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AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF KIRKLAND, WASHINGTON, RELATING TO 
SIDEWALKS, DECLARING THE RESPONSIBILITY OF ABUTTING PROPERTY 
AND THE OWNERS THEREOF I N  REGARD THERETO, PROVIDING A NON- 

I 
.EXCLUSIVE PROCEDURE FOR THE CONSTRUCTION, MAINTENANCE AND 
REPAIR OF SIDEWALKS , AND PROVIDING PENALTIES. 

BE I T  ORDAINED by t h e  C i t y  Counci l  of t h e  C i t y  of  

Kirkland a s  fo l lows  : 

S e c t i o n  1. Unless t h e  con tex t  c l e a r l y  i n d i c a t e s  o t h e r -  

3 wise t h e  words used i n  t h i s  ordinance s h a l l  have t h e  meaning 

33 
in given  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n .  - k 

55 
13 "Abutting p r o p e r t y "  i nc ludes  a l l  p rope r ty  having a 

f ron tage  upon t h e  margin of  any s t r e e t  o r  o t h e r  p u b l i c  p l ace .  

"Sidewalk" i nc ludes  any s t r u c t u r e  o r  form of s t r e e t  

improvement i n  t h e  space between t h e  s t r e e t  margin and t h e  

I roadway known a s  t h e  s idewalk a r e a .  

Sec t ion  2.  It s h a l l  be t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of t h e  owner 

of  p r o p e r t y  a b u t t i n g  upon a p u b l i c  s idewalk t o  main ta in  s a i d  s i d e -  

walk a t  a l l  t imes  i n  a s a f e  c o n d i t i o n  f r e e  of  any and a l l  obs t ruc -  

t i o n s  o r  d e f e c t s  i nc lud ing  b u t  not  l i m i t e d  t o ,  i c e  and snow. 

S e c t i o n  3 .  The burden and expense of c o n s t r u c t i n g ,  main- 

t a i n i n g  and r e p a i r i n g  s idewalks  a long t h e  s i d e  of a n y  s t r e e t  o r  

o t h e r  p u b l i c  p l ace  s h a l l  devolve upon and be borne by t h e  p r o p e r t y  

d i r e c t l y  a b u t t i n g  thereon .  I n  case  any i n j u r y  o r  damage t o  any 

person s h a l l  be caused by t h e  d e f e c t i v e  c o n d i t i o n  of  any s idewalk 

o r  by i c e  o r  snow the reon  o r  by t h e  l ack  of  p roper  guards  o r  

r a i l i n g s  on o r  a long  t h e  p rope r ty  a b u t t i n g  on any p u b l i c w a y ,  t h e  

a b u t t i n g  p r o p e r t y  where t h e  i n j u r y  o r  damage occu r s ,  and t h e  ownei 

o r  owners t h e r e o f ,  s h a l l  be l i a b l e  t o  t h e  c i t y  of Kirkland f o r  a l l  

damage, i n j u r i e s ,  c o s t s  and disbursements  which i t  may be r e q u i r e d  

t o  pay t o  t h e  person i n j u r e d  o r  damaged. 



Sec t ion  4. I f  i n  t h e  judgment of  t h e  c i t y  eng inee r  o r  

s t r e e t  depar tment ,  p u b l i c  convenience o r  s a f e t y  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  a  

s idewalk be cons t ruc t ed  o r  r e p a i r e d  a long  e i t h e r  s i d e  of  any s t r e e t ,  

I 
he s h a l l  r e p o r t  t h e  f a c t  t o  t h e  c i t y  c o u n c i l  immediately. 

S e c t i o n  5. I f  upon r e c e i v i n g  a  r e p o r t  from t h e  p roper  

o f f i c e r  t h e  c i t y  c o u n c i l  deems ' t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  proposed 

sidewalk o r  r e p a i r  of such s idewalk neces sa ry  o r  convenient  f o r  

t h e  p u b l i c  i t  s h a l l  by a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  r e s o l u t i o n  o r d e r  such con- 

s t r u c t i o n  o r  r e p a i r  and s h a l l  cause a  w r i t t e n  n o t i c e  t o  be  se rved  

upon t h e  owner of each p a r c e l  of  land a b u t t i n g  upon t h a t  p o r t i o n  

and t h e  s i d e  of t h e  s t r e e t  where t h e  s idewalk is  t o  be  c o n s t r u c t e d  

o r  r e p a i r e d  r e q u i r i n g  him t o  c o n s t r u c t  o r  r e p a i r  t h e  s idewalk i n  

accordance w i t h  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n .  

Sec t ion  6 .  The r e s o l u t i o n  and n o t i c e  and o r d e r  t o  c o n s t r u c t  

I o r  r e p a i r  a  s idewalk s h a l l :  

(1) Descr ibe  each p a r c e l  of land a b u t t i n g  upon t h a t  p o r t i o n  

and s i d e  of t h e  s t r e e t  where t h e  s idewalk is  ordered  t o  be con- 

s t r u c t e d  o r  r e p a i r e d .  

( 2 )  Spec i fy  t h e  k ind  of s idewalk r e q u i r e d ,  i t s  s i z e  and 

dimensions,  t h e  method and m a t e r i a l  t o  be used i n  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  

o r  r e p a i r .  

( 3 )  Contain a n  e s t i m a t e  of t h e  c o s t  t h e r e o f ,  and 

(4)  S t a t e  t h a t  u n l e s s  t h e  sidewalk.  is  c o n s t r u c t e d  o r  

r e p a i r e d  i n  compliance w i t h  t h e  n o t i c e ,  and w i t h i n  a  reasonable  

t ime t h e r e i n  s p e c i f i e d  t h e  c i t y  o r  town w i l l  c o n s t r u c t  o r  r e p a i r  

s a i d  s idewalk and a s s e s s  t h e  c o s t  and expenses  t he reo f  a g a i n s t  t h e  

a b u t t i n g  p rope r ty  desc r ibed  i n  t h e  n o t i c e .  

Sec t ion  7. The n o t i c e  s h a l l  be se rved :  

(1) By d e l i v e r i n g  a  copy t o  t h e  owner o r  repu ted  owner of  

each p a r c e l  of land a f f e c t e d ,  o r  t o  t h e  au tho r i zed  agent  of  t h e  
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owners, o r  

( 2 )  By leav ing  a  copy the reo f  a t  t h e  u s u a l  p l ace  of  abode 

of such owner i n  t h e  c i t y  wi th  a  person  of  s u i t a b l e  age and d i s -  

I 
c r e t i o n  r e s i d i n g  t h e r e i n ,  o r  

( 3 )  I f  t h e  owner is  a  nonres iden t  of t he  c i t y  and h i s  

p l ace  of  r e s idence  is  known,by mai l ing  a  copy t o  t h e  owner 

addressed t o  h i s  l a s t  known p lace  of r e s idence ;  o r  

(4) If t h e  p l a c e  of r e s idence  o f  t h e  owner is unknown o r  

i f  t h e  owner of any p a r c e l  of  land a f f e c t e d  i s  unknown, by pub l i ca -  

t i o n  i n  two weekly i s s u e s  of t h e  o f f i c i a l  newspaper of t h e  c i t y  of  

Kirkland,  o r  i f  t h e r e  is  no o f f i c i a l  newspaper, t hen  i n  any weekly 

newspaper publ i shed  i n  s a i d  c i t y .  Such n o t i c e  s h a l l  s p e c i f y  a  

reasonable  time w i t h i n  which s a i d  s idewalk s h a l l  be c o n s t r u c t e d  o r  

r e p a i r e d  which i n  t h e  case  of p u b l i c a t i o n  of t h e  n o t i c e  s h a l l  be 

I not l e s s  t han  s i x t y  days from t h e  d a t e  of  f i r s t  p u b l i c a t i o n  of  

such n o t i c e .  

Sec t ion  8. I f  t h e  n o t i c e  and o rde r  t o  c o n s t r u c t  o r  r e p a i r  

a  s idewalk i s  no t  complied wi th  w i t h i n  t h e  time t h e r e i n  s p e c i f i e d  

t h e  c i t y  eng ineer  o r  s t r e e t  department s h a l l  proceed t o  c o n s t r u c t  

o r  r e p a i r  s a i d  s idewalk fo r thwi th  and s h a l l  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  c i t y  o r  

town c o u n c i l  a t  i t s  next  r e g u l a r  meeting o r  a s  soon t h e r e a f t e r  a s  

is  p r a c t i c a b l e  an assessment r o l l  showing each p a r c e l  o f  land 

a b u t t i n g  upon t h e  s i d e w a l k ,  t h e  name of t h e  owner t h e r e o f ,  i f  known, 

and appor t i on  t h e  c o s t  of  s a i d  improvement t o  be a s s e s s e d  a g a i n s t  

each p a r c e l  of such land.  

Sec t ion  9. There upon t h e  c i t y  c o u n c i l  s h a l l  s e t  a  d a t e  

f o r  hea r ing  any p r o t e s t s  a g a i n s t  t h e  proposed assessment r o l l  and 

s h a l l  cause a  n o t i c e  o f  t h e  time and p l a c e  of s a i d  hea r ing  t o  be 

publ i shed  f o r  two succes s ive  weeks i n  t h e  o f f i c i a l  newspaper o f  

t h e  c i t y  of  Ki rk land ,  o r  i f  t h e r e  is  no such o f f i c i a l  newspaper, 

then  i n  any Weekly newspaper publ i shed  i n  such c i t y ,  t h e  d a t e  of  

s a i d  hea r ing  t o  be no t  l e s s  t han  t h i r t y  days from t h e  d a t e  of  



t h e  f i r s t  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  s a i d  n o t i c e .  A t  t h e  hea r ing  o r  a t  any 

adjournment t he reo f  t h e  c o u n c i l  by ordinance s h a l l  a s s e s s  t h e  

c o s t  of c o n s t r u c t i n g  o r  r e p a i r i n g  s a i d  s idewalk a g a i n s t  t h e  

a b u t t i n g  p r o p e r t y  i n  accordance w i t h  t h e  b e n e f i t s  t h e r e t o .  

Sec t ion  10. The assessments  s h a l l  become a  l i e n  upon t h e  

r e s p e c t i v e  p a r c e l s  of  land and s h a l l  be c o l l e c t e d  i n  t n e  manner 

provided by law f o r  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  of  l o c a l  improvement a s s e s s -  

ments and s h a l l  b e a r  i n t e r e s t  a t  t h e  r a t e  of s i x  pe rcen t  p e r  

annum from t h e  d a t e  of t h e  approva l  o f  s a i d  assessment thereon .  

Sec t ion  11. T h i s  ordinance s h a l l  not  be cons t rued  a s  

r epea l ing  o r  amending any p r o v i s i o n  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  improvement 

of s t r e e t s  o r  p u b l i c  ways by s p e c i a l  assessments  commonly known 

a s  l o c a l  improvement laws, b u t  s h a l l  be cons idered  a s  a d d i t i o n a l  

l e g i s l a t i o n  and a u x i l i a r y  t h e r e t o .  

S e c t i o n  12. This  ordinance s h a l l  t ake  e f f e c t  and be i n  

fo rce  f i v e  days from and a f t e r  i t s p l s s a g e  by t h e  c o u n c i l ,  

approva l  by  t h e  mayor and p o s t i n g  o r  p u b l i s h i n s  a s  r e q u i r e d  by 

law. 

Int roduced t h i s  7 th  day of October,  1963. 

Passed and Approved t h i s  of , 1963. 
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