
ORDINANCE No. 962 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE C I T Y  OF KIRKLAND, WASHINGTON, RELATING TO AND 
REGULATING THE OPERATION OF AMBULANCES. 

THE C I T Y  COUNCIL OF THE C I T Y  OF KIRKLAND DO ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS : 

Sec t ion  1. D e f i n i t i o n s  

( a )  A s  used h e r e i n ,  t h e  term "ambulance" s h a l l  mean and 
inc lude  any motor v e h i c l e  a c t i n g  a s  a  common c a r r i e r  f o r  h i r e  f o r  
t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  o r  conveyance of t h e  s i c k  o r  i n ju red .  

(b) A s  used h e r e i n ,  t h e  phrase ,  "opera t ing  an  ambulance" 
s h a l l  app ly  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of any ambulance which (1) is  s t a t i o n e d  
w i t h i n  t h e  C i t y  of Ki rk land ,  o r  ( 2 )  is  d i spa t ched  from w i t h i n  o r  
wi thout  t h e  co rpo ra t e  l i m i t s  of  Kirkland and r e p e a t e d l y  o r  cus tomar i ly  
makes t r i p s  f o r  h i r e  w i t h i n  t h e  C i t y  to p ick  up i n j u r e d  o r  sick f a r e s ,  
o r  (3 )  which makes any t r i p s  i n t o  Kirkland f o r  t h a t  purpose a f t e r  
occas iona l  o r  repea ted  a d v e r t i s i n g  w i t h i n  Kirkland,  ofsuch s e r v i c e .  
Provided;. t h a t  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of t h i s  ordinance s h a l l  not  app ly  t o  
any ambulance which s h a l l  p a s s  through t h e  C i t y  o f  Kirkland i n  t h e  
d e l i v e r y  of f a r e s  picked up a t  p o i n t s  beyond t h e  l i m i t s  of  t h e  C i t y  
of Kirkland. 

(c)  AS used h e r e i n ,  t h e  term "ambulance l i c e n s e e "  s h a l l  mean 
and inc lude  any person ,  form o r  co rpo ra t ion  engaged i n  t h e  b u s i n e s s  
of c a r r y i n g  o r  t r a n s p o r t i n g  any s i c k  o r  i n j u r e d  person ,  f o r  h i r e ,  
by t h e  use of an automobile o r  v e h i c l e  designed o r  adapted f o r  such 
purpose. 

Sec t ion  2. Permit and License Required. No person ,  f i rm  o r  
co rpo ra t ion  s h a l l  o p e r a t e ,  o r  cause  t o  be opera ted ,  any ambulance 
i n  t h e  C i t y  of Kirkland without  f i r s t  s ecu r ing  from t h e  Clerk  and 
having a  v a l i d  Ambulance L icensee ' s  Permit and ob ta in ing  a n  Ambulance 
License f o r  each ambulance s o  operated.  

Sec t ion  3. Exh ib i t i on  of License and I n s i q n i a .  Each l i c e n s e e  
s h a l l  cause t h e  C i t y  Ambulance License t o  be prominent ly  d i sp l ayed  
where t h e  same may be r ead  by any passenger  o f  such ambulance and 
t h e  l i c e n s e e  s h a l l  p a i n t  t h e  Kirkland Ambulance License Number i n  
two prominent p l aces  on t h e  e x t e r i o r  of  t h e  l i c e n s e d  v e h i c l e  a t  
l o c a t i o n s  and i n  such manner and c o l o r  a s  may be provided by r u l e s  
and r e g u l a t i o n s  i s sued  by t h e  Chief of  Po l ice .  

Sec t ion  4. Color I d e n t i f i c a t i o n .  Each ambulance l i c e n s e d  under 
t h e  p rov i s ions  of t h i s  ordinance,  s h a l l  c o n t a i n  t h e  name of t h e  
l i c e n s e e ,  be pa in t ed  i n  t h e  c o l o r s  and i n  t h e  manner s e t  f o r t h  i n  
t h e  l i c e n s e  a p p l i c a t i o n  and no ambulance s h a l l  be p a i n t e d  a  c o l o r  
d e c e p t i v e l y  s i m i l a r  t o  any c o l o r  scheme being used by any p r e v i o u s l y  
l i censed  ambulance l i censee .  

Sec t ion  5.  Ambulance Crew. No person,  f i rm  o r  c o r p o r a t i o n  
s h a l l c p e r a t e  any ambulance i n  t h e  C i t y  of Kirkland without  t h e  same 
being a t t ended  by a  crew of two able-bodied male persons ,  who s h a l l  
each:  Be over t h e  age of 21  yea r s ,  of  sound physique wi th  good 
e y e s i g h t ,  a b l e  t o  read  and w r i t e  t h e  Engl i sh  language,  have never 



been convic ted  of an  o f f ense  of moral  t e r p i t u d e ,  nor  w i t h i n  a p e r i o d  
of one year  been convic ted  o f  t h e  o f f ense  of r e c k l e s s  d r i v i n g  o r  
d r i v i n g  under t h e  i n f luence ,  and have q u a l i f i e d  and hold an  advanced 
Red Cross Aid C e r t i f i c a t e .  

Sec t ion  6. F i r s t  Aid Equipment. Each such ambulance s h a l l  
a t  a l l  t imes  be equipped a s  fol lows:  

( a )  F i r s t  a i d  equipment c o n s i s t i n g  of l eg  and arm s p l i n t s  
and s t anda rd  24 u n i t  f i r s t  a i d  k i t s ,  a s  p r e s c r i b e d  by t h e  American 
Red Cross;  

(b) I n v a l i d  couch-type bed on wheels; 

( c )  S t r e t c h e r  f o r  a second p a t i e n t  on f l o o r  o r  hanger;  

(d )  Bandages, t o u r n i q u e t s  and s p l i n t s ;  

I n  ( e )  Oxygen tank;  ~ % 
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( f )  Clean l i n e n  and b l a n k e t s  s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  two p a t i e n t s .  

n 
Sect ion  7. Mechanical Equipment and Condi t ions .  Each such ~ ambulance s h a l l  be equipped,  a s  r equ i r ed  by Chapter  269 of t h e  Laws 

of 1955, a s  amended, and maintained without  known mechanical  d e f e c t .  

Sec t ion  8. Pub l i c  L i a l i l i t y  Insurance.  No l i c e n s e  s h a l l  be 

I i s sued  hereunder f o r  any ambulance u n t i l  t h e  same be covered wi th  
p u b l i c  l i a b i l i t y  insurance i n  t h e  amounts o f  $50,000. f o r  p e r s o n a l  ~ 1 i n j u r i e s  t o  one person,  o r  $100,000. f o r  more t h a n  one person a r i s i n g  
ou t  of  each acc iden t  o r  occurrence and p r o p e r t y  damage insurance  i n  
t h e  amount o f  $10,000. f o r  each acc iden t  oroccurrence.  

Sec t ion  9. Appl icat ion.  Appl ica t ion  f o r  an  ambulance l icensee 's  
permit  and ambulance l i c e n s e  s h a l l  be made upon such forms a s  t h e  
Clerk  s h a l l  p r e s c r i b e ,  which a p p l i c a t i o n  s h a l l  be accompanied wi th  
t h e  annual  l i c e n s e  f e e  and with  a c e r t i f i c a t e  of  t h e  Chief of  P o l i c e  
t h a t  t h e  ambulance o r  ambulances f o r  t h e  l i c e n s i n g  o f  which a p p l i -  
c a t i o n  i s  made is  equipped and maintained i n  compliance wi th  t h e  
minimum s t anda rds  r equ i r ed  by t h i s  ordinance and t h e  s t a t e  law a s  t o  
f i r s t  a i d  equipment and a c c e s s o r i e s  and by t h e  s t a t e  law r e l a t i n g  
t o  v e h i c l e  l i g h t i n g  and o t h e r  mechanical equipment. 

Sec t ion  10. Required Informat ion.  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  such o t h e r  
in format ion  a s  t h e  Clerk  s h a l l  r e q u i r e ,  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  f o r  an  ambulance 
l i c e n s e  s h a l l  p rov ide ,  

( a )  By sworn s ta tement  t h e  fol lowing informat ion:  
(1) Name and address  o f  person,  f i rm  o r  co rpo ra t ion  

d e s i r i n g  such ambulance permit  o r  l i c e n s e  ; 
(2)  The number and d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  ambulance owned by 

I and opera ted  by t h e  a p p l i c a n t  and t h e  l o c a t i o n  of each ;  
( 3 )  The d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  c o l o r  scheme, des ign  o r  d r e s s ,  

inc lud ing  any monogram o r  i n s i g n i a  t o  be used on such ambulance. 

(b )  The fol lowing documents : 
(1) A c e r t i f i c a t e  from t h e  Chief of  Po l i ce  t h a t  t h e  

a p p l i c a n t  has t h e  minimum first  a i d  equipment and t h a t  t h e  ambulance 
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complies i n  o t h e r  r ega rds  wi th  t h i s  ordinance and t h e  s t a t e  law; 
(2)  A p o l i c y  of insurance a s  r equ i r ed  by t h i s  o rd inance ,  

which p o l i c y  s h a l l  c o n t a i n  an  endorsement p rov id ing  t h a t  t e n  days '  
n o t i c e  t o  t h e  C i t y  of Kirkland w i l l  be g iven  by t h e  insurance  company 
i n  t h e  event  of any m a t e r i a l  change o r  . c a n c e l l a t i o n .  

S e c t i o n  11. Annual l i c e n s e  fee .  Such ambulance l i c e n s e  s h a l l  
e x p i r e  on t h e  l a s t  day o f  December next  fo l lowing  t h e  i s suance  the reo f  
and may be renewed from year  t o  year  by t h e  C i t y  c l e r k  upon such 
evidence a s  s h a l l  be r e q u i r e d  by him t h a t  

( a )  t h e  ho lde r  t he reo f  is  complying wi th  t h e  minimum r e q u i r e -  
ments of  t h e  ordinance a s  t o  equipment and a c c e s s o r i e s ;  

(b) t h a t  t h e  o p e r a t o r  o r  crews of t h e  ambulance have n o t ,  
du r ing  t h e  p a s t  yea r ,  v i o l a t e d  p rov i s ions  of t h i s  o r  o t h e r  o rd inances  
of t h i s  C i t y  i n  t h e  ope ra t ion  of such ambulance s o  a s  t o  unreasonably 
endanger t h e  l i v e s  o r  p rope r ty  of passengers  o r  o t h e r  members of  t h e  
pub l i c .  The annual  l i c e n s e  f e e  s h a l l  be $ 50.00 , o r  $ 25.00 
f o r  a p a r t i a l  year  i n  which t h e  l i c e n s e  is i s sued  a f t e r  J u l y  1st. 

S e c t i o n  12. Revocation. Any such permit  s h a l l  be s u b j e c t  t o  
r evoca t ion  by t h e  Clerk:  

(a )  Upon conv ic t ion  of t h e  o p e r a t o r  . f o r  f a i l u r e  t o  comply 
wi th  t h e  p rov i s ions  of t h i s  o rd inance ,  o r  

(b) Upon being found g u i l t y  o f  f a i l u r e  t o  comply wi th  t h e  
p rov i s ions  hereof  a f t e r  n o t i c e  and oppor tun i ty  t o  be heard.  The 
fol lowing a c t s  s h a l l  be deemed s u f f i c i e n t  reason  f o r  c a n c e l l i n g  a n  
e x i s t i n g  permit  o r  d e c l i n i n g  t o  i s s u e  a new annual  pe rmi t ,  to-wit :  

(1) Tuning i n  on p o l i c e  r a d i o  c a l l s ;  
( 2 )  Poor c o n d i t i o n  of ambulance equipment o r  s u p p l i e s ;  
(3)  F a i l u r e  t o  have a p r o p e r l y  q u a l i f i e d  crew; 
(4)  Unnecessary d e l a y  i n  answering c a l l s ;  
(5) F a i l u r e  t o  acqu i r e  and keep i n  f o r c e  t h e  r e q u i r e d  

amount of  p u b l i c  l i a b i l i t y  insurance.  

Sec t ion  13. In spec t ion  of Ambulances. The Po l i ce  Department 
s h a l l  make p e r i o d i c  i n s p e c t i o n s  o f  l i c ensed  ambulance a s  provided 
by r u l e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s  of t h e  Chief o f  P o l i c e  f o r  t h e  purpose of 
determining t h e i r  mechanical c o n d i t i o n  and compliance wi th  t h e  r e q u i r e -  
ments of  t h i s  ordinance and t h e  s t a t e  law a s  t o  equipment and d r i v e r s .  

Sec t ion  14. Po l i ce  C a l l s .  A l l  c a l l s  f o r  ambulance s e r v i c e  
made by members of  t h e  Kirkland Po l i ce  Department s h a l l  be d i spa t ched  
through t h e  Pol ice  Headquarters Dispa tcher  who s h a l l  r o t a t e  t h e  c a l l s  
among t h e  l i censed  ambulance o p e r a t o r s  and s h a l l  main ta in  a r eco rd  
of a l l  c a l l s  made through such d i s p a t c h e r .  No k e n s e e  s h a l l  r e f e r  
such c a l l  t o  any o t h e r  ambulance o p e r a t o r ,  b u t  i n  t h e  event  of  
i n a b i l i t y  of  t h e  l i c e n s e e  t o  respond promptly t o  such c a l l ,  such 

I l i c e n s e e  s h a l l  r e p o r t  t h a t  f a c t  t o  t h e  P o l i c e  Dispa tcher  who s h a l l  
c a l l  t h e  next  l i c e n s e e  on . the  a v a i l a b l e  list. I f  no l i c e n s e e  is 
available, t h e  Po l i ce  D i s p a t c h e r s h a l l  c a l l  t h e  n e a r e s t  q u a l i f i e d  
non-l icensed ambulance ope ra to r .  

Sec t ion  15. Each l i c e n s e e  s h a l l ,  a t  t h e  t ime of accep t ing  
such l i c e n s e ,  agree  : 



(a)  To respond t o  a l l  c a l l s  issued by t h e  Ci ty  Police i f  
equipment is not otherwise i n  use,  and 

(b) TO abide by t he  r a t e  schedule here in  contained f o r  
service  in- response  t o  such po l ice  c a l l s ,  and 

. , 

(c) To make no claim agains t  the  City of Kirkland on 
account of -charges  occurred i n  responding t o  such .ca l l s .  

Section 16. Rates. It s h a l l  be unlawful f o r  any eiabulance 
l icensee under t h i s  chapter  t o  demand, c o l l e c t  o r  receive a 
higher r a t e  of f a r e  then is spec i f i ed  i n  the7 f o l l w i n g  schedule 
on f a r e s  ca r r i ed  i n  response t o  a c a l l  placed through t h e  Kirkland 
Police Dispatcher : 

(a) Tr ips  made i n  response t o  c a l l s  ' 'received by l icensee  
between t he  hours of 6:00 A.M. and 10100 P.M.: A b a s i c  r a t e  of 
$18.00 per t r i p  w i t h i n t h e  c i t y  limits of .Kirkland, Washington, 
together  with a charge of $1.00 per  m i l e  f o r  each pa t i en t  m i l e  
t r ave led  outside the  c i t y  limits of Kirkland. 

(b) Trips  made i n  response t o  ca l l s - r ece ived  by l icensee  
between t h e  hours of 10:OO P.M. and 6300 A.M.1 A bas i c  r a t e  of 
$20.00 per  t r i p  within t h e  c i t y  l i m i t s  of Kirkland, Washington, 
together  with a charge of $1.00 per m i l e  f o r  each p a t i e n t  m i l e  
t r ave led  outside t he  c i t y  l i m i t s  of Kirkland. 

1 '  

Section 17., Penalties.  In add i t ion  t o  t he  provisions r e l a t i n g  

u t o  the  cance l l a t ion  of l icense ,  any person v io l a t i ng  t h e  provis ions  
of t h i s  ordinance s h a l l ,  upon conviction thereof ,  be punished by a 
f i ne  not t o  exceed $300.00, o r  by imprisonment i n  t he  Ci ty  J a i l  f o r  
a period of not t o  exceed 90 days, o r  by both such f i n e  and.imprison- 
ment . 

Section 18. This ordinance s h a l l  bg i n  force and take  
e f f e c t  f i ve  days f r m .  and a f t e r  i t s  passage, approval by t he  Mayor, 
and post ing o r  publishing according t o  law. 

INTRODUCED t h i s  &day of ~ e c e b i h e ~  1 9 6 5 -  

A t t e s t  : 

ed a s  t o  form: 

citIy Attorney 


