i r k l a n d  a s  f o l l o w s :  

S e c t i o n  1. C h a p t e r  7 .44  i n  t h e  K i r k l a n d  M u n i c i p a l  
Code b e  and  i t  h e r e b y  i s  amended t o  r e a d  a s  f o l l o w s :  

7 .44 .010  A d o p t i o n  b y  r e f e r e n c e .  K i n g  C o u n t y  
[ Q ~ d i n a n s e  lie. &&2Q a d e p t e d  b y  t h e  L i ~ g  6 e u n t y  
s e u n s i J  en  d a n ~ a ~ v  24% 4972% a n d  e n t i t J e d  !An 

Code C h a p t e r  6 .64  a s  l a s t  amended b y  K i n g  C o u n t y  
O r d i n a n c e  6887 and  e n t i t l e d  " T a x i s  - B u s i n e s s e s  and  
D r i v e r s "  i s  a d o p t e d  b y  r e t e r e n c e ,  w i t h  e x c l u s i o n s  and 
m o d i f i c a t i o n s  i n  S e c t i o n s  7 .44 .020  - -  7 .44 .030 .  

7 .44 .020  E x c l u s i o n s .  S e c t i o n [ s ]  3 ,  [42, 47 and  
48  e f  L i n g  6 e u ~ t y  Q r d i n a n s e  Ne. 4420 a r e ]  - i s  
e x c l u d e d .  



7.44.030 M o d i f i c a t i o n s .  The m o d i f i c a t i o n s  a r e  
a s  f o l l o w s :  " D i r e c t o r "  means t h e  c i t v  manaaer .  h i s  - .  
d e l e g a t e  o r  any  o f  h i s  d u l y  a u t h o r i z e d  r e p r e s e n t a -  
t i v e s  ; 

" D i r e c t o r  o f  K i n g  C o u n t y  p u b l i c  s a f e t y  d e p a r t -  
m e n t "  means t h e  c h i e f  o f  p o l i c e  f o r  t h e  c i t y ,  o r  any  
o f  h i s  d u l y  a u t h o r i z e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ;  

" E n f o r c e m e n t  o f f i c e r "  means t h e  c i t y  manager ,  
h i s  d e l e g a t e  o r  d u l y  a u t h o r i z e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  o r  
t h e  c i t y  c h i e f  o f  p o l i c e ,  h i s  d e l e g a t e  o r  h i s  d u l y  
a u t h o r i z e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  

7 .44 .040 T a x i c a b s - - M a x i m u m  number .  The maximum 
n u m b e r e  w i t h i n  t h e  
c i t y  s h a l l  n o t  e x c e e d  t h e  r a t i o  o f  one t a x i c a b  f o r  
e a c h  f o u r  t h o u s a n d  f o u r  h u n d r e d  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  K i r k -  
l a n d ,  u n i n c o r p o r a t e d  K i n g  C o u n t y ,  and  a l l  o t h e r  K i n g  
C o u n t y  c i t i e s  w h i c h  may e n t e r  i n t o  c o n t r a c t s  w i t h  
K i n g  C o u n t y  f o r  t h e  e n f o r c e m e n t  and  l i c e n s i n g  o f  
t a x i c a b s  and  d r i v e r s  p u r s u a n t  t o  K i n g  C o u n t y  Code 
C h a p t e r  6 .64  [ Q P ~ ~ R ~ R E ~  #el 4 & 2 Q l .  

- 

7.44.050 C o p i e s  o f  o r d i n a n c e  open f o r  
i n s p e c t i o n .  The c i t y  s h a l l  a t  a l l  t i m e s ,  k e e p  on 
h a n d  and  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  p u b l i c  i n s p e c t i o n  n o t  l e s s  
t h a n  t h r e e  c o p i e s  o f  ~ i n g  C o u n t y  c o d e  C h a p t e r  6 .64  
[ Q P ~ ~ R ~ R E ~  Me. 44201  h e r e i n  a d o p t e d  by  r e f e r e n c e .  

7 .44 .060 A u t h o r i z a t i o n  t o  c o n t r a c t  w i t h  K i n g  
C o u n t y .  The c i t y  manager  i s  a u t h o r i z e d  and  d i r e c t e d  
n e r  i n t o  an a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  K i n g  C o u n t y  a n d  i t s  
d i r e c t o r  o f  g e n e r a l  s e r v i c e s  f o r  t h e  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  
t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  o r d i n a n c e ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  
l i c e n s i n g  p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  b o t h  v e h i c l e s  and  d r i v e r s ;  
p r o v i d e d ,  t h a t  b e f o r e  s u c h  a g r e e m e n t  s h a l l  become 
e f f e c t i v e ,  i t  s h a l l  be  s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  c i t y  c o u n c i l  
f o r  a p p r o v a l .  

S e c t i o n '  2.  I f  any  s e c t i o n ,  s u b s e c t i o n ,  s e n t e n c e ,  
c l a u s e ,  p h r a s e ,  p a r t  o r  p o r t i o n  o f  t h i s  o r d i n a n c e  i s  f o r  
any  r e a s o n  h e l d  t o  be  i n v a l i d  o r  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  b y  any 
c o u r t  o f  c o m p e t e n t  j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  s u c h  d e c i s i o n  s h a l l  n o t  
a f f e c t  t h e  v a l i d i t y  o f  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h i s  
o r d i n a n c e .  

S e c t i o n  3 .  T h i s  o r d i n a n c e  s h a l l  be  i n  f o r c e  and e f f e c t  f i v e  
d a y s  f r o m  a n d  a f t e r  i t s  p a s s a g e  b y  t h e  K i r k l a n d  C i t y  C o u n c i l  and  
p o s t i n g  o r  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  a s  r e q u i r e d  b y  l a w .  



P a s s e d  b y  m a j o r i t y  v o t e  o f  t h e  K i r k l a n d  C i t y  C o u n c i l  i n  
r e g u l a r ,  open  m e e t i n g  t h i s  1 s t  day  o f  April , 1 9 8 5 .  

S i g n e d  i n  a u t h e n t i c a t i o n  t h e r e o f  t h i s  lst day  o f  nDril 
1 9 8 5 .  

ATTEST: 

A d d i n i s t r a t i o n  & F i n a n c e  
C i t y  C l e r k )  

APPRO 0  A S  TO FORM: 3 
I If 

C i t y  A t l t o r n e y  

CERTIFICATION OF POSTING 

I h e r e b y  c e r t i f y  u n d e r  p e n a l t y  o f  p e r j u r y  t h a t  t h e  f o r e g o i n g  
o r d i n a n c e  was p o s t e d  on t h e  2nd day  o f  April , 1985  i n  
a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  R C W  35A.12.160 and  C i t y  o f  
K i r k 1  and O r d i n a n c e  No. 2600 .  



SECONDHAND DEALERS 6.60.160 - 6.60.170 

s i r e  of t h e  business of t h e  v i o l a t o r ,  t h e  gsavity of t h e  v io la t ion ,  t h e  number 
of pas t  and present  v i o l a t i o n s  committed and the  good f a i t h  of the  v i o l a t o r  i n  
at tempting t o  achieve compliance a f t e r  n o t i f i c a t i o n  of the  v io la t ion .  ~ l l  
c i v i l  pena l t i e s  assessed  w i l l  be enforced and co l l ec ted  i n  accordance with t h e  
procedure spec i f i ed  under t h i s  title. (Ord. 1888 A r t .  I V  5 1, 1974). 

6.60.170 Addit ional  enforcement. Notwithstanding t h e  exis tence  o r  use  of 
any o the r  remedy, t h e  d i r e c t o r  may seek l e g a l  o r  equi table  ' r e l i e f  t o  e n j o i n  
any a c t s  o r  p r a c t i c e s  which c o n s t i t u t e  o r  w i l l  c o n s t i t u t e  a v io la t ion  of any 
business l i cense  ordinance o r  o ther  regula t ions  herein adopted. (Ord. 1888 
A r t .  ?X 6 2, 1974). 

Chapter 6.64 
TAXIS - BUSINESSES AND DRIVER2 

Sect ions  : 
6.64.010 
6.64.020 
6.64.030 
6.64.040 
6.64.050 
6.64.060 

Defini t ions.  
Taxicab and for -h i re  l i cense  - Applications. 
Taxicabs, maximum number. 
co lo r  scheme. 

E x p i r a t i o n  of l i censes  and l i cense  fees.  
unlawful t o  operate tax icab  o r  for-hire  vehic les  without 
l i a b i l i t y  insurance. 
xing cdunty taxicab  o r  for -h i re  l i cense  p la t e s .  
Duplicate l i c e n s e  p la tes .  
Rates. 
Display of tax icab  o r  for -h i re  vehic le  number. 
Taximeter. / 
I n s t a l l a t i o n  of taximeters.  
Flag t o  be proper posi t ion.  
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  and capaci ty.  
Driver 'a  l i cense .  
T r i p  sheets .  
Display of l i cense .  
Inspect ion of tax icab  o r  fo r -h i r e  vehicles .  
Direct  route  of t r ave l .  
Unlawful not  t o  pay fare .  
Leaving taxicab  o r  for -h i re  vehic le  unattended. 
Baggage. 
TWO-Way rad io  dispatch.  
Discontinued use a s  tax icab  o r  for -h i re  vehicle .  
S o l i c i t a t i o n  of f a r e s  o r  car ry ing  non-paying passengers o r  p e t s  
of d r ive r .  
Condition of dr iver .  
Suspension -  evocation of for -h i re  d r i v e r ' s  l icenses .  
Licensing fees .  
 or-hire d r i v e r ' s  l i cense  required - Application. 
Qua l i f i ca t ions  f o r  a for -h i re  d r i v e r ' s  l i cense .  
Seattle-King County Health Department. 
F ingerpr in ts  and photographs t o  accompany appl ica t ion .  
Inves t iga t ion  of appl icants  f o r  d r i v e r ' s  l icenses .  
Temporary permit. 
Issuance of fo r -h i r e  d r i v e r ' s  l icense .  

243 - (x ing  County 9-84) 



6.64.010 BUSINESS LICENSES AND REGULATIONS 

6.64.360 Expira t ion  and renewals of fo r -h i r e  d r i v e r ' s  l i censes .  
6.64.370 FOX-hire d r i v e r ' s  l i cense  f ee .  
6.64.380 riamagsd o r  worn-out fo r -h i r e  d r i v e r ' s  l i censes  t o  be 

replaced. . 
I 

6.64.390 I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of dr ivers .  
6.64.400 Renewal of l i c e n s e ,  r e g i s t r a t i o n  o r  parmit - Late penalty. 
6.64.410 Viola t ions  and pena l t i e s .  
6.64.420 C i v i l  penal ty .  
6.64.430 Addit ional  enforcement. 
6.64.440 Scope of author i ty .  
6.64.450 Suff ic iency of need of se rv ice  requi red  a s  l i c e n s e  issuance 

c r i t e r i a ,  f o r  one year from e f f e c t i v e  date.  
6.64.460 Review by county council before  terminat ion of e f f e c t i v e  

date.  
6.64.470 Moratorium. 
6.64.480 Transfer  of permit. 
6.64.490 Driving record. 
6.64.500 Passenger complaints process. 

CROSS - REFERENCE: 
Taxicab ope ra t ing  agreement a t  a i r p o r t ,  s e e  Chs. 15.48 and 15.80 of t h i s  

code. 

6.64.010 Defini t ions.  For purposes of t h i s  chapter  and unless  t h e  context  
p l a i n l y  r e q u i r e s  otherwise, t h e  following d e f i n i t i o n s  apply: 

A. " R f f i l i a t e d  t ax icabm means a t ax icab  as soc ia t ed  with a group of 
t ax icabs  having mul t ip le  owners and opera t ing  under t h e  same color  o r  o the r  
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  scheme, a l l  of which must opera te  under an i d e n t i c a l  schedule 
of r a t e s  and charges. 

8. 'Aff i l ia t ion  representa t ive '  means t h e  indiv idual  o r  organizat ion who 
has t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  f i l e  r a t e s  f o r  a group of a f f i l i a t e d  taxicabs .  

C. "Director '  means t h e  d i r e c t o r  of t h e  King County department o f  
. . execut ive  adminis t ra t ion .  

D. 9nforcement  o f f i c e r m  means t h e  d i r e c t o r  and h i s h e r  duly author ized  
r ep resen ta t ives .  

E. "For-hire d r ive r "  means any person i n  charge Of o r  d r iv ing  a t a x i c a b  
o r  fo r -h i r e  veh ic l e  ca r ry ing  passengers o r  baggage f o r  h i r e ,  a s  h e r e i n a f t e r  - .  
f u r t h e r  defined;  provided, however, t h a t  t h e  provis ions  of t h i s  chapter  s h a l l  
no t  apply t o  d r i v e r s  of motor vehic les  opera ted  by any municipal o r  p r i v a t e l y  
owned, l i c e n s e d  t r a n s i t  system. 

F. "For-hire veh ic l en  means and includes every motor vehic le  o ther  than a 
"s ightsee ing  c a r , "  "cha r t e r  bus' o r  one used by h o t e l  o r  motel keepers  
exclus ive ly  t o  convey t h e i r  guests  t o  and from ho te l s  o r  motels f r e e  of charge 
o r  reward, used f o r  t h e  t r anspor t a t ion  of passengers for -h i re ,  and n o t  
operated exclus ive ly  over a f ixed  and d e f i n i t e  route ;  provided, however, t h a t  
t h i s  d e f i n i t i o n  does no t  inc lude  a motor veh ic l e  with a s e a t i n g  capaci ty ,  
inc luding t h e  d r i v e r ,  not  exceeding f i f t e e n  persons which opera tes  t o  
t r a n s p o r t  passengers between t h e i r  p laces  of abode o r  te rmini  near such 
p laces ,  and t h e i r  p laces  of employment, i n  a s i n g l e ,  d a i l y  round t r i p  where 
t h e  d r i v e r  is a l s o  on t h e  way t o  or from h i s h e r  p lace  of employment. 

Ct. .Licenseem means a l l  appl icants ,  including a f f i l i a t i o n  r ep resen ta t ive ,  
requi red  t o  l i cense  tax icabs  o r  for -h i re  veh ic l e s  under the  provisions of t h i s  
chapter .  

I 
ti. "Special Rate" means discounted r a t e s  f o r  t h e  e lde r ly  and handicapped. 
I .  "Special Services Vehicle" means a vehic le  equipped t o  accommodate and 

which is used f o r  t h e  t r anspor t a t ion  of handicapped persons a s  here in  defined: 
(King County 9-84) 244 - 

< 
-~ - 



TAXIS - WSI?3ESSES AND DRIVERS 6.64.010 - 6.64.020 

The t e r m  handicapped means any person who is physica l ly  o r  mental ly 
d isabled  who has an i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  card i ssued by a governmental agency which 
descr ibes  t h e  handicap and a l s o  has medical c e r t i f i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  handicap 
limits t h e  person's  a c t i v i t i e s ,  funct ioning and a b i l i t y  t o  use pub l i c  
t r anspor t a t ion  f a c i l i t i e s .  

J. -Taxicabn means every motor vehic le  used f o r  t h e  t r anspor t a t ion  of 
passengers for -h i re ,  vhere the route  t r ave led  o r  des t ina t ion  is cont ro l led  by : 
a customer and the  f a r e  is based on an amount recorded and indica ted  on a 
taxfmeter ,  o r  on a s p e c i a l  f a r e  r a t e  o r  cont rac ted  agreement a s  permitted by 
this chapter.  

K. aTaximeterm means any instrument o r  device by which the  charge f o r  
hire of a passenger ca r ry ing  vehic le  is measured o r  ca lcula ted  e i t h e r  f o r  the 
d i s t ance  t r a v e l e d  by such vehic le  o r  f o r  wait ing t i n e ,  o r  f o r  both, and upon 
which such ca lcu la t ed  charges s h a l l  be ind ica ted  by means of f igures .  

L. 'Hotor vehic le"  means every se l f -propel led  vehic le  by o r  upon which 
any person may be t ranspor ted  o r  c a r r i e d  upon a publ ic  s t r e e t ,  highway o r  
a l l e y ;  provided, t h a t  veh ic l e s  used exclus ive ly  upon s t a t i o n a r y  r a i l  t r a c k s ' o r  
propel led  by t h e  use of overhead electric w i r e s . s h a l 1  no t  come under t h e  
provis ions  of t h i s  chapter.  . 

M. .Engage'in t h e  business of operat ing any t ax icab  o r  vehic le  f o r  h i r e "  
means t h e  pickup and t r anspor t a t ion  of any f a r e  paying passenger from a p o i n t  
wi th in  the geographical conf ines  of unincorporated King county, whether o r  no t  
t h e  veh ic l e  i s  dispatched from a taxicab  s t and  o r  o f f i c e  within any o t h e r  

P 
municipal corporat ion,  and whether o r  not t h e  u l t imate  des t ina t ion  o r  rou te  o f  
t r a v e l  is within  t h e  confines of unincorporated King County; provided, t h a t  
nothing in this chapter  s h a l l  be construed t o  apply t o  taxicabs or fo r -h i r e  
veh ic l e s  l i censed  by any o the r  municipal corporat ion and t r anspor t ing  
passengers from a po in t  wi th in  the l i cens ing  municipal i ty t o  a  des t ina t ion  
outs ide  the reo f ,  whether o r  no t  t h e  u l t imate  des t ina t ion  o r  route  t r ave led  is 
wi th in  unincorporated King county. (Ord. 6887 $ 1, 1984: Ord. 4232 5 1, 
1979: Ord. 2914 5 1, 1976: ord. 1888 kt. V 5 56, 1974; Ord. 1120 5 1, 1972) . -  

6.64.020 Taxicab and  or-  ire Vehicle License - ~ p p l i c a t i o ~ s .  It i s  
unlawful t o  own o r  opera te  a w r  vehic le ,  o r  engage i n  the  business of 
opera t ing  a s  a  tax icab  o r  for -h i re  vehic le  i n  t h e  unincorporated areas  of King 
County without f i r s t  having obtained, f o r  each and every vehicle  s o  used, a  
l i c e n s e  from t h e  d i r e c t o r ,  t o  be known a s  a for -h i re  o r  tax icab  l i cense .  
Licenses s h a l l  be obtained i n  t h e  following manner and under the fol lowing 
condi t ions  : 

A. The appl icant  f o r  a  tax icab  o r  fo r -h i r e  vehic le  l i cense  s h a l l  show i n  , 

t h e  app l i ca t ion$  
1. the  t r u e  name and address of t h e  appl icant ;  
2. i f  a  corporat ion,  t h e  names and addresses of the  p r inc ipa l  o f f i c e r s  

and shareholders  thereof ;  
3. t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  under which t h e  vehic le  w i l l  be operated, whether 

a s  tax icab  o r  o the r  vehic le  f o r  N r e ;  
4 .  t h e  year f o r  which the  l i cense  is sought; 
5. t r u e  and accura te  information concerning the  ownership, 

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,  company vehic le  number, t he  name of the  business, f i c t i t i o u s  
o r  o thervise  under which t h e  vehicle  is t o  be operated8 

6. t h e  d i s t ingu i sh ing  color  scheme, design o r  d res s ,  including any 
monogram o r  ins ign ia  t o  be used on such vehic le  o r  vehic les ;  

7. whether he/she o r  any of the  p r inc ipa l  o f f i c e r s  o r  share-holders 
have been convicted of any crimes within t h r e e  years  preceding t h e  da te  of 

app l i ca t ion ;  
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6.64.020 BUSINESS LICENSES AND REGULATIONS . 

8. such other information the director may require, which he/she deems 
reasonably necessary to aid in the enforcement of this chapter. 

8. The director shall inquFre into the correctness of the information 
furnished, and if so satisfied that the applicant has successfully completed a 
written examination, testing the applicant's knowledge of ordinance ,. 

requirements dealing with ownership responsibilities, prerequisites to 
licensing, vehicle/equipment requirements and satisfactory geographic : 
knowledge of King County, the content of which will be prescsibed by the 
director, that the applicant is the bana fide owner of the motor vehicle, has 
met the V ~ X ~ O U S  requirements of this chaptar, that the name under which the - 
applicant is to operate and the color scheme used upon the motor vehicle does 
not conflict with others so used, or tend to deceive the public, that the 
motor vehicle is equipped with proper state license and city of Seattle 
license, if applicable, and is properly insured for the protection of the 
public. as required by law, a license may thereupon be issued in accordance 
with the provisions of this chapter, authorizing the operation of the motor 
vehicle under the classification applied for. 

C. A license may be denied to .any person if the director, after due 
.-investigation, finds that the applicant/owner has: ', 

1. Xade any false statement on the application; 
2. Had a conviction or bail forfeiture involving crimes pertaining to 

alcohol, controlled substances, prostitution, gambling, physical violence, or 
crimes directly related to the applicant's honesty and integrity (fraud, 
larceny, extortion) and ability to properly operate a taxicab business, within 
three years of the date of application; 

3. pails to pass the written exambation required in K.C.C. 6.64.020 B. 
of this chapter; 

4. ~xhibited conduct within the past three years in driving, operating 

I' 
or engaging in the business of operating any taxicab or for-hire vehicle which 
would lead the director to reasonably, conclude that the applicant/owner will 
not comply with chapter requirements relating to vehicle safety and sanitation - 
standards,' insurance requirements,. and vehicle and driver licensing . . 
requirements; 

5. Been refused a taxicab or for-hire 'vehicle license or had such 
license revoked under the provisions of this chapter: provided, however, that 
any applicant denied a license under the proviSi0n~ of this chapter may 
reapply after one year from the denial if the basis for denial no longer ' 
exists; 

6. Engaged in the business of operating any taxicab or vehicle for-hire 
for which a license is required, while unlicensed or on a license suspension. 

Wilful falsification or omission of any information required in the 
application shall constitute grounds for denial of the license. 

D. A taxicab or for-hire vehicle license shall be suspended if the 
licensee: 

1. Pails to maintain in full force and effect the insurance required in 
this chapter; 

2. Fails to comply with the  safety and sanitation requirements of 'this 
chapter: 

3 .  Fails to maintain the taximeter in accurate and good working 
condition. B 
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I E. A t ax icab  o r  fo r -h i r e  vehic le  l i c e n s e  may be suspended o r  revoked i f  
t h e  l icensee  has been found to :  

1. Operate o r  p e r m i t .  t he  operat ion of t h e  vehic le  while using o r  i n  
possession of alcohol  o r  con t ro l l ed  substances,  during its operat ion;  

2. Viola tes 'any  of t h e  provision of t h i s  chapter.  
(ord. 6887 5 2, 1984: Ord. 4598 5 1, 1979: ord. 4232 $ 2, 1979: Ord. 3926 $ 
1, 1978: Ord. 3547 5 1, 1978: Ord. 3146 4 1, 1977: Ord. 2914 5 2, 1976: ord. 
1888 Art. V 5 57, 1974; Ord. 1120 5 2, 1972). 

I 
6.64.030 Taxicabs, maximum number. The maximum number o f  t ax icabs  

I 
authorized t o  operate and f o r  which l i c e n s e s  may be i ssued s h a l l  be based upon 
t h e  populat ion of unincorporated king County as determined by t h e  l a s t  
preceding uni ted  S t a t e s  census, a t  t h e  r a t i o  of one taxicab  on each forty-four 
hundred inhab i t an t s ;  provided, t h a t  this l i m i t a t i o n  s h a l l  no t  a f f e c t  tax icabs  
i n  operat ion under r e c i p r o c a l  l i censes ,  except  as such vehic les  a r e  abandoned 

I through i n a b i l i t y  of opera tors  t o  meet t h e  requirements of t h i s  chapter.  
(ord.  3926 5 2, 1978: Ord. 2914 5 3, 1976: Ord. 1120 $ 3, 1972). 

6.64.040 Color scheme. The d i r e c t o r  s h a l l ,  i n L ' t h e  i n t e r e s t  of p ro tec t ing  
t h e  pub l i c  from being deceived o r  confused, have t h e  exclusive con t ro l  i n  t h e  
g ran t ing  of permission t o  use  any color  scheme, design o r  monogram by any 
taxicab ,  a f f i l i a t e d  t ax icab  o r  vehic le  f o r  h i r e .  1t is unlawful t o  use or 
change any co lo r ,  design,  monogram o r  i n s i g n i a  on any taxicab,  a f f i l i a t e d  
t ax icab  or v e h i c l e  f o r  h i r e  without the p r i o r  permission and approval of t h e  
d i r e c t o r .  F a i l u r e  t o  comply w i t h  this provis ion  s h a l l  be grounds f o r  
revocat ion of any t ax icab ,  a f f i l i a t e d  t ax icab  o r  for -h i re  vehic le  l i cense .  
(Ord. 4232 5 3 ,  1979: a d .  1888 A r t .  V 5 59, 1974; Ord. 1120 5 5, 1972). 

6.64.050 mcpkat ion  of l i c e n s e s  and l i c e n s e  fees .  A l l  l i censes  i s sued  
under t h i s  chapter  s h a l l  expi re  on ~ u g u s t  31s t  of each year. Such l i c e n s e s  
may be renewed by t h e  l i cense  holder f o r  t h e  succeeding year  by making 
app l i ca t ion  the re fo r  with t h e  d i r e c t o r  a t  l e a s t  t e n  days p r i o r  t o  t h e  
exp i ra t ion  date.  (Ord. 4232 5 4, 1979: a rd .  2914 $ 4,  1976: a d .  1120 5 6, 
1972 ) . 

6.64.060 Onlawful t o  opera te  t ax icab  o r  f o r - h . e  vehic les  without 
l i a b i l i t y  Fnsurance. 

A. No such l i cense  s h a l l  be issued unless  t h e  app l i can t  the re fo re  f i l e s  
with the  d i r e c t o r  proof of compliance with RCW Chapter 46.72, a s  now o r  
he rea f t e r  amended. 

B. Addit ional ly,  a l l  app l i can t s  s h a l l  maintain a pol icy of underinsured 
motoris t  coverage which runs t o  t h e  bene f i t  of passengers; provided t h a t  a 
c e r t i f i c a t e  of se l f - insurance  i ssued pursuant t o  IICW 46.29.630 may be f i l e d  
with t h e  d i r e c t o r  i n  l i e u  of such policy.  

C. Such insurance a s  required in A. and B. above, s h a l l  be maintained i n  
f u l l  force  and e f f e c t  f o r  t h e  f u l l  period t o  be covered by t h e  permit appl ied  
f o r ,  and f a i l u r e  t o  do s o  s h a l l  r e s u l t  i n  t h e  automatic suspension of such 
permit. (Ord. 6887 5 3,  1984: Ord. 2914 5 5, 1976: Ord. 1120 7, 1972). 
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6.64.070 King County taxicab or for -h l re  license platefi. The d i r e c t o r  
s h a l l  f u r n i s h  with each taxicab o r  for-hire  l i c e n s e  i ssued one o r  more t a g s  or 
p l a t e s  o r  decals .  kll p l a t e s ,  tags o r  deca l s  s h a l l  bear a number and t h e  year  
f o r  which t h e  l i c e n s e  was i ssued,  together  with the words 'King County Taxicab 
o r   or-Hire License.- The form, ma te r i a l ,  and p o s i t i o d n g  on t h e  veh ic l e  
s h a l l  be as prescr ibed  by t h e  director.- It is unlawful f o r  any owner, . 

opera tor  o r  d r i v e r  of a t a r i c a b  o r  fo r -h i r e  veh ic l e  t o  operate such veh ic l e  
without  having conspicuously displayed on such veh ic l e  a l i cense  p l a t e ,  t a g  o r  
decal  furn ished and author ized  by t h e  d i r e c t o r ,  or t o  operate t h e  vehic le  w i t h  . . . 
expired o r  i l l e g i b l e  lllng County -cab o r  for -h i re  l i cense  p l a t e s ,  tags o r  
decals .  A l l  p l a t e s ,  t a g  o r  decals  s h a l l  be and remain t h e  property of King 
County and upon t h e  revocat ion ,  sur render ,  suspension o r  axpixation of a 
veh ic l e  l i c e n s e ,  o r  i f  found in t h e  possession of any person o the r  than t o  
whom t h e  l i c e n s e  was i ssued,  t h e  p l a t e ,  t a g  o r  deca l  shall be picked up by any 
enforcement o f f i c e r  and re turned to t h e  d i r e c t o r .  ( a d .  6887 fi 4, 1984: a d .  
1888 A r t .  V 5 59, 1974, Ord. 1120 '1  8 ,  1972). 

6.64.080 Duplicate License p la tas .  Whenever a xing County t ax icab  o r  
' f o r - h i r e  l i c e n s e  p l a t e  becomes' lost, destroyed o r  s to len ,  a dupl ica te  may be 
i s sued  by t h e  d i r e c t o r  a t  t h e  expense of t h e  l icensee .  The reques t  f o r  a 
dup l i ca te  l i c e n s e  p l a t e  s h a l l  be accompanied by t h e  l i censee ' s  sworn s ta tement '  
t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  such l i c e n s e  p l a t e  has  become l o s t ,  destroyed o r  s to l en .  
Should t h e  o r i g i n a l  of t h e  ordered dup l i ca te  be l a t e r  found, t h e  o r i g i n a l  
p l a t e  s h a l l  be promptly re turned t o  t h e  d i r ec to r .  It i s  unlawful t o  
manufacture o r  produce any taxicab or fo r -h i r e  vehic le  l i cense  p l a t e  o r  
dup l i ca te s  thereof  he re in  provided except by order  of t h e  d i r ec to r .  (Ord. 
1120 5 9, 1972). 

6.64.090 Rates. 
A. The r a t e s  f o r  t ax icabs  l icensed  t o  opera te  i n  King County s h a l l  be set 

by t h e  King County council .  
B. NO t a x i  s h a l l  have. more than one r a t e ,  on its meter provided t h a t  

s p e c i a l  s e r v i c e s  veh ic l e  meters may have one r a t e  f o r  handicapped passengers  
i n  add i t ion  t o  the  prescr ibed  passenger meter r a t e .  

C. Except f o r  s p e c i a l  o r  con t rac t  r a t e s  and r a t e s  f o r  s p e c i a l  s e r v i c e  
veh ic l e s ,  a s  provided f o r  i n  this chapter ,  it s h a l l  be unlawful f o r  anyone 
ope ra t ing  a t ax icab  l i censed  by Klng County t o  charge, demand o r  rece ive  any 
g r e a t e r  o r  l e s s e r  r a t e  than t h e  following: 

1. For passengers f o r  t h e  f i r s t  1/6th mile..................... ....$ 1.00 
2. Thereaf ter  f o r  each add i t iona l  1/6th mile o r  f r ac t ion  thereof...$0.20 
3. For every one minute of wait ing t:me............................$0.30 
4. Extra charge pe r  passenger over two passengers excluding minors.$0.50 

D. Specia l  r a t e s  a s  def ined  i n  t h i s  chapter  s h a l l  be ca lcu la t ed  as a 
percentage of t h e  meter r a t e .  

E. ~ l l  s p e c i a l  r a t e s  and spec ia l  s e r v i c e  veh ic l e  r a t e s  must be f i l e d  with 
t h e  d i r e c t o r  on forms furnished by t h e  d i r e c t o r .  

F. The county counci l  may, on i t s  own i n i t i a t i v e ,  o r  on t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  of 
t h e  d i r e c t o r ,  enac t  new r a t e s  when it deems such change t o  be i n  t h e  pub l i c  
i n t e r e s t ;  o r  when two t h i r d s  of a l l  t ax icab  permit owners p e t i t i o n  t h e  counci l  
f o r  a change. I f  t h e  r a t e  change does not  n e c e s s i t a t e  a meter adjustment, t h e  
new r a t e  becomes e f f e c t i v e  t h i r t y  (30)  days a f t e r  enactment. I f  a meter 
adjustment i s  requi red ,  t h e  new r a t e  becomes e f f e c t i v e  when the  t a x i  meter is 
approved. 
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I n  reviewing r a t e s  t h e  council s h a l l  t ake  Lnto account, among o t h e r  
th ings ,  and with t h e  ob jec t ive  of p resc r ib ing  a just and reasonable r a t e ,  t h e  
following fac to r s :  

1. The publ ic  need f o r  adequate taxi Senice a t  t he  lowest l e v e l  of 
charges cons i s t en t  w i t h  the provision,  maintenance and continuat ion of such 
serv ice ;  

2. The r a t e s  of o the r  l icensees  opera i ing  i n  similar areas ,  
3. The e f f e c t  of such r a t e s  upon t r anspor t a t ion  of passengers by o the r  

modes of t ranspor ta t ion:  
4. The l i c e n s e e ' s  need f o r  revenue of a l e v e l  vhich under honest,  

e f f i c i e n t  and economical management i s  sufficient t o  c w e r  t h e  cos t  ( including 
a l l  opera t ing  expenses, depreciat ion accruals ,  r e n t s ,  l i cense  f ees  and taxes  
of every k ind)  of providing adequate t a x i  se rv ice ,  p lus  an amount equal t o  
such percentage of t h e  c o s t  a s  is reasonably necessary f o r  the replacement of 
de te r io ra t ed  taxicabs  and a reasonable p r o f i t  t o  t h e  l icensee .  The r e l a t i o n  
of revenues t o  expenses may be deemed the  proper t e s t  of a reasonable p r o f i t .  

G. A l l  t ax icab  r a t e s  s h a l l  be conspicuously displayed i n s i d e  and ou t s ide  
the tax icab  s o  a s  t o  be r e a d i l y  d i sce rn ib le  t o  the passenger. The manner of 
such pos t ing  w i l l  be prescr ibed  by the d i r e c t o r ;  .. 

8 .  1. por new l i c e n s e s  a l l  spec ia l  r a t e s  and/or con t rac t  r a t e s  s h a l l  be 
p a r t  of t h e  app l i ca t ion  process,  and when t h e  l i c e n s e  is issued t h e  r a t e  
becomes e f f e c t i v e  and must be charged; 

2. Por l i censed  taxicabs  changing s p e c i a l  r a t e s ,  changes s h a l l  be 
l imi t ed  t o  two times during t h e  l i cense  year. 

I. It is unlawful t o  make any discriminatory charges t o  any person, o r  t o  
make any r e b a t e  o r  i n  any manner reduce the charge t o  any person unless  such 
i s  i n  conformity with t h e  discounts/surcharges contained i n  t h e  f i l e d  s p e c i a l  
r a t e s ,  except a s  here in  provided. 

J. Every fo r -h i r e  veh ic l e  l icensee  s h a l l ,  before commencing oparat ion,  
f i l e  with t h e  d i r e c t o r  h i s h e r  proposed r a t e  schedule. The f i l e d  r a t e  must: 

1. Be f i l e d  on forms furnished by t h e  d i r ec to r :  
2. Be i n  t h e  form prescr ibed  by t h e  d i r e c t o r ;  
3. Be conspicuously displayed i n s i d e  t h e  for -h i re  vehicle  So a s  t o  be  

r e a d i l y  d i sce rn ib le  t o  t h e  passenger. The manner of such pos t ing  w i l l  be  . 
prescr ibed  by t h e  d i r e c t o r ;  

4. a .  For new l i c e n s e s ,  be p a r t  of t h e  appl ica t ion  process, and when 
t h e  l i cense  i s  issued t h e  r a t e  becomes e f f e c t i v e  and must be charged: 

b. For l icensed  for -h i re  vehic les  changing r a t e s ,  be l b i t e d  t o  two 
times during the  l i cense  year. 

K, The r a t e s  s p e c i f i e d  i n  this sec t ion  f o r  tax icabs  and for -h i re  veh ic l e s  
s h a l l  not  apply t o  t r anspor t a t ion  of persons provided pursuant t o  a  v r i t t e n  
Contract which e s t a b l i s h e s  a  f a r e  a t  a  d i f f e r e n t  r a t e  f o r  Speci f ied  
t r anspor t a t ion  and which i s  entered i n t o  p r i o r  t o  t h e  passenger's request  f o r  
t r anspor t a t ion  and has been previously f i l e d  with t h e  d i r e c t o r ;  provided, t h a t  
no con t rac t  may include any p rov i s ion( s )  t h e  e f f e c t  of which is t o  d i r e c t l y  o r  
i n d i r e c t l y  r equ i re  exclusive use of t h e  t r anspor t a t ion  serv ices  of t h e  
cont rac t ing  taxicab  o r  for -h i re  vehicle .  The con t rac t  s h a l l  not  exceed one 
year.  

L. Operation of any taxicab  o r  for -h i re  l i cense  without t h e  f i l i n g  and 
display of r a t e s ,  a s  herein required, s h a l l  be prima f a c i e  grounds f o r  t h e  
suspension o r ' r e v o c a t i o n  of the  taxicab o r  for -h i re  l icense .  lord. 6887 5 15,  
1984: Ord. 4232 5 5,  1979: md.  2914 5 6,  1976: Ord. 2192 4 1, 1974: Ord. 
1888 A r t .  v $ 61, 1974; Ord. 1238 $ 1, 1972: Ord. 1120 $ i o ,  1972). 
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6.64.100 Display of t ax icab  o r  fo r -h i r e  v e h i c l e  numb8r. It is u n l a w W  
f o r  any t ax icab  o r  fo r -h i r e  vehic le  t o  f a i l  t o  have cunspicuously displayed,  
where it i s  r e a d i l y  d i sce rn ib le  by t h e  passenger, t h e  name, numbex and 
telephone number where t h e  ovner of t h e  t ax icab  o r  for -h i re  veh ic l e  can be 

I 
reached, t h e  s i z e ,  l o c a t i o n  and form thereof  t o  be determined by t h e  
d i r e c t o r .  It i s  unlawful during t h e  hours o f  darkness t o  f a i l  t o  Uluminate  
s u f f i c i e n t l y  such name and numbers. ( a d .  6887 j 5, 1984: (Pd. 1120 5 11, .. 

1972). 

6.64.110 m x i w t e r .  It i s  unlawful f o r  any person t o  dr ive ,  operate,  o r  . -  

engage i n  t h e  business of opera t ing  a t ax icab  unless  t h e  vehic le  is equipped 
with a  taximeter  which has been inspected by t h e  d i r e c t o r ,  o r  approved by the 
c i t y  of S e a t t l e  pursuant  t o  r ec ip roca l  l icens ing .  

It s h a l l  be t h e  duty of the  ovner, d r i v e r ,  o r  any o the r  person having 
possession o r  c o n t r o l  o f  a  tax icab  t o  keep such taximeter  accura te  and i n  good 
working condi t ion  a t  a l l  t imes. P r io r  t o  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  of such taximeter ,  . 
same s h a l l  be  approved f o r  operat ion by an. o f f i c i a l  t e s t i n g  s t a t i o n  s o  
designated by t h e  d i r e c t o r  and upon such approual,  a  w r i t t e n  no t i ce  and l e a d  

. wire  s e a l  s h a l l  be p l a i n l y  posted and a t tached :to t h e  taximeter  f o r  t h e  
information o f  t h e  public .  Such taxicab  meters s h a l l  be rechecked and 
inspec ted  a t  l e a s t  semiannually i n  the.same manner a s  t h e  o r i g i n a l  inspect ion.  

It is unlawful f o r  any person t o  dr ive ,  opera te  o r  engage in t h e  business 
of ope ra t ing  a t ax icab  whenever t h e  l e a d  w i r e  s e a l  of approval has been 
broken, c u t ,  removed o r  i s  missing. 

It is 'unlawful f o r  any person t o  f a i l ,  r e s i s t  o r  r e fuse  t h e  d i r e c t o r  o r  
any duly author ized  agent  t o  test and r e i n s p e c t  t h e  taximeter  a t  any the. 
(ord. 3926 9 3, 1978: a d .  1888 ?ut. V 5 61, 1974, Ord. 1120 $ 12, 1972). 

6.64.120 I n s t a l l a t i o n  of tzaxbeters. m e r y  taximeter  s h a l l  be i n s t a l l e d  
a t  t h e  r i g h t  s i d e  of t h e  d r i v e r ,  e i t h e r  adjo in ing  t h e  cowl o r  dashboard of t h e  
t ax icab  and a t  such he ight  t h a t  the' f l a g  thereof  may be ' readi ly  seen by 
observers  on t h e  s t r e e t .  The reading face  of t h e  taximeter  s h a l l  a t  a l l  t imes  
be wel l  l i g h t e d  and d i s t i n c t l y  readable t o  t h e  passengers wi th in  t h e  vehicle .  
It i s  unlawful t o  change t h e  s i z e  of t h e  wheels o r  t i r e s  of any t ax icab  o r  t h e  
gears  ope ra t ing  t h e  taximeter  o r  t o  change t h e  taximeter  from one veh ic l e  t o  
another  unless  such taximeter  i s  re inspected  and approved. by t h e  d i r e c t o r ;  
provided, however, t h a t  a  l i censee  may change from regu la r  t o  snow o r  Studded 
t i r e s  without re inspect ion  of the  taximeter ,  s o  long a s  the  change does n o t  
Operate t o  inc rease  t h e  mileage r eg i s t e red  by t h e  taximeter.  (Ord. 1120 5 13,  
1972). 

6.64.130 Flag t o  be proper pos i t ion .  ~t is  unlawful f o r  any d r i v e r  of a  
tax icab  while car ry ing  passengers o r  under employment t o  d isp lay  t h e  f l a g  
a t tached t o  t h e  taximeter  a t  such a pos i t ion  a s  t o  denote t h a t  such t ax icab  o r  
for -h i re  vehic le  is no t  employed. The f l a g  of such taximeter  must be r e tu rned  
t o  a  nonrecording pos i t ion  a t  t h e  terminat ion of each and every serv ice .  
(Ord. 1120 $ 14,  1972). 

6.64.140 C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  and capacity. The d i r e c t o r  s h a l l  by inspect ion  
determine t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  and capaci ty  of t h e  vehic le  inspected.  (Ord. 
1120 5 15,  1972).  
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TAXIS - BUSINESSES AND DRIVERS 6-64.150 - 6.64.170 

6.64.150 m i v e r l s  l icense .  ~t is  unlavful  f o r  'any person owning, 
con t ro l l ing ,  o r  engaged i n  t h e  business.  of operat ing taxicabs or fo r -h i r e  
vehic les  t o  employ a s  t h e  d r i v e r  of any such vehic le ,  o r  permit any such 
vehic le  t o  be opera te8  by a d r i v e r  who does n o t  have i n  h i s  possession a v a l i d  
fo r -h i r e  d r i v e r ' s  l icense .  

I f  any d r ive r  of a  t ax icab  o r  for -h i re  vehic le  s h a l l ,  be convic t id  of 
d r iv ing  such vehic le  while under the inf luence  of o r  a f f ec ted  by l iquor  o r  
drugs, t h e  for -h i re  d r i v e r ' s  l i c e n s e  of such d r ive r  s h a l l  be revoked and he 
s h a l l  no t  be  granted a fo r -h i r e  d r i v e r ' s  l i cense  f o r  a period of a t  l e a s t  one 
year  from t h e  da te  of such conviction. (ord. ~ U O  5 16,  1972). 

6.64.160 T r i p  sheets .  It i s  unlawful f o r  any person owning o r  ope ra t ing  
any taxicab  o r  fo r -h i r e  veh ic l e  t o  f a i l  t o  keep an accura te  d a i l y  record on a 
t r i p  shee t ,  t h e  form and s i z e  t o  be determined and approved by t h e  d i r ec to r .  
A l l  d a i l y  t r i p  shee t s  s h a l l  be kept  on f i l e  f o r  a period of two years  a t  t h e  
address f o r  which t h e  vehic le  fo r -h i r e  l i c e n s e  is  issued. Al l  d a i l y  t t i p  
shee t s  s h a l l  be open f o r  inspect ion  by t h e  d i r e c t o r  either while c a r r i e d  i n  
t h e  vehic le  f o r  h i r e  o r  a t  t h e  address of the l i c e n s m .  

It is unlawful f o r  any t ax icab  o r  fo r -h i r e  d r i v e r  to f a i l  o r  r e fuse  t o  
t u r n  i n  h i s  t r i p  shee t  o r  moneys c o l l e c t e d  from t a x i - t r i g  f a r e s  t o  h i s  
employer o r  h i s  duly author ized  agent  a t  t h e  end of each s h i f t  worked. 

The fol lowing information s h a l l  be contained on each t r i p  sheet:  
A. The d r i v e r ' s  name a s  l i censed  and for -h i re  d r i v e r ' s  l i cense  number; 
B. The d r i v e r ' s  residence address and telephone numbarr 
C. The company name and veh ic l e  number! 
D. The da te ,  time and p lace  of o r i y i n  and dismissal  of each t r i p  

( inc luding t r i p s  where t h e  passenger d id  not  complete an actual t r i p ) ;  
E. The f a r e  co l l ec ted  o r  t o  be charged; 
F. The number of passengers paying o r  no t  paying and any o ther  items f o r  

which a charge was o r  was no t  made; . 

G. The beginning and ending speedometer mileage of the vehic le  f o r  each 
s h i f t  workedr 

H. The beginning and ending t i m e  f o r  each shift worked; 
I. The beginning and ending meter readings f o r  each s h i f t  worked1 
J. I f  t h e  t r i p  is made pursuant t o  a  con t rac t  a s  speci f ied  i n  Sect ion  

6.64.090, t h e  t r i p  shee t  s h a l l  a l s o  show t h e '  f a r e  a s  indica ted  by t h e  meter 
and an i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  con t rac t  under which t h e  t r anspor t a t ion  i s  
provided. 
The d r ive r  of any t ax icab  o r  fo r -h i r e  vehic le  s h a l l ,  on reques t  of any 
Passenger paying him a f a r e  f o r  any t r i p ,  i s s u e  a  r e c e i p t  showing such 
information f o r  s a i d  t r i p .  

Fa i lu re  t o  keep an accura te  d a i l y  t r i p  shee t  o r  the  withholding of a  t r i p  
shee t  o r  f a r e  moneys c o l l e c t e d  by a for -h i re  d r ive r  from h i s  employer o r  h i s  
duly authorized agent s h a l l  be grounds f o r  suspension o r  revocation of h i s  
fo r -h i r e  d r i v e r ' s  l i cense .  (Ord. 2914 $ 7 ,  19761 a d .  1120 $ 17. 1972)-  

6.64.170 Display of l icense .  Every owner o r  operator  of any t ax icab  o r  
for -h i re  veh ic l e  s h a l l  a t  a l l  t imes ca r ry  i n  such vehicle  pmU.itS i s sued  by 
the  Department of Motor Vehicles of the  s t a t e  of Washington and the  c i t y  of 
S e a t t l e ,  i f  appl icable ,  showing such vehic le  . t o  be properly insured  f o r  t h e  
pro tec t ion  of the  ~ u b l i c ,  and a l s o  t h e  l i c e n s e s  and permits i ssued pursuant t o  
t h i s  chapter .  (Ord. 2914 $ 8 ,  1976: Ord. i 1 2 0  5 18,  1972). 
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6.64.180 Inspect ion  of taxicab o r  fo r -h i r e  vehiclee.  . A l l  vehicles 
operated under t h e  a u t h o r i t y  of this chapter  s h a l l  be made a v a i l a b l e  f o r  
inspect ion  by t h e  d i r e c t o r  o r  h i s h e r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  a t  any reasonable t ime o r  

I 
place.  The d i r e c t o r  s h a l l  i n spec t  t h e  v e h i c l e  t o  determine c l e a n l i n e s s ,  
proper  equipment, good appearance, and s a f e  ope ra t ing  condition. 

A. A t a x i c a b  o r  fo r -h i r e  vehic le  s h a l l ,  be deemed t o  be of s a f e  condi t ion  
f o r  t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  of passengers when t h e  fol lowing minimum requirements -' 

have been complied w i t h :  \ 

1. The vehic le  must be no more than  s i x  years  o l d  ( inc luding t h e  
cu r ren t  model yea r )  nor have t r ave led  =re  than 100,000 miles.  If more than  - 
s i x  years  o l d  o r  i f  it has t r ave led  100,000 miles  o r  more, t h e  veh ic l e  must be 
replaced,  un les s  t h e  veh ic l e  owner submits a  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  of s a f e t y  completed 
i n  a  manner prescr ibed  by t h e  d i r ec to r ;  

2. An e f f i c i e n t  and operable v indsh ie ld  wiper mechanism; 
3 .  An adequate braking system inc luding emergency o r  aux i l i a ry ;  
4. A complete l i g h t i n g  system, e x t e r i o r  and i n t e r i o r ,  and inc lud ing  

s i g n a l i n g  devices  and emergency f l a she r s ;  
5. Rear-view mirrors ;  
6. Glass  (windshield and r e a r )  f r e e  o f  breaks, c racks  o r  d e f e c t s  

s u f f i c i e n t  t o  mar v i s ion ;  
7. T i r e s  with minimum t r e a d  depth of 2/32 inches a s  de te rmhed  by 

gauge, and f r e e  of v i s i b l e  de fec t s t  
8. Adequate shocks, s t ee r ing ,  exhaust  and o the r  mechanical systems 

requi red  f o r  s a f e  opera t ion  of t h e  vehic le ;  
9. o t h e r  s a f e t y  equipment a s  may be determined from t h  t o  tima by t h e  

d i r e c t o r  t o  be  necessary f o r  t h e  s a f e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  of passengers. 
B. A t a x i c a b  o r  fo r -h i r e  veh ic l e  s h a l l  be deemed t o  be of good 

appearance, c l ean  and s a n i t a r y  where t h e  fol lowing minimum condit ions e x i s t :  
1. The veh ic l e  s e a t s  a r e  unbroken, have no r i p s  i n  the upholstery and 

no exposed sp r ings ;  
2. I n s i d e  door handles a r e  present  and opera te  properly;  
3. The veh ic l e  has  a  funct ioning hea te r ;  
4. Windows r o l l  up/down properly; 
5. Loose dirt, grease,  ashes, d u s t ,  o r  l i k e  substances a r e  no t  p r e s e n t  

t o  t h e  degree t h a t  such i s  v i s i b l e  t o  and would be phys ica l ly  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  a  
passenger s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  vehic le ;  

6. The veh ic l e  has no t o r n  o r  r ipped f l o o r  mats t h a t  could pose a  ' 

hazard on e n t e r i n g  o r  e x i t i n g  t h e  vehic le ,  
7. o t h e r  reasonable condit ions a s  may be determined by t h e  d i r e c t o r  t o  

be necessary f o r  the  s a f e  and s a n i t a r y  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  of passengers for -h i re .  
I f  t h e  d i r e c t o r  determines during h i s h e r  in spec t ion  t h a t  t h e  condi t ion  of 

any t ax icab  o r  veh ic l e  fo r -h i r e  needs co r rec t ion ,  he/she s h a l l  i s s u e  t o  t h e  
opera tor  o r  d r i v e r  thereof  a  not ice  i n  w r i t i n g  speci fy ing  such de fec t s  and t h e  
same s h a l l  be  remedied immediately o r  by a l a t e r  d a t e  determined by t h e  
d i r e c t o r .  

I t  is unlawful t o  f a i l  t o  comply with any w r i t t e n  no t i ce  by t h e  d i r e c t o r  
t o  make co r rec t ions  on t h e  tax icab  o r  fo r -h i r e  vehic le .  (Ord. 6887 5 
6,  1984: Ord. 1120 8 19,  1972). 

6.64.190 Direc t  r o u t e  of t r ave l .  Any d r i v e r  of a  tax icab  o r  fo r -h i r e  
veh ic l e  employed t o  c a r r y  passengers t o  a  d e f i n i t e  p o i n t  s h a l l  t ake  t h e  most 
d i r e c t  route  poss ib le  t h a t  w i l l  ca r ry  t h e  passenger s a f e l y  and expedi t ious ly  
t o  h i s  des t ina t ion .  (Ord. 1120 5 20, 1972). 
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6.64.200 #awful n o t  t o  pay f a re .  It is unlawful for.  any for -h i re  d r i v e r  
t o  r e fuse  t o  accept  a s  a  passenger any person of proper deportment who 
reques ts  a  r i d e  when t h e  tax icab  o r  fo r -h i r e  vehic le  is vacant or n o t  
employed, and it is unlawful f o r  any person t o  r e f u s e  t o  pay t h e  r egu la r  f a r e  
f o r  a  tax icab  o r  for -h i re  vehic le  a f t e r  having h i r e d  t h e  same. (Ord. 1120 § 
21, 1972). 

6.64.210 Leaving t ax icab  or for -h i re  veh ic l e  unattended. It is unlawful 
f o r  any d r i v e r  of a  t ax icab  o r  fo r -h i r e  veh ic l e  t o  leave  the same unattended. 
o r  t o  make r e p a i r s  t h e r e t o  o r  wash such vehic le  while i n  a  tax icab  zone; 
except t h a t  a  period of not  t o  exceed s i x t y  minutes is allowed such for-hire  
d r i v e r  f o r  purposes of tak ing  h i s  meals o r  shopping, during which time such. 
t ax icab  o r  fo r -h i r e  veh ic l e  may be l e f t  unattended a s  long a s  t h e  vehic le  i s  
locked and does not  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  o the r  tax icabs  o r  for -h i re  vehic les  wi th in  
such zone. ( a d .  1120 5 22, 1972). 

6.64.220 Baggage. Persons served w i t h  a  t ax icab  o r  fo r -h i r e  vehi;le 
hereunder s h a l l  be e n t i t l e d  t o  have with them t h e i r  v a l i s e s  o r  small hand 
baggage a s  can be conveniently c a r r i e d  wi th in  the. vehic le  loaded, conveyed, 
and unloaded v i t h o u t  charge. (Ord. 1120 $ 23, 1972). 

6.64.230 Two-way rad io  dispatch. If t h e  t ax icab  o r  for -h i re  vehic le  is 
equipped w i t h  a  r a d i o  d ispatch  system, it is unlawful f o r  any fo r -h i r e  d r i v e r  
t o  f a i l  t o  respond t o  a  c a l l  from the dispatcher  t o  pick up a passenger when 
So requested or t o  f a i l  t o  keep t h e  r a d i o  i n  t h e  t ax icab  o r  for -h i re  veh ic l e  
opera t ing  a t  a l l . t i m e s  during t h e  s h i f t  t h e  t ax icab  o r  for -h i re  vehic le  is 
operated. A l l  such equipped taxicabs  o r  fo r -h i r e  vehic les  s h a l l  have 
conspicuously placed on t h e  veh ic l e  by t h e  name of t h e  cab, the  telephone 
number from which t h e  t ax icab  o r  fo r -h i r e  veh ic l e  may be rad io  dispatched. 
(Ord. 6887 $ 7, 1984: 3rd. 1120 $ '24. ,1972).  

6.64.240 Discontinued use  as taxicab o r  fo r -h i r e  vehicle .  A l l  taxicabs o r  
fo r -h i r e  veh ic l e s  l i censed  under this chapter  when discontinued f o r  use a s  a  
t ax icab  o r  fo r -h i r e  vehic le  s h a l l  be s u f f i c i e n t l y  r eps in ted  forthwith with a  
color  t h a t  w i l l  no t  tend t o  confuse o r  l e a d  t h e  pub l i c  t o  be l ieve  t h e  veh ic l e  
may s t i l l  be a  tax icab  o r  fo r -h i r e  vehic le  and may not  be used on the  s t r e e t  
f o r  p r i v a t e  t r anspbr t a t ion  u n t i l  t h e  r epa in t ing  has been completed. F a i l u r e  
t o  Comply with t h e  provisions of t h i s  sec t ion  s h a l l  be grounds f o r  revocat ion 
of such l i cense .  (Ord. 1120 5 25, 1972). 

6.64.250 S o l i c i t a t i o n  of f a r e s  o r  ca r ry ing  non-paying passengers o r  
pe- Of dr iver .  

A. It is unlawful f o r  any fo r -h i r e  d r i v e r  t o  c r u i s e  a t  Sea-Tac a i r p o r t .  
B. I t  is unlawful f o r  any for -h i re  d r i v e r  t o  d r ive ,  o r  Operate a t ax icab  

O r  for -h i re  vehic le  on t h e  lower l e v e l  passenger pick-up a t  Sea-Tac a i r p o r t  
without having on d isp lay  a P o r t  of S e a t t l e  authorized permit. 

C. I t  is  unlawful f o r  any fo r -h i r e  o r  t ax icab  d r ive r  t o  s o l i c i t  on t h e  
Sea-Tac a i r p o r t  terminal  d r i v e s  o r  in s ide  t h e  a i r p o r t  terminal  building. 

D. I t  i s  unlawful f o r  any fo r -h i r e  d r ive r  t o  haul any add i t iona l  
Passengers o r  any non-paying passenger(s )  o r  p e t ( s ) ,  o ther  than those  
belonging t o  the  f a r e  paying passenger ( s ) ,  when t h e  tax icab  O r  for -h i re  
Vehicle has been engaged fo r -h i r e  and/or is occupied a l ready by a paying 
Passenger o r  passengers,  provided t h a t  t h i s  i s  not intended t o  preclude a 
l icensed for -h i re  d r i v e r  a c t i n g  a s  a  t r a i n e r ,  from accompanying a d r ive r  
t r a inee  while he/she is ca r ry ing  paying passengers.  (ord. 6867 5 8, 19M: 
Ord. 1 1 2 0  $ 26, 1972).  
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6.64.260 Condition of dr iver .  It is unlawful f o r  any fo r -h i r e  d r i v e r  t o  
consume any a l coho l i c  beverage a t  any time wi th in  e i g h t  hours of r e p o r t i n g  f o r  
duty ,  o r  while  on duty a s  a  d r i v e r  t o  opera te  any taxicab  o r  fo r -h i r e  veh ic l e  
while under t h e  in f luence  of o r  a f f e c t e d  by in tox ica t ing  l iquors ,  na rco t i c s ,  

P 
b a r b i t u r a t e s  o r  any medicine t h a t  s h a l l  impair h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  dr ive .  

It is unlawful f o r  any for -h i re  d r i v e r  t o  dr ive ,  ope ra te ,  o r  be in a 
t ax icab  o r  for -h i re  veh ic l e  i n  a  pos i t ion  t o  d r i v e  o r  opera te  f o r  longer than  
t e n  hours i n  any one twenty-four hour period. (Ord. 1120 $ 27, 1972). 

6.64.270 Suspension - Revocation of for -h i re  d r ive r ' s  l i censes .  Any 
d r i v e r  of a t ax icab  o r  for -h i re  veh ic l e  s h a l l  have h i s h e r  for -h i re  d r i v e r ' s  
l i c e n s e  suspended o r  revoked i f :  
. A. A t  any time h is /her  S t a t e  of Washington m t o r  Vehicle Operator 's  
License is suspended o r  revoked; 

B. It i s  discovered a f t e r  l i c e n s e  issuance ' t h a t  he/she has an i n f i r m i t y  
of t h e  body o r  mind which renders  h i d e r  u n f i t  f o r  t h e  s a f e  operat ion of a  
motor vehic le1  

C. He/she uses o r  is found t o  be in  possession of con t ro l l ed  substances 
or a lcohol  while  i n  o r  while  opera t ing  any taxicab or for -h i re  vehic le ;  

D. Charges a  passenger a  r a t e  o r  f a r e  o the r  than t h a t  provided f o r  i n  the 
r a t e  s e t  by King County; 

E. A t  any time he/she f a i l s  t o  meet the q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  a  fo r -h i r e  
d r ive r ;  

P. V io la t e s  any of the provisions of t h i s  chapter.  
(Ord. 6887 $ 9, 1984: Ord. 1120 § 28, 1972). 

6.64.280 Licensing fees .  It is unlawful t o  engage in t h e  business of 
ope ra t ing  a t ax icab  o r  fo r -h i r e  vehic le  as defined i n  t h i s  chapter  without  
f i r s t  having obtained a v a l i d  l i cense  t o  do so. This l i cenee  s h a l l  he known 
as, and the f e e  s h a l l  be a s  f o l l w s :  . 

A. Taxicab l i c e n s e  ....................$ 115.00 per vehicle .  
B. For-hire veh ic l e  l i c e n s e  ........... $120.00 per  vehic le .  
C. ' T r a n s f e r  of equipment fee...........$ 15.00 f o r  each t r a n s f e r  of 

vehic le  during t h e  l i c e n s e  
year .  (Urd. 6887 5 10, 1984: Ord. 5799 $ 8, 1981: Ord. 4232 4 6,1979: md .  
3926 5 4,  1978; Ord. 2914 9, 1976: a d .  1120 5 29, 1972). 

. . .  

6.64.290 For-hire d r i v e r ' s  l i cense  requi red  - Application. It i s  unlawful 
f o r  any person t o  d r i v e  o r  operate a  tax icab  O r  fo r -h i r e  veh ic l e  i n  t h e  
unincorporated a reas  of , ~ i n g  County without f i r s t  having obtained a v a l i d  
l i c e n s e  t o  do so,  which l i cense  s h a l l  be known a s  a  for -h i re  d r i v e r ' s  
l i cense .  The l i c e n s e  s h a l l  be obtained i n  t h e  following manner: 

The app l i can t  s h a l l  f i l e  an app l i ca t ion  on a form furnished by t h e  
d i r e c t o r ,  which s h a l l  be s igned and sworn t o  by t h e  app l i can t  and s h a l l  
contain:  Name, he igh t ,  weight,  co lor  of h a i r  and eyes,  res idence  address ,  
p l ace  and d a t e  of b i r t h ,  l a s t  place of employment, whether o r  not  t h e  l i c e n s e  
was ever suspended o r  revoked and f o r  what cause, and such o the r  information 
a s  may reasonably be required.  The app l i can t  s h a l l  on the  app l i ca t ion  g ive  
t h e  names and mail ing addresses of four  persons, not  r e l a t i v e s ,  who have known 
t h e  app l i can t  f o r  a t  l e a s t  two years pas t .  ( a d .  6887 $ 11, 1984: Ord. 4232 
$ 7 ,  1979: Ord. 2914 j 10, 1976: Ord. 1120 j 30, 1972). m 

6.64.300' Qua l i f i ca t ions  f o r  a  fo r -h i r e  d r i v e r ' s  l i cense .  
A. No person s h a l l  be i ssued a fo r -h i r e  d r i v e r ' s  l i c e n s e  unless  he/she 

possesses t h e  following q u a l i f i c a t i o n s :  
1. n u s t  be a t  l e a s t  eighteen years of age; 
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- TAXIS - BUSINESSES AND DRIVERS 6.64.300 - 6.64.310 
2. nust possess a valid state of Washington motor vehicle operator's 

licenser 
3. Must be free from any infirmity of body or mind which would render the 

applicant unfit for safe operation of a motor vehicle, and shall have 
submitted to a medical examination by a licensed physician and filed with the 
director a certificate from said physician certifying his/her fitness as a 
for-hire driver. The scope of the examination and the certificate form shall ; 
be prescribed by the Seattle-King County health department. Such examination 
shall be required at least every four (4) years but not for renewals of such 
license; provided however, the director may at any time at hisher discretion . 
require any licensee to be so examined and to secure such a certificate or 
renewal thereof; 

4. Must not be found to be addicted to the use of intoxicating liquor, 
dangerous drugs or narcotics; 

5. Must successfully complete a written examination administered at the 
time of initial application. The examination will test the applicant's 
knowledge of the chapter requirements dealing with fare determinatibn, 
driver-passenger relations, conduct .including the applicant's ability to 
.,understand oral and written directions in the English language, vehicle safety 
requirements and driver regulations, and a satisfactory geographic knowledge 
of King County. . The content of the examination will be prescribed by the 
director. All current licensees must take and pass this examination in order 
to secure renewal of their licenses during the year after this chapter becomes I 
law; provided that, after a driver once passes this examination, he/she shall 
not have to pass the examination again as a requirement for license renewal 
unless he/she has not been an active driver for a period of more than two 
years. 

B. No license will be issued if the applicant has: 
1. Made any false statement in hisher application; 
2. Made a conviction or bail forfeiture involving crimes pertaining to 

controlled substances, alcohol, prostitution, gambling, physical violence, or 
crimes directly related to the applicant's honesty and integrity (fraud, 
larcency, extortion) within three years of the date of application; 

3. Has been found to have exhibited .past conduct in driving or 
operating a taxicab or for-hire vehicle which would lead the director to 
reasonably conclude that the applicant will not comply with the provisions of 
the chapter related to driver/operator conduct and the sate operation of the 
vehicle; 

4. Has been found to have exhibited a past driving record which would 
lead the director to reasonably conclude that the applicant would not operate 
the taxicab or for-hire vehicle in a safe manner. (Ord. 6887 $ 12, 1984: 
Ord. 2302 5 1, 1975: Ord. 1888 ut. V $ 62, 1974; Ord. 1120 5 31, 1972). 

6.64.310 ~eattle-King county Health Department. Any applicant who fails 
to pass a satisfactory medical examination may be re-examined after thirty 
days from the original examination, and if following such re-examination the 
certificate herein required from the Seattle-King County ileal* Department is 
issued, the applicant mav be licensed in accordance with the ~r0visi0nS of . - 
this chapter. (Ord. 1120 -5 32, 1972). 
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6.64.320 - 6.64.360 BUSINESS LICENSES AND REGDLBTIONS 

6.64.320 Fingerprfn ts  and photographs t o  accompany appl ica t ion .  Each 
app l i ca t ion  f o r  a  for -h i re  d r i v e r ' s  l i c e n s e  s h a l l  be accompanied by a complete 
s e t  of f i n g e r p r i n t s  of t h e  appl icants ,  and a l s o  by t h r e e  recent  dup l i ca te  

u 
photographs of t h e  app l i can t  of t h e  s i z e  t o  be determined by the d i r e c t o r .  
One photograph s h a l l  be r e t a i n e d  i n  t h e  records  of the  business license 
s e c t i o n  and t h e  second a t t ached  t o  t h e  l i c e n s e  i n  such manner t h a t  it cannot . 
be removed and another photograph s u b s t i t u t e d  t h e r e f o r  without detect ion;  the ' . 

t h i r d  photograph together  w i t h  t h e  name, address and l i c e n s e  number s h a l l  be 
prominently displayed i n s i d e  the taxicab  s o  a s  t o  be r e a d i l y  d i sce rn ib le  t o  

. . 
any passenger. (Ord. 1888 A r t .  V 5 63, 19741 Ord. 1120 5 33, 1972). 

6.64.330 Inves t iga t ion  o f  app l i can t s  for driver's l i censes .  When an 
app l i ca t ion  f o r  a fo r -h i r e  d r i v e r ' s  l i c e n s e ,  duly s igned and sworn t o  and 
accompanied by t h e  r equ i red  c e r t i f i c a t e  of the Seattle-King County Health 
Department has been rece ived by t h e  d i r e c t o r ,  he s h a l l  i nves t iga te  t h e  
s ta tements  contained t h e r e i n ,  and may obta in  such o ther  information concerning 
t h e  a p p l i c a n t ' s  cha rac te r ,  i n t e g r i t y ,  personal  h a b i t s ,  p a s t  conduct and 
genera l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  a s  w i l l  show t h e  a p p l i c a n t ' s  a b i l i t y  and s k i l l  a s  a  
d r i v e r  of a  motor veh ic l e  f o r ' h i s e ,  and h i s  honesty, i n t e g r i t y  and charac ter  
f o r  t h e  purpose of determining whether t h e  app l i can t  i s  a s u i t a b l e  person t o  
d r i v e  a  motor veh ic l e  f o r  h i r e .  A l l  app l i ca t ions  f o r  for -h i re  d r i v e r ' s  
l i c e n s e s  s h a l l  become n u l l  and void a f t e r  s i x t y  days from d a t e  of f i l i n g ,  if 
t h e  a p p l i c a n t  f o r  any reason f a i l s  o r  neg lec t s  t o  ob ta in  a  l icense.  ( a d .  
1888 Art. V 5 64, 1 9 7 4 ~  Ord. 1120 5 34, 1972). 

6.64.340 Temporary permit.  Upon app l i ca t ion  f o r  a  for -h i re  d r i v e r ' s  
l i c e n s e ,  t h e  d i r e c t o r  may i s s u e  a temporary fo r -h i r e  d r i v e r ' s  permit which 
s h a l l  e n t i t l e  t h e  app l i can t  t o  opera te  a  t ax icab  o r  o ther  for -h i re  veh ic l e  
pending f i n a l  a c t i o n  upon h i s  , a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  a  period not  t o  exceed 
fo r ty - f ive  days1 provided, t h a t  any such temporary permit may be revoked f o r  
f a l s i f i c a t i o n  of information on t h e  appl ica t ion .  Such temporary permit s h a l l  
not  be t r a n s f e r a b l e  o r  ass ignable  and s h a l l  be v a l i d  only w i t h  t h e  tax icab  o r  
fo r -h i r e  v e h i c l e  company t o  which it was o r i g i n a l l y  issued. Whenever t h e  
ho lde r  of such a temporary permit  leaves t h e  o r i g i n a l  employment, the employer 
s h a l l  n o t i f y  t h e  d i r e c t o r  wi th in  f i v e  days. (Ord. 1120 5 35, 1972). 

6.64.350 Issuance of fo r -h i r e  d r i v e r ' s  l i cense .  I f  t h e  d i r e c t o r  is 
s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  t h e  app l i can t  f o r  a  fo r -h i r e  d r i v e r ' s  l i c e n s e  possesses t h e  
q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  and i s  a s u i t a b l e  person t o  d r i v e  a  motor vehic le  f o r  h i r e  
under t h e  provis ions  of t h i s  chapter ,  he s h a l l  i s s u e  him a for -h i re  d r i v e r ' s  
l i c e n s e  which w i l l  e n t i t l e  him t o  d r ive  and opera te  a  motor vehic le  f o r  h i r e  
wi th in  King County. (Ord. 1120 5 36, 1972). 

6.64.360 Expirat ion and renewals of for-hise driver's licenSeS. A l l  
f o r -h i r e  d r i v e r a s  l i c e n s e s  s h a l l  exp i re  one year  from t h e  day t h e  l i cense  was 
granted and must be renewed within t en  days from t h e  da te  of exp i ra t ion ,  
except a s  otherwise provided i n  this chapter .  ~ p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  renewal s h a l l  
be made t o  t h e  d i r e c t o r  and s h a l l  conta in  such information a s  he may deem 
necessary,  whereupon he may renew t h e  l i c e n s e  f o r  a  period of one year ;  
provided, however, t h a t  i n  t h e  event it appears t h a t  t h e  l icensee  has become 
phys ica l ly  o r  mentally incapac i t a t ed  t o  a  degree s o  a s  t o  make the  d r iv ing  of 
.an automobile o r  o ther  motor vehicle  by t h e  l i c e n s e e  a  danger t o  the  publ ic ,  
t h a t  t he  d i r e c t o r  may r equ i re  the  l i censee  t o  be re-examined by a l i censed  

I 
physician and procure from t h a t  physician a s a t i s f a c t o r y  c e r t i f i c a t e  before  
such fo r -h i r e  d r i v e r ' s  l i c e n s e  may be renewed. (Ord. 2914 $ 11, 1976: Ord. 
1888 A r t .  V 5 65, 1974; ord .  1120 $ 37, 1972).  
,..>. - .  , - - - -  I 



TAXIS - BUSINESSES AND DRIVERS 6.64.370 - 6.64.420 
6.64.370 For-hire driver's license fee. The fee for'a for-hire driver's 

license shall be as follows: For each license, thirty dollars. (Ord. 6887 3 
13, 1984: Ord. 5799 6 9, 1981: Ord. 2914 6 12, 1976: Ord. 1888 Art. V $ 66, 
1974; Ord. 1120 38, 1972 1 .  

6.64.380 Damaged or worn-out for-hire driver's licenses to be replaced. 
When the license is worn out, damaged or othe.mise unfit for use, the director '' 

may require the license to be replaced in the same form as the original 
license, at the expense of the licensee. (Ord. 1120 5 39, 1972). 

6.64.390 Identification of drivers. Every for-hire driver shall wear 
or display a badge of identification or sign, plaque, or card, the size, form, 
content and placement to be determined and approved by the director, and such 
badge, sign, plaque, or card shall be worn by such for-hire driver or placed 
in the taxicab or for-hire vehicle at all times while he/she is operating such 
taxicab or for-hire vehicle. 

The for-hire driver's license shall at all times be carried on the person 
of the licensee; and shall on request be exhibited by the licensee to any 
passenger or to any police officer or other enforcement officer. (Ord. 6887 5 
14, 1984: Ord. 1120 40, 1972). 

6.64.400 Renewal of license, registration or permit - Late penalty. A 
late penalty shall be charged on all applications for renewal of a license, 
registration or permit received later than ten working days after the 
expiration date of such license, registration or permit as set forth in the 
respective resolution or ordinance establishing the expiration date of such 
license, registration or permit. The amount of such penalty is fixed as 
follow?: 

For a license, registration or permit requiring a fee of fifty cents or 
more, but less than fifty dollars, twenty percent of the required feel 

For a license, registration or permit requiring a fee of fifty dollars or 
more, but less than one thousand dollars, ten percent of the required fee; 

For a license, registration or permit requiring a fee of one thousand 
dollars or more, five percent of the required fee. (Ord. 1888 Art. IV $ 3, 
1974). 

6.64.410 Violations and penalties. Any person violating or failing to 
comply with any of the provisions of this chapter is guilty of a misdemeanor 
and upon conviction thereof shall be punished by a fine in any sum not 
exceeding two hundred fifty dollars or by imprisonment in the county jail for 
a period not exceeding ninety days. (Ord. 1120 5 45, 1972). 

6.64.420 Civil penalty. In addition to or as an alternative to any other 
Penalty provided herein or by law any person who violates any provision of any 
business license ordinance shall be subject to a civil penalty in an amount 
not to exceed two hundred fifty dollars per violation to be directly assessed 
by the director. The director, in a reasonable manner, may vary the amount of 
the penalty assessed to consider the appropriateness of the penalty to the 
size of the business of the violator; the gravity of the violation; the number 
of past and present violations committed and the good faith of the violator in 
attempting to achieve compliance after notification of the violation. All 
civil penalties assessed will be enforced and collected in accordance with the 
Procedure specified under this title. . (Ord. 1888 Art. IV 5 1, 1974). 
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6.64.430 - 6.64.480 BUSINESS LICENSES AND REGULATIONS 

6.64.430 Additional enforcement. Notwithstanding the. existence or use of 
any other remedy, the director may seek legal or equitable relief to enjoin 
any acts or practices which constitute or will 'constitute a violation of any 

I 
'business license ordinance or other regulations herein adopted. (Ord. 1888 
Art. IV 5 2, 1974). 

6.64.440 Scope of authority. Unless' otherwise specifically stated, 
binding provisions shall apply to all licensees operating in the 
unincorporated areas of King County and other jurisdictions or public agencies 
authorized to contract for aenices with King County under the authorities 
provided in the Interlocal Agreement Act, W3W 39.34, as amended, provided, 
that should provisions herein conflict with those contained in any such 
interlocal agreement, the interlocal agreement shall supersede in all cases. 
(ad. 4232 5 9, 1979). 

6.64.450 Sufficiency of need for aenice requixed aa license issuance , 
criteria, for one year from effective date. For one year from the effective 
date of the ordinance codified in this. chapter any applicant for a taxicab or 
for-hire license, other than those vehicles currently licensed, shall continue 
to be required to show that there is a bona fide need for taxicab or for-hire 
service in the unincorporated area of King County. The deletion of this' 
requirement in Section 6.64.020 B. is therefor delayed one year from the 
effective date of the ordinance codified in this chapter, provided that 
current license holders shall upon renewal of said licenses pay the fee of 
sixty dollars per taxicab vehicle licensed and one hundred dollars per 
for-hire vehicle licensed, regardless of whether the prior license was a 
regular taxicab license or a reciprocal taxicab license. (ad. 4232 4 10, 
1979). 

I' 
6.64.460 Raview by county council +fore tarmination of effective date. 

The King County council shall review the ordinance codified h this chapter no 
later than one year after its effective date to consider and act upcn any 
proposed amendments. (Ord. 4232 5 11, 1979). 

6.64.470 Moratorium. The King County council finds and declares that 
privately operated taxicab transportation service is a vital part of the 
transportation system of King county and provides demand-responsive services 
to county residents and the traveling public. consequently, the safety, 
reliability and economic viability of privately operated taxi transportation 
is a matter of county concern and regulation of such transportation is an 
essential governmental function. 

In order to protect the public health, welfare and safety of the citizens 
of Ktng County and the traveling public and in order to assure a viable taxi 
transportation system in King County, the King county council finds that it is 
necessary and in the pu~lic interest to declare a moratorium On the issuance 
of taxicab vehicle licenses for a period of twelve months from the effective 
date of this chapter. (Ord. 6887 4 16, 1984). 

6.64.480 Transfer of permit. Transference (sale) of a permit to any 
other person is authorized and nothing herein shall prevent the holder of a 
taxicab permit from leasing the taxicab to another person or persons for use 
or operation. Application for transfer of a permit to another person shall 
State the name of the transferee, and the trade name and color scheme under 
which the vehicle will be operated. The transferee shall comply with all 
requirements of this chapter. 
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6 TAXIS - BUSINESSES AND DRIVERS 6.64.480 - 6.64.500 
The owner of a taxicab vehicle license may transfer a'permit to any other 

motor vehicle with the approval of the director. Any taxicab vehicle permit 
not in actual use for a period of ninety (90) days shall, at the discretion of 
the director, be considered abandoned and non-renewable or transferable. 
(Ord. 6887 5 17, 1984). 

6.64.490 Driving record. Each applicant for a for-hire driver's license 
shall provide a current certified copy of hisher employment driving record, 
obtained from the Washington State Department of Licensing: provided that, if 
an applicant does not have an employnent driving record which has been current 
for at least two years prior to application for a for-hire driver's license, 
the applicant shall provide a current certified copy of hisher personal 
driving record, obtained from the Washington State Department of Licensing. 
(Ord. 6887 5 18, 1984). 

6.64.500 Passenger complaints process. 
A. Upon receiving a written complaint involving the conduct of the 

for-hire driver, the route of transportation, the rate charged for the 
transportation, passenger injury or property damage'not arising from a vehicle 
accident, the director shall cause the following to be performed: 

1. Issue a Notice of Complaint to the for-hire driver and vehicle 
owner, and company, if applicable, advising such person of the allegation(s) 
made in the complaint; 

2. Require the for-hire driver, vehicle owner, and company if 
applicable. to respond, in writing, to the allegation(s1 in the Notice of 
Complaint within ten days of receipt of the Notice of complaint; 

3. Investigate the allegation(s) in the written complaint and the 
response submitted by the for-hire driver, vehicle owner, and company, if 
applicable; 

4. Make a finding as to 'the .validity of the allegation(s) in the 
written complaint. 1f it is found to be a valid complaint the director shall 
issue a Notice and Order pursuant to the process described in K.C.C. 6.01.130. 

8 .  Failure to respond, in writing, to a Notice of Complaint within ten 
days shall constitute a waiver of the for-hire driver's, vehicle owner's, and 
companys', if applicable, right to contest the allegation(s) in the written 
complaint and shall be prima facie evidence that the allegation(s) are valid. 

C. Failure to comply with any Notice and Order issued as a result of the 
above Process will result in the revocation of the license(s) involved. Such 
revocation will last one year from the date the license(s) is surrendered. 
(Ord. 6887 5 19, 1984). 
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