
ORDINANCE NO. a7 
AN ORDINANCE RELATED TO THE MUNICIFAL XATER SUPPLY SYSTEM I N  THE 

, - 
C I T Y  OF KIRKLAND, REGULATING THE USE OF WATER; PROVIDING FOR THE SALE 

- ' OF SAME; FIXING THE PRICE THEXEOF AND FROVIDING A NEDIUM OF COLLECTING 
1 . RATES T~EF~EFoR AND PROVIDING PENALTY FOR V I O L A T I O N  OF THE ORDINANCE: 

~ ~-~~ - 

I j AND REPEALING ORDINANCES NO. 222 AND 441. 

THE C I T Y  COUNCIL OF THE C I T Y  OF KIRKLAND DOES ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1. DEFINITION OF TERMS: 

1 I 
1. City of Kirkland - The o f f i c i a l  governing body of the City 

of Kirkland including the  Mayor and City Council exercising control  and 

operat ion of the Kirkland Municipal Water System. 

2. Water Superintendent - The o f f i c i a l ,  appointed by the City 

of Kirkland t o  superintend the col-Etruction, maintenance and operation of 

t h e  Ci ty  of Kirkland Municipal Water System. 

3. Water Collector  - The person or  persons designated by the  

Ci ty  of Kirkland to  c o l l e c t  water r a t e s .  

The word person wherever used i n  t h i s  ordinance s h a l l  be held 

t o  mean and include na tura l  persons of e i t h e r  sex and a l s o  associa t ions ,  

co-partnerships and corporations whether ac t ing  f o r  or by themselves o r  

through or by a servant ,  agent o r  employee; the s ingular  number s h a l l  be 

held and construed t o  include the  p lu ra l  and the  masculine pronoun t o  

include the  feminine. 

Section 2. APPLICATION FOR SERVICE: 

The City of Kirkland w i l l  require  prospective customer t o  s ign  

an appl ica t ion f o r  water service.  The app l ica t ion  must be made i n  w r i t -  

ing  on a standard form a t  the  o f f i c e  of the  Water Department. 

The appl ica t ion s h a l l  s e t  f o r th :  

a. Signature of applicant .  

b. Owner of premises t o  be served. 

c. Location of premises. 

d.  Address of party paying b i l l s .  

e. The s i z e  of service  pipe required. 

f .  Purpose f o r  which water i s  used. 



The appl ica t ion i s  merely a wr i t t en  request  f o r  service  and 

does not  i n  i t s e l f  bind the  Ci ty  of Kirkland t o  serve. 

The Ci ty  of Kirkland reserves the r i g h t  t o  serve water upon 

any premises regardless  of c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  through e i t h e r  metered or f l a t  

r a t e  service.  
. i 

Section 3. CONTRACTS : 

1. I n  case the premises of the  appl ica t ion f o r  water service  

a r e  connected f o r  service  a s  a r e s u l t  of his appl ica t ion being accepted, 

the  appl ica t ion given i n  wri t ing  s h a l l  be considered a s  a contrac t  i n  

which the appl icant  agrees t o  abide by such r a t e s ,  ru les  and regula t ions  

a s  a r e  i n  e f f e c t  a t  the  time of signing the  appl ica t ion o r  a s  may be 

adopted t he rea f t e r  by the  City of Kirkland, and t o  pay a l l  b i l l s  promptly. 

2. When a customers requirements f o r  water a r e  unusual or 

l a rge  or  neces s i t a t e  considerable spec ia l  or  reserve  equipment or  spec ia l  

considerat ion,  t h e  City of Kirkland may require  a contrac t  f o r  an ex- 

tended period and may a l s o  requ i re  the  person or customer t o  fu rn i sh  

- secu r i t y  s a t i s f ac to ry  to the  City of Kirkland t o  protec t  the  City agains t  

l o s s  and t o  guarantee the  performance of the provisions of the  contract .  

3. Except f o r  spec ia l  contrac ts  which speci fy  t h e  length  of 

time t o  which the  contrac t  r a t e  s h a l l  be extended, a l l  r a t e s ,  r u l e s  and 

regula t ions  a r e  subject  t o  change or  modification by the  City of Kirkland 

without notice.  

4. Each customer about t o  vacate any premises, supplied with 

water service  by the  Ci ty  of Kirkland s h a l l  give no t ice  of h i s  intended 

removal a t  l e a s t  two (2 )  days p r io r  there to ;  specifying the  da te ,  and 

hour service  i s  desired dis-continued, otherwise, he w i l l  be responsible 

f o r  a l l  water supplied t o  such premises u n t i l  the  City of Kirkland Water 

Department s h a l l  have no t ice  of such removal. No remission of r a t e s  w i l l  

be made f o r  a period of l e s s  than twenty (20) days from the da t e  such 

no t i ce  i s  given. 
> .  

5 .  No person supplied with water from the  City mains w i l l  be 

e n t i t l e d  t o  use i t  f o r  any other  purpose than s t a t ed  i n  the  appl ica t ion,  

or  supply i n  any way other  persons, or  premises. 



6. The City of Kirkland reserves the r i g h t  t o  make spec ia l  

con t rac t s ,  the  provisions and conditions of which may be d i f f e r e n t  from 

o r  have exceptions t o  the regular  published schedules. Such spec ia l  

con t rac t s  s h a l l  be i n  wri t ing  and signed by proper customer and the  City 

of Kirkland. 

Section 4. WATER CHARGED TO PREMISES: 

A l l  charges f o r  furnishing water within or  without the  c i t y  

l i m i t s  of the  City of Kirkland, s h a l l  be chargeable t o  the  premises where 

water i s  supplied. Whenever any charge f o r  furnishing water t o  any premi- 

s e s  s h a l l  not  be paid within 25 days a f t e r  the same becomes due and pay- 

ab le ,  the  superintendent i n  charge of the  Ci ty  of Kirkland water system 

s h a l l  discontinue the  service  of water t o  such premises and water s h a l l  

not  again be furnished there to  u n t i l  a l l  outstanding obl igat ions  f o r  

water supplied t o  such premises s h a l l  have been paid i n  f u l l .  Whenever 

disconnection i s  made f o r  non-payment of b i l l s ,  the  Water department w i l l  

charge one d o l l a r  ($1.00) f o r  the  cost  of re-connecting. 

A l l  water services  charged on the  bases of a f l a t  r a t e  service ,  

' a r e  due and payable i n  advance on the f i r s t  day of each calendar month. 

If paid not  l a t e r  than the  t en th  day of sa id  calendar month the  charge 

s h a l l  be a t  the r a t e  s e t  f o r t h  i n  t h i s  ordinance. If said se rv ice  charge 

i s  made l a t e r  than the  f i f t e e n t h  day of sa id  calendar month, an add i t iona l  

twenty-five cents  (25@) w i l l  be required f o r  delinquent payment. 

Section 5. CONSENT OF C I T Y  OF KIRKLAND FOR PRIVATE COIiIJECTIONS: 

1. It s h a l l  be a v io l a t i on  of these ru l e s  and regula t ions  f o r  

any person or  persons t o  a t t a ch  t o  or  detach from any water main o r  se r -  

v ice  pipe, or  water connections through which water i s  supplied by the  

City of Kirkland, o r  t o  i n t e r f e r e  i n  any manner with such pipe or con- 

nect ion without f i r s t  obtaining the  wr i t t en  consent of the  Water Super- 

intendent .  - 
1 

2. It s h a l l  be a v io l a t i on  of these ru l e s  and regula t ions  f o r  

any person t o  use or  tamper with, any valve, curb stop,  e t c . ,  which i s  

the  property of the  Ci ty  of Kirkland, f o r  the  purpose of turning water 



on or  o f f ,  and the  City of Kirkland s h a l l  hold any person responsible 

f o r  the  cos t  of repai r ing any damage t o  any of the  City of Kirkland's 

property caused by such usage o r  tampering. The City of Kirkland s h a l l  

require  every property owner t o  i n s t a l l  his own valve i n  h i s  own pipe 

l i n e  f o r  the  control  of service  t o  h i s  premises. 
> \ - 3. Use of F i re  Hydrants - It s h a l l  be a v io l a t i on  of these 

r u l e s  and regulat ions f o r  any person or  persons t o  cu t ,  a l t e r ,  change, 

remove, disconnect or  connect with or  i n  any manner i n t e r f e r e ,  meddle 

or  tamper with any f i r e  hydrant owned or  used by the  City of Kirkland, 

provided, t ha t  t h e  provisions of t h i s  sec t ion s h a l l  not  apply t o  the  

Kirkland Fi re  Department, and/or the  City of Kirkland S t r e e t  Department. 

Other Departments of the  City of Kirkland may be allowed t o  connect t o  

sa id  f i r e  hydrants,  but before doing so must obtain a wr i t t en  permit 

the re for  from the  Water Superintendent and must use a spanner o r  regula- 

t i o n  wrench i n  connection therewith. 

4. Access t o  Premises f o r  Inspection - Employees of t h e  City 

of Kirkland Water Department s h a l l  have f r e e  access a t  proper hours of 

the  day t o  a l l  pa r t s  of the  building and premises i n  which water i s  be- 

ing  delivered from the  c i t y  mains f o r  the  purpose of inspect ing t h e  con- 

d i t i o n  of the pipes and f i x t u r e s  and the  manner i n  which the  water i s  

being used. 

Section 6. CHANGE OF OCCUPANCY OR DISCONTINUANCE OF SERVICE: 

A t  the  time speci f ied  by the  customer t h a t  he expects t o  vacate 

the  premises where service  i s  supplied or  t h a t  he des i r e s  services  t o  be 

discontinued, the  meter w i l l  be read and a b i l l  rendered, which i s  pay- 

ab le  immediately. I n  no case w i l l  the  b i l l  be l e s s  than the  proportionate 

share of the  monthly minimum provided f o r  i n  the  schedule applying t o  the  

c l a s s  o r  c lasses  of service  furnished pro ra ted  on the  bas is  of the  num- 

- ber of days i n  the  period i n  question t o  the  number of days i n  the  month, 

: the  month being considered 30 days. 
. \ 

If, a t  the  customer's request ,  the  water i s  shut off and turned 

on, or  v ice  versa,  more than once i n  a meter reading month, a minimum 



charge of $1.00 will be made for the labor involved by service men and 

office clerks, except that this shall not apply to change of occupancy 

of tenants. 

Section 7. RESPONSIBILITY AND SERVICE PREFSBENCE: 
- 

1. The City of Kirkland shall not be liable for any loss or 
- 

damage of any nature whatsoever caused by any defect in the customer's 

line, plumbing or equipment, and the City of Kirkland may, without fur- 

ther notice, discontinue service to any customer when a defective condi- 

tion of plumbing or equipment upon the premises of the customer results, 

or is likely to result, in interference with proper service or is likely 

to cause contamination of the water. The City of Kirkland does not as- 

sume the duty of inspecting the customer's line, plumbing and equipment, 

and shall not be responsible therefor and will not be liable for failure 

of customer to receive service on account of defective plumbing or ap- 

paratus on the customer's premises, or for excessive consumption. 

2. The City of Kirkland will not permit any physical connec- 

tion between a private water supply and the City of Kirkland's distribu- 

tion system or supply line. 

3. Ihe City of Kirkland will exercise reasonable diligence 

and care to furnish and deliver a continuous and sufficient supply of 

pure water to the customer, and to avoid any shortage or interruption 

of delivery of same. The City of Kirkland will not be liable for high 

or low pressure conditions, chemical or bacteriological conditions, in- 

terruption or shortage or insufficiency of supply, or any loss or damage 

occasioned thereby. The use of water upon the premises of the customer 

is at the risk of the customer, and the responsibility of the City of 

Kirkland shall cease at the point of delivery of water. Unless other- 

wise specified in agreement, the point of delivery shall be the point 

where the City of Kirkland's service line attaches to the customer's line. 

4. The City of Kirkland, whenever it shall find it necessary 

for the purpose of making repairs or improvements to its system, shall 



have the right to suspend temporarily the delivery of water, but in all 

such cases, as reasonable notice thereof as circumstances will permit 

will be given to the customers, and the making of such repairs and im- 

provements will be prosecuted as rapidly as may be practicable, and if 

practicable, at such time as will cause the least inconvenience to the 
i 

- ' customers. 

5. In case of shortage of supply, the City of Kirkland reser- 

ves the right to give preference in the matter of furnishing service to 

customers, as in the judgment of its representatives shall be for the 

best interests of the City, from the standpoint of public convenience 

and necessity. 

Section 8. WATER MAIN EXTENSIONS: 

Extensions to water mains will be made only upon proper peti- 

tions to the City of Kirkland. The City of Kirkland shall have the right 

to reject such petitions or enter into contract with the petitioners 

under such conditions as the City of Kirkland may elect or do the work 

force account, using water revenue to pay the cost of said extention. 
! 

Ordinarily, a water main extension will be constructed within 

the city if the estimated annual revenue will equal or exceed 12% of the 

cost of construction. 

Mains and service lines outside the City of Kirkland, must be 

installed and maintained at the customer or customers expense, excepting 

however the City of Kirkland will maintain all service lines connected 

to residences immediately ad-jacent to present existing city owned pipe 

lines. 

Every service pipe shall be provided with a stop-cock and ser- 

vice box at a suitable location, either on or off the premises to be 

served which shall be accessible to employees of the City of Kirkland 

Water Department only. Where curbs and walks are in place, or where 

! space has been provided for future curbs and walks, the stop cock and 
.. 1 

service box shall be located in said space or between said walk and curb. 



There s h a l l  be a  shor t  piece of pipe and a union placed i n  the  stop-cock 

o r  meter, a s  the  case may be, so  the service  can be extended t o  the  premise 

o r  place of consumption. 

Section 9. METERS: 

After the  e f f ec t i ve  da t e  of t h i s  a c t ,  a l l  premises or custom- 

e r s  served by the  Kirkland Water Department s h a l l  be metered. A l l  meters 

and meter boxes s h a l l  be paid f o r  by the property owner and s h a l l  belong 

t o  the  property and cannot be moved except by the City. The Ci ty  of 

Kirkland s h a l l  have f u l l  control  of a l l  meters. 

Where a  meter i s  used t o  measure the t o t a l  of water used, a s  

i n  apartment houses, r e s i d e n t i a l  cour ts ,  water d i s t r i c t s ,  e tc . ,  the  Ci ty  

of Kirkland w i l l  not  fu rn i sh  or  read aux i l i a ry  or sub-meters used f o r  

the  customer's convenience. 

The City of Kirkland w i l l  keep an accurate account on i t s  books 

of the reading of meters, and such account, so  kept ,  s h a l l  be offered a t  

a l l  times, places and cour t s  a s  prima f a c i a  evidence of the  use of water 

service  by the  customer, and s h a l l  be the  basis  on which a l l  b i l l s  a r e  

calculated.  

Should any meter f a i l  t o  r e g i s t e r  co r r ec t l y  the use of t h a t  

p a r t  of the  water service  which sa id  meter should properly r e g i s t e r ,  

sa id  service  s h a l l  be estimated by the City of Kirkland from a corres- 

ponding period. 

The Ci ty  of Kirkland w i l l ,  upon wr i t t en  reques t ,  t e s t  any cus- 

tomer's meter, and where circumstances require ,  ad ju s t  f o r  wrong charges 

f o r  a  period not  t o  exceed three  months previous. 

!hen a customer requests  a  meter t e s t  within one year a f t e r  

d a t e  of i n s t a l l a t i o n  of the  meter, or more of ten  than once i n  one year 

t he rea f t e r ,  a  deposi t  of $3.00 t o  cover the  cos t  of the t e s t  may be re-  

quired of the  customer. 

The amount so deposited w i l l  be returned t o  the  customer i f  

t h e  meter i s  found upon t e s t  to  over-register  more than 2 percent under 

conditions of normal operation. 



A customer shall have the right to require the City of Kirk- 

land to conduct the test in his presence, or if he so desires, in the 

presence of an expert or other representative appointed by him. 

All meters will be tested before installation, and no meter 

will be placed in service or allowed to remain in service which is known 

to have an error in registration in excess of 2 per cent under conditions 

of normal operation. 

Meters will be read monthly and the bills rendered will be 

based on consumption to the nearest ten (10) cubic feet. 

For the purpose of making charges, all meters serving the cus- 

tomer's premises will be considered separately, and the readings will 

not be combined, except that where the City of Kirkland, for operating 

necessity, elects to install two or more meters instead of one at a cen- 

tral location to service the customer's premises, then the readings of 

two or more meters will be combined for the purpose of making charges. 

The location of the meter or meters used in measuring the cus- 

I tomer's use of water must be in a place satisfactory to the City of Kirk- land before service will be supplied. Ordinarily the meter will be in- 

stalled outside of buildings and between the property line and curb. 

Where meters are at present or may be installed within a building, the 

City of Kirkland will not be held responsible for damage from water seep- 

age through the wall, nor for damage from leaking meter, pipe or fittings. 

No rent or other charge whatever shall be made by the customer 

against the City of Kirkland for placing or maintaining meters upon the 

customer's premises. 

If a meter under-registers the amount of water due to tamper- 

ing with the meter, and/or piping, or in any other way causing under- 

registration, the service may be discontinued, and will not be reconnected 

until the customer has made adjustment for the loss of revenue and given 

satisfactory assurance that there will be no more tampering to cause 

under-registration. 



I f  a meter i s  damaged by hot water from the customer's l i ne ,  

the customer w i l l  be required t o  pay fo r  the cos t  of repa i r s  and f o r  the 

l o s s  of revenue occasioned by the damage, and fur ther ,  the customer s h a l l  

immediately make the necessary corrections i n  his own water l i n e s  t o  pre- 

vent fur ther  damage t o  the City of Kirkland's meters. 

Meter readings a r e  t o  be averaged during any period when i t  

w i l l  be impossible or impracticable t o  read any meter on the regular 

reading date. 

Section 10. WATER SERVICE TO C I T Y  OF KIFtKLAND,GOVERNMENT: 

This schedule appl ies  t o  the use of water by the Governmental 

Departments of the City of Kirkland, and s h a l l  consist  of a f l a t  r a t e  

charge fo r  the following services: 

a. City Hall - - - - - - - - - - - $ 10.00 per month 

b. City Shed - - - - - - - - - - - $100.00 per year 

c. Restrooms - - - - - - - - - - - $100.00 per year 

d. Parks - - - - - - - - - - - - - $180.00 per year 

e. Sewer Plant - - - - - - - - - - 2.00 per month 

f .  Municipal Hydrants - - - - - - 1200.00 per year 

g. Ferry Concession - - - - - - - / O Q . 0 0  peryear  

Section 11. METER RATES: 

The following schedule of r a t e s  s h a l l  apply t o  customers in-  

s ide  the corporate boundary l i n e s  of the City of Kirkland: 

F i r s t  1000 cubid f e e t  or  l e s s  - - - - - - - $1.75 

Next 10,000 cubic f e e t  per 100 cubic f e e t  - .10 

A l l  water over 11,000 cubic f t .  per 100 cubic 

f ee t -  .05 

These pr ices  per ta in  t o  A a n d g m e t e r s  only. 

The following minimum ra t e s  on meters w i l l  be charged: 

l " m e t e r - - - - - - - -  $ 2.00 
1+" meter - - - - - - - - 2.25 
13" meter - - - - - - - - 2.50 
2 n m e t e r - - - - - - - -  4.00 
3 u m e t e r - - - - - - - -  6.00 
l + " m e t e r - - - - - - - -  10.00 
5 " meter - - - - - - - - 14.00 
6 " meter - - - - - - - - 25.00 



Apartment Rates o n a  a n d ; k j ~ e t e r s :  

Duplex - - - - - - - $3.00 Minimum 

Apartments - - - - - $3.00 plus 50$ for  each un i t  

1 Cabin Courts - - - - $3.00 plus 50@ fo r  each u n i t  

For la rger  meters add dif ference between standard r a t e s  

andxan*  t o  $3.00 Minimum. 

Outside of the corporate boundary l i n e s  of the C i t y  of Kirk- 

land the following r a t e s  w i l l  prevail:  I 
2.15 GcbL~,,. i i ~  -L 

F i r s t  1000 cubic f e e t  or l e s s  - - - - - - - - 4 2 - 7 5  @&57 / 
Next 10,000 cubic f e e t  per 100 cubic f e e t  15$ 

Over 11,000 cubic f e e t  per 100 cubic f e e t  078P 

These pr ices  per ta in  t o &  and#meters only. 

The following minimum r a t e s  on meters w i l l  be charged: 

1 meter - - - - - - - - $ 3.00 
1%" meter - - - - - - - - 

meter - - - - - - - - 3.25 

2 " meter - - - - - - - - 3-50 
5.00 

3" meter - - - - - - - - 
4 " meter - -  - - - - - -  7 $0 

12.00 
5 meter - - - - - - - - 18.00 
6 " meter - - - - - - - - 30.00 

Apartment Rates o n k a n d  Meters: % 
Duplex - - - - - - - $4.00 Minimum 

Apartments - - - - - $4.00 plus 50q? fo r  each un i t  

Cabin Courts - - - - $4.00 plus 504 for  each u n i t  

For larger  meters add difference between standard 

r a t e s  and on & and% t o  $4.00 Minimum. 

Section 12. CONNECTION CHARGES: 

1. A l l  service charges fo r  connecting t o  mains s h a l l  be b i l -  

l e d  a t  cost  plus ten (10%) per cent fo r  overhead. 

2. I f  service requires  cutt ing and replacing pavement, cus- 

tomer or applicant s h a l l  pay an addi t ional  cost of $10.00 for  replacing 

pavement. 

3. Charges outside the c i t y  l i m i t s  of Kirkland f o r  the  same 

services  a s  l i s t e d  s h a l l  be 25% higher. 



Section 13. TEMPORARY SERVICE INSIDE CITY LIMITS : 

1. For irrigating a vacant plot ofground a minimum yearly 

charge of $8.00 payable in advance will be made for each service so used, 

excepting however if in the judgment of the 'dater Superintendent more 

I than 6000 cubic feet of water will be required for said plot of ground 
for any one year, the Water Superintendent shall install a meter to ac- 

curately measure the water consumed. 

2. Circus or Carnival - $2.00 per day. 

3.  Building construction service - $5.00 per month. 
4. The above mentioned service charges shall be 25% higher 

outside of the city limits of Kirkland. 

Section 14. 

The City of Kirkland shall have authority to decide any question 

which may arise and which is not fully covered by any of the provisions 

of this ordinance, and its decision in such cases shall be final. 

The right is reserved by the city to amend or to add to these 

u rules and regulations, or to change water rates as experience may show to be necessary or expedient. 

Any person violating any of the provisions of this ordinance 

shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall 

be punished by fine in any sum not exceeding $100.00, or by imprisonment 

in the City Jail for not more than 30 days, or by both fine and imprison- 

ment. 

Ordinances No. 222 and No. 441 are hereby repealed. 

Any ordinance or parts of ordinances herein repealed which are 

reenacted in form or substance in this ordinance, shall not be construed 

as new enactments, but as continuances and amendments of such ordinances 

or parts of ordinances. 

All rights of action under existing ordinances which this ord- 

inance in any way supersedes or repeals, whether action has been com- 

menced thereon or not, shall proceed without being in any manner affected 

by the passage of this ordinance. 



Section 15. 

This ordinance s h a l l  be i n  force  and take e f f e c t  f i v e  days from 

and a f t e r  i t s  passage by t h e  council ,  i t s  approval by the Mayor and i t s  

publicat ion according t o  law. 

Introduced the  21st day of February, 1949. 

PASSED AID APIllOWD the  $ day of , 1949. 

6 /&w42! Harrypf. Evere t t ,  iGf4% Mayor 

At tes t :  

"nh( 2r Jwt& 
"City Clerk 

Approved a s  t o  Form: 
. . ,  C3..::.I:. i i  ..I 2 1 . -  ' .-. . "  ~ . -  : I !:;::5:: ~. ~. - . . .  

- . .. . 
City Attojfiey T.y:L I C.. ~. , - . ~ ~. 


