
962 ORDINANCE No. 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE C I T Y OF KIRKLAND, WASHINGTON, RELATING TO AND 

REGULATING THE OPERATION OF AMBULANCES. 

THE C I T Y COUNCIL OF THE C I T Y OF KIRKLAND DO ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS : 

S e c t i o n 1. D e f i n i t i o n s 

( a ) A s used h e r e i n , t h e t e r m "ambulance" s h a l l mean and 
i n c l u d e any motor v e h i c l e a c t i n g a s a common c a r r i e r f o r h i r e f o r 
t h e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n o r conveyance of t h e s i c k o r injured. 

(b) A s used herein, the phrase, "operating an ambulance" 

s h a l l a p p l y t o t h e o p e r a t i o n o f any ambulance which (1) i s s t a t i o n e d 
within the C i t y of Kirkland, o r (2) is dispatched from within o r 
without t h e corporate l i m i t s of Kirkland and repeatedly o r customarily 

makes t r i p s f o r h i r e w i t h i n t h e C i t y to p i c k up i n j u r e d o r sick f a r e s , 

o r (3) which makes any t r i p s i n t o Kirkland f o r t h a t purpose a f t e r 
occasional or repeated advertising within Kirkland, ofsuch service. 

Provided;. t h a t t h e p r o v i s i o n s of t h i s ordinance s h a l l not apply t o 

any ambulance which s h a l l pass through t h e C i t y of Kirkland i n t h e 

d e l i v e r y of f a r e s picked up a t p o i n t s beyond t h e l i m i t s of the C i t y 
of Kirkland. 

( c ) AS used h e r e i n , t h e term "ambulance l i c e n s e e " s h a l l mean 
and include any person, form o r corporation engaged i n t h e b u s i n e s s 
of carrying o r transporting any s i c k o r injured person, for h i r e , 
by t h e use of an automobile o r vehicle designed o r adapted f o r such 
purpose. 

S e c t i o n 2. Permit and License Required. No p e r s o n , f i r m o r 
corporation s h a l l operate, o r cause t o be operated, any ambulance 
i n the C i t y of Kirkland without f i r s t securing from t h e Clerk and 
having a v a l i d Ambulance L i c e n s e e ’ s Permit and o b t a i n i n g a n Ambulance 
License f o r each ambulance s o operated. 

S e c t i o n 3. E x h i b i t i o n of License and I n s i q n i a . Each l i c e n s e e 
s h a l l c a u s e t h e C i t y Ambulance L i c e n s e t o be p r o m i n e n t l y d i s p l a y e d 

where t h e same may be r e a d by a n y p a s s e n g e r o f such ambulance and 

t h e l i c e n s e e s h a l l p a i n t t h e K i r k l a n d Ambulance L i c e n s e Number i n 

two prominent places on t h e e x t e r i o r of t h e l i c e n s e d v e h i c l e a t 

l o c a t i o n s and i n such manner and c o l o r a s may be p r o v i d e d by r u l e s 

and regulations issued by t h e Chief of Police. 

S e c t i o n 4. Color I d e n t i f i c a t i o n . Each ambulance l i c e n s e d under 
t h e p r o v i s i o n s o f t h i s o r d i n a n c e , s h a l l c o n t a i n t h e name of t h e 

l i c e n s e e , be painted i n t h e c o l o r s and i n t h e manner s e t f o r t h i n 

the license a p p l i c a t i o n and no ambulance s h a l l be painted a color 
d e c e p t i v e l y s i m i l a r t o any c o l o r scheme being used by any p r e v i o u s l y 
licensed ambulance licensee. 

S e c t i o n 5. Ambulance Crew. No p e r s o n , f i r m o r c o r p o r a t i o n 
s h a l l c p e r a t e a n y ambulance i n t h e C i t y o f K i r k l a n d w i t h o u t t h e same 
b e i n g a t t e n d e d by a crew o f two able-bodied male p e r s o n s , who s h a l l 

e a c h : Be o v e r t h e age o f 2 1 y e a r s , o f sound physique w i t h good 

eyesight, able t o read and w r i t e t h e English language, have never
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been convicted of an offense of moral terpitude, nor within a period 

of one y e a r been c o n v i c t e d o f t h e o f f e n s e of r e c k l e s s d r i v i n g o r 
driving under the influence, and have q u a l i f i e d and hold an advanced 

Red C r o s s Aid C e r t i f i c a t e . 

S e c t i o n 6. F i r s t Aid Equipment. 
a t a l l times be equipped a s follows: 

Each such ambulance s h a l l 

( a ) F i r s t a i d equipment c o n s i s t i n g of leg and arm s p l i n t s 
and s t a n d a r d 24 u n i t f i r s t a i d k i t s , a s p r e s c r i b e d by t h e American 

Red C r o s s ; 

(b) Invalid couch-type bed on wheels; 

( c ) S t r e t c h e r f o r a second p a t i e n t on f l o o r o r hanger; 

(d) Bandages, tourniquets and s p l i n t s ; 

( e ) Oxygen t a n k ; 

( f ) Clean l i n e n and blankets s u f f i c i e n t f o r two p a t i e n t s . 

Section 7. Mechanical Equipment and Conditions. Each such 

ambulance s h a l l be e q u i p p e d , a s r e q u i r e d by C h a p t e r 269 of t h e Laws 

of 1955, a s amended, and m a i n t a i n e d w i t h o u t known m e c h a n i c a l d e f e c t . 

S e c t i o n 8. P u b l i c L i a l i l i t y I n s u r a n c e . No l i c e n s e s h a l l be 
i s s u e d h e r e u n d e r f o r a n y ambulance u n t i l t h e same be covered w i t h 
public l i a b i l i t y insurance i n t h e amounts o f $50,000. f o r personal 
i n j u r i e s t o one person, o r $100,000. f o r more t h a n one person a r i s i n g 

o u t of each a c c i d e n t o r o c c u r r e n c e and p r o p e r t y damage i n s u r a n c e i n 

t h e amount o f $10,000. f o r each a c c i d e n t oroccurrence. 

S e c t i o n 9. Application. A p p l i c a t i o n f o r a n ambulance licensee’s 
p e r m i t and ambulance l i c e n s e s h a l l be made upon such forms a s t h e 
Clerk s h a l l prescribe, which a p p l i c a t i o n s h a l l be accompanied with 
the annual license fee and with a c e r t i f i c a t e of the Chief of Police 
t h a t t h e ambulance o r ambulances f o r the licensing of which appli- 
c a t i o n i s made i s equipped and m a i n t a i n e d i n compliance w i t h t h e 
minimum s t a n d a r d s r e q u i r e d by t h i s o r d i n a n c e and t h e s t a t e law a s t o 
f i r s t a i d equipment and accessories and by t h e s t a t e law r e l a t i n g 

t o vehicle l i g h t i n g and other mechanical equipment. 

S e c t i o n 10. Required Information. I n a d d i t i o n t o such o t h e r 

information a s t h e Clerk s h a l l require, t h e applicant f o r an ambulance 

license shall provide, 

( a ) By sworn s t a t e m e n t t h e f o l l o w i n g i n f o r m a t i o n : 

(1) Name and a d d r e s s o f p e r s o n , f i r m o r c o r p o r a t i o n 

d e s i r i n g such ambulance permit o r license ; 
( 2 ) The number and d e s c r i p t i o n o f ambulance owned b y 

and operated by the applicant and the l o c a t i o n of each; 

( 3 ) The d i s t i n g u i s h i n g c o l o r scheme, d e s i g n o r d r e s s , 

i n c l u d i n g any monogram o r i n s i g n i a t o be used on such ambulance. 

( b ) The f o l l o w i n g documents : 

(1) A c e r t i f i c a t e from t h e Chief o f P o l i c e t h a t t h e 

a p p l i c a n t h a s t h e minimum f i r s t a i d equipment and t h a t t h e ambulance 
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complies i n o t h e r regards with t h i s ordinance and t h e s t a t e law; 

(2) A policy of insurance a s required by t h i s ordinance, 
which p o l i c y s h a l l contain an endorsement providing t h a t t e n days’ 
n o t i c e t o t h e C i t y o f K i r k l a n d w i l l be g i v e n by t h e i n s u r a n c e company 

i n the event of any m a t e r i a l change o r .cancellation. 

S e c t i o n 11. Annual l i c e n s e f e e . Such ambulance l i c e n s e s h a l l 
e x p i r e on t h e l a s t day o f December next f o l l o w i n g t h e i s s u a n c e t h e r e o f 

and may be renewed from y e a r t o y e a r by t h e C i t y c l e r k upon s u c h 

evidence a s s h a l l be r e q u i r e d by him t h a t 

( a ) t h e h o l d e r t h e r e o f i s complying w i t h t h e minimum r e q u i r e - 
ments of the ordinance a s t o equipment and accessories; 

(b) t h a t the operator o r crews of t h e ambulance have not, 
during the past year, violated provisions of t h i s o r other ordinances 

of t h i s C i t y i n t h e operation of such ambulance s o a s t o unreasonably 

endanger t h e l i v e s o r p r o p e r t y of passengers o r o t h e r members of t h e 

p u b l i c . The a n n u a l l i c e n s e f e e s h a l l be $ 50.00 , o r $ 25.00 
f o r a p a r t i a l y e a r i n which t h e l i c e n s e is i s s u e d a f t e r J u l y 1st. 

S e c t i o n 12. Revocation. 
revocation by the Clerk: 

Any such p e r m i t s h a l l be s u b j e c t t o 

( a ) Upon c o n v i c t i o n o f t h e o p e r a t o r . f o r f a i l u r e t o comply 
with the provisions of t h i s ordinance, or 

(b) Upon b e i n g found g u i l t y o f f a i l u r e t o comply w i t h t h e 
p r o v i s i o n s h e r e o f a f t e r n o t i c e and o p p o r t u n i t y t o be heard. The 
f o l l o w i n g a c t s s h a l l be deemed s u f f i c i e n t r e a s o n f o r c a n c e l l i n g a n 
e x i s t i n g p e r m i t o r d e c l i n i n g t o i s s u e a new a n n u a l p e r m i t , t o - w i t : 

(1) Tuning i n on p o l i c e r a d i o c a l l s ; 

(2) Poor condition of ambulance equipment o r supplies; 
(3) Failure t o have a properly q u a l i f i e d crew; 

(4) Unnecessary delay i n answering c a l l s ; 
(5) F a i l u r e t o acquire and keep i n force t h e required 

amount of p u b l i c l i a b i l i t y insurance. 

S e c t i o n 13. I n s p e c t i o n of Ambulances. The P o l i c e Department 
s h a l l make p e r i o d i c i n s p e c t i o n s o f l i c e n s e d ambulance a s p r o v i d e d 

by r u l e s and regulations of t h e Chief of Police f o r t h e purpose of 
determining t h e i r mechanical condition and compliance with the require- 
ments of t h i s ordinance and t h e s t a t e law a s t o equipment and d r i v e r s . 

Section 14. Police C a l l s . A l l c a l l s f o r ambulance s e r v i c e 
made b y members o f t h e K i r k l a n d P o l i c e Department s h a l l be d i s p a t c h e d 

through t h e P o l i c e H e a d q u a r t e r s D i s p a t c h e r who s h a l l r o t a t e t h e c a l l s 

among t h e l i c e n s e d ambulance o p e r a t o r s and s h a l l m a i n t a i n a r e c o r d 

of a l l c a l l s made t h r o u g h such d i s p a t c h e r . No k e n s e e s h a l l r e f e r 
such c a l l t o any o t h e r ambulance operator, b u t i n t h e event of 
i n a b i l i t y of t h e licensee t o respond promptly t o such c a l l , such 

l i c e n s e e s h a l l r e p o r t t h a t f a c t t o t h e P o l i c e D i s p a t c h e r who s h a l l 

c a l l t h e next l i c e n s e e on .the a v a i l a b l e list. I f no l i c e n s e e is 
available, the Police Dispatchershall c a l l the nearest qualified 

non-licensed ambulance operator. 

Section 15. Each l i c e n s e e s h a l l , a t t h e time of accepting 

such license, agree :



( a ) To respond t o a l l c a l l s i s s u e d by t h e C i t y P o l i c e i f 
equipment is not otherwise i n use, and 

(b) TO abide by t h e r a t e schedule h e r e i n contained f o r 
s e r v i c e i n - r e s p o n s e t o such p o l i c e c a l l s , an 

. 
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(c) To make no claim a g a i n s t t h e C i t y of Kirkland on 
account of-charges occurred i n responding t o such.calls. 

Section 16. Rates. It s h a l l be unlawful f o r any eiabulance 
l i c e n s e e under t h i s c h a p t e r t o demand, c o l l e c t o r r e c e i v e a 
higher r a t e of f a r e t h e n is s p e c i f i e d i n the7 f o l l w i n g schedule 
on f a r e s c a r r i e d i n response t o a c a l l placed through t h e Kirkland 
Police Dispatcher : 

(a) T r i p s made i n response t o c a l l s ’’received by l i c e n s e e 
between t h e hours of 6:00 A.M. and 10100 P.M.: A b a s i c r a t e of 
$18.00 per t r i p w i t h i n t h e c i t y limits of .Kirkland, Washington, 
t o g e t h e r with a charge of $1.00 p e r m i l e f o r each p a t i e n t m i l e 
t r a v e l e d o u t s i d e t h e c i t y limits of Kirkland. 

(b) T r i p s made i n response t o c a l l s - r e c e i v e d by l i c e n s e e 
between t h e hours of 10:OO P.M. and 6300 A.M.1 A b a s i c r a t e of 
$20.00 p e r t r i p w i t h i n t h e c i t y l i m i t s of Kirkland, Washington, 
t o g e t h e r with a charge of $1.00 per m i l e f o r each p a t i e n t m i l e 
traveled outside the c i t y limits of Kirkland. 

1’ 

Section 17., Penalties. In a d d i t i o n t o t h e p r o v i s i o n s r e l a t i n g 

u 
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t o the cancellation of license, any person violating t h e provisions 
of t h i s ordinance s h a l l , upon conviction t h e r e o f , be punished by a 
f i n e not t o exceed $300.00, o r by imprisonment i n t h e C i t y J a i l f o r 
a period of not t o exceed 90 days, o r by both such f i n e and.imprison- 
ment 

S e c t i o n 18. This ordinance s h a l l bg i n f o r c e and t a k e 
e f f e c t f i v e days f r m . and a f t e r i t s passage, approval by t h e Mayor, 
and posting o r publishing according t o law. 

INTRODUCED t h i s &day of ~ e c e b i h e ~ 1 9 6 5 - 

Attest : 

ed a s t o form: 

citIy Attorney


