
AN ORDINANCE REGULATING THE MANUFACTURE. STORAGE. SALE. AND USE OF 
FIREWORKS WITHIN THE CITY OF KIRKLAND, PROVIDING MCE$TIONS; AND PRES- 
C R I B I N G  PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION. 

THE C I T Y  COUNCIL OF THE C I T Y  OF KIRKLAND DO ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

Sec t ion  1. Def in i t i ons .  

( a )  The term "fireworks" a s  used i n  t h i s  ordinance s h a l l  be h e l d  

t o  mean and inc lude  any combustible o r  exp los ive  subs tance  o r  com- 

b i n a t i o n  of subs tances  o r  a r t i c l e s  prepared f o r  t h e  purpose of pro- 

ducing v i s i b l e  o r  aud ib l e  pyro technic  e f f e c t s  o r  d i s p l a y s  by com- 

bus t ion ,  explosion,  def l a g r a t i o n ,  o r  de tona t ion .  

(b) The term " u t i l i t y  f i reworks"  a s  used i n  t h i s  ordinance s h a l l  

be h e l d  t o  mean and inc lude  a e r i a l  parachute  s i g n a l  f l a g s ,  a e r i a l  

smoke s i g n a l s ,  a i r p l a n e  code and d i s t r e s s  s i g n a l s ,  army code and 

d i s t r e s s  s i g n a l s ,  highway s i g n a l  f l a r e s ,  l inement s f l a r e s ,  l i n e  

code and d i s t r e s s  s i g n a l s ,  f l a r e s  and r o c k e t s ,  pho to f l a sh  bulbs ,  

photographic f l a s h l i g h t  powder, r a i l r o a d  f u s e s  and t r a c k  torpedoes ,  

rodent  ex te rmina tor  ca rb idges ,  and o t h e r  combustible o r  exp los ive  

m a t e r i a l s  developed, s t o r e d ,  s o l d  o r  used e x c l u s i v e l y  f o r  va luab le  

commercial purposes. 

( c )  The term "pyro technis t "  a s  used i n  t h i s  ordinance s h a l l  be 

h e l d  t o  mean and i n c l u d e  any person ho ld ing  a  v a l i d  c e r t i f i c a t e  of 

f i t n e s s  i s s u e d  by t h e  C i t y  of Kirkland t o  explode, d i scharge ,  i g n i t e ,  

o r  opera te  f i r eworks  w i t h i n  s a i d  City.  

Sec t ion  2 .  It s h a l l  be unlawful f o r  any person t o  d i scharge ,  i g n i t e ,  

burn o r  s e t  off any f i r eworks  w i t h i n  t h e  C i t y  of Kirkland,  wi thout  having 

f i r s t  ob ta ined  and being t h e  ho lde r  of a  v a l i d  C e r t i f i c a t e  of F i t n e s s  a s  

a  py ro t echn i s t ,  and without  having f i r s t  obtained a  v a l i d  permit  t h e r e f o r ,  

from t h e  F i r e  Chief o r  o t h e r  c i t y  o f f i c i a l  d u l y  des igna ted  by t h e  C i t y  

Council. 

Sec t ion  3. Every a p p l i c a n t  f o r  such C e r t i f i c a t e  of F i t n e s s  s h a l l  

be a t  l e a s t  twenty-one (21)  yea r s  of age, a b l e  t o  speak, r ead ,  and w r i t e '  

t h e  Engl i sh  language p r o f i c i e n t l y ,  be possessed of good s i g h t  and hear-  



ing ,  have good h a b i t s ,  be i n t e l l i g e n t ,  r e l i a b l e ,  and capable  of e x e r c i s i n g  

mature judgment, and s h a l l  have had n o t  l e s s  than one y e a r ' s  exper ience  

i n  handl ing and us ing  f i reworks ,  s h a l l  be f a m i l i a r  w i t h  a l l  neces sa ry  

p recau t ions  t o  be taken i n c i d e n t a l  t o  handl ing  and us ing  f i r eworks ,  and 

s h a l l  be f a m i l i a r  wi th  a l l  of t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of t h i s  ordinance,  t oge the r  

w i th  a l l  o the r  r u l e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s  promulgated by t h e  F i r e  Chief f o r  

t h e  C i t y  of Kirkland r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  handl ing  and u s e  of f i reworks .  

The h a b i t s ,  f i t n e s s ,  and exper ience  of slch a p p l i c a n t  must be c e r t i -  

f i e d  t o  by a t  l e a s t  two r e s i d e n t s  of t h e  C i t y  of Kirkland who may be r e -  

qu i r ed  t o  e s t a b l i s h  by proof s a t i s f a c t o r y  t o  t h e  F i r e  Chief of t h e i r  pe r -  

sona l  knowledge of t h e  f a c t s  t o  which they  c e r t i f y .  The F i r e  Chief may 

a l s o  r e q u i r e  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  t o  submit t o  an o r a l  o r  w r i t t e n  examination 

f o r  t h e  purpose of e s t a b l i s h i n g  h i s  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  a s  above s t a t e d ;  and 

i f  t h e  F i r e  Chief, upon i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  i s  s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  t h e  exper ience,  

s k i l l ,  and genera l  f i t n e s s  of t h e  a p p l i c a n t  i s  such a s  t o  warrant  t h e  

F i r e  C h i e f ' s  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  w i l l  handle  and use  such f i r eworks  

i n  a  manner which w i l l  avoid  i n j u r y  o r  damage t o  any person o r  p r o p e r t y  

w i t h i n  t h e  C i t y  of Kirkland,  and w i l l  ob'serve a l l  laws and reasonable  

p recau t ions  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  h e a l t h ,  s a f e t y ,  and we l f a re  of t h e  community, 

t h e  F i r e  Chief s h a l l  i s s u e  a  C e r t i f i c a t e  of F i t n e s s ,  v a l i d  f o r  t h r e e  (3 )  

days, upon payment of a  l i c e n s e  f e e  of Three Do l l a r s ,  which C e r t i f i c a t e  

s h a l l  s p e c i f y  t h e  t ime and p l a c e  where such f i r eworks  may be d i sp l ayed  

by t h e  ho lde r  t h e r e o f ,  and such C e r t i f i c a t e  may be renewed from t ime  t o  

t ime w i t h i n  one year  of t h e  d a t e  of o r i g i n a l  i s suance  upon a p p l i c a t i o n  

t o  t h e  C i t y  Clerk and upon payment of t h e  s a i d  permit  f e e ,  wi thout  neces-  

s i t y  of f u r t h e r  examination, i n  absence of f a c t s  o r  knowledge coming t o  

t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of t h e  C i t y  C le rk  o r  F i r e  Chief l e a d i n g  t o  a  r ea sonab le  

b e l i e f  t h a t  a  re-examination i s  neces sa ry  f o r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  of t h e  

s a f e t y  and we l f a re  of t h e  community. 

Sec t ion  4. It s h a l l  be unlawful f o r  any person t o  shoot,  f i r e ,  

l i g h t ,  o r  explode any f i r eworks  of any k ind  o r  t o  c a r r y  any f i r e a r m  i n  

any park  o r  p u b l i c  p l a c e ,  except ing  under r u l e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s  p re s -  

c r i b e d  by t h e  Board of Park Commissioners o r  t h e  Chief of Po l ice .  



Sec t ion  5. It s h a l l  be unlawful t o  s t o r e ,  keep, s e l l ,  o r  o f f e r  

f i r eworks  f o r  s a l e  i n  any manner o t h e r  than  p r e s c r i b e d  by t h e  r u l e s  and' 

r e g u l a t i o n s  p e r t a i n i n g  t h e r e t o ,  promulgated and i s sued  by t h e  F i r e  Chief 

o r  o t h e r  person des igna ted  by t h e  C i t y  Council o r  wi thout  having a  v a l i d  

permit  i s s u e d  by t h e  C i t y  C le rk  pursuant  t o  such r e g u l a t i o n s .  

Sec t ion  6. No permit  s h a l l  be i s sued  t o  s t o r e ,  keep, s e l l ,  o r  ex- 

pose f o r  s a l e  any f i r eworks  i n  any bu i ld ing  o r  p a r t  of which i s  occupied 

a s  a  p l a c e  of h a b i t a t i o n ,  r e s e r v a t i o n ,  o r  de t en t ion ,  p u b l i c  assembly, o r  

a s  a  garage o r  school ,  nor  i n a n y  b u i l d i n g  of frame o r  o rd ina ry  mason 

cons t ruc t ion ,  nor  i n  any f a c t o r y ,  workshop, s t o r e ,  o r  warehouse b u i l d i n g  

t h a t  i s  n o t  used e x c l u s i v e l y  f o r  t h e  s t o r i n g ,  keeping, s e l l i n g ,  o r  ex- 

posing f o r  s a l e  of f i r eworks  o r  f o r  t h e  manufacture of t h e  same a s  h e r e  

permit ted.  Such permit  s h a l l  be pos ted  on t h e  premises f o r  which i t  i s  

i s sued ,  s h a l l  exp i r e  on December 31 nex t  fo l lowing  t h e  d a t e  of i s s u e ,  

and may be revoked by t h e  F i r e  Chief when t h e  cond i t i on  of such premises  

l e a d s  t h e  F i r e  Chief reasonably  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  of such 

use  c o n s t i t u t e s  a  danger t o  t h e  s a f e t y  and we l f a re  of t h e  C i t y  of Ki rk lan  

Sec t ion  7. Any person permi t ted  t o  s e l l  f i r eworks  w i t h i n  t h e  C i t y  

of Kirkland s h a l l  inform each purchaser  of f i r e w o r k s  o r  each person r e -  

ce iv ing  t h e  same from him t h a t  t h e  use  and d i scharge  of f i r e w o r k s  i n  t h e  

C i t y  of Xirkland i s  p r o h i b i t e d  by ordinance except on pub l i c  occas ions  

and under t h e  permission,  superv is ion ,  and c o n t r o l  of t h e  F i r e  Chief o r  

o the r  person du ly  des igna ted  by t h e  C i t y  Council,  and s h a l l  cause  such 

in format ion  t o  be p r i n t e d  i n  l e g i b l e  type  on each package of f i r eworks  

s o l d  o r  d e l i v e r e d  w i t h i n  t h e  C i t y  of Kirkland. 

Sec t ion  8. It s h a l l  be unlawful f o r  any person t o  s e l l  o r  d e l i v e r  ' 

f i r eworks  t o  any person under t h e  age of twenty-one (21)  years  i n  t h e  

C i t y  of Xirkland. 

Sec t ion  9. I t  s h a l l  be unlawful t o  manufacture, w i th in  t h e  C i t y  

of Kirkland,  any f i reworks ,  t h e  shipment of which by r a i l w a y  express  i s  

p r o h i b i t e d  by t h e  I n t e r s t a t e  Commerce Commission r e g u l a t i o n s  a s  now f ormu- 

l a t e d  or  h e r e a f t e r  adopted, o r  c o n t r a r y  t o  any law of t h e  S t a t e  of Wash- 

ing ton ,  o r  wi thout  having f i r s t  obtained a  v a l i d  permit  i s s u e d  by t h e  

F i r e  Chief w i t h  t h e  concurrence of t h e  Bui lding Department. 



Sec t ion  10. The p rov i s ions  of t h i s  ordinance s h a l l  n o t  app ly  t o  

f i reworks  c l a s s e d  a s  u t i l i t y  f i r eworks  i n  Sec t ion  1 when t h e  same a r e  

t o  be h e l d  and s o l d  s o l e l y  f o r  t h e  purpose f o r  which t h e y  were designed 

and manufactured. 

Sec t ion  11. Any person found g u i l t y  of f a i l i n g ,  n e g l e c t i n g ,  o r  r e -  

f u s i n g  t o  comply w i t h  any of t h e  p rov i s ions  o r  requi rements  of th is  ord-  

inance o r  w i t h  any l awfu l  r e g u l a t i o n ,  o rde r  o r  d i r e c t i o n  of a peace of-  

$ 
f i c e r  o r  f i reman of t h e  C i t y  of Kirkland made pursuant  t h e r e t o ,  s h a l l  

be g u i l t y  of a  misdemeanor, and s h a l l  be f i n e d  i n  a  sum not  exceeding 

Three Hundred Do l l a r s  ($300.00) o r  imprisoned f o r  a  term not  exceeding 
! 

n i n e t y  (90)  days, o r  may be bo th  f i n e d  and imprisoned. 

Sec t ion  12. Th i s  ordinance s h a l l  t a k e  e f f e c t  and be i n  f o r c e  f i v e  

days a f t e r  i t s  passage,  approval  and p u b l i c a t i o n ,  o r  pos t ing ,  i n  t h e  
- 

manner provided by law. 

PASSED by t h e  C i t y  Council on t h e  f l  day of 

s igned  i n  a u t h e n t i c a t i o n  of i t s  passage t h i s  0 da 

& ~ P W  C i t y  Cle rk  

Approved a s  t o  form: 

- 
t t o r n e y  u 


