
AN ORDINANCE REGULATING THE MANUFACTURE. STORAGE. SALE. AND USE OF 
FIREWORKS WITHIN THE CITY OF KIRKLAND, PROVIDING MCE$TIONS; AND PRES- 
C R I B I N G PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION. 

THE C I T Y COUNCIL OF THE C I T Y OF KIRKLAND DO ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

S e c t i o n 1. D e f i n i t i o n s . 

( a ) The term "fireworks" a s used i n t h i s ordinance s h a l l be h e l d 

t o mean and i n c l u d e any c o m b u s t i b l e o r e x p l o s i v e s u b s t a n c e o r com- 

b i n a t i o n of s u b s t a n c e s o r a r t i c l e s p r e p a r e d f o r t h e p u r p o s e of pro- 

ducing v i s i b l e o r a u d i b l e p y r o t e c h n i c e f f e c t s o r d i s p l a y s by com- 

bustion, explosion, deflagration, or detonation. 

(b) The term " u t i l i t y fireworks" a s used i n t h i s ordinance s h a l l 

be h e l d t o mean and i n c l u d e a e r i a l p a r a c h u t e s i g n a l f l a g s , a e r i a l 

smoke s i g n a l s , a i r p l a n e code and d i s t r e s s s i g n a l s , army code and 

d i s t r e s s signals, highway s i g n a l f l a r e s , linement s f l a r e s , l i n e 

code and d i s t r e s s signals, f l a r e s and rockets, photoflash bulbs, 

photographic f l a s h l i g h t powder, r a i l r o a d f u s e s and t r a c k torpedoes, 

rodent exterminator carbidges, and other combustible or explosive 

materials developed, stored, sold or used exclusively f o r valuable 

commercial purposes. 

( c ) The term " p y r o t e c h n i s t " a s used i n t h i s ordinance s h a l l be 

h e l d t o mean and i n c l u d e any p e r s o n h o l d i n g a v a l i d c e r t i f i c a t e of 

f i t n e s s i s s u e d by t h e C i t y of K i r k l a n d t o explode, d i s c h a r g e , i g n i t e , 

or operate fireworks within said City. 

Section 2 . It s h a l l be unlawful f o r any person t o discharge, i g n i t e , 

burn o r s e t off any fireworks within t h e C i t y of Kirkland, without having 

f i r s t obtained and being t h e holder of a v a l i d C e r t i f i c a t e of F i t n e s s a s 

a pyrotechnist, and without having f i r s t obtained a valid permit therefor, 

from the F i r e Chief or other c i t y o f f i c i a l duly designated by t h e City 

Council. 

S e c t i o n 3. Every a p p l i c a n t f o r such C e r t i f i c a t e of F i t n e s s s h a l l 

be a t l e a s t twenty-one ( 2 1 ) y e a r s of age, a b l e t o speak, r e a d , and w r i t e ’ 

t h e E n g l i s h language p r o f i c i e n t l y , be p o s s e s s e d of good s i g h t and h e a r -



ing, have good h a b i t s , be i n t e l l i g e n t , r e l i a b l e , and capable of e x e r c i s i n g 

mature judgment, and s h a l l have had not l e s s than one y e a r ’ s experience 

i n handling and using fireworks, s h a l l be f a m i l i a r with a l l necessary 

precautions t o be taken incidental t o handling and using fireworks, and 

s h a l l be f a m i l i a r with a l l of t h e provisions of t h i s ordinance, together 

with a l l other rules and regulations promulgated by the F i r e Chief f o r 

t h e C i t y of Kirkland r e l a t i n g t o t h e handling and use of fireworks. 

The h a b i t s , f i t n e s s , and e x p e r i e n c e of slch a p p l i c a n t must be c e r t i - 

f i e d t o by a t l e a s t two r e s i d e n t s of t h e C i t y of K i r k l a n d who may be r e - 

q u i r e d t o e s t a b l i s h by proof s a t i s f a c t o r y t o t h e F i r e Chief of t h e i r p e r - 

s o n a l knowledge of t h e f a c t s t o which t h e y c e r t i f y . The F i r e Chief may 

a l s o require the applicant t o submit t o an o r a l or written examination 

f o r the purpose of e s t a b l i s h i n g h i s q u a l i f i c a t i o n s a s above s t a t e d ; and 

i f t h e F i r e Chief, upon i n v e s t i g a t i o n , i s s a t i s f i e d t h a t t h e experience, 

s k i l l , and g e n e r a l f i t n e s s of t h e a p p l i c a n t i s such a s t o warrant t h e 

F i r e Chief’s belief t h a t the applicant w i l l handle and use such fireworks 

i n a manner which w i l l a v o i d i n j u r y o r damage t o any p e r s o n o r p r o p e r t y 

w i t h i n t h e C i t y of Kirkland, and w i l l ob’serve a l l laws and reasonable 

p r e c a u t i o n s t o p r o t e c t t h e h e a l t h , s a f e t y , and w e l f a r e of t h e community, 

t h e F i r e Chief s h a l l i s s u e a C e r t i f i c a t e of F i t n e s s , v a l i d f o r t h r e e (3) 

days, upon payment of a l i c e n s e f e e of Three D o l l a r s , which C e r t i f i c a t e 

s h a l l s p e c i f y t h e t i m e and p l a c e where such f i r e w o r k s may be d i s p l a y e d 

by t h e h o l d e r t h e r e o f , and s u c h C e r t i f i c a t e may be renewed from t i m e t o 

time w i t h i n one y e a r of t h e d a t e of o r i g i n a l i s s u a n c e upon a p p l i c a t i o n 

t o the C i t y Clerk and upon payment of t h e s a i d permit f e e , without neces- 

s i t y of f u r t h e r examination, i n absence of f a c t s o r knowledge coming t o 

the a t t e n t i o n of t h e C i t y Clerk o r F i r e Chief leading t o a reasonable 

b e l i e f t h a t a re-examination i s n e c e s s a r y f o r t h e p r o t e c t i o n of t h e 

s a f e t y and w e l f a r e of t h e community. 

S e c t i o n 4. It s h a l l be unlawful f o r any p e r s o n t o shoot, f i r e , 

l i g h t , o r explode any f i r e w o r k s of any k i n d o r t o c a r r y any f i r e a r m i n 

any park or public place, excepting under r u l e s and regulations pres- 

c r i b e d by t h e Board of Park Commissioners o r t h e Chief of P o l i c e .



S e c t i o n 5. It s h a l l be unlawful t o s t o r e , keep, s e l l , o r o f f e r 

fireworks f o r s a l e i n any manner other than prescribed by t h e r u l e s and’ 

r e g u l a t i o n s p e r t a i n i n g t h e r e t o , promulgated and issued by t h e F i r e Chief 

or other person designated by the City Council or without having a valid 

permit i s s u e d by t h e C i t y C l e r k pursuant t o such r e g u l a t i o n s . 

S e c t i o n 6. No p e r m i t s h a l l be i s s u e d t o s t o r e , keep, s e l l , o r ex- 

pose f o r s a l e any fireworks i n any building o r p a r t of which i s occupied 

a s a place of habitation, reservation, or detention, public assembly, or 

a s a garage o r s c h o o l , n o r i n a n y b u i l d i n g of frame o r o r d i n a r y mason 

construction, nor i n any f a c t o r y , workshop, s t o r e , o r warehouse building 

that i s not used exclusively f o r the storing, keeping, selling, or ex- 

p o s i n g f o r s a l e of f i r e w o r k s o r f o r t h e m a n u f a c t u r e of t h e same a s h e r e 

permitted. Such permit s h a l l be p o s t e d on t h e premises f o r which i t i s 

i s s u e d , s h a l l e x p i r e on December 31 n e x t f o l l o w i n g t h e d a t e of i s s u e , 

and may be revoked by t h e F i r e Chief when t h e c o n d i t i o n of such p r e m i s e s 

leads the F i r e Chief reasonably t o believe t h a t t h e continuation of such 

use c o n s t i t u t e s a danger t o t h e s a f e t y and welfare of t h e C i t y of Kirklan 

S e c t i o n 7. Any person p e r m i t t e d t o s e l l f i r e w o r k s w i t h i n t h e C i t y 

of K i r k l a n d s h a l l inform each p u r c h a s e r of f i r e w o r k s o r each p e r s o n r e - 

c e i v i n g t h e same from him t h a t t h e u s e and d i s c h a r g e of f i r e w o r k s i n t h e 

C i t y of Xirkland i s p r o h i b i t e d by ordinance except on p u b l i c o c c a s i o n s 

and under t h e permission, supervision, and c o n t r o l of t h e F i r e Chief o r 

other person duly designated by the City Council, and s h a l l cause such 

information t o be p r i n t e d i n l e g i b l e type on each package of f i r e w o r k s 

s o l d o r delivered w i t h i n the C i t y of Kirkland. 

S e c t i o n 8. I t s h a l l be unlawful f o r any person t o s e l l o r d e l i v e r ’ 

fireworks t o any person under t h e age of twenty-one (21) years i n t h e 

City of Xirkland. 

Section 9. I t s h a l l be unlawful t o manufacture, within t h e C i t y 

of Kirkland, any f i r e w o r k s , t h e shipment of which by r a i l w a y e x p r e s s i s 

p r o h i b i t e d by t h e I n t e r s t a t e Commerce Commission r e g u l a t i o n s a s now f ormu- 

l a t e d o r h e r e a f t e r adopted, o r c o n t r a r y t o a n y law of t h e S t a t e of Wash- 

ington, or without having first obtained a valid permit issued by t h e 

F i r e Chief w i t h t h e concurrence of t h e B u i l d i n g Department.



S e c t i o n 10. The p r o v i s i o n s of t h i s o r d i n a n c e s h a l l n o t a p p l y t o 

f i r e w o r k s c l a s s e d a s u t i l i t y f i r e w o r k s i n S e c t i o n 1 when t h e same a r e 

t o be held and s o l d s o l e l y f o r t h e purpose f o r which they were designed 

and manufactured. 

S e c t i o n 11. Any p e r s o n f o u n d g u i l t y of f a i l i n g , n e g l e c t i n g , o r r e - 

f u s i n g t o comply w i t h any of t h e provisions o r requirements of this ord- 
$ 

inance o r with any lawful r e g u l a t i o n , order o r d i r e c t i o n of a peace of- 

f i c e r o r f i r e m a n of t h e C i t y of K i r k l a n d made p u r s u a n t t h e r e t o , s h a l l 

be g u i l t y of a misdemeanor, and s h a l l be f i n e d i n a sum n o t e x c e e d i n g 

Three Hundred D o l l a r s ($300.00) or imprisoned f o r a term not exceeding 
! 

n i n e t y ( 9 0 ) days, o r may be b o t h f i n e d and imprisoned. 

Section 12. This ordinance s h a l l take e f f e c t and be i n force f i v e 

days a f t e r i t s passage, approval and publication, or posting, i n t h e 
- 

manner provided by law. 

fl PASSED by t h e C i t y Council on t h e day of 

signed i n a u t h e n t i c a t i o n of i t s passage t h i s 0 da 

&~PW City Clerk 

Approved a s t o form: 

u - 
ttorney


