
ORDINANCE NO. 2292 

AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO THE FIRE AND POLICE C I V I L SERVICE 
F . O . R T - HE CITY O . F - K I - R . K L A N D A N D ADOPTING THE "RULE OF THREE" 
FOR THE APPOINTMENT OF CHIEF OF POLICE AND FIRE CHIEF AND 
ADDING A NEW SECTION TO CHAPTER 3.52 AND TO CHAPTER 3.56 
OF THE KIRKLAND MUNICIPAL CODE. 

WHEREAS, t h e C i v i l S e r v i c e p r o v i s i o n s o f RCW 41.12 and 
RCW 41.08 r e l a t i n g r e s p e c t i v e l y t o p o l i c e and f i r e p e r s o n n e l 
f o r cities i n t h e S t a t e of Washington, include s p e c i f i c a l l y 
t h e department head o r c h i e f as t o both t h e P o l i c e Department 
and F i r e Department, and 

WHEREAS, s a i d p r o v i s i o n s f u r t h e r a p p e a r t o e s t a b l i s h a 
" r u l e o f one" w i t h a s i x month p r o b a t i o n a r y t e r m as t o a l l 
classified position appointments, including department head 
o r c h i e f , r a t h e r t h a n t h e more commonly u s e d " r u l e of t h r e e " , 
and 

WHEREAS, s a i d s t a t u t e s f u r t h e r r e q u i r e a l l Washington 
cities t o adopt police and f i r e Civil Service provision i n 
accordance with s a i d s t a t u t e s , or t o e s t a b l i s h systems which 
"substantially accomplish" t h e purposes of said state statutes, 
and 

WHEREAS, t h e C i t y Manager as " a p p o i n t i n g a u t h o r i t y " h a s 
recommended t h a t t h e C i t y of Kirkland p r o v i s i o n s b e modified 
t o p r o v i d e f o r ’la r u l e o f t h r e e " as t o t h e a p p o i n t m e n t f o r 
Police Chief and Fire Chief, and 

WHEREAS, t h e C i t y C o u n c i l r e c o g n i z e s t h a t t h e p o s i t i o n s 
of P o l i c e Chief and F i r e Chief include t h e e x e r c i s e of admin- 
i s t r a t i v e and policy d i s c r e t i o n beyond t h a t normally delegated 
t o Civil Service classified personnel, and t h a t a greater 
e l e m e n t o f c h o i c e by t h e a p p o i n t i n g a u t h o r i t y i n making 
appointments t o t h e s e two p o s i t i o n s i s n e c e s s a r y and d e s i r a b l e , 
and 

WHEREAS, s u c h d e g r e e o f c h o i c e i s a v a i l a b l e u n d e r t h e 
"rule of three", but not under t h e "rule of one", and



WHEREAS, t h e a d o p t i o n o f t h e " r u l e o f t h r e e " i n r e g a r d t o 
t h e positions of Police Chief and F i r e Chief nevertheless 
maintain l o c a l f i r e and policy C i v i l Service systems which 
substantially accomplish t h e purposes of the s t a t e statutes, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE I T ORDAINED by t h e C i t y C o u n c i l o f 
t h e City of Kirkland as follows: 

S e c t i o n 1. There i s h e r e b y added t o C h a p t e r 3.52, C i v i l 
Service Commission f o r City P o l i c e , Kirkland Municipal Code, 
a new s e c t i o n t o r e a d as f o l l o w s : 

"3.52.060 Special Provisions f o r Appointment of 
Chief of Police: Notwithstanding t h e provisions 
of RCW 4 1 . 1 2 o r any r u l e o r r e g u l a t i o n o f t h e C i v i l 
Service Commission which might be construed t o be 
a p p l i e d i n some o t h e r manner, t h e f o l l o w i n g s p e c i a l 
p r o v i s i o n s s h a l l a p p l y t o t h e appointment of t h e 
Chief of P o l i c e : Whenever t h e a p p o i n t i n g a u t h o r i t y 
r e p o r t s t o t h e commission a vacancy i n t h e p o s i t i o n 
of Chief of Police, t h e commission s h a l l c e r t i f y t o 
t h e a p p o i n t i n g a u t h o r i t y t h e names of t h e t h r e e 
persons appearing highest on the e l i g i b i l i t y list 
p r e p a r e d o r t o be p r e p a r e d by t h e commission i n 
a c c o r d a n c e w i t h i t s normal p r o c e d u r e s . To e n a b l e 
the appointing authority t o exercise a choice i n 
the f i l l i n g of t h e position of Chief of Police, 
h e s h a l l make t h e a p p o i n t m e n t from among t h e t h r e e 
persons so certified." 

Section 2. There i s hereby added t o Chapter 35.56, C i v i l 
S e r v i c e Commission f o r Firemen, K i r k l a n d M u n i c i p a l Code, a new 
section t o read as follows: 

"3.56.060 Special Provisions f o r Appointment of 
Fire Chiet: Notwithstanding the provisions of 
RCW 41.08 o r any r u l e o r r e g u l a t i o n o f t h e C i v i l 
Service commission which might be construed t o be 
a p p l i e d i n some o t h e r manner, t h e f o l l o w i n g s p e c i a l 
provisions s h a l l apply t o the appointment of the 
F i r e Chief: Whenever t h e a p p o i n t i n g a u t h o r i t y 
r e p o r t s t o t h e commission a vacancy i n t h e p o s i t i o n 
of F i r e Chief, t h e commission s h a l l c e r t i f y t o t h e 
a p p o i n t i n g a u t h o r i t y t h e names of t h e t h r e e persons 
appearing highest on t h e e l i g i b i l i t y l i s t prepared 
o r t o be p r e p a r e d by t h e commission i n accordance 
w i t h i t s normal p r o c e d u r e s . To e n a b l e t h e a p p o i n t i n g 
authority t o exercise a choice i n t h e f i l l i n g of t h e 
p o s i t i o n o f F i r e C h i e f , h e s h a l l make t h e a p p o i n t m e n t 
from among t h e t h r e e p e r s o n s s o c e r t i f i e d . " 
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Section 3 . This Ordinance s h a l l be i n force and e f f e c t 
f i v e days from and a f t e r i t s passage and publication and 
r e q u i r e d by l a w . 

PASSED by t h e K i r k l a n d C i t y C o u n c i l i n r e g u l a r m e e t i n g 
o n t h e 5 t h day of May ,1975. 

SIGNED i n a u t h e n t i c a t i o n t h 
May ,1975. 

day of 
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