
ORDINANCE NO. 2654 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE C I T Y OF KIRKLAND, WASHINGTON RELATING TO 
SIDEWALKS, CURBS AND GUTTERS DECLARING THE R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y OF 
ABUTTING PROPERTY AN0 THE OWNERS THEREOF I N REGARD THERETO, 
PROVIDING A NONEXCLUSIVE PROCEDURE FOR THE CONSTRUCTION, 
MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR OF SIDEWALKS, I N C L U D I N G CURBS, GUTTERS 
AND PLANTING S T R I P S AN0 ADDING A NEW CHAPTER TO THE KIRKLAND 
M U N I C I P A L CODE TO BE KNOWN AS CHAPTER 1 9 . 2 0 

Be i t o r d a i n e d b y t h e C i t y C o u n c i l o f t h e C i t y o f K i r k l a n d 
as follows: 

Section 1. There i s hereb.y added t o t h e K i r k l a n d Municipal 
Code a new c h a p t e r t o be known as Chapter 19.20 t o r e a d as 
follows: 

Section 19.20.010--Definitions. Unless the context 
c l e a r l y indicates otherwise, the words used i n t h i s 
chapter shall have the meaning given i n t h i s section. 

"Abutting property" includes a l l property having 
a frontage upon the margin o f any s t r e e t o r o t h e r p u b l i c 
place. 

"Sidewalk" includes any structure o r form o f s t r e e t 
improvement i n the space between the s t r e e t margin and 
t h e roadway, known as t h e sidewalk area. 

Section 19.20.020--Abutting Property Owner t o 
Maintain Sidewalk i n Safe Condition. It shall be the 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f t h e owner o f property a b u t t i n g upon a 
public sidewalk t o maintain said sidewalk a t a l l times 
i n a safe condition, f r e e o f any and a l l obstructions 
o r d e f e c t s , i n c l u d i n g b u t n o t l i m i t e d t o i c e and snow. 

Section 19.20.030--Expense o f Maintenance and Repair 
t o be Borne by A b u t t i n g P r o p e r t y and Owner Thereof. The 
burden and expense o f constructing, maintaining and 
r e p a i r i n g sidewalks along the side o f any s t r e e t o r 
other p u b l i c place s h a l l devolve upon and be borne by 
the property d i r e c t l y abutting thereon. I n case any 
i n j u r y o r damage t o any p e r s o n s h a l l be caused b y t h e 
d e f e c t i v e c o n d i t i o n o f any s i d e w a l k , o r by i c e o r snow 
thereon, o r by the lack o f proper guards o r r a i l i n g s on 
o r along t h e p r o p e r t y a b u t t i n g on any p u b l i c way, t h e 
a b u t t i n g p r o p e r t y where t h e i n j u r y o r damage o c c u r s and 
the owner o r owners thereof s h a l l be l i a b l e t o the City 
o f K i r k l a n d f o r a l l damage, i n j u r i e s , c o s t s and d i s b u r s e - 
ments w h i c h i t may b e r e q u i r e d t o pay t o t h e p e r s o n i n j u r e d 
o r damaged.



Section 19.20.040--Procedure t o Order Construction 
o r Repair. I f i n the judgment o f the C i t y Engineer o r 
the Department o f Public Services, public convenience o r 
safety requires t h a t a sidewalk be constructed o r repaired 
along e i t h e r side o f any street, such f a c t s h a l l be 
reported to the City council. 

I f upon receiving a r e p o r t from the proper 
o f f i c e r , t h e C i t y c o u n c i l deems t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e 
proposed sidewalk o r r e p a i r o f such sidewalk necessary o r 
convenient f o r the public health, safety or welfare, the 
C i t y c o u n c i l may t h e n o r d e r such work t o be done p u r s u a n t 
t o t h e procedures e s t a b l i s h e d t h e r e f o r i n RCW 35.68 
r e l a t i n g t o local improvement d i s t r i c t s f o r sidewalks, 
curbs and gutters; o r i n the a l t e r n a t i v e , where the 
c o u n c i l deems t h e method a p p r o p r i a t e , t h e c o u n c i l may 
r e q u i r e such work t o be done pursuant t o K i r k l a n d 
M u n i c i p a l Code C h a p t e r 21.48 r e l a t i n g t o p u b l i c i m p r o v e - 
ments required t o be done i n connection w i t h c e r t a i n land 
use and c o n s t r u c t i o n permits. I n e i t h e r case, t h e cost 
o f such proposed sidewalk construction o r sidewalk repair 
s h a l l be borne by the abutting property o r the owners 
t h e r e o f , t o t h e e x t e n t deemed r e a s o n a b l e and a p p r o p r i a t e 
by the C i t y council i n accordance with the procedure then 
t o be f o l l o w e d p u r s u a n t t o e i t h e r RCW 35.68 o r K i r k l a n d 
M u n i c i p a l Code C h a p t e r 21 .48. 

S e c t i o n 2. Savings c l a u s e . I f any s e c t i o n , s u b s e c t i o n , 
sentence, clause, phrase, part o r portion o f t h i s ordinance 
i s f o r any reason held t o be i n v a l i d o r unconstitutional by 
any court o f competent j u r i s d i c t i o n , such decision s h a l l n o t 
affect the v a l i d i t y o f the remaining portions o f t h i s ordinance. 

Section 3. Ordinance 920 o f t h e C i t y o f K i r k l a n d r e l a t i n g 
t o sidewalks and adopted October 21, 1963, be and i t hereby i s 
repealed. 

Section 4. This ordinance s h a l l be i n f o r c e and take 
e f f e c t f i v e days from and a f t e r i t s passage by t h e C i t y c o u n c i l 
and posting o r p u b l i c a t i o n as r e q u i r e d by law. 

Passed by t h e K i r k l a n d C i t y Council i n r e g u l a r meeting on 
the 1st day o f March , 1982. 

S i g n e d i n a u t h e n t i c a t i o n t h e r e o f on t h e k t day of March 
1982. 

& M O R p r o tern 

, 
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ATTEST: 

- APPROVED AS ’TO FORM: 

6 , d G % 
City ttorney 

C E R T I F I C A T I O N OF POSTING 

I hereby c e r t i f y under penalty o f perjury that the fore- 
g o i n g o r d i n a n c e was p o s t e d o n t h e 3rd d a y o f March 
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1 9 8 2 i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h t h e provisions o f RCW 3 5 A . 1 2 . 1 6 0 a n d 
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