
O R D I N A N C ' E I '  

NO. .P/CP 

AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO PUBLIC SAFETY AND TO PRISLTISES, BUILDIFGS AND 
STRUCTUFSS DANGEROUS OR HAZARDOUS TQBZTO, WCLBRING CERTAIN DBiGEROUS 
rrmD HAZARDOUS PRE:ISES, BUILDINGS W STatTCTURES A NUISANCE, PROVTDIITG 
FOR THE &ATEI.XNT OF SAhE, DEFINING OFFENSES I N  RELATION THERETO AND 
PRESCRIBING PENALTIES. 

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KIRKLBND DO ORDAIN: 

SCTION 1. Unless  c o n t r a r y  t o  o r  c l e a r l y  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  t h e  
context  t h e  word "bui ld ingw as h e r e i n  used s h a l l  be construed t o  mean 
any e d i f i c e  o r  f a b r i c  e r e c t e d  on o r  over  t h e  s o i l ,  of  whatsoever 
m a t e r i a l  composed and f o r  whatsoever purpose e r e c t e d ,  and t h e  term s h a l l  
i n c l u d e  any house,  church,  shop,  s t o r e ,  b8m, shed,  p remises ,  b u i l d i n g  
o r  s t r u c t u r e  e r e c t e d  o r  p a r t i a l l y  e r e c t e d  and in t ended  f o r  use  o r  con- 
venience i n  the  s h e l t e r i n g  of pe r sons ,  animals ,  m a t e r i a l s  o r  p r ~ o e r t y ;  
and t h e  word "personn s h a l l  i nc lude  n a t u r a l  pe r sons  of e i t h e r  s e x ,  
a s x o c i a t i o n s ,  co-par tnersh ips  and co rpo ra t ions ,  whether  a c t i n g  f o r  them- 
s e l v e s  o r  by s e r v a n t ,  agen t ,  o r  employee, and words i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  t e n s e  
s h a l l  i n c l u d e  t h e  f u t u r e  t e n s e ,  and i n  t h e  masculine s h a l l  i n c l u d e  t h e  
feminine and n e u t e r  genders ,  and i n  t h e  s i n g u l a r  s h a l l  i nc lude  t h e  > l u r a l  
and i n  t h e  p l u r a l  s h a l l  i nc lude  t h e  s i n g u l a r .  

SBCTION 2. Any b u i l d i n g  i n  t h e  C i t y  o f  Ki rk land  which now is  o r  
may h e r e a f t e r  become dangerous o r  hazardous t o  persons  o r  p rope r ty  by 
reason  of f i r e ,  age,  decay,  d e t e r i o r a t i o n ,  unsa fe  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  o r  by 
o t h e r  cause  whatsoever,  and any b u i l d i n g  which f o r  any reason  c o n s t i -  
t u t e s  an imminent f i r e  r i s k  i s  hereby dec l a red  t o  b a  a p u b l i c  nuisance.  

SECTION 3. It s h a l l  be t h e  du ty  of t h e  Fire Chief o r  t h e  Bui ld ing  
Inspector ,whenever  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of e i t h e r  i s  c a l l e d  t o  such a  b u i l d i n g ,  
t o  make i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h e r e o f  ana f i l e  w i t h  t h e  C i t y  Counci l  h i s  f i n d i n g s  
thereon .  

SECTION 4. 'Ilhenever t h e  C i t y  Council  s h a l l  deem t h a t  any b u i l d i n g  
i s  a  nu i sance ,  t h e y  s h a l l  cause t h e  owner, occupant o r  agent of  t h e  same 
t o  be n o t i f i e d  by m a i l  of i t s  c o n d i t i o n  and s p e c i f y  what must be done t o  
r ende r  t h e  same s a f e ,  o r  i n  t h e  event t h a t  s a i d  b u i l d i n g  cannot be pu t  
i n t o  a  s a f e  cond i t i on ,  such n o t i c e a s h a l l  s p e c i f y  t h a t  t h e  same s h a l l  be  
razed  o r  renoved;  and such n o t i c e  s h a l l  f u r t h e r  s o e c i f y  a r ea sonab le  
t ime  f o r  c o m ~ l i a n c e  the rewi th .  

SECTION 5. Cpon f a i l u r e  t o  comply w i t h  t h e  n o t i c e  i n  S e c t i o n  4 
provided ,  t h e  C i t y  Counci l  s h a l l  cause a  c i t a t i o n  t o  ' i s s u e  t o  t h e  
occupant of  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  i f  t h e  sane be occupied,  a n d ' a l s o  t o  t h e  ovner 
t h e r e o f ,  r e q u i r i n g  them t o  a?pear b e f o r e  such C i t y  Council  at t h e  r e g u l a r  
o r  s @ e c i a l  meeting on t h e  day and t ime s t a t e d  i n  t h e  c i t a t i o n ,  and t h e n  
and t h e r e  show cause ,  i f  any t h e r e  be ,  why t h e  b u i l d i n g  should n o t  be 

r e n d e r e d  s a f e ,  o r  condeinned and removed, and any nuisance i n  r e l a t i o n  
t h e r e t o  aba ted  ,at t h e  c o s t  and expense of t h e  owner. Such c i t a t i o n  s h a l l  
be s e rved  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  ( 3 )  days p r i o r  t o  t h e  h e a r i n g  i n *  t h e  same manner 
a s  a  summons i n  a  c i v i l  a c t i o n ;  p rov ided ,  however, t h a t  ii' t h e  onner  be  a  
non-res ident  of t h e  C i t y  of Kirkland such n o t i c e  s h a l l  be s e r v s d  by 
p o s t i n g  a copy the reo f  upon t h e  b u i l d i n g  and by m a i l i n g  a  l i k e  copy t o  
t h e  owner, d i r e c t e d  t o  h i s  l a s t  known address ,  a t  l e a s t  t e n  (10 )  days  
p r i o r  t o  t h e  hea r ing ;  provided f u r t h e r ,  t h a t  n o t i c e  t o  t h e  person  named 
on t h e  r o l l s  of t h e  T reasu re r  of King County a s  t h e  owner of t h e  r e a l t y ,  
mai led t o  t h e  addre.ss on such r o l l s  appearing,  s h a l l  b a  consider&d and 
t r e a t e d  as f u l l  compliance herewith .  



SECTION 6. At t h e  t ime o f  t h e  hearine, o r  eontinuance t h e r e o f ,  t h e  
C i t y  Council  shall h e a r  t es t imony relative t o  t h e  f a c t s  and s h a l l  e n t e r  
m i t t e n  f i n d i n g s  t he reon ;  and i f  any b u i l d i n g  is found t o  be a nu i sance  
a s  h e r e i n  de f ined ,  such C i t y  Counci l  sha l l  o r d e r  t h e  owner t o  a b a t e  t h e  
nu i sance ;  whereu3on it s h a l l  become t h e  du*y o f  t h e  ocaupant t o  v a c a t e  
t h e  b u i l d i n g  and cease  its u s e  f o r  any purpose nha tsoeaer  ; and it sha l l  
become t h e  du ty  of t h e  owner t o  proceed promptly  and cont inuous ly  t o  
comply w i t h  a l l  o r d e r s  of  t h e  C i t y  Counci l  r e l a t i n g  t o  ahatement. 

SECTION 7. I n  t h e  event  t h a t  t h e  owner s h a l l  f a i l  t o  f u l l y  comply 
w i t h  any o r d e r  of abatement, t h e  Ci ty  Counci l  s h a l l ,  without n o t i c e ,  o r d e r  
t h e  S t r e e t  Commissioner t o  comply t h e r e w i t h  and make r e t u r n  o f  t h e  c o s t  
and expense the reo f  t o  t h e  C i t y  Counci l ;  and such cos t  and expense i f  
approved by t h e  C i t y  Council  s h a l l  c o n s t i t u t e  a &%bt due t o  t h e  C i t y  of 
Kirkland from t h e  owner, and s h a l l  a l s o  c o n s t i t u t e  a l i e n  upon t h e  b u i l d i n g  
and b u i l d i n g  material and t h e  real e s t a t e .  upon which t h e  b u i l d i n g  i s  
s i t u a t e d ,  which l i e n  s h a l l  be en fo rced  by p r o p e r  proceedings. a t  l a w  o r  
equ i ty .  

SECTION 8. m y  person  f a i l i n g  t o  vacate. a b u i l d i n g  o r  t o  a b a t e  any 
nu isanae  a s  o rdered  by t h e  C i t y  Counci l  pu r suan t  t o  t h i s  o rd inance  shal l  
be deemed g u i l t y  of  a nisdemaanor, and upon c o n v i e t i o n  the reo f  s h a l l  be 
punished by a f i n e  o f  n o t  exoeeding Three Hundred Bollarrs  ($300.00) o r  by  
imprisonment i n  t h e  c i t y  j a i l  n o t  t o  exceed t h i r t y  f 3 0 )  days ,  o r  by bo th  
such f i n e  and imprisonment. Xach day on which s a i d  b u i l d i n g  is occupied 
a f t e r  t h e  o r d e r  t o  a h a t e  t h e  same and each  day of f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  owner t o  
a b a t e  s a i d  b u i l d i n g  s h a l l  c o n s t i t u t e  a s e p a r a t e  o f f e n s e  under  t h i s  
ordinance.  

SCTION 9. T h i s  o rd inance  i s  necessary  f o r  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  of t h e  
~ u b l i c  safety. 

In t roduced  t h i s  day of 

Passed and a p p m r e d  t h i s  & day o f  . , l e d  

Attest: 

Ud:J& 
C. F. Trent, C i t y  Clerk 

Published.  t h i s  day of , 1 9 4  . 


