
ORDINANCE N O .  2292 

AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO THE FIRE AND POLICE C I V I L  SERVICE 
FOR THE CITY OF KIRKLAND AND ADOPTING THE "RULE OF THREE" .. - .- -. 

FOR THE APPOINTMENT OF CHIEF OF POLICE AND FIRE CHIEF AND 
ADDING A NEW SECTION TO CHAPTER 3.52 AND TO CHAPTER 3.56 
OF THE KIRKLAND MUNICIPAL CODE. 

WHEREAS, t h e  C i v i l  S e r v i c e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  RCW 41.12 and 
RCW 41.08 r e l a t i n g  r e s p e c t i v e l y  t o  p o l i c e  and f i r e  p e r s o n n e l  
f o r  c i t i es  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  Washington, i n c l u d e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
t h e  depar tment  head o r  c h i e f  as t o  b o t h  t h e  P o l i c e  Department 
and F i r e  Department ,  and 

WHEREAS, s a i d  p r o v i s i o n s  f u r t h e r  a p p e a r  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a 
" r u l e  o f  one" w i t h  a s i x  month p r o b a t i o n a r y  t e r m  as t o  a l l  
c l a s s i f i e d  p o s i t i o n  appo in tments ,  i n c l u d i n g  depar tment  head 
or  c h i e f ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  more commonly used " r u l e  of t h r e e " ,  
and 

WHEREAS, s a i d  s t a t u t e s  f u r t h e r  r e q u i r e  a l l  Washington 
c i t i es  t o  a d o p t  p o l i c e  and f i r e  C i v i l  S e r v i c e  p r o v i s i o n  i n  
accordance  w i t h  s a i d  s t a t u t e s ,  o r  t o  e s t a b l i s h  sys tems which 
" s u b s t a n t i a l l y  accompl ish"  t h e  purposes  o f  s a i d  s t a t e  s t a t u t e s ,  
and 

WHEREAS, t h e  C i t y  Manager as " a p p o i n t i n g  a u t h o r i t y "  h a s  
recommended t h a t  t h e  C i t y  of  Ki rk land  p r o v i s i o n s  b e  modif ied  
t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  'la r u l e  o f  t h r e e "  as t o  t h e  appointment  f o r  
P o l i c e  Chief  and F i r e  C h i e f ,  and 

WHEREAS, t h e  C i t y  Counci l  r e c o g n i z e s  t h a t  t h e  p o s i t i o n s  
of  P o l i c e  Chief  and F i r e  Chief i n c l u d e  t h e  e x e r c i s e  of admin- 
i s t r a t i v e  and p o l i c y  d i s c r e t i o n  beyond t h a t  normal ly  d e l e g a t e d  
t o  C i v i l  S e r v i c e  c l a s s i f i e d  p e r s o n n e l ,  and t h a t  a g r e a t e r  
e lement  o f  c h o i c e  by t h e  a p p o i n t i n g  a u t h o r i t y  i n  making 
appointments  t o  t h e s e  two p o s i t i o n s  i s  n e c e s s a r y  and d e s i r a b l e ,  
and 

WHEREAS, such  d e g r e e  o f  c h o i c e  i s  a v a i l a b l e  under  t h e  
" r u l e  o f  t h r e e " ,  b u t  n o t  under  t h e  " r u l e  o f  one" ,  and 



WHEREAS, t h e  adopt ion  of  t h e  " r u l e  of  t h r e e "  i n  r e g a r d  t o  
t h e  p o s i t i o n s  o f  P o l i c e  Chief and F i r e  Chief n e v e r t h e l e s s  
main ta in  l o c a l  f i r e  and po l i cy  C i v i l  S e r v i c e  systems which 
s u b s t a n t i a l l y  accomplish t h e  purposes of  t h e  s t a t e  s t a t u t e s ,  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE I T  ORDAINED by t h e  C i ty  Council  of  
t h e  C i ty  of Kirkland as fo l lows:  

Sec t ion  1. There i s  hereby added t o  Chapter  3.52, C i v i l  
Se rv i ce  Commission f o r  Ci ty  P o l i c e ,  Kirkland Municipal  Code, 
a new s e c t i o n  t o  read  as fo l lows:  

"3.52.060 S p e c i a l  Prov is ions  f o r  Appointment of  
Chief of  Po l i ce :  Notwithstanding t h e  p rov i s ions  
of RCW 4 1 . 1 2  o r  any r u l e  o r  r e g u l a t i o n  of  t h e  C i v i l  
Se rv i ce  Commission which might be  cons t rued  t o  be 
a p p l i e d  i n  some o t h e r  manner, t h e  fo l lowing  s p e c i a l  
p rov i s ions  s h a l l  app ly  t o  t h e  appointment of t h e  
Chief of  Po l i ce :  Whenever t h e  appo in t ing  a u t h o r i t y  
r e p o r t s  t o  t h e  commission a vacancy i n  t h e  p o s i t i o n  
of  Chief o f  P o l i c e ,  t h e  commission s h a l l  c e r t i f y  t o  
t h e  appo in t ing  a u t h o r i t y  t h e  names of t h e  t h r e e  
persons  appear ing  h i g h e s t  on t h e  e l i g i b i l i t y  l i s t  
prepared o r  t o  be prepared by t h e  commission i n  
accordance wi th  i t s  normal p rocedures .  To enab le  
t h e  appo in t ing  a u t h o r i t y  t o  e x e r c i s e  a cho ice  i n  
t h e  f i l l i n g  o f  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of  Chief of  P o l i c e ,  
h e  s h a l l  make t h e  appointment from among t h e  t h r e e  
persons  s o  c e r t i f i e d . "  

S e c t i o n  2 .  There i s  hereby added t o  Chapter  35.56, C i v i l  
Se rv i ce  Commission f o r  Firemen, Kirkland Municipal  Code, a  new 
s e c t i o n  t o  r ead  a s  fo l lows :  

"3.56.060 S p e c i a l  Prov is ions  f o r  Appointment of 
F i r e  Ch ie t :  Notwithstanding t h e  p rov i s ions  of  
RCW 41.08 o r  any r u l e  o r  r e g u l a t i o n  of  t h e  C i v i l  
Se rv i ce  commission which might be  cons t rued  t o  be 
a p p l i e d  i n  some o t h e r  manner, t h e  fo l lowing  s p e c i a l  
p rov i s ions  s h a l l  app ly  t o  t h e  appointment of  t h e  
F i r e  Chief :  Whenever t h e  appo in t ing  a u t h o r i t y  
r e p o r t s  t o  t h e  commission a vacancy i n  t h e  p o s i t i o n  
of  F i r e  Ch ie f ,  t h e  commission s h a l l  c e r t i f y  t o  t h e  
appo in t ing  a u t h o r i t y  t h e  names of  t h e  t h r e e  persons  
appear ing h i g h e s t  on t h e  e l i g i b i l i t y  l i s t  prepared 
o r  t o  be prepared by t h e  commission i n  accordance 
wi th  i t s  normal procedures .  To enab le  t h e  appo in t ing  
a u t h o r i t y  t o  e x e r c i s e  a cho ice  i n  t h e  f i l l i n g  of t h e  
p o s i t i o n  of  F i r e  Chie f ,  h e  s h a l l  make t h e  appointment 
from among t h e  t h r e e  persons  s o  c e r t i f i e d . "  
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S e c t i o n  3 .  This  Ordinance s h a l l  be  i n  f o r c e  and e f f e c t  
f i v e  days from and a f t e r  i t s  passage  and p u b l i c a t i o n  and 
r e q u i r e d  by l a w .  

PASSED by t h e  Ki rk land  C i t y  Counci l  i n  r e g u l a r  meet ing  
on t h e  5 t h  day of May ,1975. 

SIGNED i n  a u t h e n t i c a t i o n  t h  day of 
May ,1975. 

Ordinance  No. 2 2 9 2  


