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ORDINANCE No. f?S+ 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE C I T Y  OF KIRKLAND RELATING TO AND REGULATING 
DETECTIVE AGENCIES AND PRIVATE DETECTIVES, PROVIDING FOR THE 
LICENSING THEREOF, AND DEFINING OFFENSES AND PRESCRIBING PENALTIES 

THE C I T Y  COUNCIL OF THE C I T Y  OF KIRKLAND do ordain a s  f ~ l l o w s :  

Section 1: DEFINITIONS: The words and phrases used here in ,  unless  
the  context otherwise ind ica tes ,  s h a l l  have t h e  following meanings: 

(a)  The term "City" s h a l l  be deemed the  Ci ty  of Kirkland. 
(b) The words "Private de tec t ive  business" s h a l l  mean and include 
the  business o f ,  o r  t he  representa t ion  of being engaged i n  the business 
of making f o r  h i r e  o r  reward inves t iga t ion  o r  inves t iga t ions  w i t h  
reference t o  any of the  following matters:  

Detecting, discovering o r  reveal ing crime o r  cr iminals ,  o r  
securing s ec r e t  informat ion o r  evidence r e l a t i n g  the re to ;  

Discovering o r  reveal ing the  i d e n t i t y ,  whereabouts, charac ter  
o r  ac t ions  of any person o r  persons, th ing o r  things;  

The hab i t s ,  conduct, movements, whereabouts, a s soc ia t ions ,  
t r ansac t ions ,  reputa t ions  o r  charac ter  of any person, firm o r  
corporation; 

The c r e d i b i l i t y  of witnesses o r  other  persons; 
The locat ion  o r  recovery of l o s t  o r  s t o l en  property; 
The causes,  o r i g in  o r  r e spons ib i l i t y  f o r  f i r e s  o r  accidents  

o r  i n j u r i e s  t o  r e a l  o r  personal property; 
The a f f i l i a t i o n ,  connection o r  r e l a t i o n  of any prson, firm o r  

I corporation w i t h  any union o r  non-union organizat ion,  with any 
o f f i c i a l  member o r  representa t ive  the reof ,  o r  with any person o r  

I persons seeking employment i n  the  place of any person o r  persons 
who have q u i t  work by reason of any s t r i k e ;  

The t r u t h  o r  f a l s i t y  of any statement o r  representa t ion;  
The business of securing f o r  h i r e  o r  reward evidence 

t o  be used before authorized inves t iga t ing  committees, boards of 
award o r  a r b i t r a t i o n ,  o r  i n  t he  t r ial  of c i v i l  o r  cr iminal  cases; .  

(c )  Nothing i n  t h i s  ordinance sha' l l  apply t o  any o f f i c e r  o r  
employee of any s t a t e ,  county, c i t y  'or town, appointed o r  e lec ted  by 
due au thor i ty  of law; t o  any person, firm o r  corporat ion,  whose 
business is  the  furnishing of information a s  t o  the business and 
f i nanc i a l  standing and c r e d i t  of persons, firms o r  corporat ions;  nor 
t o  any person, firm o r  corporat ion inquir ing  a s  t o  the  personal  hab i t s  
and f i nanc i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of appl icants  f o r  insurance, indemnity 
bonds, o r  commercial c r e d i t ,  o r  of claimants under insurance po l i c i e s .  

(d) 1: The words "detect ive agency" s h a l l  mean and include any 
person who a s  p r i nc ipa l  o r  employer engages i n  o r  who adver t i ses  o r  
holds himself out a s  being engaged i n ,  the  p r iva t e  de tec t ive  business.  

2: The words "private  de tec t ive"  s h a l l  mean and include any 
na tu r a l  person of e i t h e r  sex  who engages i n ,  o r  who adver t i ses  o r  
holds himself out a s  being engaged i n ,  the  p r iva t e  de tec t ive  business 



bus ines s ,  a s  agent  o r  employee o f  a  du ly  l i c e n s e d  d e t e c t i v e  agency. 

Sec t ion  2: ENGAGING I N  DETECTIVE BUSINESS WITHOUT LICENSE UNLAWFUL: 
It s h a l l  be unlawful  f o r  any person ,  u n l e s s  d u l y  l i c e n s e d  s o  t o  do 
pursuant  t o  t h i s  ordinance,  t o  engage i n ,  o r  t o  a d v e r t i s e  o r  hold  
himself  ou t  a s  being engaged i n  t h e  p r i v a t e  d e t e c t i v e  bus ines s ;  
Provided,  t h a t  no l i c e n s e  r equ i r ed  h e r e i n  s h a l l  be g ran ted  t o  any 
person (1) who w i t h i n  t e n  y e a r s  of  t h e  d a t e  of  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  such 

of age. 
l i c e n s e  has  been convic ted  of any f e lony ,  o r  (2 )  who is under 21  y e a r s  

Sec t ion  3: DETECTIVE AGENCY LICENSE FEE: It s h a l l  be unlawful  f o r  
any person t o  engage i n  bus ines s  a s  a  d e t e c t i v e  agency wi thout  having 
f i r s t  ob ta ined  and being t h e  owner- of  a  v a l i d  and s u b s i s t i n g  l i c e n s e  
s o  t o  do, t o  be  known a s  a  "de t ec t ive  agency l i c e n s e  "and having on 
f i l e  a  s u r e t y  bond a s  r equ i r ed  by Sec t ion  8. The f e e  f o r  such 
" d e t e c t i v e  agency l i c e n s e "  s h a l l  be and hereby i s  f i x e d  i n  t h e  sum 
of $25. p e r  annum, provided t h a t  t h e  Chief of  P o l i c e  may, w i t h i n  h i s  
d i s c r e t i o n ,  waive t h e  requirements of  'Sec t ions  3 ,  4  and 5 o f  t h i s  
Ordinance a s  t o  any p r i v a t e  d e t e c t i v e  holding a  v a l i d  p r i v a t e  
d e t e c t i v e ' s  l i c e n s e  i s s u e d  by any governmental body s i t u a t e  w i t h i n  
t h e  me t ropo l i t an  S e a t t l e  a r e a ,  when, upon a p p l i c a t i o n  by such 
p r i v a t e  d e t e c t i v e ,  t h e  Chief of  P o l i c e  is  s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  t h e  a c t i v i t y  
of such p r i v a t e  d e t e c t i v e  w i t h i n  t h e  c i t y  limits of Kirkland,  w i l l  be 
a n c i l l a r y  t o  an i n v e s t i g a t i v e  m a t t e r  commenced i n  t h e  a r e a  f o r  which 
such a  p r i v a t e  d e t e c t i v e  ho lds  a  v a l i d  l i c e n s e .  Such p r i v a t e  d e t e c t i v e  
s h a l l  be r e q u i r e d  t o  adv i se  t h e  Chief of  P o l i c e  a s  t o  h i s  presence 
w i t h i n  t h e  c i t y  of  Kirkland,  and s h a l l  i n  a l l  o t h e r  m a t t e r s  be 
governed by t h i s  Ordinance. 

Sec t ion  4: PRIVATE DETECTIVE LICENSE FEE: It s h a l l  be unlawful  f o r  
any person,  whether l i c e n s e d  a s  a  d e t e c t i v e  agency o r  n o t ,  t o  engage 
i n  t h e  p r i v a t e  d e t e c t i v e  b u s i n e s s  o r  t o  a c t ,  o r  engage i n  bus ines s ,  a s  
a  p r i v a t e  d e t e c t i v e ,  wi thout  f i r s t  ob t a in ing  and being t h e  owner and 
ho lde r  of  a  v a l i d  and s u b s i s t i n g  l i c e n s e  s o  t o  do, t o  be  known a s  a  
" p r i v a t e  d e t e c t i v e  l i c e n s e " ,  t h e  f e e  f o r  which s h a l l  be and hereby is 
f i x e d  i n  t h e  sum of $5. p e r  annum; provided t h a t  a  " p r i v a t e  d e t e c t i v e  
l i c e n s e "  s h a l l ,  wi thout  t h e  payment of  any f e e  t h e r e f o r ,  be i s s u e d  t o  an 
i n d i v i d u a l ,  t o  one m e m b e r  of  a  p a r t n e r s h i p  o r  f i rm,  o r  t o  one o f f i c e r  
of a  co rpo ra t ion  holding a  " d e t e c t i v e  agency l i c e n s e " ,  o r  employed 
by t h e  ho lde r  of  a  d e t e c t i v e  agency l i c e n s e " .  On such " p r i v a t e  
d e t e c t i v e  l i c e n s e "  s h a l l  be  des igna ted  t h e  number of t h e  d e t e c t i v e  
agency, l i c e n s e ;  by reason  of which t h e  " p r i v a t e  d e t e c t i v e  l i c e n s e "  
is i s s u e d ,  and such l i c e n s e  s h a l l  be i n  f o r c e  and e f f e c t  on ly  s o  long 
a s  such person is  possessed o f ,  o r  is a  member of a  p a r t n e r s h i p  o r  
o f f i c e r  o f ,  o r  is  employed by t h e  ho lde r  of  such " d e t e c t i v e  agency 
l i c e n s e  ". 
Sec t ion  5: APPLICATION FOR PRIVATE DETECTIVE LICENSE: Appl ica t ions  
f o r  "p r iva t e  d e t e c t i v e  l i c e n s e "  s h a l l  be  made t o  t h e  C i t y  Clerk  on 
forms by him fu rn i shed  f o r  t h a t  purpose,  s h a l l  be s igned  and v e r i f i e d  , 

by t h e  a p p l i c a n t ,  and s h a l l  s t a t e  h i s  f u l l  name, age and r e s idence ,  
h i s  p re sen t  and prev ious  occupat ions  and t h e  address  of  t h e  p l a c e  of 

of an a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  a  " p r i v a t e  d e t e c t i v e  l i c e n s e "  and be fo re  a c t i n g  

r( 
bus ines s  and t h e  name of h i s  employer. The C i t y  Clerk upon p r e s e n t a t i o n  \ 



upon t h e  same s h a l l  r eques t  t h e  Chief of P o l i c e  t o  make a f u l l  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a s  t o  t h e  t r u t h  of t h e  s t a t emen t s  conta ined  t h e r e i n  
and a s  t o  any and a l l  o t h e r  m a t t e r s  which might t end  t o  a i d  t h e  
C i t y  Clerk i n  determining whether o r  no t  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  s h a l l  be  
gran ted .  The Chief of  P o l i c e  s h a l l ,  w i t h i n  f i v e  days a f t e r  t h e  d a t e  
of such r e q u e s t ,  f u r n i s h  a w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  C i t y  Clerk  c o n t a i n i n  
t h e  r e s u l t s  of  h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and i f  t he  C i t y  Clerk  be s a t i s f i e d  
t h a t  t h e  s ta tements  conta ined  i n  s a i d  a p p l i c a t i o n  a r e  t r u e ,  t h a t  t h e  
a p p l i c a n t  is of good moral  c h a r a c t e r  and has complied wi th  a l l  
requirements  of  t h i s  ordinance,  he s h a l l  i s s u e  t h e  l i c e n s e  a p p l i e d  
f o r  i n  accordance wi th  t h e  p rov i s ions  o f  t h i s  ordinance,  o therwise  
s a i d  a p p l i c a t i o n  s h a l l  be denied.  

Sec t ion  6: EMPLOYEES NOT TO DIVULGE INFORMATION: It s h a l l  be  unlawful  
f o r  any person who i s  o r  has  been an  employee of a De tec t ive  Agency 
t o  d ivu lge  t o  any person,  o t h e r  t h a n  h i s  employer, except  a s  h i s  
employer may d i r e c t  and except  a s  may be r e q u i r e d  by law, any 
in format ion  acqui red  by him du r ing  such employment wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  
any of t h e  work t o  which he o r  any o t h e r  employee of such d e t e c t i v e  
agency, s h a l l  have been ass igned  by such d e t e c t i v e  agency, o r  wi th  
r e spec t  t o  any of t h e  work, b u s i n e s s  o r  a f f a i r s  of  such d e t e c t i v e  
agency. 

Sec t ion  7: UNLAWFUL ACTS: It s h a l l  be  unlawful  f o r  any l i c e n s e e  
under t h i s  ordinance t o  knowingly i n c i t e ,  encourage o r  a i d  i n  i n c i t i n g  
o r  encouraging any person o r  persons  who have become a p a r t y  t o  any 
s t r i k e ,  t o  ccmunit unlawful  a c t s  a g a i n s t  t h e  person o r  p r o p e r t y  of 
anyone, o r  knowingly t o  i n c i t e ,  s t i r  up, c r e a t e  o r  a i d  i n  i n c i t i n g  
d i scon ten t  o r  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  among t h e  employees o f  any person ,  f i rm  
o r  co rpo ra t ion  wi th  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  of having them s t r i k e ,  o r  t o  send 
l e t t e r s  o r  l i t e r a t u r e  t o  employers o f f e r i n g  t o  e l i m i n a t e  l a b o r  un ions ,  
o r  f o r  any persons  t o  f a l s e l y  s t a t e  o r  r e p r e s e n t  t h a t  he i s  o r  has  

1 
been a p r i v a t e  d e t e c t i v e  o r  employed by a d e t e c t i v e  agency, o r  f o r  
any l i c e n s e e  hereunder o r  employee the reo f  t o  assume t o  a c t  a s  an 
o f f i c w o f  t h e  law without  p roper  a u t h o r i t y .  

Sec t ion  8: BOND FOR DETECTIVE AGENCY LICENSE: Every a p p l i c a n t  f o r  
a d e t e c t i v e  agency l i c e n s e  s h a l l  f i l e  w i th  t h e  C i t y  Clerk  a t  t h e  time 
t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  is f i l e d ,  a  s u r e t y  company bond running t o  t h e  C i t y  
of Kirkland i n  a pena l  sum of $2,000. condi t ioned  t h a t  t h e  l i c e n s e e  
w i l l  f a i t h f u l l y  comply wi th  a l l  t h e  requirements  of t h i s  o rd inance ,  
i n s o f a r  a s  t h e y  r e l a t e  t o  t h e  b u s i n e s s  of d e t e c t i v e  o r  d e t e c t i v e  
agency. 

Sec t ion  9: PRIVATE GUARD LICENSE FEE: It is  unlawful  t o  engage i n  
occupat ion of p r i v a t e  guard t o  prevent  t h e f t  o r  unlawful t a k i n g  of 
goods, wares and' merchandise o r  t o  pu rpo r t  t o  engage t h e r e i n ,  wi thout  
a P r i v a t e  Guard License ,  t h e  f e e  f o r  which s h a l l  be  $2.  p e r  annum and 
which s h a l l  e x p i r e  December 3 1 s t  of  each year .  No p r i v a t e  guard s h a l l  
opera te  except  a s  an employee under a du ly  l i c e n s e d  De tec t ive  ~ ~ e ~ ? k y .  
Appl ica t ion  f o r  such l i c e n s e  s h a l l  be made t o  t h e  C i t y  Clerk  on a 
s i m i l a r  form and s h a l l  fo l low t h e  same procedure a s  i s  provided h e r e i n  
f o r  a p r i v a t e  d e t e c t i v e  l i c e n s e .  



Sec t ion  10: REVOCATION AND SUSPENSION OF LICENSES: I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  
t h e  p e n a l t i e s  provided by law, t h e  C i t y  Council  r e s e r v e s  u n t o  i t s e l f  
t h e  r i g h t  t o  revoke o r  suspend any l i c e n s e  i s s u e d  under t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  
of t h i s  ordinance a t  any t ime,  where:;the same was procured by f r aud ,  
o r  f a l s e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of f a c t ,  o r  f o r  t h e  v i o l a t i o n  of o r  f a i l u r e  
t o  comply wi th ,  any of t h e  p rov i s ions  of t h i s  ordinance by t h e  person  
ho ld ing  such l i c e n s e ,  o r  any of h i s  s e r v a n t s ,  agen t s  o r  employees, 
whi le  ading w i t h i n  t h e  scope of t h e i r  employment, where t h e  

involv ing  moral  t u r p i t u d e  o r  i n t e n t  t o  def raud ,  o r  t h e  conv ic t ion  of 

8 
conv ic t ion  of t h e  person holding such l i c e n s e  of a  f e lony  o r  misdemeanor 

any o f  h i s  s e r v a n t s ,  agen t s  o r  employees of any f e lony  o r  misdemeanor 
i nvo l ing  an a t tempt  t o  def raud  committed whi le  a c t i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  scope 
of t h e i r  employment, o r  i f  t h e  l i c e n s e e ,  any .of h i s  s e r v a n t s ,  a g e n t s  
o r  employees, whi le  a c t i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  scope of t h e i r  employment v i o l a t e  
any law o r  ordinance r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  s a l e  o r . p o s s e s s i o n  of i n t o x i c a t i n g  
l i q u o r ,  t h e  u se ,  possess ion  o r  s a l e  of n a r c o t i c  d rugs ,  o r  v i o l a t e  any 
law o r  ordinance r e l a t i n g  t o  t b p u b l i c  m o r a l i t y  o r  deceny. A t  l e a s t  
t h r e e  days be fo re  revoking any l i c e n s e ,  t h e  C i t y  Counci l  s h a l l  cause 
t o  be mailed o r  d e l i v e r e d  t o  t h e  ho lde r  of  such l i c e n s e ,  a t  h i s  l a s t  
known addres s ,  a  n o t i c e  of t h e  t ime and p l a c e  of hea r ing  concerning 
t h e  r evoca t ion ,  a t  which t h e  l i c e n s e e  s h a l l  be e n t i t l e d  t o  be heard 
and in t roduce  t h e  tes t imony of wi tnesses .  The a c t i o n  of t h e  C i t y  
Council  r e l a t i n g  t o  such r evoca t ion  s h a l l  be f i n a l ,  provided t h a t  
wenever any person t o  whom t h e  l i c e n s e  has  been g r a n t e d  under t h e  
p rov i s ions  of t h i s  ordinance,  , ,shall  e  convic ted  of v i o l a t i n g  any of 
t h e  p rov i s ions  t h e r e o f ,  such P& s h a l l  be  prima f a c i e  evidence - 
of f a c t s  s u f f i c i  
person. 

Revocation 

- 

.ent t o  warrant  r evoca t ion  of t h e  l i c e n s e  he ld  by such 

of a  l i c e n s e  by t h e  C i t y  Council  s h a l l  be by ord inanc  
and any person whose l i c e n s e  has  been revoked s h a l l  not  a g a i n  be 
l i censed  t o  engage i n ,  o r  c a r r y  on t h e  same l i n e  of b u s i n e s s  f o r  a  
pe r iod  of a t  l e a s t  one yea r  from t h e  d a t e  of  such revoca t ion .  

The C i t y  Council  may suspend any l i c e n s e  i s sued  under t h e  
p rov i s ions  o f  t h i s  ordinance f o r  a  p e r i d  of not  l e s s  t han  t e n  days ,  
nor  more than  s i x t y  days. A l l  suspens ions  s h a l l  be by r e s o l u t i o n  of 
t h e  C i t y  Council  and s h a l l  be  e f f e c t i v e  immediately. 

It s h a l l  be  unlawful  f o r  any person whose l i c e n s e  has  been 
revoked o r  suspended, t o  keep t h e  l i c e n s e  i s s u e d  t o  him i n  h i s  
possess ion  o r  under h i s  c o n t r o l ,  bu t  s a i d  l i c e n s e  s h a l l  immediately 
be sur rendered  t o  t h e  C i t y  Clerk.  .1n a l l  c a s e s  of r evoca t ion  t h e  
l i c e n s e  s h a l l  be  cance l l ed  and whenever a  l i c e n s e  is  suspended t h e  C i t y  
Clerk s h a l l  r e t a i n  t h e  same dur ing  t h e  pe r iod  of t h e  suspension.  

Sec t ion  11: PENALTY: Any person v i o l a t i n g  o r  f a i l i n g  t o  comply wi th  
any of t h e  p rov i s ions  of t h i s  ordinance s h a l l  be  deemed g u i l t y  of  a  
misdemeanor, and upon conv ic t ion  the reo f  s h a l l  be  punished by a  f i n e  
i n  any sum not  exceeding Three Hundred ($300.) D o l l a r s ,  o r  by 
imprisonment i n  t h e  C i t y  J a i l  f o r  a  p e r i o d  no t  exceeding 90 days ,  o r  
by both  such f i n e  and imprisonment. 

Sec t ion  12: This  Ordinance s h a l l  be i n  e f f e c t  and f o r c e  f i v e  (5) 



days from and a f t e r  i t s  passage,  approva l  and p o s t i n g  or 
pub l i sh ing  i n  accordance wi th  law. 

Int roduced t h i s  /! day of , 1962. 

Passed and Approved t h i s  / day of  4(I/S/Cy , 1962. 
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MAYOR 

Attest :  

App-d a s  t o  Form: 
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C i t y  d t t o r n e y  

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and 

correct Apy of an Ordi!lan:e of the City of Kirk- 
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