
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF KIRKLAND, WASHINGTON, PROHIBITING THE 
THROWING OR DEPOSITING OF LITTER I N PUBLIC PLACES IN THE CITY OF KIRKLAND 
REGULATING THE DISTRIBUTION OF COMMERCIAL AND NON-COMMERCIAL HANDBILLS; 
CONTROLLING THE DEPOSITING OF LITTER ON PRIVATE PREMISES; PROVIDING A LIE 
FOR CITY CLEARANCE; AND PROVIDING PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION THEREOF. 

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE cIm OF KIRKLAND DO ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION I: This Ordinance s h a l l be known and may be c i t e d as the 

SECTION 11: Definitions. For the purposes of t h i s Ordinance the 

following terms, phrases, words, and t h e i r derivations s h a l l have t h e 

meaning given herein. When n o t inconsistent with t h e context, words 

used in the present tense include the f u t u r e , words used in t h e p l u r a l 

number include the s i n g u l a r number, and words used i n the s i n g u l a r number 

include the p l u r a l number. The work "shall" is always mandatory and n o t 

merely directory. 

(1) "Aircraft" i s any contrivance now known o r h e r e a f t e r invented, 
*-. 

used o r designated f o r navigation o r f o r f l i g h t i n the air. The word 

" a i r c r a f t " s h a l l include helicopters and lighter-than-air d i r i g i b l e s and 

balloons. 

( 
- 
2) 
- 
" 
. 
Authorized receptacle" is a l i t t e r storage and c o l l e c t i o n re- 

ceptacle a s authorized in the City of Kirkland. 

(3) "Cormnercial Handbill" i s any printed o r w r i t t e n matber, any 
*-. 

sample o r device, dodger, c i r c u l a r , l e a f l e t , pamphlet, paper, booklet, 

o r any other printed o r otherwise reproduced o r i g i n a l o r copies of any 

matter of l i t e r a t u r e : 
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f o r which an admission f e e is charged f o r the purpose of 
p r i v a t e gain o r p r o f i t ; but the terms of t h i s clause s h a l l 
not apply where an admission fee is charged o r a collec- 
t i o n i s taken up f o r the-purpose of defraying the ex- 
penses incident t o such meting, theatrical performance, 
exhibition, o r event of any kind, when e i t h e r of the same 
is held, given o r takes place i n connection with the d i s - 
semination of information which i s not r e s t r i c t e d under 
the ordinary r u l e s of decency, good morals, public peace, 
s a f e t y and good order; Provided, t h a t nothing contained 
i n t h i s clause s h a l l be deemed t o authorize the holding, 
giving o r taking place of any meeting, t h e a t r i c a l per- 
formance, exhibition, o r event of any kind, without a 
l i c e n s e , where such license i s o r may be required by any 
law of t h i s S t a t e , o r under any ordinance of the City of 
Kirkland; o r 

-- 
(d) Which, while containing reading matter other than adver- 

t i s i n g matter, i s predominantly and e s s e n t i a l l y an ad- 
vertisement, and i s d i s t r i b u t e d o r circulated f o r adver- 
t i s i n g purposes, o r f o r the p r i v a t e b e n e f i t and gain of 
any person so engagedes a d v e r t i s e r o r d i s t r i b u t o r . 

I - 
( 4 ) 

- 
" 
. 
Garbage" i s putrescible animal and vegetable wastes r e s u l t i n g 

from the handling, preparation, cooking and consumption of food. 

I 
(5) "Litter" is "garbage", "refuse," and "rubbish" as defined herein 
-. . 

1 and a l l o t h e r w s t e material whih i f thrown o r deposited as herein pro- 

hibited, tends t o c r e a t e a danger t o public health, s a f e t y and welfare. 

I 

. 
( 6 ) "Newspaper" is any newspaper of general c i r c u l a t i o n as defined 

- 

by general law, any newspaper duly entered with the Post Office Department 
I 

I of the United States, i n accordance with Federal s t a t u t e o r regulation, 
I 

) and any newspaper f i l e d and recorded with any recording o f f i c e r a s provided 

I by general law; and, i n addition thereto, s h e l l mean and include any period- 

I i c a l o r current magazine regularly published with not l e s s than four issues 

I per year, and sold t o the public. 

- 
(7) 

- 
" 
. 
Non-Conrmercial Handbill" i s any printed o r written matter, 

sample, o r device, dodger, c i r c u l a r , l e a f l e t , pamphlet, newspaper, maga- 

I zIne,paper, booklet, o r any o t h e r printed o r otherwise reproduced o r i g i n a l 

I o r copies of any matter of l i t e r a t u r e not included in the aforesaid d e f i n i - 

tions of a conrmercial handbill o r newspaper.



- (8) - 
"park" is a park, reservation, playground, beach, recreation 

center o r any other public area i n the City of Kirkland, owned o r used by 

the City and devoted t o active o r passive recreation. 

I 
- ( 

- 
9) "Person" is any person, firm, partnerdtp, association, corpora- 

tion, company o r organization of any kind. 

- (10) "private Premises1’ is any dwelling, house, building, o r other 
, 

structure, designed o r used either wholly o r i n p a r t f o r private residen- 

t i a l purposes, whether inhabited o r temporarily o r continuously uninhabit- 

e d o r vacant, and s h a l l include any yard, grounds, walk, driveway, porch, 

steps, vestibule o r mailbox belonging o r appurtenant t o such dwelling, house, 

building, or other structure. 

-- (11) "Public Place" is any and a l l s t r e e t s , parking areas, sidewalks, 

boulevards, a l l e y s o r other public ways and any and a l l public parks, 

square, spaces, grounds, and buildings. 

(12) "Refuse" is a l l putrescible and nonputrescible s o l i d wastes 
. . ’ 

E 
- 
(except body wastes ), including garbage, rubbish, ashes, s t r e e t clean- 

ings, dead animals, abandoned automobiles, and s o l i d market and i n d u s t r i a l 

. wastes 

( 
,. 

13) 
" 

" 
. 
Rubbish" is nonputrescible s o l i d w-s consisting of both com- 

bustible and non-combustible wastes, such as paper, wrappings, c i g a r e t t e s , 

cardboard, t i n cans, yard clippings, wood, glass, bedding, crockery and 

similar materials. 

(14) "Vehicle" i s every device in, upon, o r by ’which any person o r 
..-. 

property is o r may be transported o r drawn upon a highway, including de- 

I vices used exclusively upon stationary r a i l s o r tracks. 

- 
SECTION 111: L i t t e r i n Public Places. No person s h a l l throw o r de- 

p o s i t l i t t e r i n o r upon any street, sidewalk, a l l e y , o r other public place 

within the City of Kirkland except i n public receptacles o r i n authorized 

private receptacles for collection.



SECTION N : Placement of L i t t e r i n Receptacles so a s t o Prevent 

S c a t t e r i n g . Persons placing l i t t e r i n public receptacles o r in authorized 

p r i v a t e receptacles s h a l l do so i n .such a manner as t o prevent it from 

being c a r r i e d o r deposited by the elements upon any s t r e e t , a l l e y , s i d e - 

I walk, o r o t h e r public place o r upon p r i v a t e property. 
I . . 

I SECTION V: Sweepinp L i t t e r I n t o Gutters Prohibited. No person s h a l l 

sweep i n t o o r deposit i n any g u t t e r , street o r o t h e r public place within 

the City of Kirkland the accumulation of l i t t e r from any building o r l o t 
I 
I 

o r from any public o r p r i v a t e sidewalk o r driveway. Persons owning o r 
I 
I 

occupying property s h a l l keep the sidewalk i n f r o n t o f t h e i r premises 
I 
I 

i f r e e of l i t t e r a t a 
. 
l 
, 
l 
-.. 
tkn . e .. s. 

1 SECTION 
, . 
V I : Merchants’ .Duty t o keep Sidewalks Free of L i t t e r . ’ No 

I 
I 
I 

I person owning o r occupying a place of business s h a l l sweep i n t o o r deposit 
I 

in any g u t t e r , street o r o t h e r public p l a c e within the City of Kirkland 

t h e accumulation of l i t t e r from any building o r l o t o r from any p u b l i c or^ 

p r i v a t e sidewalk o r driveway. Persons owning orcccupying places of busi- 

ness within the City of Kirkland s h a l l keep t h e sidewalk i n f r o n t of their 

business premises free of litter. 

SECTION V I I : L i t t e r Thrown by Persons i n Vehicles. No person while 

a d r i v e r o r passenger i n a vehicle, s h a l l throw o r deposit l i t t e r upon 1 
any street o r o t h e r p u b l i c place within the C i t y of Kirkland o r upon p r i - 

I vate property. I 
SECTION 

. . 
V I I I : Truck Loads Causing L i t t e r . No person s h a 

, 
l 
, 

l d r i v e o r 

move any truck o r o t h e r v e h i c l e within the C i t y of Kirlcland unless such 

II v e h i c l e i s so constructed o r loaded as t o prevent any load o r contents 

of l i t t e r from being blown o r deposited upon any str 
.. 
ee 
. 
t, a l l e y o r o t h e r . 

public place. Nor s h a l l any person d r i v e o r move any v e h i c l e o r truck 

within the City the wheels o r tires of which c a r r y onto o r deposit in any 

s t r e e t , a l l e y o r o t h e r public p l a c e , mud, d i r t , s t i c k y substances o r f o r - 

eign matter of any kind.



SECTION IX: L i t t e r i n Parks. No person s h a l l throw o r deposit lit- 

ter i n any .park within the City of Kirkland except i n public receptacles 

and i n such a manner t h a t the l i t t e r w i l l be prevented from being carried 

I o r deposited by the elements upon any p a r t of the park o r upon any s t r e e t 

o r other public place. Where public receptacles a r e ,not provided, a l l 

such l i t t e r s h a l l be carried away from.the park by the person responsible 

f o r i t s presence and properly disposed of elsewhere. 

I 
I 

SECTION X: L i t t e r i n Lakes and Fountains. No person shall throw o r 

deposit l i t t e r in any fountain, pond, lake, stream, bay o r any other body 

of water in a park o r elsewhere within the City of Kirkland. 

SECTION X I : Throwing o r Distributing Conrmercial Handbills i n Public 

Places. No persons s h a l l throw o r deposit any commercial o r non-commercial 

handbill i n o r upon any sidewalk, s t r e e t o r o t h e r public place within the 

City of Kirkland. Nor s h a l l any person hand out o r d i s t r i b u t e o r s e l l 

1 I 
I 

any commercial handbill i n any public place. Provided, however, t h a t it 

s h a l l n o t be unlawful on any sidewalk, s t r e , o r other public place within I 
the City of Kirkland f o r any person t o hand out o r d i s t r i b u t e , without I 

~ I charge t o the receiver thereof, any non-cormnerical handbill t o any person 

willing to accept it. 
. - . 

I 

SECTION X I I : Placing Cormnercial and on-~onrmercial Handbills on 

~ 
i Vehicles. No person s h a l l throw o r deposit any commercial o r non-comercia1 
I 

handbill in o r upon any vehicle. Provided, however, t h a t it shall n o t be 

unlawful i n any public place f o r a person t o hand out o r d i s t r i b u t e with- 

I 
out charge t o the receiver thereof, a non-commercial handbill t o any oc- 

~ 
R cupant of a vehicle who is willing t o accept it. 

SECTION X I I I . deposit in^ Commercial and Non-Commercial Handbills o 

Uninhabited o r Vacant Premises. No person s h a l l throw o r deposit any com- 

mercial o r non-conrmercial handbill in o r upon any p r i v a t e premises which 

are temporarily or continuously uninhabited or vacant. 

i 

1



SECTION X N : Prohibiting Distribution of Handbills Where Properly 

Posted. No person s h a l l throw, deposit o r d i s t r i b u t e any commercial o r non- 

commercial handbill upon any p r i v a t e premises, i f required by anyone there- 

on not t o do so, o r i f there i s placed on said premises i n a conspicuous 

position near the entrance thereof, a sign bearing the words: "No Trespass- 
, ... , . 

ing" 
. 
, " 
. 
NO Peddlers o r Agents", "No Advertisement", o r any s i m i l a r notice, in- 

dicating in any manner t h a t the occupants of s a i d premises do not desire t o 

be molested o r have t h e i r r i g h t of privacy disturbed, o r t o have any such 

handbills l e f t upon such premises. 

SECTION XV: Distributing Commercial and Non-Commercial Handbills a t 

Inhabited Private Premises. No person s h a l l throw, deposit o r d i s t r i b u t e 

I I any c o ~ r c i a ol r non-commercial handbill i n o r upon p r i v a t e premises which 

a r e inhabited, except by handing o r transmitting any such handbill d i r e c t l y 

t o the owner, occupant, o r other person then present i n o r upon such priva 

i P premises. Provided, however, t h a t i n case of inhabited p r i v a t e premises 

which a r e not posted, as provided i n t h i s Ordinance, such person, unless 

I 
requested by anyone upon such premises not t o do so, s h a l l have the author- 

i t y t o place o r deposit any such handbill in o r upon such inhabited p r i v a t e 

I 

I 

premises, i f such handbill is so placed o r deposited as t o secure o r prevent 

such handbill from being blown o r d r i f t e d about such premises o r sidewalks, 

s t r e e t s , o r o t h e r public places, and except t h a t mailboxes may not be so 

used when so prohibited by Federal p o s t a l law o r regulations. 

(a) Exemption f o r Mail and Newspapers. The provisions of t h i s Sec- 

t i o n s h a l l not apply t o the d i s t r i b u t i o n of mail by the United S t a t e s , nor 

t o newspapers (as defined herein) except t h a t newspapers s h a l l be placed 

1, on private property in such a manner as t o prevent t h e i r being carried o r 

deposited by the elements upon any s t r e e t , sidewalk o r o t h e r public place 

1 o r upon p r i v a t e property.



I 

I 

I SECTION XVI: Dropping L i t t e r from Aircraft. No person i n any a i r - 

c r a f t s h a l l throw out, drop o r deposit within the City of Kirkland any 

l i t t e r , handbill o r any other object. 

SECTION XVII: Posting Notices Prohibited. No person s h a l l post o r 

a f f i x any notice, poster o r other paper o r device, calculated t o a t t r a c t 

the a t t e n t i o n of the public, t o any lamppost, public u t i l i t y pole o r shade 

t r e e , o r upon any public s t r u c t u r e o r building, except a s may be authorized 

o r required by law. 

I 
SECTION XVIII: L i t t e r on Occupied Private P r o p e r t ~ . No person s h a l l 

throw o r deposit l i t t e r on any occupied p r i v a t e property within the City 

of Kirkland, whether owned by such person o r not, except t h a t the owner o r 

person i n control of p r i v a t e property may maintain authorized p r i v a t e re- 

ceptacles f o r c o l l e c t i o n i n such a manner that litter w i l l be prevented 

from being carried o r deposited by the elements upon any s t r e e t , sidewalk 

o r other public place o r upon any p r i v a t e property. I 
SECTION XIX: Owner t o Maintain Premises Free of L i t t e r . The owner o r 

person in control of any p r i v a t e property s h a l l a t a l l times maintain the 

premises f r e e of l i t t e r . Provided, however, t h a t t h i s Section s h a l l not 

prohibit the storage of l i t t e r i n autyorized private receptacles for col- 

l e c t ion. 

SECTION XX: L i t t e r on Vacant Lots. No person s h a l l throw o r deposit 

litter on any open o r vacant p r i v a t e property within the City of Kirkland 

whether owned by such person o r not. 

SECTION XXI: Clearing of L i t t e r from Oven Private Property by C i t y . 

(a) Notice t o Remove. The Building Inspector o r City Clerk i s here 

1 authorized and empowered t o n o t i f y the owner of any open o r vacant p r i v a t 
i 

property within the City of Kirkland o r the agent of such owner t o proper;, 

l y dispose of l i t t e r located on such owner’s property which is dangerous 

t o public health, s a f e t y o r welfare. Such notice s h a l l be by Registered 

M a i l , addressed t o said owner, a t h i s last known address. 

-7-



( 
. 
b) 
- 

Action Upon Non-Compliance. Upon the f a i l u r e , neglect o r refus- 

a 1 of any owner o r agent so n o t i f i e d , t o properly dispose of litter danger- 

ous t o . the public health, safety o r welfare within five days a f t e r receip 

of written notice provided f o r i n sub-section (a) above, o r within seven 
. - 

(7) days a f t e r the date of such notice i n the event the sane is returned 
, - 

t o the City Post Office Department because of i t s i n a b i l i t y t o make delivery 

thereof, provided same was properly addressed t o the last known address of 

such owner o r agent, the Building Inspector o r City Clerk is hereby author- 

ized and empowered t o pay f o r the disposing of such l i t t e r h r t o order i t s 
I 

disposal by the City of Kirkland. When the City of Kirkland has effected 

the removal of such dangerous l i t t e r o r has paid f o r i t s removal, the 

actual cost thereof, plus accrued interest a t - t h e r a t e of s i x per cent . 

(6%) per annum from the date of the completion of the work, i f not paid by 

I 
such owner p r i o r thereto, s h a l l be charged t o the owner of such property 

and said charge s h a l l be due and payable by s a i d owner within ten (10) 

days a f t e r presentation of such b i l l . 

(c) Lien f o r Disposal Service. Where the f u l l amount due the City 
. . 

is not paid by such owner within t h i r t y (30) days a f t e r the disposal of 

such l i t t e r , as provided f o r hereinabove,. then i n t h a t case the City by . 

and through i t s duly authorized o f f i c i a l s s h a l l cause t o be recorded i n 
% 

the King County Auditor’s Office a sworg statement showing t h e . c o s t and 

expense incurred f o r the work, the date the work was done, and the location 

of the property on which said work was done, and the l e g a l description of 

the property on.which said work was done. The recordation of su , ch . . sworn. 

k’ 
statement s h a l l c o n s t i t u t e a l i e n on said property.and s h a l l be foreclose 

i n the manner and within the time prescribed f o r l i e n s f o r labor and.mat 

al. Said dipposal service l i e n s h a l l be p r i o r t o a l l l i e n s and encumbrances 

f i l e d subsequent t o the f i l i n g of the notice of it with the County Auditor 

except the l i e n of general taxes and l o c a l improvement assessments whether 

levied prior o r subsequent thereto.



SECTION XXII: Penalties. Any person v i o l a t i n g any of the provisions 

of t h i s Ordinance s h a l l be deemed g u i l t y of a misdemeanor and upon convic- 

f 
t i o n thereof s h a l l be fined i n an amount not exceeding One Hundred D o l l a r 

($100.00) o r be imprisoned in the C i t y j a i l f o r a period not exceeding 
- 

-- 
t h i r t y (30) days o r by both such f i n e and imprisonment. Each day such 

v i o l a t i o n i s committed o r permitted t o continue s h a l l constitute a separate 

offense and s h a l l be punishable as such hereunder. 

SECTION XXIII: Separability. I f any section, subsection, sentence, 

clause, phrase o r portion of t h i s Ordinance i s f o r any reason h e l d invalid 

o r unconstitutional by any c o u r t - o f competent jurisdiction, such portion 

s h a l l be deemd a separate, d i s t i n c t and independent provision and such 

holding s h a l l not affect the v a l i d i t y of the remaining portions hereof. 

SECTION XXN: Ordinances Repealed. A l l ordinances and p a r t s of ordi- 

nances i n c o n f l i c t herewith are hereby repealed. 

SECTION XXV: This ordinance s h a l l be i n force f i v e days from and I 
a f t e r i t s passage by the Council, approval by the Mayor, and posting ac- 

cording t o law. 

INTRODUCED on the 2nd day of March, 1959. 

PASSED AND APPROVED the 20th day of April, 1959.


