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ORDINANCE No. 2171 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE C I T Y OF KIRKLAND RELATING TO AND REGULATING 
ALL-TERRAIN VEHICLES AND SNOWMOBILES. 

BE I T ORDAINED BY THE C i t y C o u n c i l o f t h e C i t y o f 
Kirkland as follows: 

S e c t i o n 1. I t s h a l l be u n l a w f u l f o r any p e r s o n t o own, 
operate, r e n t , demonstrate o r s e l l any a l l - t e r r a i n vehicle within 
the City of Kirkland without a valid all-terrain vehicle regis- 
t r a t i o n a s r e q u i r e d by C h a p t e r 4 7 , Laws o f 1 9 7 1 , F i r s t Ex. S e s s i o n . 

For t h e purposes of t h i s Ordinance, " a l l - t e r r a i n vehicle" 
s h a l l mean any s e l f - p r o p e l l e d v e h i c l e c a p a b l e o f c r o s s c o u n t r y t r a v e l 
on o r immediately o v e r any one of t h e f o l l o w i n g o r a combination 
t h e r e o f : Land, w a t e r , snow, i c e , marsh, swampland and o t h e r n a t u r a l 
t e r r a i n . Such v e h i c l e s s h a l l i n c l u d e , b u t a r e n o t l i m i t e d t o , four- 
wheeled vehicles, motorcycles, amphibious vehicles, ground e f f e c t s 
o r a i r cushion v e h i c l e s , and any o t h e r means of l a n d t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
d e r i v i n g motive power from any sources o t h e r t h a n muscle o r wind 
except any vehicle designated primarily f o r t r a v e l on, over o r 
i n t h e water, farm v e h i c l e s , logging v e h i c l e s , o r any m i l i t a r y 
o r l a w enforcement vehicles. 

S e c t i o n 2 . It s h a l l be u n l a w f u l f o r any p e r s o n t o own, 
o p e r a t e , demonstrate o r s e l l any snowmobile within t h e City of 
Kirkland without a v a l i d snowmobile r e g i s t r a t i o n a s required 
by C h a p t e r 2 9 , Laws o f 1 9 7 1 , F i r s t Ex. S e s s i o n . 

For t h e purpose of t h i s oridnance, "Snowmobile" s h a l l 
mean any s e l f - p r o p e l l e d v e h i c l e c a p a b l e o f t r a v e l i n g o v e r snow 
o r i c e which u t i l i z e s a s i t s means of p r o p u l s i o n an e n d l e s s b e l t 
t r e a d , o r c l e a t s , o r any combination of t h e s e o r o t h e r s i m i l a r 
means of c o n t a c t w i t h t h e s u r f a c e upon which it i s o p e r a t e d , and 
which i s s t e e r e d wholly o r i n p a r t by s k i s o r s l e d t y p e r u n n e r s , 
and which i s not otherwise r e g i s t e r e d a s , o r s u b j e c t t o t h e motor 
vehicle excise t a x i n the S t a t e of Washington. 

Section 3 . It s h a l l be unlawful f o r any person t o 
operate any a l l - t e r r a i n v e h i c l e o r any snowmobile: 

(1) A t a r a t e o f speed g r e a t e r t h a n r e a s o n a b l e and 
prudent under the existing circumstances. 

( 2 ) While under t h e influence of i n t o x i c a t i n g l i q u o r 
and/or dangerous or habit-forming drugs or narcotics. 

( 3 ) I n a manner s o a s t o endanger t h e person o r 
property of another.
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( 4 ) Without a lighted headlight and t a i l l i g h t between 
t h e h o u r s of dusk and dawn’, o r when o t h e r w i s e r e q u i r e d f o r t h e 
safety of others. 

( 5 ) Without an adequate braking device. 

( 6 ) Without a s p a r k a r r e s t o r approved by t h e 
Department of Natural Resources. 

( 7 ) Without an adequate and operating muffler device 
which s h a l l e f f e c t i v e l y blend t h e exhaust and motor noise i n 
such a manner as t o p r e c l u d e e x c e s s i v e o r u n u s u a l n o i s e . A l l - 
t e r r a i n vehicles, including snowmobiles, manufactured a f t e r 
January 4, 1973, s h a l l e f f e c t i v e l y maintain such noise at a l e v e l 
o f 82 d e c i b e l s o r below on t h e "A" s c a l e , a t 1 0 0 f e e t under 
t e s t i n g p r o c e d u r e s a s e s t a b l i s h e d by t h e Washington S t a t e p a t r o l ; 
provided, however, t h a t a l l - t e r r a i n vehicles, including snowmobiles, 
used i n organi’zed c o m p e t i t i o n may u s e a b y p a s s , e x p a n s i o n chamber 
o r c u t o u t d e v i c e i f t h e a r e a h a s been d e s i g n a t e d as f i r e - s a f e by 
t h e appropriate agency. 

( 8 ) Upon t h e paved p o r t i o n o r upon t h e s h o u l d e r o r 
i n s i d e bank o r s l o p e of any p u b l i c roadway o r highway, o r upon 
t h e median of any divided highway, except as h e r e i n a f t e r provided. 

( 9 ) I n any a r e a o r i n such a manner as t o expose t h e 
u n d e r l y i n g s o i l o r v e g e t a t i o n , o r t o i n j u r e , damage o r d e s t r o y 
t r e e s o r growing crops, o r t o c r e a t e an erosion condition. 

S e c t i o n 4. No p e r s o n s h a l l o p e r a t e an a l l - t e r r a i n v e h i c l e 
o r a snowmobile i n s u c h a way 3s t o endanger human l i f e o r t o 
run down o r h a r r a s s d e e r , e l k , o r o t h e r w i l d l i f e , o r any d o m e s t i c 
animal, nor s h a l l h e c a r r y , t r a n s p o r t o r convey any loaded weapon 
i n o r upon, nor hunt from, any a l l - t e r r a i n vehicle o r snowmobile. 

S e c t i o n 5. The o p e r a t o r o f any a l l - t e r r a i n v e h i c l e o r 
snowmobile involved i n any accident r e s u l t i n g i n i n j u r y t o o r 
d e a t h of any person o r p r o p e r t y damage t o a n o t h e r i n t h e e s t i m a t e d 
amount o f $200. o r more, o r a person a c t i n g f o r t h e o p e r a t o r , s h a l l 
submit such r e p o r t s as a r e q u i r e d under RCW C h a p t e r 46.52 as now 
e n a c t e d o r as h e r e a f t e r amended. I t s h a l l be u n l a w f u l f o r any 
person required t o submit such accident report t o f a i l t o do so. 

Section 6 . It s h a l l be lawful t o drive o r operate an 
a l l - t e r r a i n vehicle o r snowmobile across public roadways, highways, 
s t r e e t s and a l l e y s o t h e r t h a n l i m i t e d a c c e s s highways when: 

(1) T r a v e l i n g a l o n g a d e s i g n a t e d "snowmobile" o r 
"all-terrain vehicle" t r a i l , or 
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( 2 ) The c r o s s i n g i s made a t a n a n g l e o f a p p r o x i m a t e l y 

90 t o t h e d i r e c t i o n of t h e highway and at a place where no 
obstruction prevents a quick and safe crossing, and 

( 3 ) The v e h i c l e is brought t o a complete s t o p 
before e n t e r i n g t h e p u b l i c roadway o r highway, and 

( 4 ) The o p e r a t o r of t h e v e h i c l e y i e l d s t h e right-of- 
way t o m o t o r v e h i c l e s u s i n g t h e p u b l i c roadway o r highway, and 

( 5 ) The c r o s s i n g i s made a t a p l a c e which i s g r e a t e r 
than 100 f e e t from any public roadway o r highway i n t e r s e c t i o n . 

Section 7. Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 6 
above, it s h a l l b e unlawful t o o p e r a t e a snowmobile upon a p u b l i c 
road o r street except: 

(1) When s u c h r o a d o r s t r e e t i s c o m p l e t e l y c o v e r e d 
w i t h snow o r i c e , and h a s been c l o s e d t o motor v e h i c u l a r t r a f f i c 
during the winter months, o r 

( 2 ) Where s u c h s t r e e t , r o a d a l l e y , t r a i l o r way 
open t o t h e public i s posted t o permit snowmobile use. 

( 3 ) I n an emergency d u r i n g t h e p e r i o d o f t i m e when 
and a t l o c a t i o n s where snow upon t h e s t r e e t o r r o a d r e n d e r s 
t r a v e l by automobile i m p r a c t i c a l . 

S e c t i o n 8 . No p e r s o n u n d e r t w e l v e y e a r s o f a g e s h a l l 
operate a snowmobile o r a l l - t e r r a i n vehicle on o r across a p u b l i c 
r o a d , s t r e e t , a l l e y , t r a i l o r way o p e n t o t h e p u b l i c . No p e r s o n 
between t h e ages of twelve and eighteen years of age s h a l l 
operate a snowmobile on o r across a p u b l i c road, street, t r a i l , 
o r way open t o t h e p u b l i c u n l e s s h e h a s t a k e n a snowmobile s a f e t y 
e d u c a t i o n c o u r s e and b e e n c e r t i f i e d as q u a l i f i e d t o o p e r a t e a 
snowmobile by an i n s t r u c t o r d e s i g n a t e d by t h e S t a t e Highway 
Commission as q u a l i f i e d t o conduct such c o u r s e and i s s u e such 
a c e r t i f i c a t e , and he has on h i s person at t h e time h e i s 
operating a snowmobile evidence of such c e r t i f i c a t i o n . 

Section 9. This ordinance s h a l l be i n force and take 
e f f e c t f i v e days from and a f t e r i t s passage by t h e Council 
and p u b l i c a t i o n as r e q u i r e d by Law. 
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PASSED by t h e K i r k l a n d C i t y C o u n c i l i n r e g u l a r m e e t i n g 
on t h e 1st d a y of November , 2371. 

- SIGNED i n a u t h e n t i c a t i o n t h e r e o f on t h e 1st d a y o f 
November , 1971. 

&A Mayor 

AP 

City Vtorney 
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