
I ORDINANCE No. 2171 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE C I T Y  OF KIRKLAND RELATING TO AND REGULATING 
ALL-TERRAIN VEHICLES AND SNOWMOBILES. 

BE I T  ORDAINED BY THE Ci ty  Council  o f  t h e  Ci ty  of  
Kirkland a s  fo l l ows :  

Sec t ion  1. It s h a l l  be unlawful  f o r  any person t o  own, 
o p e r a t e ,  r e n t ,  demonstrate o r  s e l l  any a l l - t e r r a i n  v e h i c l e  w i t h i n  
t h e  Ci ty  of  Kirkland wi thout  a  v a l i d  a l l - t e r r a i n  v e h i c l e  r e g i s -  
t r a t i o n  a s  r e q u i r e d  by Chapter  4 7 ,  Laws of  1 9 7 1 ,  F i r s t  Ex. Ses s ion .  

For t h e  purposes of  t h i s  Ordinance,  " a l l - t e r r a i n  v e h i c l e "  
s h a l l  mean any s e l f - p r o p e l l e d  v e h i c l e  capable  of  c rosscount ry  t r a v e l  
on o r  immediately ove r  any one of  t h e  fo l lowing  o r  a  combination 
t h e r e o f :  Land, w a t e r ,  snow, i c e ,  marsh, swampland and o t h e r  n a t u r a l  
t e r r a i n .  Such v e h i c l e s  s h a l l  i n c l u d e ,  bu t  a r e  no t  l i m i t e d  t o ,  four -  
wheeled v e h i c l e s ,  motorcycles ,  amphibious v e h i c l e s ,  ground e f f e c t s  
o r  a i r  cushion v e h i c l e s ,  and any o t h e r  means of l and  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
d e r i v i n g  motive power from any sources  o t h e r  t han  muscle o r  wind 
excep t  any v e h i c l e  de s igna t ed  p r i m a r i l y  f o r  t r a v e l  on,  ove r  o r  
i n  t h e  wa te r ,  farm v e h i c l e s ,  logg ing  v e h i c l e s ,  o r  any m i l i t a r y  
o r  l a w  enforcement v e h i c l e s .  

I Sec t ion  2 .  It s h a l l  be unlawful  f o r  any person t o  own, 
o p e r a t e ,  demonstrate o r  s e l l  any snowmobile w i t h i n  t h e  Ci ty  of  
Kirkland wi thout  a  v a l i d  snowmobile r e g i s t r a t i o n  a s  r e q u i r e d  
by Chapter  2 9 ,  Laws o f  1 9 7 1 ,  F i r s t  Ex. Sess ion .  

For t h e  purpose of t h i s  o r idnance ,  "Snowmobile" s h a l l  
mean any s e l f - p r o p e l l e d  v e h i c l e  capable  of  t r a v e l i n g  ove r  snow 
o r  i c e  which u t i l i z e s  a s  i t s  means of p ropuls ion  an end le s s  b e l t  
t r e a d ,  o r  c l e a t s ,  o r  any combination of  t h e s e  o r  o t h e r  s i m i l a r  
means of c o n t a c t  wi th  t h e  s u r f a c e  upon which it i s  ope ra t ed ,  and 
which is  s t e e r e d  wholly o r  i n  p a r t  by s k i s  o r  s l e d  t y p e  runne r s ,  
and which i s  no t  o the rwi se  r e g i s t e r e d  a s ,  o r  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  motor 
veh i c l e  e x c i s e  t a x  i n  t h e  S t a t e  of Washington. 

Sec t ion  3 .  It s h a l l  be unlawful  f o r  any person t o  
o p e r a t e  any a l l - t e r r a i n  v e h i c l e  o r  any snowmobile: 

(1) A t  a  r a t e  of  speed g r e a t e r  than  reasonable  and 
prudent  under t h e  e x i s t i n g  c i rcumstances .  

( 2 )  While under t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of i n t o x i c a t i n g  l i q u o r  
and /or  dangerous o r  habi t - forming drugs o r  n a r c o t i c s .  

( 3 )  I n  a  manner s o  a s  t o  endanger t h e  person o r  
p roper ty  of ano the r .  



I ( 4 )  Without a  l i g h t e d  h e a d l i g h t  and t a i l l i g h t  between 
t h e  hours  of dusk and dawn', o r  when o the rwi se  r e q u i r e d  f o r  t h e  
s a f e t y  of o t h e r s .  

( 5 )  Without an adequate b rak ing  dev ice .  

( 6 )  Without a spark  a r r e s t o r  approved by t h e  
Department o f  Natura l  Resources. 

( 7 )  Without an adequate and o p e r a t i n g  muf f l e r  dev ice  
which s h a l l  e f f e c t i v e l y  blend t h e  exhaust  and motor n o i s e  i n  
such a  manner as t o  preclude exces s ive  o r  unusual  no i se .  A l l -  
t e r r a i n  v e h i c l e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  snowmobiles, manufactured a f t e r  
January 4, 1973, s h a l l  e f f e c t i v e l y  main ta in  such n o i s e  a t  a l e v e l  
of  82 d e c i b e l s  o r  below on t h e  "A" s c a l e ,  a t  1 0 0  f e e t  under 
t e s t i n g  procedures  a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  by t h e  Washington S t a t e  p a t r o l ;  
provided,  however, t h a t  a l l - t e r r a i n  v e h i c l e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  snowmobiles, 
used i n  organi'zed compet i t ion may use a bypass,  expansion chamber 
o r  c u t o u t  dev ice  i f  t h e  a r e a  has  been des igna t ed  as f i r e - s a f e  by 
t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  agency. 

( 8 )  Upon t h e  paved p o r t i o n  o r  upon t h e  shou lde r  o r  
i n s i d e  bank o r  s l o p e  of  any p u b l i c  roadway o r  highway, o r  upon 
t h e  median of  any d iv ided  highway, excep t  a s  h e r e i n a f t e r  provided.  

I ( 9 )  I n  any a r e a  o r  i n  such a manner as t o  expose t h e  
under lying s o i l  o r  v e g e t a t i o n ,  o r  t o  i n j u r e ,  damage o r  de s t roy  
t r e e s  o r  growing c rops ,  o r  t o  c r e a t e  an e ros ion  cond i t i on .  

Sec t ion  4. No person s h a l l  o p e r a t e  an a l l - t e r r a i n  v e h i c l e  
o r  a  snowmobile i n  such a  way 3s t o  endanger human l i f e  o r  t o  
run down o r  h a r r a s s  d e e r ,  e l k ,  o r  o t h e r  w i l d l i f e ,  o r  any domest ic  
animal,  nor  s h a l l  he  c a r r y ,  t r a n s p o r t  o r  convey any loaded weapon 
i n  o r  upon, nor  hunt  from, any a l l - t e r r a i n  v e h i c l e  o r  snowmobile. 

Sec t ion  5 .  The o p e r a t o r  o f  any a l l - t e r r a i n  v e h i c l e  o r  
snowmobile involved i n  any acc iden t  r e s u l t i n g  i n  i n j u r y  t o  o r  
death  of any person o r  p roper ty  damage t o  ano the r  i n  t h e  e s t ima ted  
amount o f  $200. o r  more, o r  a person a c t i n g  f o r  t h e  o p e r a t o r ,  s h a l l  
submit such r e p o r t s  as a r e q u i r e d  under RCW Chapter  46.52 as now 
enac ted  o r  as h e r e a f t e r  amended. I t  s h a l l  be unlawful  f o r  any 
person r e q u i r e d  t o  submit such acc iden t  r e p o r t  t o  f a i l  t o  do so .  

Sec t ion  6 .  It s h a l l  be l awfu l  t o  d r i v e  o r  o p e r a t e  an 
a l l - t e r r a i n  v e h i c l e  o r  snowmobile ac ros s  p u b l i c  roadways, highways, 
s t r e e t s  and a l l e y s  o t h e r  t han  l i m i t e d  acces s  highways when: 

(1) Trave l ing  a long  a  des igna ted  "snowmobile" o r  
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( 2 )  The c r o s s i n g  i s  made a t  an a n g l e  o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  

90° t o  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  highway and a t  a p l a c e  where no 
o b s t r u c t i o n  p r e v e n t s  a q u i c k  and safe c r o s s i n g ,  and 

( 3 )  The v e h i c l e  i s  b r o u g h t  t o  a comple te  s t o p  
b e f o r e  e n t e r i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  roadway o r  highway,  and 

( 4 )  The o p e r a t o r  o f  t h e  v e h i c l e  y i e l d s  t h e  r i g h t - o f -  
way t o  motor  v e h i c l e s  u s i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  roadway o r  highway, and 

( 5 )  The c r o s s i n g  i s  made a t  a p l a c e  which i s  g r e a t e r  
t h a n  100 f e e t  f rom any p u b l i c  roadway o r  highway i n t e r s e c t i o n .  

S e c t i o n  7 .  N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  S e c t i o n  6 
above ,  it s h a l l  b e  un lawfu l  t o  o p e r a t e  a snowmobile upon a p u b l i c  
r o a d  o r  s t reet  e x c e p t :  

(1) When such  r o a d  o r  s t reet  i s  comple te ly  cove red  
w i t h  snow o r  i c e ,  and h a s  been  c l o s e d  t o  motor v e h i c u l a r  t r a f f i c  
d u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r  months,  o r  

( 2 )  Where such  s t r e e t ,  r o a d  a l l e y ,  t r a i l  o r  way 
open t o  t h e  p u b l i c  i s  p o s t e d  t o  p e r m i t  snowmobile u s e .  

( 3 )  I n  an  emergency d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e  when 
and a t  l o c a t i o n s  where snow upon t h e  s t r e e t  o r  r o a d  r e n d e r s  
t r a v e l  by au tomobi l e  i m p r a c t i c a l .  

S e c t i o n  8 .  No pe r son  under  t w e l v e  y e a r s  o f  age  s h a l l  
o p e r a t e  a snowmobile o r  a l l - t e r r a i n  v e h i c l e  on o r  a c r o s s  a p u b l i c  
r o a d ,  s t r ee t ,  a l l e y ,  t r a i l  o r  way open t o  t h e  p u b l i c .  No p e r s o n  
between t h e  a g e s  o f  twe lve  and e i g h t e e n  y e a r s  o f  age  s h a l l  
o p e r a t e  a snowmobile on o r  a c r o s s  a p u b l i c  r o a d ,  s t ree t ,  t r a i l ,  
o r  way open t o  t h e  p u b l i c  u n l e s s  h e  h a s  t a k e n  a  snowmobile s a f e t y  
e d u c a t i o n  c o u r s e  and been  c e r t i f i e d  as q u a l i f i e d  t o  o p e r a t e  a 
snowmobile by an i n s t r u c t o r  d e s i g n a t e d  by t h e  S t a t e  Highway 
Commission as q u a l i f i e d  t o  conduct  such  c o u r s e  and  i s s u e  such  
a c e r t i f i c a t e ,  and h e  h a s  on h i s  pe r son  a t  t h e  t i m e  h e  i s  
o p e r a t i n g  a snowmobile e v i d e n c e  o f  such  c e r t i f i c a t i o n .  

S e c t i o n  9 .  T h i s  o r d i n a n c e  s h a l l  b e  i n  f o r c e  and t a k e  
e f f e c t  f i v e  days  f rom and a f t e r  i t s  p a s s a g e  by t h e  C o u n c i l  
and p u b l i c a t i o n  as r e q u i r e d  by Law.  
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PASSED by t h e  K i r k l a n d  C i t y  Counc i l  i n  r e g u l a r  mee t ing  
on t h e  1st day of November , 2371. 

SIGNED i n  a u t h e n t i c a t i o n  t h e r e o f  on t h e  1st day o f  - 
November , 1971. 

&A Mayor 

AP 

C i t y  V t o r n e y  
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