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ORDINANCE NO. 257 6 

A N ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF KIRKLAND RELATING TO IMPROVEMENTS 
I N RIGHTS-OF-WAY. 

WHEREAS, i t i s i m p o r t a n t t o e s t a b l i s h u n i f o r m s t a n d a r d s f o r 
improving p u b l i c rights-of-way throughout t h e City; and 

WHEREAS, an E n v i r o n m e n t a l C h e c k l i s t was p r e p a r e d a n d a 
F i n a l D e c l a r a t i o n o f N o n - S i g n i f i c a n c e was made p u r s u a n t t o t h e 
r e q u i r e m e n t s o f t h e S t a t e E n v i r o n m e n t a l P o l i c y A c t (RCW 43.21C; 
WAC 1 9 7 - 1 0 ; and K i r k l a n d O r d i n a n c e No. 2473, as amended). T h i s 
C h e c k l i s t and D e c l a r a t i o n o f Non-Significance were a v a i l a b l e t o 
t h e Development Code Commission a t t h e p u b l i c h e a r i n g h e l d on 
t h i s issue. The Development Code Commission c o n s i d e r e d t h i s 
information i n formulating i t s recommendation t o C i t y Council, 
and C i t y Council considered t h i s i n f o r m a t i o n i n t a k i n g f i n a l 
a c t i o n on t h i s recommendation; 

BE I T O R D A I N E D b y t h e C i t y C o u n c i l o f t h e C i t y o f K i r k l a n d 
as f o l l o w s : 

S e c t i o n 1. A p p l i c a b i l i t y . T h i s O r d i n a n c e a p p l i e s t o e v e r y 
p i e c e o f p r o p e r t y f o r which an a p p l i c a t i o n f o r any o f the 
f o l l o w i n g i s made a f t e r t h e e f f e c t i v e d a t e o f t h i s o r d i n a n c e : 

1. A s u b d i v i s i o n 

2. Any o f t h e f o l l o w i n g i f t h e c o s t o f t h e proposed 
improvements exceed 50% o f t h e replacement c o s t o f any 
improvements t h a t e x i s t on t h e subject property: 

a. A P l a n n e d U n i t Development. 
b. A C o n d i t i o n a l Use P e r m i t . 
c. A U n c l a s s i f i e d Use P e r m i t . 
d. A S u b s t a n t i a l D e v e l o p m e n t P e r m i t . 
e. A B u i l d i n g P e r m i t . 

S e c t i o n 2. Purpose. The purpose o f t h i s ordinance i s t o 
provide uniform requirements f o r t h e extent and t h e nature o f 
improvements t h a t must be provided by an a p p l i c a n t i n t h e 
right-of-way abutting property t h a t i s being developed. 

S e c t i o n 3. A l l Developments Must Comply. A l l a p p l i c a n t s 
f o r developments t o which the ordinance applies shall provide 
t h e improvements as s p e c i f i e d i n t h i s ordinance. 

S e c t i o n 4. S p e c i a l R e g u l a t i o n s A p p l i c a b l e i n C e r t a i n 
Areas The f o l l o w i n g i s a s e r i e s o f s p e c i a l s i t u a t i o n s w i t h 
applicable regulations: 

1. I f t h e C i t y C o u n c i l h a s a p p r o v e d a P u b l i c I m p r o v e m e n t s 
Master Plan that includes a particular right-of-way, 
t h a t Master Plan w i l l govern the improvements t o be 
provided by developments t h a t abut t h a t right-of-way.



2. I f P a r a g r a p h 1 o f t h i s S e c t i o n does n o t a p p l y and if 
the subject property i s zoned Central Business 
D i s t r i c t , the Director o f the Department o f Public 
Services w i l l e s t a b l i s h t h e e x t e n t and n a t u r e o f 
r e q u i r e d improvements i n t h e right-of-way on a 
case-by-case basis. 

3. I f Paragraphs 1 and 2 o f t h i s S e c t i o n do n o t apply, 
the applicant must provide the improvements as 
established i n Section 5 o f t h i s Ordinance. 

Section 5. Required P u b l i c Improvements 

. 1 General. Paragraphs 3 through 9 o f t h i s Section 
establish d i f f e r e n t improvements f o r the d i f f e r e n t 
classifications o f rights-of-ways l i s t e d i n Paragraph 
2 o f t h i s Section. The a p p l i c a n t s h a l l i n s t a l l t h e 
specified improvements from the center l i n e o f the 
r i g h t - o f - w a y t o t h e a p p l i c a n t ’ s p r o p e r t y l i n e . The 
a p p l i c a n t may i n c r e a s e t h e d i m e n s i o n s o f any r e q u i r e d 
improvement o r i n s t a l l additional improvements i n the 
right-of-way with the written consent of the Director 
of the Department o f Public Services. 

2. R i g h t - o f - w a y D e s i g n a t i o n Map A d o p t e d . The D i r e c t o r o f 
the Public Services Department i s directed t o produce 
and keep c u r r e n t a ~ i g h t s - o f - w a yDesignation ~ a p , 
designating each right-of-way other than alleys, 
according t o the following criteria. 
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RIGHT-OF-WAY DESIGNATION CRITERIA 

I Street Designation General Description 

Average Dai l y 
Trips Level 

Cul-de-sac Permanent1 y dead-ended 
streets. 

Neighborhood Access Streets providing access t o 
adjacent residences and t o 
cul-de-sacs and 1i n k i n g these 
areas with neighborhood 
collector streets. 

Neighborhood Collector Streets providing access t o 
adjacent residences and t o 
cul-de-sacs, l i n k i n g neigh- 
borhood access streets t o 
a r t e r i a l s and l i n k i n g two o r 
more neighborhoods o r areas 
together 

Commercial C o l l e c t o r 

I Collector Arterial 

Streets providing access t o 
adjacent commercial s i t e s and 
l i n k i n g these areas with the 
a r t e r i a l system. 

Intra-community highways con- 
necting residential neighbor- 
hoods w i t h commercial areas 
and s e c o n d a r i l y p r o v i d i n g 
access t o adjacent residence. 

Secondary A r t e r i a l Intra-community highways con- 
necting community centers. 
Access t o adjacent residences 
i s not p e r m i t t e d when accept- 
able alternate access i s 
available. 

Primary Arterial I n t r a and inter-community 
highways connecting major 
community centers, access t o 
adjacent residences or single 
commercial s i t e s i s not per- 
m i t t e d when acceptable a l t e r - 
nate access i s available. 

L e s s ’than 5 0 0 

L e s s than 1 , 0 0 0 

- 500 2,000 

- 500 2,000 

- 1,000 10,000 

5,000 - 25,000 

15,000 - 40,000 
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4. N e l g h b o r h o v d A c c e s s S t r e e t s . The c h a r . a n d d i a g r a m s 
below e s t a b l i s h t h e extent and nature o f t h e 
i ~ p r o v e m e n t st h a t nus: b e p r o v i d e d o n a N e i g h b o r h o o d 
Access Street. iee also Sections 5 through 8 f o r 
Other requirercents t h a t apply t o improvements i n the 
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1. A landscaping S t r i p must be provided unless one o f t h e f o l l a i n g 
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5. m b c r h o o . C o l l e c t c r S t r e e t s . The c...rt and 
diagrzrs below e s t a ~ l ! s h m x : e n t and n a t u r e cf t h e 
lnprovenents t h a t must be provided i n a Neighborhood 
C o l l e c t o r S f r e c r . See a l s o S e c t i o n s 6 t h r o u g h 8 f o r 
other requirements t h a t apply t o improvements i n the 
rsght-of-way. 
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applies: 

a. The s u b j e c t DroDertr i s i n o t h e r than an RS zone. 
b. The ave;age ;lobe o? t h e ground frm the right-of-way t o 

the f r o n t yard setback l i n e i s more than 501 (22.50). 
C. The D i r e c t o r o f t h e Deoartment of P u b l i c Services 

determines i n w i t l n g t h a t the frontage of the subject 
property i s too short t o provide a useful landscape s t r i p 
and i t i s u n l i k e l y t h a t development on adjacent properties 
w i l l Increase t h i s s t r i p i n the future. 

The c e n t e r l i n e o f the inprovenents m s t correspond t o the 
c e n t e r l i n e of the right-of-way.
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i . Collectbr krterlal Streets. The chart and diagrams 
be or establish the extent and nature of the 
imirovements that must be provided i n Collector 
Arterial Streets. See also Sections 6 through 8 for 

other requirements that apply to improvements in t h e 
right-of-way.



8. Secondary Arterial Streets. The Director of the 
Department of Public Services shall determine the 
extent and nature of improvements required in 
Secondary Arterial Streets on a case-by-case basis. 
The pavement width of a Secondary Arterial Street must 
be at least 44 feet. 

9. Primary Arterial Streets. The Director of the 
Department of Public Services shall determine the 
extent and nature of improvements required in Primary 
Arterial Streets on a case-by-case basis. 

Section 6. This Section contains a series of requirements 
that apply to improvements required or proposed to be installed 
in the right-of-way. 

1. Dedication of Right-of-way. If a right-of-way 
adjacent to the subject property is not wide enough to 
contain the required improvements, the applicant shall 
dedicate as right-of-way a strip of land adjacent to 
the existing right-of-way equal to one-half of the 
needed additional width. 

2. Fire Hydrants. The applicant shall install fire 
hydrants where and in the manner svecified b - v the 
~ e p a r t m e n tof Fire Services. 

3. Incompatible Improvements. If improvements required 
by this ordinance will connect with existing 
improvements in the same riqht-of-wav that do not 
conform to this ordinance, the following regulations 
apply: 

a. If the improvements will connect with existing 
improvements of a greater dimension, the new 
improvement must be built at the greater 
dimension unless the Director of the Department 
of Public Services determines that the dimensions 
of the existing improvement will be decreased in 
the future. 

b. If the improvements will connect with existing 
improvements of a lesser dimension, the following 
regulations apply. 

1. If t h e Director of the Department of Public 
Services determines that the dimension of 
the existing improvement will not be 
increased in the future, the new improvement 
must be’permanently flared or tapered to 
match the existing improvements. These 
improvement designs must be approved by the 
Director of the Department of Public 
Services. 
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2. I f t h e D i r e c t o r o f t h e Department o f P u b l i c 
Services determines t h a t the dimensions o f 
the e x i s t i n g improvement w i l l be increased 
i n the future, the applicant shall install 
the required improvements i n the f u l l length 
of the right-of-way adjacent t o the subject 
property with temporary flaring o r tapering 
on t h e e x i s t i n g improvements. These 
improvement designs must be approved by the 
Director o f the Department o f Public 
Services. 

c. Landscaped Islands. The a p p l i c a n t s h a l l p l a n t 
a l l landscape islands with vegetation approved by 
t h e City. The a p p l i c a n t s h a l l bond o r p r o v i d e 
other surety, i n ’ a form acceptable t o the City 
Attorney, f o r the maintenance o f the landscaping 
f o r a two-year period. Following t h i s two-year 
period, the owners o f abutting property s h a l l 
maintain the landscape island. 

d. L a n d s c a p e S t r i p . The a p p . l i c a n t s h a l l p l a n t a l l 
landscape s t r i p s with vegetation approved by the 
City. The owners o f t h e a b u t t i n g p r o p e r t y s h a l l 
maintain the vegetation i n the strip. A 
maintenance requirement, i n a form acceptable t o 
t h e C i t y Attorney, s h a l l be recorded i n t h e King 
County Department o f E l e c t i o n s and Records and 
w i l l run with the abutting properties. It i s a 
v i o l a t i o n o f t h i s Ordinance t o pave o r cover the 
landscape s t r i p with impervious material o r t o 
park motor vehicles on t h i s strip. 

f. Mailboxes. To t h e maximum e x t e n t p o s s i b l e , 
mailboxes f o r a l l u n i t s o r uses i n the 
development must be grouped. 

g. S t r e e t S i g n s and T r a f f i c C o n t r o l D e v i c e s . The 
applicant s h a l l i n s t a l l a l l s t r e e t signs and 
t r a f f i c c o n t r o l devices i n t h e l o c a t i o n and 
manner established by t h e Department o f P u b l i c 
Services. 

h. Trees. A l l t r e e s p l a n t e d i n t h e r i g h t - o f - w a y 
must be two inches i n diameter a t t h e time o f 
p l a n t i n g as measured one f o o t above f i n i s h e d 
grade w i t h a canopy t h a t s t a r t s a t least e i g h t 
f e e t above f i n i s h e d grade and a l l species t o be 
planted must be approved by the Department o f 
Parks.



i. U t i l i t y L i n e s a n d A p p u r t e n a n c e s . W a t e r m e t e r s , 
u t i l i t y l i n e s and o t h e r u t i l i t - y a . P . D u r t e n a n c e s 
must be l o c a t e d i n t h e u t i l i t y s t r i p u n l e s s an 
alternate location i s approved o r required by the 
D i r e c t o r o f P u b l i c Services. Any u t i l i t y 
appurtenances located i n the landscape s t r i p must 
be no h i g h e r than t h e f i n i s h grade whenever 
f e a s i b l e . Telephone and c a b l e v i s i o n l i n e s must 
be placed i n conduit under t h e sidewalk or, i f 
this i s not feasible, buried i n the u t i l i t y strip 
o r t h e landscape s t r i p as d e s i g n a t e d b y t h e 
Director o f Public Services. 

j. O t h e r N e c e s s a r y Improvements. The a p p l i c a n t 
s h a l l i n s t a l l any o t h e r improvements t h a t a r e 
necessary f o r the i n s t a l l a t i o n o r proper 
operations o r maintenance o f the improvements 
required by t h i s ordinance. 

Section 7 . Engineering Standards. The D i r e c t o r o f t h e 
Department o f Public Services i s d i r e c t e d t o develop and keep 
current f u l l engineering standards and s p e c i f i c a t i o n s f o r a l l 
improvements i n the right-of-way. These standards and 
specifications, which w i l l be available t o t h e public, must be 
adhered t o f o r a l l improvements i n the right-of-way. 

Section 8. Modifications, Deferments and Waivers. 

1. G e n e r a l . T h e p r o v i s i o n s o f t h i s S e c t i o n e s t a b l i s h 
under what circumstances t h e requirement o f t h i s 
o r d i n a n c e may be m o d i f i e d , d e f e r r e d o r waived. 

2. A u t h o r i t y t o Grant. 

a. I f t h e p r o p o s e d d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e s u b j e c t 
property requires approval by the City Council, 
Houghton Community Council, o r Development Review 
Committee, t h e group w i t h a u t h o r i t y t o grant t h e 
approval i s authorized t o grant a modification, 
deferment o r waiver under the provisions o f t h i s 
Section. 

b. I f t h e proposed development o f t h e s u b j e c t 
property does n o t r e q u i r e approval by t h e C i t y 
Council, Houghton Community Council o r 
Development Review Committee, t h e D i r e c t o r o f t h e 
D e p a r t m e n t o f P u b l i c S e r v i c e s may g r a n t a 
modification, deferment o r waiver i n w r i t i n g 
under the provisions o f t h i s section. 

Ord. 2576



3. M o d i f i c a t i o n s . The City may r e q u i r e o r g r a n t a 
modification t o the nature o r extent o f any required 
improvement f o r any o f the f o l l o w i n g reasons: 

a. I f t h e improvement as r e q u i r e d w o u l d n o t be 
harmonious w i t h the e x i s t i n g improvements and 
t h e i r construction would not be advantageous t o 
t h e neighborhood o r t h e C i t y as a whole. 

b. I f unusual t o p o g r a p h i c o r p h y s i c a l c o n d i t i o n s 
preclude t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e improvement as 
required. 

c. I f other unusual circumstances preclude t h e 
c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e improvements as required. 

4. Deferment. The C i t y may r e q u i r e o r p e r m i t t h a t t h e 
required improvements be i n s t a l l e d a t a l a t e r time f o r 
any o f the f o l l o w i n g reasons: 

a. I f t h e r e q u i r e d improvement c a n n o t f u n c t i o n 
properly until adjoining portions of the 
right-of-way are improved t o standards o f t h i s 
Ordinance. 

b. I f t h e c o r r e c t v e r t i c a l o r h o r i z o n t a l a l i g n m e n t 
f o r the r e q u i r e d improvement cannot be determined 
because the streets from which the alignment must 
be determined do n o t have c o r r e c t alignments. 

c. I f constructing the required improvements i n the 
proper v e r t i c a l and h o r i z o n t a l alignment w i l l 
cause t h e new improvement n o t t o f u n c t i o n 
properly or safely with existing adjoining 
improvements. I f the proper alignment can be 
determined b u t has n o t been, t h e a p p l i c a n t s h a l l 
do p r e l i m i n a r y e n g i n e e r i n g f o r t h e improvements 
t o establish the proper alignment but only if the 
proposed development contains f i v e o r more 
dwelling u n i t s o r 500 square f e e t o r more o f 
non-residential gross f l o o r area. I f the 
proposed development contains less than 5 
d w e l l i n g u n i t s and l e s s t h a n 500 square f e e t o f 
non-residential gross f l o o r area, the C i t y w i l l 
do t h i s p r e l i m i n a r y engineering. 
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I f t h e C i t y approves a deferment, t h e a p p l i c a n t and t h e City 
must sign a concomitant agreement, i n a form acceptable t o t h e 
City Attorney, specifying that the applicant or hislher 
successors w i l l i n s t a l l t h e r e q u i r e d improvements when n o t i f i e d 
t o do so by t h e C i t y . T h i s agreement must be f i l e d w i t h t h e 
King County Department o f Elections and Records and w i l l r u n 
with the property. 

5. Waiver. The C i t y may waive and n o t r e q u i r e o r a l l o w 
i n s t a l l a t i o n s o f a required improvement i f the City 
determines t h a t t h e current l e v e l and extent o f t h e 
improvement i n the right-of-way adjacent t o the 
subject property w i l l not be changed i n the future. 

S e c t i o n 9. Repealor. O r d i n a n c e Number 2431 i s h e r e b y 
repealed. 

Section 10. I f any section, subsection, sentence, clause, 
phrase, p a r t o r p o r t i o n o f t h i s Ordinance i s f o r any reason 
held t o be i n v a l i d o r unconstitutional by any c o u r t o f 
competent j u r i s d i c t i o n , such decision s h a l l n o t a f f e c t t h e 
v a l i d i t y o f the remaining portions o f t h i s Ordinance. 

S e c t i o n 11. T h i s O r d i n a n c e s h a l l b e i n f o r c e a n d t a k e 
e f f e c t f i v e (5) days f r o m and a f t e r i t s passage b y t h e C i t y 
Council and p u b l i c a t i o n as r e q u i r e d b y law. 

. 
PASSED BY THE KIRKLAND CITY COUNCIL I N REGULAR MEETING o n 
t h e l?th day o f January , 1 9 8 1 

. SIGNED I N AUTHENTICATION t h e r e o f on t h e 1 9 t h d a y 
o f January , 19 8 1 

ATTEST: 

Dir’ector of/Adimidistration and Finance 
(ex o f f i c i p City Clerk) 

APPROVED A S TO FORM: 

City Attorney 

( 
\ 

Ord. 2576.


