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ORDINANCE NO. 2394 

~ o Q 3 9 Y 6 , 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF KIRKLAND RELAT1,NG TO THE ESTAB- 
LISHMENT AND MAINTENANCE OF FIRE LANES AND ADDING CHAPTER 
2 1 . 3 4 TO T I T L E 2 1 OF THE KIRKLAND MUNICIPAL CODE. 

BE I T ORDAINED b y t h e C i t y C o u n c i l o f t h e C i t y o f 
K i r k l a n d as f o l l o w s : 

S e c t i o n 1. There i s hereby added t o T i t l e 21 o f t h e 
K i r k l a n d M u n i c i p a l Code a new c h a p t e r t o be known as 
Chapter 21.34 t o r e a d as f o l l o w s : 

21.34.0.10 - D e f i n i t i o n F i r e Lane. A parcel 
o f l a n d designated and maintained by the owner t h e r e o f , 
as a p u b l i c way, as d e f i n e d i n S e c t i o n 3301(c) Uniform 
B u i l d i n g Code, t o p r o v i d e access f r o m an i m p r o v e d p u b l i c 
s t r e e t , f o r f i r e f i g h t i n g and o t h e r emergency equipment and 
personnel. 

21.34.020 Duty t o Establish. It s h a l l be the 
duty o f the owner, o r such owner’s designated agent, o f any 
real property improved by a structure (exo3usive o f a single 
family residential structure not within the exception providdd 
i n subsection 1 o f t h i s section) t o designate and maintain a t 
a l l times a f i r e lane appurtenant t o such structure. Designation 
and maintenance s h a l l i n c l u d e t h e i n s t a l l a t i o n and maintenance 
o f s i g n s i d e n t i f y i n g the f i r e lane. Such s i g n s s h a l l be i n 
a format approved by the Director o f Fire Services. 

1 ) Driveways and/or easements serving more than 
one s i n g l e f a m i l y residence s h a l l be designated and main- 
t a i n e d as f i r e lanes where necessary i n o r d e r t o a t a l l 
t i m e s p r o v i d e a minimum o f a 12 f o o t c l e a r a n c e t h r o u g h such 
driveway o r easement. 

2 ) When t h e e x c e p t i o n i n s u b s e c t i o n 1 o f t h i s 
s e c t i o n applies, a l l d u t i e s imposed upon "owner" w i t h i n t h i s 
c h a p t e r s h a l l be imposed upon each owner o f a s i n g l e f a m i l y 
residence serviced by a driveway o r easement f a l l i n g w i t h i n 
s a i d exception. Likewise, any charge o r l i e n authorized 
a g a i n s t an owner i n t h i s c h a p t e r s h a l l be a u t h o r i z e d a g a i n s t 
each such owner on an a p p o r t i o n e d b a s i s . 

21.34.030 Duty o f Department o f Fire Services. 

Whenever i t may come t o t h e a t t e n t i o n o f t h e D i r e c t o C 
o f Department o f F i r e Seruices o r any employee o r o f f i c e r o f 
the Department o f Fire Services, t h a t a required f i r e lane 
has e i t h e r n o t been designated o r i s n o t being maintained as 
herein required, the Director shall : 

1 ) Cause n o t i c e t o be g i v e n t o t h e owner o f s a i d 
property or his designated agent that f a i l u r e t o designate 
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and maintain a f i r e lane i s a v i o l a t i o n o f t h i s ordinance, 
and t h a t such v i o l a t i o n must be c o r r e c t e d w i t h i n 30 days 
o f t h e date o f g i v i n g such n o t i c e , and t h a t i n t h e event 
the v i o l a t i o n continues beyond t h e 30 day period; t h a t t h e 
F i r e D e p a r t m e n t may commence e n f o r c e m e n t p r o c e e d i n g s e i t h e r 
b y t h e f i l i n g o f an o r d i n a n c e v i o l a t i o n c o m p l a i n t w i t h a 
court o f competent j u r i s d i c t i o n o r i n the alternative, 
come on t o t h e p r o p e r t y o f t h e v i o l a t o r and d e s i g n a t e and 
sign the required f i r e lane. 

2) Whenever n o t i c e o f v i o l a t i o n i s r e q u i r e d t o 
be given by the Department o f F i r e Servies t o a property 
owner, under the provisions o f t h i s subsection, such n o t i c e 
s h a l l be i n w r i t i n g and s h a l l be served upon t h e p r o p e r t y 
owner by m a i l i n g t o him a t h i s address as appears on the 
property tax r o l l s maintained i n the office o f the King 
County Director o f Finance (ex o f f i c i o County Treasurer) 
and by posting a copy o f s a i d n o t i c e i n a conspicuous 
p l a c e on t h e premises where t h e v i o l a t i o n i s o c c u r r i n g . 

21.34.040 - F a i l u r e t o comply L i e n on P r o p e r t y . 
Any expense r e a s o n a b l y i n c u r r e d b y t h e City o f K i r k l a n d , as 
a r e s u l t o f the Department o f Fire-Services carrying out 
i t s d u t y imposed b y S e c t i o n 21.34.030 o f t h i s chapter, s h a l l 
become a charge a g a i n s t t h e owner o f t h e p r o p e r t y and a l i e n 
against the property. 

21.34.050 - - N o t i c e o f l i e n Form Enforcement. 
The n o t i c e o f l i e n h e r e i n b e f o r e p r o v i d e d s h a l l be s u b s t a n t i a l l y 
t h e same f o r m as p r o v i d e d b y l a w f o r l i e n s f o r l a b o r and m a t e r - 
i a l i n t h e S t a t e o f Washington, s h a l l be f i l e d w i t h t h e same 
o f f i c e r w i t h i n t h e same t i m e and manner and e n f o r c e d and 
foreclosed as i s provided by Washington law f o r l i e n s o f 
l a b o r and m a t e r i a l . 

21.34.060 Duty t o Honor Designated F i r e Lanes. 
I t s h a l l be unlawful f o r any person t o cause o r a l l o w any 
vehicle o r other impeding object t o remain i n a designated 
f i r e lane. 

1) Any person who f a i l s t o meet t h e d u t y imposed 
b y t h i s s e c t i o n s h a l l be g u i l t y o f a misdemeanor. 

21.34.070 Enforcement. 

1 ) The K i r k l a n d P o l i c e Department i s a u t h o r i z e d t o 
impound any motor vehicle o r impeding o b j e c t remaining i n a 
designated f i r e lane. 

2) The c o s t o f impoundment s h a l l be charged t o t h e 
r e g i s t e r e d owner o f any motor v e h i c l e i n v i o l a t i o n o f Section 
21.34.060 o f t h i s chapter. 
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3) The c o s t o f impounding an i m p e d i n g o b j e c t o t h e r 
than a motor vehicle, l e f t i n a designated f i r e lane i n 
v i o l a t i o n o f S e c t i o n 21.34.060 s h a l l be charged t o t h e person 
found, through investigation by the Kirkland Police Department, 
t o be responsible f o r such violation. 

21.34.080 Duty o f owner t o r e p o r t v i o l a t i o n s . I t 
s h a l l be the duty o f t h e owner o f r e a l paoperty o r such owner’s 
designated agent t o immediately r e p o r t any known v i o l a t i o n s 
o f Section 21.34.060. 

1) A v i o l a t i o n o f t h i s section shall constitute 
a misdemeanor. 

ADOPTED BY MAJORITY VOTE o f t h e K i r k l a n d C i t y C o u n c i l i n 
r e g u l a r m e e t i n g o n t h e 5th day o f June , 1978. 
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