
ORDINANCE N O .  2113 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE C I T Y  OF KIRKLAND RELATING TO THE ERECTION 
AND MAINTENANCE OF SIGNS, BILLBOARDS AND OTHER ADVERTISING 
DEVICES, PROVIDINGFOR THE ISSUANCE OF PERMITS THEREFOR, AND 
AMENDING ORDINANCE N O .  2 0 5 4 .  

The C i ty  Council  o f  t h e  Ci ty  o f  Kirkland do o r d a i n  
a s  fo l lows :  

Sec t ion  1: Format. A s  t o  t h e  s e c t i o n s  o f  Ordinance No. 
2054 h e r e i n a f t e r  am- words s e t  f o r t h  as fo l lows  a r e  d e l e t e d  
by t h i s  ordinance:  [Beaete l  
Words s e t  f o r t h  a s  fo l lows  a r e  added: Add. - 

Sec t ion  2: Amending Sec t ion  1 of  Ordinance No. 2054. 
Sec t ion  1 of  Ordinance No. 2054 be and i t  hereby i s  amended as 
fo l lows  : 

Sec t ion  1: D e f i n i t i o n s .  

a .  COMMERCIAL SIGN: The te rm "commercial s i g n "  
s h a l l  i n c l u z e  Cmeeal any e x t e r i o r  s i g n  o r  dev i ce  conveying 
a  message a d v e r t i s i n g  o r  a t t r a c t i n g  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  pros-  
p e c t i v e  p a t r o n s ,  cus tomers ,  users ' ,  and wi thout  l i m i t i n g  
t h e  fo regoing  s h a l l  i n c l u d e  a l l  s i g n s  n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
inc luded  w i t h i n  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n s  below, and s h a l l  s p e c i f i -  
c a l l y  i nc lude  [pe&&t&ea&-6&g~6-ad~e~*&6&~g-ed~d&da*e~-~~ 
i s e u e e z l  a l l . s i g n s  of  a  p o l i t i c a l  o r  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  n a t u r e  
no t  inc luded  wi th in  t he  l i m i t e d  d e f i n i t i o n s  f o r  " p o l i t i c a l  
s ign"  and "pub l i c  s i gn"  h e r e i n a f t e r  s e t  f o r t h .  

b. NON-COMMERCIAL SIGN s h a l l  mean any e x t e r i o r  
res ident ia l -name-pla te ,  ornamental  o r  o therwise ,  e r e c t e d  
f o r  t h e  purpose of i d e n t i f y i n g  a r e s i d e n c e ;  o r  permanent 
s i g n  f o r  naming o r  i d e n t i f y i n g  an i n s t i t u t i o n ,  church,  
semipubl ic ,  p u b l i c  o r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  development o r  b u i l d i n g ,  
o r  an  apartment b u i l d i n g  o r  a subd iv i s ion .  

c.  PUBLIC SIGN s h a l l  mean a  s i g n  of  i n t e r e s t  
and benef i t - to  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c ,  such as a  d i r e c t i o n a l  
s i g n  des igna t ing  r o u t e s  o r  l o c a t i o n ;  t r a f f i c  c o n t r o l  s i g n  
such a s  "Stop",  "Speed L i m i t g 1 ,  e t c ;  s a f e t y  s i g n  such a s  
"School Cross ing" ,  "Bus Loading", e t c . ;  s p e c i a l  even t  
s i g n  o r  dev ice  such a s  "Firemen's  Ba l l " ,  Fourth o f  J u l y  
o r  Christmas d e c o r a t i o n s ,  o r  " U . G . N . "  o r  "Red Cross" 
d r i v e s ,  e t c .  

d.  POLITICAL SIGN shall mean a s i e n  o r  ~ o s t e r  -. - - -~ - - - -~ ---. ~~~. - ~ - ~  -~ - -  - q - ~  - -  r .- - -  

a d v e r t i s i n g  a  cand ida t e ,  a  l i s t  of  cand ida t e s ,  a n d l o r  a  
s p e c i f i c  i s s u e  appear ing  on t h e  b a l l o t  a t  t h e  nex t  
ensuing e l e c t i o n .  



e .  OFF-PREMISES CHURCH SIGNS s h a l l  mean 
s i g n s  t h a t  zhow only  t p  
l o c a t i o n .  

f .  UNDER MARQUEE SIGNS s h a l l  mean those  s i g n s  
a t t a c h e d  to-the under s i d e  o f  a  marquee f o r  t h e  purpose o f  
c a l l i n g  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  main e n t r a n c e  of  t h e  bus ines s  
a d v e r t i s e d .  

g .  EMBLEMATIC DESIGNS. Bui ld ing  o r  s i t e  devel-  
opments which a r e  an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  a  t o t a l  des ign  and may 
i d e n t i f y  a  l o c a t i o n  o r  b u i l d i n g ,  such a s  a s c u l p t u r e ,  foun- 
t a i n s ,  l andscap ing ,  pylons ,  w a l l s  o r  l i g h t i n g ,  w i l l  n o t  be 
cons idered  commercial s i g n s ,  provided such developments a r e  
no t  a  d i r e c t  source  of  l i g h t .  Such des igns  may inc ludecas  
an i n c i d e n t a l  element t h e  name of  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o r  b u i l d i n g  
o r  i n s t i t u t i o n  o r ,  i n  d i r e c t o r y  form, t h e  names o f  t h e ' . -  
bus iness  occupants of  t h e  p roper ty .  Such developments may 
extend t o  t h e  s t r e e t  right-of-way l i n e  provided no s t r u c -  
t u r e s  o r  p a r t s  a r e  h i g h e r  t han  3 f e e t  between t h e  b u i l d i n g  
l i n e  and t h e  s t r e e t  right-of-way. 

h .  PROHIBITED DEVICES. I t  i s  unlawful  t o  e r e c t  
o r  main ta in  s t r i n g s  of  pennants ,  banners  o r  s t r eamer s ,  
f e s toons  of  l i g h t s ,  , . c l u s t e r s  of  f l a g s ,  s t r i n g s  of  t w i r l e r s  
o r  p r o p e l l e r s ,  f l a s h i n g  o r  b l i n k i n g  l i g h t s , ' f l a r e s ,  ba l l oons  
and similar dev ices  o f  a  c a r n i v a l ' c h a r a c t e r C ~ ;  Provided,  
however, t h a t  where f l a s h i n g  o r  b l i n k i n g  l i g h t s  a r e  an 
i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of  an  e x i s t i n g  s i g n ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  c o s t  o f  
whlch exceeded $ 5 0 0 . ,  t h e  owner o r  l e s s e e  t h e r e o f  s h a l l  
have a  pe r iod  no t  exceeding 5  yea r s  from t h e  d a t e  of  t h e  
enactment of  t h i s  amendatory o r d i n a n c e . i n  which t o  remove 
such s i g n .  Not p r o h i b i t e d  a r e :  (1) Nat iona l ,  s t a t e  and 
i n s t i t u t i ' o n a l  f l a g s  p rope r ly  d i sp l ayed ;  ( 2 )  Christmas 
deco ra t i ons  i n  season;  and ( 3 )  s t r eamer s ,  banners ,  e t c . ,  
used f o r  a  p e r i o d  no t  t o  exceed one week t o  c a l l  a t t e n t i o n  
t o  t h e  grand opening of  a  completely new bus ines  b u i l d i n g .  

i. 1.ICENSING OFFICIAL. The te rm " l i c e n s i n g  - -  ~ ~~ ~ 

o f f i c i a l "  s h a l l  mean t h e  c i t y  o f f i c i a l  de s igna t ed  by t h e  
manager by a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o r d e r  who s h a l l  i s s u e  pe rmi t s ,  
e s t a b l i s h  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  be charged wi th  t h e  enforcement 
of  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  and who s h a l l  make such o t h e r  adminis-  
t r a t i v e  o r  m i n i s t e r i a l  de t e rmina t ions  a s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  
hereunder .  

Sec t ion  3:  Amending Sec t ion  2 o f  Ordinance No. 2054 
Sec t ion  2 of Ordinance 2054 i s  hereby amended as fo l lows:  

SIGN PERMIT - When ~ & u i r e d  
I 

a .  A permi t  from t h e  l i c e n s i n g  o f f i c i a l  s h a l l  - 
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be r e q u i r e d  f o r  t h e  e r e c t i o n  and maintenance of any e x t e r i o r  
s i g n .  Such s i g n  permit  s h a l l  c o n t a i n  t h e  name of  t h e  person 
t o  whom t h e  permi t  i s  i s s u e d ,  t h e  l o c a t i o n  a t  which t h e  
s i g n  i s  t o  be e r e c t e d  and mainta ined,  t h e  pe r iod  of  t ime 
f o r  which s a i d  permi t  s h a l l  be v a l i d ,  and such o t h e r  d a t a  
a s  may be r e q u i r e d  by r e g u l a t i o n s  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  purpose,  
t y p e ,  s i z e  and c h a r a c t e r  of  t h e  s i g n .  

b. I n  a l l  d i s t r i c t s  c l a s s i f i e d  as " R e s i d e n t i a l " ,  
noncommerci~l  s i g n s ,  r e a l  e s t a t e  s i g n s  and p u b l i c  s i g n s  
l o c a t e d  on t h e  p r o p e r t y  being a d v e r t i s e d  s h a l l  be permi t ted .  
A l l  o t h e r  s i g n s  s h a l l  be  p r o h i b i t e d .  

c .  I n  a l l  d i s t r i c t s  c l a s s i f i e d  o t h e r  t han  
r e s i d e n t i a l ,  a l l  s i g n s ,  i nc lud ing  commercial s i g n s ,  s h a l l  
be permi t ted ;  provided t h a t  s a i d  s i g n s  comply wi th  t h e  
Uniform Sign Code p r e s e n t l y  i n  e f f e c t  i n  t h e  C i t y ,  wi th  
t h e  requirements  o f  t h e  Ci ty  Bui lding Code, and wi th  t h e  
requirement  of  t h i s  C s e e ~ i e ~ l  ord inance .  

d. Off-premises church s i g n s  may be l o c a t e d  
o f f  p remises  and on p u b l i c  right-of-way i n  any use  d i s t r i c t ,  
provided t h a t :  No s i g n  i s  l a r g e r  t han  500 
s e l f  - suppor t ing ,  U ',' .. - m, i s  r e g u l a r l y  maintained and t h e  

no t  exceed two w i t h i n  t h e  c i t y  l i m i t s .  
d e s igna t ing  a p a r t i c u l a r  l o c a t i o n  o r  church b u i l d l n g  does 

The l o c a t i o n  of  church s i g n s  on p u b l i c  r i g h t -  
of-way s h a l l  be approved by t h e  l i c e n s i n g  o f f i c i a l .  The 
C i ty  r e s e r v e s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  o r d e r  removal of  any s i g n  on 
p u b l i c  right-of-way t h a t  may be improperly mainta ined o r  
one which becomes a p u b l i c  nuisance.  

e. S igns  suspended under marquees s h a l l  have a  
v e r t i c a l  c l e a r a n c e  o f  8 f e e t  from t h e  s idewalk,  be of i n -  
combustible frames if i l l u m i n a t e d ,  be  no l a r g e r  t h a n  8 . 
inches  by 21, i nches  i f  combust ib le ,  and s h a l l  conform t o  
t h e  b u i l d i n g  code requirements f o r  marquees i n  a l l  o t h e r  
a s ~ e c t s .  

f .  P o l i t i c a l  s i g n s  o r  p o s t e r s  may be  p laced  
upon p r i v a t e  p rope r ty  on ly ,  may remain i n  l o c a t i o n  f o r  a  
p e r i o d  no t  t o  exceed 1 0  days ro l lowing  t h e  e l e c t i o n  f o r  
which they  were p l aced ,  s h a l l  n o t  be l a r g e r  t han  1 0  
square  f e e t  i n  a r e a ,  and s h a l l  n o t  be pos ted  upon o r  
a t t a c h e d  t o  t e lephone  p o l e s ,  power po l e s  o r  o t h e r  p u b l i c  
u t i l i t y  f a c i l i t i e s .  
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g. On p u b l i c  l and  o r  i n  p u b l i c  r ights-of-way 
permanent o r  temporary pub l i c  s i g n s  may be pe rmi t t ed ,  s u b j e c t  t o  
t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  prescr ibed by t h e  Kirkland T r a f f i c  Code and 
Ordinances of  t h i s  C i ty .  Real e s t a t e  o r  bus ines s  s i g n s  of t h e  
sandwich, t r i p o d  o r  "A" frame type which a r e  d i r e c t i o n a l  i n  
n a t u r e  may be placed on t h e  shoulders  of s t r e e t  r ights-of-way,  
a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  f e e t  from t h e  t r a v e l e d  p o r t i o n  of t h e  roadway, 
and dur ing t h e  d a y l i g h t  hours from s u n r i s e  t o  s u n s e t ,  provided 
t h e  l o c a t i o n  does no t  c r e a t e  a  t r a f f i c  hazard .  The s ignboard 
s h a l l  no t  exceed 30 inches  i n  width o r  h e i g h t .  Such a sandwich, 
t r i p o d  o r  "A" frame type  s i g n  s h a l l  be p r o h i b i t e d  on paved s i d e -  
walks l o c a t e d  on p u b l i c  r i g h t s  of way. 

h .  No commercial s i g n s  s h a l l  be l oca t ed  on any 
proper ty  o a e r  t han  t h a t  p rope r ty  upon which t h e  a d v e r t i s e d  
bus ines s  i s  l o c a t e d .  

Sec t ion  4 .  Amending Sec t ion  3  of Ordinance 2 0 5 4 .  
Sec t ion  3  of Ordinance 2 0 5 4  i s  hereby amended as fo l lows:  

Sec t ion  3 .  Duties  of t h e  [B&~eete~-ef-Publie-We~k6, 
e~-h66-authe~iaed-~ep~e6e~~ativel Licensing O f f i c i a l .  

a .  [ L I  Appl i ca t i ons  f o r  t h e  e r e c t i o n  of e x t e r i o r  
s i g n s  s h a l l  be f i r e d  w i t h  t h e  C i ty  Bui lding Department. Such a p p l i -  
c a t i o n s  s h a l l  be accompanied by drawings which c l e a r l y  d e l i n e a t e  t h e  
s i g n ,  i t s  s i z e ,  shape,  m a t e r i a l s ,  c o l o r ,  l e t t e r i n g ,  number and wat tage  
of l i g h t s ,  o r  o t h e r  dev ices  which a r e  a  p a r t  of t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n .  
The drawings s h a l l  show t h e  method of f a s t e n i n g  o r  anchor ing t h e  s i g n  
t o  a b u i l d i n g  o r  t h e  f o o t i n g s  and founda t ion  and column designed f o r  
f r ee - s t and ing  s i g n s .  Drawings s h a l l  a l s o  be submit ted  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  of  a  proposed s i g n  t o  t h e  t o t a l  s t r u c t u r e  t o  which it 
would be a t t a c h e d .  

b. [ 2 1  The b u i l d i n g  department s h a l l  review t h e  
drawings and i n s p e c t  t h e  s i t e  o r  t h e  b u i l d i n g  upon which t h e  s i g n  i s  
t o  be a p p l i e d  and determine t h a t  t h e  anchor ing o r  f a s t e n i n g  methods 
a r e  s u f f i c i e n t l v  s a f e  and meet t h e  reau i rements  of t h e  c i t v  b u i l d i n g  
code,  inc lud ingT t h e  uniform s i g n  code *chapte r [v l  and t h e  requiremenFs 
of  t h i s  o rd inance .  
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S e c t i o n  5 .  T h i s  amendatory o r d i n a n c e  s h a l l  b e  i n  f o r c e  and 
t a k e  e f f e c t  f i v e  days  f rom and a f t e r  i t s  p a s s a g e  by t h e  c o u n c i l  and  
p u b l i c a t i o n  as r e q u i r e d  by l a w .  

PASSED by t h e  K i r k l a n d  C i t y  C o u n c i l  i n  r e g u l a r  mee t ing  on  
t h e  2nd day of  November , 1970.  

SIGNED i n  a u t h e n t i c a t i o n  t h e r e o f  on t h e  - 2nd day o f  
November , 1970.  

Mayor 

( e x  o f f i c y  c i t y a C l e r k )  

A p p ~ q v e d  a s  t o  form: 
-r 

I C i t y  /&t.% p t o r n e y  

Ordinance N o .  


