
I AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF KIRKLAND PERTAINING TO LAND 
USE, ZONING AND RELATED MATTERS, AND AMENDING ORDINANCE 2740 AS 
AMENDED. 

VVHEREAS, the City Council did adopt a new Zoning Code by 
Ordinance 2740 on September 20, 1982; and 

WHEREAS, The City Council did adopt amendments to this 
Zoning Code by Ordinances 2729, 2749, 2756 and 2771; and 

WHEREAS, during the use of this new Zoning Code and related 
amendments, several problems have come to light which should be 
corrected; and 

WHEREAS, an Environmental Checklist was submitted on this 
proposed ordinance on November 1, 1983. The Responsible 
Official evaluated this proposal and issued a Declaration of 
Non-Significance on November 4, 1983. This environmental 
information was made part of the record and accompanied this 
proposed amendment throughout its consideration by the Houghton 
Community Council, Planning Commission, and City Council; and 

WHEREAS, the Houghton Community Council held a public 
hearing and considered this proposed ordinance on November 22, 
1983. The Planning Commission held a public hearing and 
considered this proposed ordinance on January 5, 1984. The 
Houghton Community Council and the Planning Commission both 
recommend that City Council adopt this ordinance; and 

WHEREAS, City Council considered this proposed ordinance on 
February 6, 1984 and April 2, 1984 and concluded that it would 
be within the public interest consistent with the Comprehensive 
Pian and said recommendations to adopt it; and 

WIiEREAS, at a study meeting of March 26, 1984 the Council 
did consider certain additions and adjustments to this 
ordinance. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the 
City of Kirkland as follows: 

Section 1: Chapter 5.10 of Ordinance 2740 is hereby 
amended to add the following new section: 

Center Identification Sign - A type of building 
or ground mounted sign which identifies the name 
of a development containing more than one use or 
tenant and which does not identify any indivi- 
dual use or tenant. These signs do n o t have- 
internally lighted sign fields and are con- 
structed with materials, colors, shapes or other 
architectural features which are the same as th - e 
buildings with which the signs are associated.



S e c t i o n 2: C h a p t e r 5.10 of Ordinance 2740 i s hereby 
amended t o r e p e a l t h e f o l l o w i n g s e c t i o n : 

tempe+ary-macetia*smeadiiy-temeveb4e-and 
disg%ayinq-a-tempefafy-messaqe~ 

S e c t i o n 3: Chapter 5.10 of Ordinance 2740 i s hereby 
amended t o add t h e f o l i o w i n g new s e c t i o n : 

5.10.327 Fuel P r i c e Sign - A type of wall-mounted or 
pedestal sign displaying the price of f u e l for 
motorized vehicles. 

S e c t i o n 4: Chapter 5.10 of Ordinance 2740 is hereby 
amended t o r e p e a l t h e following s e c t i o n : 

S e c t i o n 5: S e c t i o n 5.10.475 of Ordinance 2740 is hereby 
amended a s follows: 

5.10.475 Linear Frontage of Subject Property - The fron- 
tage of the subject property adjacent o r 
p a r a l l e l t o a l l open improved s4reets p u b l i c 
rights-of-way. a~d-the-~fe~taqe-e6-the-sub~ee~ 

pregefty-adjaee~t-te-tke Frontage a d j a c e n t t o 
1-405 is n o t a p p l i c a b l e except f o r p r o p e r t i e s 

- w i t h i n FC I , FC 11, a n d PLA 1 0 z o n e s . r i q k 4 - e 6 - 
way.; 

S e c t i o n 6: S e c t i o n 5.10.540 i s hereby amended t o r e a d a s 
foiiows: 

5.10.540 Monument Si* - A s i g n h i g h e r t h a n 5 f e e t above 
t h e average ground elevation which is attached t o 
t h e ground by means o f a wide b a s e o f s o l i d 
appearance. These s i g n s a r e composed of a s i g n 

a f a c e and sign base. The width of t h e base must 
be equal t o a t l e a s t 20% of t h e height of t h e 
e n t i r e sign, and a l s o must be equal t o a t l e a s t 
80% ot t h e width of t h e s i g n face. The h e i g h t of 
the s i g n base must be a l e a s t 50% of the t o t a l 
s i g n h e i g h t and-be-e&-sehid-agpeatanee. The b a s e 
and a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e t a i l must be of c o l o r , shape 
and materials consistent with the character of 
t h e primary structures. See Plate 13 i n Chapter 
180 of t h i s Code f o r a g r a p h i c d e p i c t i o n of a 
monument s i g n - .



Section 7: Section 5.10.640 of Ordinance 2740 is hereby 
amended as foilows: 

5.10.640 Pedestal Sign - A sign that is no higher than 5 
feet above averag . e g . round elevation and which is 
attached to the ground by means of one of two 
types of pedestal: 

i ~ 
a. A solid base, or 

b. at least two legs. 

A type a. pedestal sign shall be composed of a 

sign face and a sign base. The width of the base 
must be equal to at least 20% of the height of 
the entire sign, and also must be equal to at 
least 50% of the width of the sign face. The 
heights of the sign base must be at least 20% of 

the total sign height and be of solid appearance. 

A type b. pedestal sign shall be composed of a 
sign face and of at least two supporting legs. 
The legs must be at least 4 " in diameter or 
width. The space between the bottom of the sign 
face and the average grade elevation must equal 
at least 20% of the total sign height. See Plate 
12 in Chapter 180 of this Code tor a graphic 

- depiction of pedestal signs. 

Section 8: Section 5.10.670 of Ordinance 2740 is hereby 
amended as follows: 

5.10.670 - Pole Sign Any ground mounted sign that does not 
meet the definitions of monument or pedestal 
signs: These-sigfis-a+e and which is composed of 
two chief elements?: the sign base face and the 
sign pole or pylon E y which it connects the siq - n 
tace to the ground. 

Section 9: Chapter 5.10 of Ordinance 2740 is hereby 
amended to add the tollowing new section: 

Section 10: Section 5.10.715 of Ordinance 2740 is hereby 
amended as follows: 

5.10.715 Projecting Sign - A sign, other than a wall 
mounted or marquee sign, which is attached to and 
projects from a szructure or building face. A



I 
Section 11: Section 5.10.760 of Ordinance 2740 is hereby 

amended as foilows: 

760. Real Estate, Ge~dwiek-BeardOtf Site Sign - A 
sign that is readily removable announcing the 
proposed sale or rental of e property or a build - - 
ing other than that upon which the sign is lo- 
cated and providing the directions to the subject 
property7.thet-is-feedihy-mevebhe-end-eempesed 

er-twe-detaeked-~ig~-5eees-wkiek-sugpeft-ene 
anetkef : 

Section 12: Section 5.10.765 of Ordinance 2740 is hereby 
amended as follows: 

765. Real Estate, On Site Sign - A sign announcing 
the pregesed sale or rental of the eabjeet prop- 
e r t y ~bu~il~ding upon which the sign is locate - d. 

5.10.767 Regulated Slope - A slope of 15% or greater. 

Section 13: Section 5.10.845 of Ordinance 2740 is hereby 
amended as follows: 

5.10.845. Sign - Any eemmefeia* communication device, 
structure, or fixture which is-visib&e-irem-e~y-s4reee~ 
end is intended: to identify a building, use, busi- 
ness, or event, or to aid-eke-basiness-eseab&iskmefte 
in-qaestien-in promotei~qthe sale of a product, 
goods, or service, ~ s Z ~ - ~ r - e ~ e ~ t ~ - e f - t e - ~ a e ~ t i ~ ~ - ~ 
b a i ~ d i n zusing graphics, letters, figures, symbols, 
trademarks or written copy. Painted wall designs or 
patterns which do not represent a product, service or 

registered trademark, and which do not identify the 
user, are not considered signs. It a design or pat- 
tern is combined with a sign, only that part of the 
design or pattern which cannot be distinguished from 
the sign will be considered as part of the sign. 

Section 14: Chapter 5.10.850 of Ordinance 2740 is hereby 
amended to reads as follows: 

5.10.850 Sign Area - The entire area of a sign on which 
copy is to be placed. Sign structure, archi- 
tectural embellishments, framework and decor- 
ative features which contain no written or 
advertising copy are not included. Sign area is 
calculated by measuring the perimeter enclosing 
the extreme limits of the module or baekgreend 
sign field containing the advertising message; 
provided, however, that individual letters using 
a wall as the background, without added 
decoration or change in wall color, have sign 
area calculated by measuring the perimeter 
enclosing each letter and totallinq the square 
footage of these.



Section 15: Chapter 5.10 of Ordinance 2740 is hereby 
amended to add the following new section: 

852. Sign Field. - The background upon which the graphics, 
letters, figures, symbols, trademark, or written copy 
of a sign are placed. 

Section 16: Chapter 5.10 of Ordinance 2740 is hereby 
amen- the following new section: 

923. Temporary Commercial Sign - A sign associated with a 
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able; and displaying a temporary commercial message; 
but not including a real estate, on-site or real 
estate, off-site sign. 

Section 17: Section 5.10.960 of Ordinance 2740 is hereby 
amended as follows: 

5.10.960. Use Zone - The zoning designations on the zoning 
map as follows: 

FC I 

FC I1 
FC I11 
PO 
BN 
BC 
CBD-A 
CBD-B 
CBD-C 
CBD-D 
LI 
PLA 1 
PLA 2 

PLA 4 
PLA 5 A 
PLA 5 B 
PLA 5 C 
PLA 5 D 
PLA 5 E 
PLA 6 A 
PLA 6 B 
PLA 6 C 
PLA 6 D 
PLA 6 E 
PLA 6 F 
PLA 6 G 

PLA 6 I 
PLA 6 J 
PLA 6 K 
PLA 7 A 
PLA 7 B 
PLA 7 C 
PLA 8 
PLA 9 
PLA 10 
PLA 11 
PLA 12 
PLA 13 A 
PLA 13 B 

PLA 3 PLA 6 H P 

Section 18: Chapter 100 of Ordinance 2740 is hereby 
repealed and feplaced with a new chapter 100 as follows: 

CHAPTER 100 - SIGNS 

User Guide 
Purpose 
Scope and ~ x c l u ~ i o n s 
Uniform Sign Code and Uniform Building Code, Compli- 
ance Required 
Required Permits 
Sign Type 
Number of Signs 
Sign Area 
Sign Area Chart 
Designated Corridors



100.55 

100.05 

100.10 

Development Containing Uses in More Than One Sign 
Category 

Allocation of Sign Area Within a Development With More 
than One Use or Tenant 
Sign Height and Dimensions 
Speciai Regulations Regarding Pole Signs 
Location of Signs 
Comprehensive Design Plan 
Prohibited Devices 
Sign Maintenance and Removal 
Landscaping Around Ground Mounted Signs 
Structura1 Components, Overall Appearance 
Review by Planning Official 
Illumination Limitations on Electrical Signs 

Special Signs 
Bonds 

User Guide 

Chapter 15 through 65 of this Code which contain the 
use zone charts, assign a Sign Category to each use in 
each zone. This category is either A, B, C , D, E, or 
F. This Chapter contains the specific requirements in 
each sign category. If you do not know what sign 
category applies to the subject property, you should 
consult the appropriate use zone chart. 

This Chapter also contains regulations regarding 
special signs (e.g., political, real estate or temp- 
orary signs). These regulations are contained in 
Section 100.115 of this Chapter. 

Purpose 

It is the purpose of this Chapter to promote-- 

1. Commercial communications that accommodate the 
need of the business community to convey infor- 
mation to the public; and 

2. The protection and enhancement of the visual 
character and identity of the community by the 
thoughtful placement and design of signs; and 

3. The elimination of ciutter and visual distraction; 
and 

4. Flexibility and incentive for creative and inno- 

vative sign designs; and 

5. The proper maintenance of signs. 

- 6. Aonfd 

tihnesLuarnedcoUnsseisPtoelniccyiewsitPhlatn.he 

goals and policies



100.15 

100.20 

Scope and Exclusions 

This Chapter applies to all signs erected or altered 
atter the effective date of this Code. This Chapter 
does not apply to the following: 

1. Tratfic signs, directional signs and signs dis- 
playing a public service message installed by a 
governmental agency. 

2. Point of purchase advertising displays such as 
product dispensers. 

3. National tlags and flags of political subdivisions. 

4. Gravestones. 

5. Historical site plaques and signs integral to an 
historic building. 

6. Structures or improvements intended for a separate 
use, such as phone booths, Goodwill containers and 
newspaper recycling boxes. 

7. Building addresses with numbers and letters not 
more than 10 inches in height. 

Uniform Sign Code and Uniform Building Code, Complianc - e 
Required 

- 1. General Each sign erected or altered after the 
effective date of this Code must comply with the 
provisions of the Uniform Sign Code and the 
Uniform Building Code as adopted by the City. 

2. Conflict of Provisions - If any provision of this 
Chapter conflicts with the Uniform Sign Code or 
the-uniform Building Code, the provision of this 
Chapter will govern. 

100.25 Required Permits 

1. The following permits must be obtained for signs 
regulated by this Chapter: 

a. A permit must be obtained from the Department 
of Building and Fire Services in order to 
erect or move a sign or alter the structural 
components of an existing sign. 

b. A permit must be obtained from the Department 
of Administration and Finance by any candi- 

date or organization wishing to display 
political signs.



100.30 

100.35 

c. A permit must be obtained from the Department 
of Planning and Community Development in 
order to display any sign for which a permit 
is not required by paragraphs a. and b. of 
this Section, except for real estate on-site 
(other than tor dwelling units); real estate 
off-site, construction, temporary commercial, 
integral, private notice, instructional, 
private advertising, private traffic direc- 
tion and off-site directional signs. Change 
in the temporary message on a reader board or 
electronic message center is also excluded 
from this permit requirement. 

2. It a proposed use or site plan requires approval 
through Process I, IIA, IIB, or 111, as described 
respectively in Chapters 145, 150, 152 and 155 of 
this Code, the Planning Official may require that 
any sign proposed tor that development be approved 
through the same process if he/she determines that 
it will provide more coordinated, effective signs. 

Sign Type 

Permitted types of signs for each sign category are 
listed below: 

1. Sign Category A: Wall mounted and pedestal 
signs. Electrical signs are not permitted. 
Commercial messages are not permitted. 

2. Sign Category B: - Wall mounted, marquee and 
pedestal signs. 

3. Sign Categories C , D and E: Wall mounted, 
marquee, pedestal and monument signs. 

4. Sign Category F: Wall mounted, marquee, pedestal, 
monument and pore signs. See also Section 70 of 
this chapter for special regulations regarding 
pole signs. 

See also Section 100.115 of this chapter for permitted 
special signs. 

Number of Signs 

he permitted maximum number of signs for each sign 
category is listed below. The permitted number applies 
oniy to the sign types listed in Section 100.30 of this 
Chapter and does not apply to the special sign des- 
cribed in Section 100.115 of this Chapter.



1. Sign Category A - : 

a. Signs identifying a detached dwelling unit: 
one. 

b. Signs identifying a complex or subdivision: 
no limitation. 

2. - Sign Category B: One per right of way providing 
direct vehicular access. 

3. Signcategories C, D, E and F: 

a. Wall mounted signs: no limitation. 

b. Marquee signs: one per business or use per 
right-of-way. 

c. Pedestal, monument or pole sign: One per 
abutting right-of-way per development. 

100.40 Sign Area 

The maximum permitted sign area for each sign 
category is listed below. The permitted area 
applies only to the sign types listed in Section 
100.30 of this Chapter and does not apply to the 
special signs described in Section 100.115 of 
this Chapter. 

1. Sign Category A: 

a. Signs identifying a detached dwelling 
unit: two square feet. 

b. Signs identifying a complex or sub- 
division: 20 square feet per sign face. 

2. Sign Category B: - 20 square feet per sign 
face. 

3 . Sign Categories C and - D: 

a. Each development is allowed the sign 
area shown in the chart in Section 45 
of this chapter. 

Each multi-use complex containing seven 
or more uses or businesses is allowed 
64 square feet per sign face or 64 
square feet for one wall mounted sign 
per abutting right-of-way to be used 
for center identification signs.
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4 . S i g n C a t e g o r i e s E and F: 

a. Each development is allowed t h e s i g n 
a r e a shown i n t h e c h a r t i n S e c t i o n 45 
of t h i s Chapter; and 

b. Each m u l t i - u s e complex c o n t a i n i n g more 
than one use o r business is allowed 30 
square feet per individual use or 
business; and 

c. Each multi-use complex c o n t a i n i n g seven 
o r more.uses or businesses is allowed 
64 square f e e t per s i g n face per 
p e d e s t a l , monument o r p o l e s i g n o r 64 
square f e e t f o r one wall mounted s i g n 
per abutting right-of-way t o be used 
for center identification signs. 

Sign Area Chart 

- G e n e r a l - The c h a r t below e s t a b l i s h e s t h e s i g n 
a r e a allowed by S e c t i o n s 40.3. and 40.4.a. of 
t h i s Chapter. The s i g n a r e a is p r i m a r i l y 
dependent on the l i n e a r frontage of t h e subject 
property and t h e s i g n category of t h e use. To 
use t h i s chart, f i r s t find the applicable sign 
category along the top of the chart, then find 
t h e linear frontage of the subject property along 
t h e l e f t margin of t h e c h a r t . Where t h e s i g n 
c a t e g o r y a n d t h e l i n e a r f r o n t a g e meet you w i l l 
f i n d t h e maximum s i g n a r e a f o r t h e s u b j e c t 
property. Next, review the sign area multipliers 
l i s t e d on t h e r i g h t s i d e of t h e c h a r t t o 
determine i f there are any increases o r decreases 
i n t h e maximum a l l o w a b l e s i g n a r e a .



factors 1 i s t e d . 

1. Mcept on a designated 
corridor, i f no s i g n s have 
internally lighted sign 
fields, then multiply the 
figure in the chart plus 
t h e sign area allowed by 
Section 100.40.4.b by 1.25 

-THEN- 

2. I f a l l s i g n s , other than 
center identification 
signs, are building munted 
signs, multiply either the 
above product o r the figure 
in chart plus the sign area 
allowed by Section 
100.40.4.b by 1.25.



100.50 Designated Corridors 

1. - General - Section 45 of this Chapter contains 
limitations on sign area along the following 
designated corridors: 

a. Market Street between Central Way and N.E. 
106th Street. 

b. State Street, between N.E. 68th Street and 
2nd Avenue South. 

c. Lake Washington Boulevard and Lake Street 
South between N.E. 38th Street and 3rd 
Avenue South. 

- 2. Electrical Signs Prohibited Electrical signs 
shall not be located along designated corridors. 

100.55 Development Containing Uses in More Than one Sign 
Category 

If the subject property contains uses assigned to 
different sign categories, the signs for the entire 
development must comply with the sign category 
assigned to the uses that predominate on the subject 
property. 

I 

100.65 

The owner(s) of a development with more than one use 
or tenant must submit to the City a letter 
allocating the allowable sign area for the 
development to the various uses or leasable area in 
the development or to sign(?,) which identify the 
development. The owner(s) must agree in the letter 
to include the specified sign allocation in all 
leases, rental agreements, condominium by-laws and 
similar documents. 

Sign Height and Dimension - s 

The permitted height of signs for each type of sign 
is listed below: 

1. Wall mounted and marquee signs: 

Shall not project above the roofline of the 
building to which they are attached.



100.70 

2. Under Marquee Signs: 

Shall not extend further from a building facade 

than the marquee or canopy to which they are 
attached. 

3. Pedestal Signs: 

a. Shall not exceed 5 feet above average ground 
elevation. 

b. Must conform to the dimensional standards 
shown on plate 12. 

4. Monument and Pole Signs - : 

a. Shall not exceed 20 feet above average 
ground elevation. 

b. Must conform to the dimensional standards 
shown on plate 13. 

See Section 70 of this chapter for special regu- 
iations regarding pole signs. 

Special Regulations Regarding Pole Signs 

Pole signs are permitted only in Sign Category F. 
They must be approved using Process I, described in 
Chapter 145 of this Code. However, prior to issuing a 
decision, the Planning Director may consult with the 

Planning Commission. The City may grant a request for 
a pole sign and may grant increased sign area and 
height if: 

1. It is necessary to identify a use that is 
oriented toward and primarily intended to serve 
motorists on the interstate system; and 

2. It will not be out of scale or character with 
signs for nearby uses; and 

3. It will not tocus attention away from existing 
signs oriented to the interstate motorist and 
create a demand tor increased height tor other 
signs; and 

4. It will not create a traffic hazard.



100.75 

100.80 

Location of Sign - s 

1. General - Except as allowed under Paragraph 2 of 
this Section, all signs must be located on the 
same lot or property as the use, building, or 
event with which the sign is associated. 

2. Exceptions - The provisions of Paragraph 1 of 
this Section do not apply as follows: 

a. The provisions of Paragraph 1 of this 
Section do not apply to the signs regulated 
under Section 100.115 of this Chapter. 

b. Wall mounted and Marquee signs may extend 
into a right-of-way abutting the subject 
property only upon approval of the Depart- 
ment of Public Works. 

c. The owners of two or more properties that 
adjoin or are separated only by a private 
roadway may propose a joint sign package to 
the City. The City will review and decide 
upon the proposal using Process I, as des- 
cribed in Chapter 145 of the Code. The City 
will approve the joint sign package if it 
will provide more coordinated, effective and 
efficient signs. In determining the total 
allowable size for all of the signs in the 
joint sign package, the City will use the 
total area of signs that would be allowed 
for all of the participating properties if 
they were not proposing a joint sign package. 

Comprehensive Design Plan 

1. General - This section provides a mechanism under 
which special consideration can be given to signs 
which use a comprehensive design plan to encour- 
age the integration of signs into the framework 
of the building or buildings on the subject prop- 
erty. The City may allow deviations from the 
requirements of this Chapter consistent with the 
criteria listed in Parag - ra - ph 4 of this Section. 
At an u n t ’ s r w ~ s t .t-tion mav also 
be used to review proposed changes to sign plans 
which were initiallv aDDr0ved as Dart of a ure- 

PUD viously approved O;-CUP underAprior zoning 
ordinances or through Process IIA, IIB, or I11 
under this Code (Ordinance 2740, as amended). 

2. Required Review Process - The City will review 
and decide on an application for a Comprehensive 
Design Plan under this Section using Process I, 
as described in Chapter 145 of this Code. How- 
ever, prior to issuing a decision, the Planning 
Director may consult with the Planning Commission



100.85 

3. Required Information - As part of any application 
for a Comprehensive Desiqn Plan under this 
Section, the.applicant shall submit the following 
information: 

a. A narrative describing how the proposal is 
consistent with the criteria listed in Para- 
graph 4 of this Section. 

b. A colored rendering of the proposed signs in 
relation to development in the area and on 
the subject property. 

4. Criteria - The City may approve a proposed Com- 
prehensive Design Plan if: 

a. The proposal manifests exceptional effort 
toward creating visual harmony between the 
sign, buildings, and other components of the 
subject property through the use of a con- 
sistent design theme. 

b. The proposed deviations are the minimum 
necessary to create readable signs from the 
rights-ot-way providing direct vehicular 
access based on traffic speeds and patterns 
in the area of the subject property. 

c. The signs are in character and orientation 
with planned and existing uses in the area 
of the subject property. 

Prohibited Devices 

1. General - Except as specifically allowed under 
Paragraph 2 of this Section, the following 
devices and facilities are specifically 
prohibited: 

a. Pennants, banners, streamers and private 
tiags except as permitted under Section 
100.110 of this Chapter. 

b. Strings of lights, flashing lights, colored 

lights, advertising search lights, and 
fiares. 

c. Twirlers, propellers, and wind activated 
devices. 

d. Balioons. 

- e. Signs of a garish or of a carnival like nature.
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property. The prohibition of this paragraph 
does not prohibit the identification of a 
firm or its principal products on a vehicle 
operating during the normal course of 
business. 

- i. Except as allowed in Section 100.115 of this 
Chapter, any portable outdoor sign. 

- j. Any sign with the shape and colors of a 
tratfic sign. 

k. Any sign which constitutes a traffic hazard 
-. 

including but not limited to signs con- 
taining words such as "stop", "look", 
"danger". 

2. Exceptions - The provisions of Paragraphs 1.a. 
through 1.i. of this Section do not apply to the 
following: 

a. Holiday decorations appropriately displayed. 

b. The use of devices described in Paragraph 1 
of this Section for no more than 7 days to 
announce the grand opening of a business or 
use. 

c. The use of devices described in Paragraph 1 
of this Section if approved on a temporary 
basis using Process I, described in Chapter 
145 of this Code, if this will not be detri- 
mental to any nearby neighborhood or use. 

d. Thematic flags, banners or pennants that are 
complementary to and normally associated 
with the character of a specific location. 

e. Changing message centers.



I 100.90 Sign Maintenance and Remova - l 

1. Maintenance - 

All signs must be kept in a safe manner at all 
times. Damaged or deteriorated signs must be 
repaired within 30 days of notification by the 
City. The area surrounding groundmounted signs 
must be kept free of litter and debris at all 
times. 

100.95 

- 2. Remova - l 

Unless otherwise specified in this Code, the 
applicant or property owner must remove all non- 
conforming signs within 14 days and all con- 
forming signs within 90 days of the date of the 
closure or discontinuance of the business, use or 
event with which the signs were associated. 

Landscaping Around Ground-Mounted Signs 

An area around the base of each qround-mounted siqn 
equal to the sign area must be landscaped to improve 
the overall appearance of the sign and to reduce the 
risk of automobiles hitting the sign or supports of 
the sign. This landscaping must include vegetation 
and may include other materials and components such as 
brick or concrete bases, planter boxes, pole covers, 
or decorative framing. 

100.100 Structural Components, Overall Appearance 

To the maximum extent possible, signs should be con- 

structed and installed so that angle irons, guywires, 
braces, and other structural elements are not visi- 
ble. This limitation does not apply to structural 
elements that are an integral part of the overall 
design such as decorative metal or woods.
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100.110 Illumination Limitations on E l e c t r i c a l Signs 

No s i g n may c o n t a i n o r u t i l i z e a n y o f t h e f o l l o w i n g : 

1. Any e x p o s e d i n c a n d e s c e n t lamp w i t h a w a t t a g e i n 
e x c e s s of 25 w a t t s . 

2 . Any e x p o s e d i n c a n d e s c e n t lamp w i t h a n i n t e r n a l or 
external reflector. 

3 . Any c o n t i n u o u s o r s e q u e n t i a l f l a s h i n g o p e r a t i o n . 

4. Except f o r changing message centers, any incan- 
descent lamp i n s i d e an i n t e r n a l l y l i g h t e d s i g n s . 

5. External l i g h t sources directed towards or shin- 
ing on v e h i c u l a r o r p e d e s t r i a n t r a f f i c or on a 
street. 

6. I n t e r n a l l y l i g h t e d s i g n s using 800 milliamp bal- 
l a s t s i f t h e lamps a r e spaced closer than 12 
inches on center. 

7. I n t e r n a l l y l i g h t e d s i g n s using 425 milliamp bal- 
l a s t s i f t h e lamps a r e spaced closer than 6 
inches on center. 

1 0 0 . 1 1 5 S p e c i a l S i g n - s 

The c h a r t below e s t a b l i s h e s regulations t h a t apply to 
numerous s i g n s of a l i m i t e d purpose o r s p e c i a l 
nature. These signs a r e permitted i n addition to the 
s i g n s p e r m i t t e d i n Sign C a t e g o r i e s A through F. 
Except a s specifically stated i n the chart, the signs 
i n the chart a r e not subject t o the regulations of 
S e c t i o n s 30 t h r o u g h 7 5 and S e c t i o n 95 o f t h i s Chap- 
t e r . To u s e t h e c h a r t on t h e f o l l o w i n g p a g e , f i r s t 
r e a d down t o f i n d t h e t y p e o f s i g n i n which you a r e 
interested, then read across for the relevant regula- 
t i o n s . You may want t o c o n s u l t t h e d e f i n i t i o n s i n 
Chapter 5 of t h i s Code f o r t h e meanings and d e f i n i - 
t i o n s of some o f t h e t y p e s o f s i g n s l i s t e d . 

I



TYPE 
OF 
SIGN 

Real Estate, 
On-si te 

MAXIMUM 
NUMBER 
OF SIGNS 

tduIMUM 

SIGN AREA 
PERMITTED 
LLXXTION 

For each dwel- Dwelling units: Subject property. 
ling unit, use 6 sq f t . per 
or develop- sign face. 
ment: One per Other uses or 
broker per developnents: 
abutting 
right-of-way. - 

32 sq. f t . per 
sign face not 
to exceed 64 sq. 
tt. per prop- 
e r t y tor sale 
or rent. 

PERMITPED 
WRATION 
OF DISPLAY 

Must remove when 
property is sold 
or rented. 

Real Estate, 
Oif-si te 

One per block 
per property 
tor sale or 
rent. 

6 sq. tt. per 
sign tace. 

No limitation. Must remove when 
property is sold 
or rented. 

Construction 1 per abutting 32 sq. f t . per Subject property. 
right-of-way. sign face. 

S h a l l not be 
displayed prior 
t o issuance of a 
Building Permit. 
Must be removed 
prior to issu- 
ance of a certi- 

. 
f i c a t e of Zoning 
C q l iance 

Temporary 
Ccdnmercial 

No maxirmrm. No maximum Subject property. 
Must be e n t i r e l y 
attached to a 
building face or 
fence. 

Must remcnre a t 
end of use event 
or condition 

Integral One per struc- 6 sq. f t . per Subject property. N o limitation. 
ture. sign tace. 

Private 
Notice and 
Instruc- 
tional 

No maximum. 2 sq. tt. per Subject property. No limitation. 
sign face. 

Private No maximum. 
Advertising 

16 sq. tt. per N o closer than Must r m v e a t 
sign face. 50 f t . from another end of use, 

sign advertising event or con- 
the same use, event d i t i o n . 
or condition.



TYPE 

OF 
SIChl 

Private 
Traffic 
Direction 

MAXIMUM 
NUMBER 
OF SIGNS 

No maximum. 

WIMUM 

SIGN AREA 

4 sq. f t . per 
siq - n face. 

PERMITPED 
LOCATION 

Subject property. 

PERMITPED 
DURATION 
OF DISPLAY 

No limitation. 

Off-site Di- One. 
r e c t i c n a l (1) 

16 sq. f t . per Where necessary t o 
use, not to ex- d i r e c t the public 
ceed 64 sq. f t . to the subject pro- 

perties. 

Determined on 
case by case 
basis. 

P o l i t i c a l No maximum. 6 sq. f t . per Private property. 
sign face. 

No sooner than 
30 days p r i o r 
to the primary 
e l e c t i o n and 
no l a t e r than 
7 days after 
the final 
elect ion. 

Projecting 
and Under 

One per pedes- 
t r i m or ve 
hicular 
e n t r ance. 

4 sq. f t . per 
sign face. 

Subject property or 
right-of-way abut- 
ting subject prop- 
erty. For uses 
subject to sign 
categories C, D, E, 
and F only. S h a l l 
not project a b v e 
roofline of struc- 
t u r e to which sign 
is attached. 

No limitation. 

Fuel P r i c e ( 2 ) One per abut- 
ting right- 
of-way. 

20 sq. f t. per 
sign face. 

Subject property. No limitation. 

(1) Must be approved through Process I , a s described i n Chapter 145. 
S h a l l m l y be approved it there is a demonstrated need for an 
off-site sign because of poor v i s i b i l i t y or t r a f f i c patterns. A l l 
uses i n an area wanting a permanent o f f - s i t e d i r e c t i o n a l sign must 
use one sign. The applicant must show t h a t t h e proposed sign can 
acccmncdate all uses i n the area t h a t may reasonably need t o be 
l i s t e d on the sign. 

(2) Fuel p r i c e s i g n s are also subject to Section 95 of t h i s Chapter.



100.120 Bonds 

The C i t y may r e q u i r e a bond u n d e r C h a p t e r 1 7 5 o f t h i s 
Code t o ensure compliance with any a s p e c t of t h i s 
Chapter. 

S e c t i o n 19. S e c t i o n 115.115.3 of Ordinance 2740 is hereby 
amended t o read a s tollows: 

115.115.3 S t r u c t u r e s and Improvements 

3. Structures and Improvements - N o improvement or 
s t r u c t u r e may b e i n a r e q . u i r e d s e t b a c k - y a r d 
except a s foilows: 

a . An improvement o r s t r u c t u r e , o t h e r t h a n a 
parking a r e a , t h a t is not more than 4 inches 
a b o v e f i n i s h e d g r a d e may b e anywhere i n a 
required setback yard. 

b . An improvement or s t r u c t u r e , t h a t i s n o t 
more t h a n 1 8 i n c h e s a b o v e f i n i s h e d g r a d e may 
extend not more than 5 f e e t i n t o a required 
setback yard. 

c. Chimneys, bays, greenhouse windows, and 
similar elements of a structure t h a t cus- 
tomarily extend beyond t h e e x t e r i o r w a l l s of 
a s t r u c t u r e may e x t e n d u p t o 1 8 i n c h e s i n t o 
any required setback yard. The t o t a l hori- 
zontal dimension of t h e elements t h a t extend 
into a required setback yard, excluding 
e a v e s , may n o t e x c e e d 25% o f t h e l e n g t h o f 
the facade of the structure. See P l a t e 10. 

d . F e n c e s may be l o c a t e d i n r e q u i r e d s e t b a c k 
yards s u b j e c t to t h e fence r e g u l a t i o n s con- 
tained within t h i s Chapter. 

e . Rockeries a n d r e t a i n i n g w a l l s may b e l o c a t e d 
in required setback yards if-- 

1) The r o c k e r y o r r e t a i n i n g w a l l i s n o t 
being used a s a d i r e c t s t r u c t u r a l 
support f o r a major improvement; and 

2) The rockery or r e t a i n i n g wall is 
reasonably necessary t o provide support 
t o a cut or slope. 

t . I n WD I and CBD D , improvements a s s o c i a t e d 
w i t h p u b l i c u s e a n d a c c e s s a r e a s may b e 
l o c a t e d i n a n y r e q u i r e d y a r d . I n WD I , WD 
I1 a n d CBD D , t h e i a n d w a r d end o f a p i e r may 
be located i n t h e High Water Line Yard.



g. See paragraph 5 of this Section for regu- 
lations on parking areas. 

- h. Signs may be located in required yards 
subject t o Section 115.135 of this Code, 

Section 20. - Chapter 180 of Ordinance 2740 is hereby 
amended to add new plates 12 and 13 as shown below:



I Plate 12 

Pedestal Signs 

A 2 20% B 

A 150% D 

C 2 20% B 

B 1 5 ft. 

,GROUND 

ELEVATION 

AVERAGEGRWND 

- >,: 
.m:.,: *& 

, 
, .. . , , . ~ ,,.., 

r,,,:.... , , 

B 2 5 ft. 

E 1 4 in. 

AVERAGE GROUND 

E L E V A T I O N FOR 
SIGN BASE 

..It./:, . . . ~ . :. . .., . , . .. . . ,: .... ~ 

ELEVATION



I 

. . /. 

i 

8 

Plate 13 

Monument and Pole Signs 

SIGN FACE 

Monument Sign 

A 2 20% B 

A280% D 

C250% B 

B > 5 ft. 

AVERAGEGROUND 

ELEVATION FOR 

-SIGN BASE 

GROUND ELEVATION 

0-2798 

Pole Sign 

- QROUND ELEVATION



Section 21. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, 
phrase, part or portion of this Ordinance is for any reason 
held to be invalid or unconstitutional by any court of compe- 
tent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity 
of the remaining portions of this Ordinance. 

Section 22. . To the extent that the subject matter and 
provisions of-this Ordinance are within the disapproval juris- 
diction oi the Houghton Community Council, as created by 
Urdinance No. 2001, this Ordinance shall become effective 
within the Houghton Community either upon approval of the 
Houghton Community Council or failure of said Community Council 
to disapprove within sixty (60) days from the date of passage 
of this Ordinance. 

Section 23. This Ordinance shall be in force and take 
effect five (5) days from and after its passage by the City 
Council and publication as required by law. 

PASSED by majority vote of the Kirkland City Council in 
regular, open meeting this 2nd day of April , 1984. 

SIGNED IN AUTHENTICATION thereof this - 2nd day 
of April , 1984. 

Attest: 

Mayor Pro T& 
- 

Director ot/Admi/nistration & Finance 
(ex officif it; Clerk) 

Approved as to Form: 

f7 

City Atkorney 

I hereby certify under penalty of perjury that the foregoing 
ordinance was posted on the 3rd day of April I 

1984 in accordance with the provisions of RCW 35A.12.160 and 
City of Kirkland Ordinance No. 2600.


